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DISTRICT OF WEST TfiNNESSEEi 

BE IT REMEMBERED, Tbat on the first day of January, in 
the forty-first year of the Independence of the United States of 
America, A. D. 1817, Abraham Maury, Executor of John Beid^ 
deceased, deposited in this OflSce the Title of a Book, the right whereof he 
claims as proprietor, in the words following, to wit : 

** The Lifis of Andrew Jackson, Major General in the service of the Uni- 
ted States : comprising a History of the War in the South, from the com- 
mencement of the Creek Campaign, to^the termination of hostilities before 
New OrleaQ^- •}^*it^C^*t^di^nI]t^]^ Brevet Major, United States' army. 
CompletedrQ3(*Jb6a*tei)iy ^fon.*^* •' * 

• m. • • ••• • • ••• 

• • • • • • • •• • 

In conformity to ^e:i^t:4f thKCongress of the United States, entitled, 
^ An act fi)r t^e |»\c;piicag^|oe/)Xof learning, by securing the copies of maps, 
diarts and books, ^ t£e,aUl}jir9 >n(l proprietors of such copies, during the 
times therein ntenUdri^*** *And atso to the act, entitled, "An act supple* 
mentary to an act, entitled, ' An act for the encouragement of learning, by 
securing the copies of maps, charts and books, to the authors and proprie- 
tors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned,' and extending the 
benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etching historical 
and other prints." 

ROBERT SEARCY, Ckrkofthe 

District of West Tennessecr 
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PREFACE. 



THE public have been for some time in expectation of 
work : to the decision of the candid, who will make al- 
lowance for, and duly appreciate, the difficulties of the under- 
taking, it is now submitted. Who Tentures on a detail of 
events, recent in the recollection of the world, hazards much, 
and can scarcely expect to escape censure. The numerous 
actors in, and spectators of, the scenes portrayed, entertaining 
different opinions of the facts as they transpired, and ascrib- 
ing them to entirely different causes, become each a critic 
in his torn, accordingly as fii^ M^ratlve'.coprefipo^ds with, 
or is variant from his own ophiitm.* TUe bist<ma4 "viho traces 
events, at a period remote from tlieir ^cdirtehce, stands on 
more favourable ground, and has fe^er 'diffictklties to encoun- 
ter : he then proceeds in his uncfeiif^iig ^Holit 4>eing acted 
upon by prejudice, or influenced by partiality. His readersy 
too, are simflarly situated. But he who draws them at a mo- 
Bient when recollection treasures them, is oftentimes insen- 
sibly placed under the influence of both ; — diverted from the 
coarse pointed out by truth ;-— ascribes events to motives that 
never induced them ; — ^bestows censure whei^e it is not due, 
and commendation where it is not merited. 



To avoid errors so common, and to present things truly aii 
ihey occur, has been the wish of the author, and he believes 
he has succeeded. He believes so, because he had no in- 
ducement to do otherwise, and because, having all the origi- 
nal papers in his possession, there was no avenue to error, 
unless from intention, and this he disclaims. He can there- 
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fore TentQre fipon this assurance, fliat what is detailed may 
be taken as correct. 

As regards the execution of the work, he has not much to 
oflTer to the consideration of the reader. It is his first effort, 
and he is willing to trust it to the worid, without preface or 
apology ;— ^without supplicating its charity or indulgence in 
his favour ; from no belief that ample room is not afforded, 
for both to be exercised in his behalf, but from a convictioii 
that they are seldom or never extended, and that none has 
a right to ask for them, nnless onder peculiar circumstances. 
Whether he be competent to the task, is the duty of every 
man to inquire, before he undertakes to become an author $ 
no sooner does he appear before the public in that character, 
than they have a right to infer, that he has entire confidence 
in his own«gjMltfrati<nis^'M4:^ay theref<Mre with propriety 
Judge* }^M iceo^in}} tb h&*\i^ks*" 



• • • • «* • 



* r » • • • • • 
It .was not^^'hdi^c£|!^[4.b€iUef of this kind, that iniiuenced 

on the presfnf^focicaintMfrs-p^u^ circumstances, and not' 

choice, were the inducement. It is more, therefore, wiA a 

view of correctly stating the reasons, why be is placed be- 

fore the public as an author, than to supplicate any indul« 

gence for the defects which the work may be found to contain, 

that any thing is ventured to be said. His greatest regret, if 

he has any on the subject, is, that the events have not been 

portrayed by some masteriy hand, that they might have 

been exhibited in a manner, worthy of him who gave them 

Aeir existence. 

It is some time, since major Reid submitted proposals for 
publishing to the world, ^' The Life of General Jackson.'^ ^ 
By those who knew him, it was a circumstance, haUed with 
pleas^re, b^^use they entertained a confidence, that the n^r* 
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rative would be f uttifiily and that be was well qnaliied to 
bestow every embellishmeiity necessary to render it inters 
esting. His mind had been generoudy endowed by nature, 
wi4 was richly stored with polite and elegant literature* 
The means of education had been liberally spread belbrs 
bira, nor had they been neglected. But before he could 
effect his object, be died* This eyent, deeply deplored, pro* 
doced the necessity of either abandoning what had been al* 
ready begunt or of prevailing on some person, to com- 
plete it. Through tiie entreaty of his relations and firiendi^ 
fhe present author was led to the undertaking ; not from a 
conviction that he would be able to present it, in a garb cal- 
culated to satisfy public ei^ectation ; but from a desire, that 
the infant children of <me, who had rendered important servi* 
ces to hi^ country, might not be so far injured by his death, 
as to lose the benefit, of what was sui^K>sed and hoped, might 
albrd a suflicient fund for the purposed of their 



This consideration, sufficiently weighty in itself, was tlie 
more cheerfully subscribed to, from a belief, that, perhaps, 
the greater part of the work was already digested, and only 
needed to be transcribed, and properly prepared for the press ; 
for as yet the papers were in Virginia. Unforeseen diflb^ul* 
ties, however, arose, when, on their arrival at Nashville, it 
was found, that scarcely one third of it had been prepared ;* 
while the residue remained to be sought for, through an 
immense quantity of papers, without any arrangement or 
order. Many as were the difficulties presented, and tron<^ 
Uesome as the research promised to be, yet the arrangement 
being idready announced, it was too late to retract. 

The brilliant achievements which had marked the course 
of general Jackson, and given to himself and his country 9^ 

•End of Chapter ly. 
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distinguished standing, had been already brought to public 
▼iew; but garbled facts, and contradictory statements, had 
been so extensively circulated, that none knew things truly as 
they should be ; and all, with impatience, looked for the ap« 
pearance of a work, which should dispel doubt, and bring forth 
£Eu;ts, substantially as they were. This anxiety in the public 
mind,' added to a desire to have it published in time, to ren- 
der the most essential service possible, to the children of the 
deceased, has caused its appearance earlier than was prompt- 
ed by other considerations. 

He, then,^ho shall read what is written, with a determi- 
nati(m not to be pleased, because it is not so perfect as he 
himself could have made it, is desired to remember, that 
fliere is every imaginable difference between him, who has 
been accustomed to such pursuits, and, from habit, is en- 
abled to give a happy arrangement to thought, and correct- 
ness to expression ; and one who carries with him no such 
aid. But those who desire a correct view of those masterly 
exertions, which constantly hurried their actor to the most 
brilliant and uninterrupted successes ;— -who can be pleased 
with benevolence and generosity ; and strength, and nerve, 
and decision of character, concentered in the same breast ; 
...with a career, which, at every step, evinced an un- 
shaken determination, to move forward for the benefit and 
exaltation of his country, at all hazards, and at every risk, 
will find much to admire. They will see the man, of whom 
they have already heard much, fearlessly encountering dan- 
ger, and erecting himself in opposition to every design, that 
came in collision with the duty he owed to the station he oc- 
cupied ; and who, in moments of extreme difficulty, did not 
shrink Arom responsibility i but, bringing to his aid the slen- 
der resources within his reach, protected and saved an all- 
important and valuable portion of his country, at a time, when 
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her wunest votaries regarded the cauMy in tiiat qaartePf 
as hopeless* 

Whether the work shall be flatteringly receiyed, or riiatf 
<s dr^ still-horn from tiie press/' although of sonie concern 
totheanthor, is an event on which his peace and tranqnillilj 
of mind does not depend. A recollection, that the good opi^ 
nion of the world is dependent on a thousand accidental cir- 
cumstances, — is often <^ obtained without merit, and lost 
without crime,'' affords considerations, that neither hope 
nor fear can disturb. But that it shall be so far cha- 
ritably received and patronized, as to afford advantages to 
the infant children of a friend, is desired. Their father is 
no more ! but, as his representatives, they have claims of no 
common kind, on the liberality of the public. A character 
unstained by dishonour, and without reproach ; a firmness 
unshaken, and a devotion to his country, are the inheritance 
he has left them. He was no inactive spectator of the trying 
scenes that are past. When danger threatened, he was fore- 
most to meet it. Throughout the prosecution of the southern 
war, in the capacity of aid to the commanding general, he 
was active and valiant. Nor can any stronger evidence be 
furnished of his capacity, unquestioned merit, and distin- 
guished services rendered, than that during the whole peri- 
od, he carried with him the entire confidence and friendship 
of his general. 

Of the proposals that were issued for its publication, few 
have been returned : an apprehension that the work would 
die with the author, occasioned them to be neglected and 
lost : it has therefore been put to press without the aid of 
that patronage, which had at first been extended, resting for 
future success on the considerations suggested, and the merit 
it may be found to contain. 
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It WEB desirable to avoid in the narratire^ all those circmii- 
stances in which general Jackson was not directly concern* 
ed ; but as the design of ihe original author was to give a 
complete htstorj of the southern war» that plan has been 
porsuedy and some events adverted to^ in which the general 
had no immediate agency. 

/ JOHN H. EATON. 

JfashviUtf January, 1817. 



Non^-^Phge 336, line 3, from the bottom, for ** more than eight/* 
read** fifteen." 
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CHAPTEE L 

His birth, parentage, familj, and education.'^Engageg in tiia 
American revolution, and is shortly after, with his brother, 
made a prisonerw^-Their treatment and sufferings.— ^Com- 
niences tiie study of law.— -His removal to the western* 
country.— •Becomes a member of the Tennessee convention, 
and afterwards a senator in the United States' congreS8.r-«> 
Retires, and is appointed a judge of the state courts.— -De* 
claration of war.— Tenders the services of 2500 volunteers 
to Ae president^— Ordered to the lower country.— His de- 
scent and return. 



THE parents of Andrew Jackson were Irish. CHAP. 
His £ither, (Andrew) the youngest son of his family, J* 
emigrated to America about the year 1765, bringing 
with him two sons, Hugh and Robert, both veiy young. 
Landing at Charleston, in South Carolina, he shortly 
afterwards purchased a tract of land, in what was then 
called the Waxsaw settlement, about forty-five imles 
above Camden ; at which place iht subject of this his- 
tory was bom, on die 15th of March, 1767. Shortly 
after his birth, his fetber died, leaving three sons to be 
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CHAP- provided for by their mother. She appears to have 
been an exemplary womian, and to have executed the 
arduous duties which had devolved on her, with great 
faithfulness and success. To the lessons dbe inculcat- 
ed on the youthful minds of her sons, was, no doubt, 
owing, in a great measure, that fixed opposition to Bri- 
tish t^rranny and oppression, which afterwards so much 
distinguished them. Often would she spend the win- 
ter's night, in recounting to them the sufferings of thdr 
grandfather, at the siege of Carrickfergus, and the op- 
pressions exercised by the nobility of Ireland, over the 
labouring poor ; impressing it upon them, as their first 
duty, to expend their lives, if it should become neces- 
saiy, in defending and supporting the natural rights of 
man. 

Inheriting but a small patrimony firom their father, 
it was impossible that all the sons could receive an ex- 
pensive education. The two eldest were therefcMre on- 
ly taught the rudiments of thdr mother tongue, at a 
common country school. But Andrew, being intend- 
ed by lus mother for the ministry, was sent to a flou- 
rishing academy in the Waxsaw meeting house, super-, 
intended by Mr. Humphries. Here he was placed on 
the study of the dead languages, and continued until 
the revolutionary war, extending its ravages into that 
section of South Carolina, where he then was, render- 
ed it necessary that every one should betake himself 
to the American standard, seek protection with the 
enemy, or flee his country. It was not an alternative 
that admitted of much deliberation. The natural ar- 
dor of his temper, deriving encouragement fix>m the 
recommendations of his mother, whose feeUngs wane 



UFB OF GKN. JACKSON. It 

not less alive on the occaaton Aan hb oivn, quickly CHAP, 
detormined lum in the course to be pursued ; and at 
the tender age of fourteen, with his brother Robert, he 
hastened to die American camp, and engaged in the 
service of his country. His oldest brother, who had 
previoudy joined the army, had lost his life at the bat* 
tie of Stono, by th^ excessive heat of the weather, and 
the fidgues of the day. 

Both Andrew and Robert, were, at this peiiod^ 
pretty well acquainted with the manual exercise, and 
had smne idea of the different evolutions of the fidd, 
having been indulged by their mother in attending the 
drill, and general musters. 

The Anoericans being unequal, as well by the infe- 
rioiity of thdr numbers, as their discipline, to engage 
the British army in batde, retired before it, intx> the 
interior of North Carolina; but when they learned, 
that lord Comwallis had crossed the Yadkin, they re- 
turned in small detachments to their native state. On 
their arrival, they foimd lord Rawdon in possesion of 
Camden, and the whole country around in a state of 
desdation. The British commander being advised of 
the return of the setders of Waxsaw; major Coflin was 
immediately despatched tluther, with a corps of light 
dragoons, a company of infiintry, and a considerable 
number of tories, for their capture and destruction. 
Hearing of thdbr approach, the setders, without delay, 
appointedthe Waxsaw meeting house as a place of ren- 
dezvous, that they might the better collect their scat- 
tered strength, and concert some system of operations. 
About forty of them had accordingly assembled at tlus 
point, when the enemy approached, keeping the tories, 
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Chap, who vrert dressedm liie common gaib of tlie countryi 
in front) whereby d&s litde bond of patriots was corn* 



pletdy decdved, taking them for captain Nisbet's com« 
pany, in expectation of which they had been waiting* 
Eleven of them were taken prisoners ; the rest ynlh 
difficulty fled, scattering and betaking themselves to 
the woods for concealment* Of those who thus esca* 
ped, though closely pursued, were Andrew Jackson 
and his brother, who, entering a secret bend in a creek, 
that was close at hand, obtained a momentary recite 
from danger, and avoided, for the night, the pursuit of 
the enemy. The next day, however, having gone to 
a neighbouring house, for the purpose of procuring 
something to eat, they were broken in upon, and made 
prisoners, by Coffin's dragocms, and a party of tories 
pr2^* who accompanied them. They had approached the 
^e.Bri- house by a route through the woods, and thereby elu- 
ded the vigilance of a sentinel who had been posted on 
the road. Being placed under guard, Andrew was or*^ 
dered, in a vety iVnperious tone, by a British officer, to 
clean his boots, wluch had become muddied in cross- 
ing a creek. This order he positively and .perempto- 
rily refused to obey ; alleging that he looked for such 
treatment as a prisoner of war had a ri^ to expect. 
Incensed at his refusal, the officer aimed a blow at his 
head with a drawn swwd, which would, very pn4>a- 
biy, have terminated his existence, had he not parried 
its effects by throwing up his left hand, on which he 
received a severe wound. His brother, at the same 
time, for a similar offence, recdved a deq> cut on the 
head, which afterwards Occasioned his death* They 
were both now taken to gaol, where, separated and 
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fionfinedt tfa^ weie treated with marked aeveritjr, luv CHAP, 
til a fiew days after the battle befbre Camden, when, ^* 
ID coDsequence of a partial exchange^ effected by 
the intercessions and exertions of thdr mother, and 
captaiB Walker, of the militia, they were bodi rdeased. 
Captain Walker had, in a charge on the rear of th# 
British army, succeeded in making thirteen prisoners^ 
whom he gave in exchange for seven Americans, oi 
which number were these two young men. Robert, 
during his confinement in prison, had suffered greatly; 
the wound on his head, all this time, having never 
been dressed, was followed by an inflammation of the 
brain, which, in a few days after his liberation, brought 
him to the grave. To add to the afflictions of An- 
drew, lus mother, worn down by grief^ and her inces- 
sant exerticMis to provide clothing and other comforts 
for the suffering prisoners, who had been taken from 
her neighbourhood, expired, in a few weeks after her 
son, near the lines of the enemy, in the vicini^ of 
Charieston. Andrew, the last and only surviving 
diild, confined to a bed of ^kness, occasicmed by the 
suffisrings he had been compelled to undergo, whilst 
a prisoner, and by getting wet, on his return fiom 
activity, was thus left in the wide world, without a 
human being witii whom he coukl claim a near rela- 
tionship. The small pox beginnii^, about the same 
time, to make it^ appearance upon him, had well nigh 
terminated his sottomts and his existence. 

Having at lei^th recovered firom hb complicated 
afflictions, he entered upon the enfoyment of hb estate, 
wluch, ahfaou^ small, would have been sufficient, 
under prudent management, to have completed his 
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CHAP, education, on the liberal scale which hk modier had 
'* deigned. Unfortunately, however, he, like too many 
young men, sacrificing future prospects to present 
ghitification, expended it with rather too pr^se a 
band. Coming, at length, to foresee that he should 
be finally obliged to rely on his own exotions, for 
support and success in life, he again betook himself to 
lus studies, with increased industry. He re-com- 
menced under Mr. M'CuUoch, in what was then called 
the New Acquisition, near Hill's iron works. Here 
he revised the languages, devoting a portion of his 
time to a desultory course of studies. 

His education being now completed, so &r as his 
wasted patrimony, and the opportunities then afforded 
in that section of the country, would permit ; at the 
age of eighteen, he turned his attention to acquiring a 
profession, and preparing himself to enter on the busy 
scenes of life. The pulpit, foe which he had been 
deogned by his mother, was now abandoned for the 
bar; and, in the winter of 1784, he repaired to Salis* 
bury, in North Carolina, and commenced the study of 
law, under Spruce M'Cay, Esq. (afi^rwards one of 
the judges of that state,) and continued it under colond 
John Stokes. Having remained at Salisbury until the 
winter of 1786, he obtained a license fix>m the judges 
to practice^ and continued in the state imtil the spring 
of 1788. 

The observations he was enabled, during this time, 
to make, satisfied him that this state presented few in- 
ducements to a young attorney ; and recollecting that 
he stood a solitary ii^vidual in life, without relations 
to aid him in the onset, when iimumerable difficulties 
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ttise and retard success, he determined to seek a new CHAP, 
country. But for this, he might have again returned ^ 
to his native state; but the death of every relation he 
had, had wiped away all those recollections and ch*- 
cumstances which warp the mind to the place of its 
nativity. The western parts of the state of Tennessee 
were, about tiiis time, often spoken of, as presenting 
flattering prospects to adventurers. He immediately 
determined to accompany ju^^ M'Nairy thither, who 
was appointed and going out to hold the first supreme 
court tiiat had ever sat in tixe state. Having reached 
the Hdston, they ascertained it ivould be impos^ble 
to anive at the time appointed for the session of the 
court; and therefore determined to remain in tiiat 
country until &1L They re-commenced their journey 
in October, and, jpassing through the wilderness, reach- 
ed Nashville in the same month. It had not been 
Jackson's intention, certsdnly, to make Tennessee the 
place of his future residence ; his visit was merely ex- 
perimental, and his stay remained to be determined, 
by the advantages that might be disclosed ; but find- 
ing, soon after his anival, that a considerable opening 
was offered for the success of a young attorney, he de- 
termined to remain. His industiy and attention soon 
Ixought him forward, and introduced him to a profita- 
ble practice. Shordy afterwards, he was appointed at- 
torney general for the district, in wMch capacity he 
continued to iact for several years. 

Indian depredations being then fi'cquent on the 
Cumberland, every man became a soldier. Unassisted 
by the government, the settlers were forced to rely for 
security on their own bmvery and exertions. Although 
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CHAP, young, no person was more distinguished than Andrew 
' Jackson, in defending the country ag»nst these preda- 
tory incursions of the savages, who continually ha- 
rassed the frontiers, and not unfrequentiy approached 
the heart of the settlements, which were thin, but not 
widely extended. He suded alS^e in garrisoning the 
fiarts, and in pursuing and chastising the enemy. 

In the jesar 17d6, having, by his patriotism, firm- 
ness, and talents, secured to Mmself a distinguished 
standing with all classes, he was chosen one of the 
memb^s of the convention, for establishing a consti- 
tution for the state. His good conduct and zeal for 
the public interest, on this occasion, brought him more 
conspicuously to view ; and, without proposing or so- 
liciting, he was, in the same year, elected a member of 
the house of representatives, in congress, fc»* the state 
of Tennessee. The following year, his reputation 
continuing to increase, and every bosom feeling a wish 
to raise him to still higher honours, he was chosen a 
member of the United States* senate. 

The state of Tennessee, on its admission into the 
Union, comprising but one military division, and ge- 
neral Conway, who commanded it, as major general, 
dying about this time, Jackson, 'without being con- 
sulted on the subject, and witiiout the least intimation 
of what was in agitation, vt^as chosen, by the field offi- 
cers, to succeed him ; which appointment he continued 
to hold, until May, 1814, when he was constituted a 
major general in the United States* service. 

Growing tired of political life, for the intrigues of 
which he found himself unqualified, and having for 
two years voted in the minority in congress, he re- 
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^gned his seat in the senate, in 1799. To this mea- CHAP, 
sure he was strongly uiged, by a wish to make way 
fo€ gena:al Smith, who, he conjectured, would, in that 
capacity, be able to rend^ more important services to 
the govonment than himself* His country, unwilling 
that his talents should remain inactive and^unemployed, 
again demanded his services. Immediately after his 
resignation, he was appointed one of the judges of the 
supreme court pf the state. Sensibly alive to the diffi- 
cult duties of tMs station, and impressed with the 
great injury he might do to suitcffs, by erroneous 
decisions, he advanced to the office with reluctance, 
and in a short time resigned it ; leaving it open for 
those, who, he believed, were better qualified than 
himself, to discharge its intricate and important duties. 
Determined now to spend his life in tranquillity and 
retirement, he settled himself on an elegant farm, ten 
miles from Nashville, on the Cumberland river; where, 
for several years, he enjoyed all the comforts of do- 
mestic and social inta'course. Abstracted from the 
busy scenes of public life, surrounded by fiiends whom 
he loved, and who entertained for Wim the highest vc* 
neration and respect, and blessed with an amiable and 
affectionate consort, nothing seemed wanting to the 
completion of that happiness he so anxiously desired 
whilst in office. But a period approached, when all tiiese 
endearments were agdn to be abandoned, for the duties 
of more active life. Great Britain, by multiplied out- 
rages on our rights, as an independent and neutral na- 
tion, had provoked fi*om our government a declaration 
of war against her. This measure, thojugh founded in 
abundant cause, had been long forborne, and every at- 
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CHAP, tempt at conciliaiioii made, without effect : when, at 
length, it was resetted to, as the only alternative that 



could preserve the honour and dignity of the nis^n. 
General Jackson, ever devoted to the interest of his 
country, from that moment, knew no wish so strong ais 
that of entering into her service, against a power, which, 
independent of public considerations, he had many 
private reasons for disliking. In her, he could trace 
the efficient cause, why, in early life, he had been left 
forlorn and wretched, without a single relation in the 
world. His proud and inflexible mind, however, could 
not venture to solicit an appointment in the army, now 
about be raised. He remained wholly unknown, tmtil, 
at the head of the militia, employed against the Creek 
Indians, his constant vigilance, and the splendour of 
his victories, apprised the general govemmoit of those 
great military talents which he so eminently possessed, 
and conspicuously displayed, when oppcxtunities for 
exerting them were afforded. 

The acts of congress, of the 6th of February, and 
July, 1812, afforded the means of bringing into view 
a display of those powers, wluch, unfortunately, being 
unknown, had too long slumbered in inaction. Uhder 
these acts, authorizing the president to accept the ser- 
vices of fifty thousand volunteers, he addressed the 
citizens of his division, and twenty-five hundred flock- 
Tender of ^^ ^ ^* standard. A tender of them having been 
services made, in November he received orders to descend the 

to govern- 
ment ' Mississippi, for the defence of the lower country, which 

was then thought to be in danger. Accordingly," on 

the 10th of December, those troops rendezvoused at 

Nashville, prepared to advance to the place of their 
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desdhatioii ; and, altliougfa the weather was then ex- CHAP« 
ceasivdy severe, and the ground covered with snow, 



none could have displayed greater firmness. The 
general was every where with them, inspiring them 
nvith die ardour that animated his own bosom. The 
cheerful spirit widi which they submitted to hard^ps, 
and bore privati(msy on the very onset of their military 
career, as weU as the order and subordination they so 
feadUy observed, were happy presages of what might 
be e^tpeded, wl^n they ^K)uld be directed to face an 
enony. 

Having procured supplies, and made the necessary 1813. 
arrangements for an active campaign, they {Axx:eeded9 
the 7th of January, on their journey ; and, descend- ^eacenda 
ing the Ohio and Mississippi, through cold and ice^H^^.^J*" 
arrived and halted at Natchez. Here Jackson was in- 
structed to remain, until he should recdve further or- 
ders. Having chosen a healthy site for the encamp- 
ment of his troops, about two miles firom Washington, 
he devoted lus time, with the utmost industiy, to 
taining and preparing them for active service. The 
ckMids of war, however, in that quarter, having blown 
over, he received an order fix>m the secretary of war, 
dated the 5th of January, Meeting Mm, on the re- 
ceipt diereof, to dismiss those under his command, 
fixjm service, and to take measures for delivering over 
every article of public property, in his p6ssession, to 
maijix general Wilkinson. When tins order reached 
Ids camp, there were one hundred and fifty on the 
mck report, fifty-six of whom were unable to raise 
their heads, and almost the whole of them destitute of 
the means of defiraying the expenses of their return : 
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CHAP, the consequence, therefore, o£ a strict coqipliance 
• ^with the secretary's order, must have been, that ma- 
^y of the ^ick would have perished, whilst most of 
the rest would, fix>m necessity, have been compelled 
to enlist in the r^ular army, under general Wilkinson. 
Such alternatives were neither congenial with their 
general's wi3hes, nor such as they had expepted, on 
adventuring with him ; he had canied them from home^ 
fuid, the &te of war and disease apart, it was his duty, 
he believed, to bring them back. Whether an ejc- 
pectation, that, by this plan, many of them would be 
compelled into the regular ranks, had formed any part 
of the motive that occasioned the order Ux their dis- 
charge, at so great a distance from home, cannot be 
known ; and it would be uncharitable to insinuate so se^ 
nous and foul an accusation, without the strongest evi- 
dence to support it. Be this as it may, general Jackson 
could not think of sacrificing or injuring an army that 
had shown such devotedness to their country ; and he 
determined to disregard the order, and march them 
back to their honies, \vhere they had been embodied ; 
rather than discharge them where they would be ex- 
posed to the greatest hardships and dangers. To this 
measure he was prompted, not only by the reasons 
already mentioned, but by the con^eration, that 
many of the troops under his command were young 
men, the cluldren of his neighbours and acquaintances, 
who had delivered them into his hands, as to a guar- 
dian, who, with parental solicitude, would watch over 
and protect their welfare. To have abandoned them, 
therefore, at such a time, and under such circumr 
stances, would liave drawn on him the merited censure 
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of the most deservii^ part of Us fellow-citizens. Add CHAP, 
to this, those young men themselves, who were con 
fined by sickness, learnii^ the nature of the order he 
had received, implored him, with tears in their eyes, 
not to abandon them in so ^cest an extremity, remind- 
ing him, at die same time, of his assm^ances that he 
would be to them as a &ther, and of the implicit con- 
fidence they had placed in his word. This was an 
appeal, which it would have been difEcuIt for the feel- 
ings of Jackson to have resisted, had it been without 
the support of other we^hty considerations ; but, in* 
fluenced by tiiiem all, he had no hesitation in coming 
to a determination. 

Having made known his resolution to the field offi- 
cers, it met, apparently, their approbation ; but those 
officers, amongst whom were colonek Martin, AUcom^ 
and Bradkjy and those attached to the platoons, after 
retiiing firom hb presence, assembled late at night, in 
secret caucus, and recommended to him an abandon* 
ment of his purpose, and an immediate discharge of 
his troops. Great as was the astonishment, which this 
measure excited in the general, it produced a sdll high- 
er sentiment of indignation. In reply, he urged the 
duplicity of their conduct, and reminded them, that al- 
thoAigh to those who possessed funds and health, such 
a course could produce no inconvenience, yet to the 
unfortunate soldier, who was destitute of both, no mea- 
sure could be more calamitous. He concluded by 
telling them, that his resolution not having been hasti- 
ly formed, nor bottomed on light considerations, was 
unalterably fixed; and that immediate preparations 
must be made for carrying it into execution. 
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CHAP. He losi no time in making known to the secretary 
^' of \var, the resolution he had adopted; to disregard tl:^ 
order he had given, and return his army to the place 
where he had received it« He praited in strong terms 
the evils it was calculafced to produce, and exjM'essed 
the astonishment he felt, that it should have originated 
with the famous author of the " Newburg Letters," 
the then redoubted advocate for solders' rights. 

Generd Wilkinson, to whom the public property 
was directed to be delivered, learning that the deter- 
mination had been taken, to march the tnx^ back, 
and to take with them, so mtich of that property as 
should be necessary to their return, admonished Jack« 
son, in a letter of solemn and m}r$terioUB import, of the 
awfiil and dangerous responsibility he was taking on 
himself, by that measure. General Jackson replied, that 
his conduct, and the consequences to which it might 
lead, had been deliberately weighed, and that he was 
prepared to abide the re^lt Wilkinscm had previously 
given orders to his officers, to recruit fix>m Jackson's 
army ; they were advised, however, on thdr first ap^ 
pearance, that those troops were already in the service 
of the United States, and that thus situated, they should 
not be enlisted. 

The quiffter master, having been ordered to furoish 
the necessary transportation, for the conveyance of 
the sick and baggage to Tennessee, immediately set 
about the performance of the task ; but, as the event 
proved, with no intention of executing it. Still, he 
continued to keep up the semblance of exertion ; and 
the better to deceive, the very day before that, which 
had been appointed for breaking up the encampment, 
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and oommeiidDg the return march, deven wagons ar- CHAP, 
rived there by his order. The next momfaig, however,, 
when eveiy thii^ was about to be packed up, the 
quarter master entered the encampment, and discharg- 
ed the wh(4e. He was grossly mistaken in the man 
he- had to deal with, and had now played lus own 
tricks too far, to accomplish the object, which he 
had, no doubt, been instructed to effect Disregard- 
ing thdr ^smissal, so evidently designed to prevent 
his marching back his men, general Jackson seized 
upon these wagons, yet within his lines, and used them 
for the transportation of hb sick. It deserves to be 
recollected, that this quarter master, so socm as he had 
received directions for furnishing transportation, des- 
patched an express to. general Wilkinson : and there 
can be but little doubt, that the course of duplicity he 
afterwards pursued, was a concerted plan between him 
and that general, to defeat the design of Jackson ; com- 
pel him to abandon the course he had adopted ; and, in 
this way, draw to the regukff army many of the sol- 
diers, who, from necessity, would be driven to enlist. 
IntUs attempt^ they were fortunately disappointed. 
Adheiing to his (xiginal purpose, he marched back 
the whole of his division, to the section of country 
whence they had been drawn, and dismissed them 
from service, as he had been instructed. 

To set an example, that might buoy up the sinking 
spirits of lus troops, in the long and arduous march 
bef(xe them, he yielded up his horses to the sick, and 
encountered all the hardships that were met by the sol- 
diers. It was at a time of year when the roads were 
extremely .bad, and the swamps, lying in their passage, 
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CHAP, deep and full ; yet, under these circumstances, he pk- 
^cal before his troops an example of patience^ and hard- 
ship, that lulled to silence all complaints, and won to 
him, still stronger than before, the esteem and respect 
of every one. On arriving at Nashville, he communi- 
cated to the president of the United States, the course 
he had pursued, and the reasons that had induced it. 
If it had become necessary, he had sufficient grounds 
on which he could have justified his conduct Had he 
suffered general Wilkinson to have accomplished what 
was clearly his intention, it was an event which might, 
at the moment, have benefited the service, by adding 
to increased strength to the army ; yet the example 
would have been of so serious a character, that injury 
would have been the final result. Whether the inten- 
tion of thus forcing* these men to enlist into the regu- 
lar ranks, had its existence under the direction of the 
government, or not, such would have been the univer- 
sal belief; and all would have felt a deep abhorr^ice, 
at beholding the patriots of the country sent off, unda- 
pretence of danger, whilst the concealed design was, 
by increasing their necessities, at a distance fix>m home, 
to compel them to an act which they would have ab- 
stained fit)m, under diffisrent circumstances. His con- 
duct was approved of, and the expenses incurred di- 
rected to be paid* 
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CHAPTER II. 

Indian preparation for hostilitie9.-*Tecumseh arriTes amongst 
the southern tribes $ his intrigae6wi-47i^l wars of the Creeks. 
— Oestmction of FortMimmA^— Eiyedition against the In* 
dians. — Jackson joins the army, and enters the enemj's 
coantrj. — Scarcity of supplies in his camp. — ^Learns the 
savages are embodied.— -His address to his troops.-— <Seeks 
to form a junction with the East Tennessee division, under 
general Cocker-Detaches general CoAe across the Coosa. 
-^Battle of Talloshatchee. 



THE volunteers, who had descended the river, be* CHAP, 
ingcfischaiged, early in May, there was litde expectation }^^ 
diat they would be again called for. Temiessee was 
too remotdy situated in the interior of the country, to 
expect their services would be required at home, and 
hidierta the &iti^ had discovered no serious intention 
of waging operations against any part of Louinana. 
Uneir repose, however, was not of long duration. 
Tlie Creek Indians, inhabiting Ae country lying be- 
tween the Chatahochee and Tombigbee, and exten«Ung 
from the Tennessee river to the Florida line, had lately 
manifested strong symptoms of hostility towards the 
United States, finom which they had recdved yearly 
pensions,, and every assistance which the most liberal 
policy could bestow* This dispo^tion was greatly 
strengdiened, by the means used by the northern In^ 
dians, who were then making preparations for a war 
against the United States, and who wished to engi^ 
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CHAP, the southern tribes in the same entorprise. This they 
^bdieved to be of much importance ; as, by ?<^iffil«?g 



the whole line of our frontiera at Aie same time, th^ 
would be able, at once, to gratify thek vengeance, and 
enrich themselves with plunder. 

An artful impostor had, about tins time, qirai^ up 
amongst the Shawnees, who, by passing for a pcophet, 
commissioned by *^ the Great Spirit," to communicate 
liis mandates and assurances to his red, children, had 
acquired, among his own and the neighbouring tribes, 
the most astonislung influence. Clothed, as thejr be* 
lieved him to be, with such hi^ powers, they listened 
to his most extravagant doctrines, and in them fiiUy 
confided. In a little time, he succeeded in kindling a 
phrenzy and rage against the Anglo. Americans, which 
soon after burst forth m acts of destnictive. violence. 
TecomsehHis brodier, Tecumadi, who became so fionoua during 
t^ credc ^ ^^^^^9 ^'^^^ deqiatched to tbe soudicm tribes, to ex- 
nation. ^^ ^ gg^e temper. To the Crreks, as by fiur the 
most numerous and powerfiil, as well as the most lia- 
ble, firom their akuation and habits, to be influenced 
by his suggestions, he'dirocted his principal atteitfion. 
Having enttred tiieir nation, some time in the spnog 
of 1812, he repaired to Tookaubatdm, where he had 
several conferences with the chiefa ; but not meeting 
with ti>e encourageiQent he expected, he returned to 
the Alabama, which he had previously visited, and 
commenced his operations. 

Finding here several leaders of great influence, who 
readily entered into his views, he was enabled to cany 
on Ins schemes with great success; Deriving his pow- 
ers firom his brother, the Prophet^ whose extraotdinaiy 
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c onmi wui on and codowments were, befoit this, wdl CHAP. 
uiidcaiU^o d lyidl die ndg^iboimng tribes m 



Ub antfaon^ was regarded with the hig^iest veneration. 
He %trang!)r tntadicted all intercouTBe widi the whites, 
and prevailed on the greater part of the Alabamians to 
ftrowaside the inifdementA and clothing which that 
kucfcoorBe had furnished, and return again to thdr 
onrage state, fifom wUch he r e| i r cac n tB d them as highly 
culpable for having suffered themadves to be estran- 
ged. In a word, no means ware left untried to ex- 
cite them to the most deadly animoaity and cruel 
war. To give additional we^fait to Uia councils, this 
designing nusfriooary gave aasumncea of aid and sup* 
port from Great Britain ; wliose power and riches he 
represented as aimost without limits^ and qiute suffi- 
cient fir die subjugation of the United States. So 
great an influence did his intrigues and <Uscourses ob- 
tain over ibe minds of many, that it was with difficulty 
die most turbident of them could be restramed from 
ruamng immediately to arms, and committing depre- 
dations on the eaqxised frontieis. This hasty measure, 
however, he represented as calculated to deftat the 
great ^an of operatioos which he was labouring to 
concert ; and ei^oined the utmost secrecy and quiet- 
ness, until the moment should arrive, viien, all their 
preparations being ready, diey might be aUe to strike 
a genend waA decisive blow; in the mean time, they 
were to be industriously emj^yed in collecting arms 
and ammunition, and odier necessary implements of 
war. 

Having ordained a chief prophet, whose ^vord was 
to be regarded as infidlible, and whose directions were 
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CHAP. to be implicitly followed; and established a r^;ular 
^gradation of inferior dependents, to scatter his doctrines, 
through the diflbrent parts of the nation, Tecumseh 
set out to hb own tribe, acccmipanied by sevarfl of 
the natives. 

From.tMs lime, a regular conmiunicalion was kept 
up, between the Creeks and the ncHthom tribes, in re- 
laticm to the great enterprise, which they were concert* 
ing together; whilst the parties, carryingit on, com- 
mitted fi^u^it depredations on the frcmtier setders. 
By one of these, in the summer of 1812, several &- 
milies had been murdered, in a shocking manner, 
near the mouth of the Ohio ; and shordy afterwards, 
another par^, entering the limits of Tenpessee, butch- 
ered, with sdll greater barbarity, two &milies of wo- 
men and children, on Duck river. Similar outrages 
were committed on the fitntiers of Geoi^ia, and- were 
continued, at intervals, on the inhabitants of Tennessee, 
' along her southern bouildaiy. 

These multiplied outrages at lei^th attracted die 
attention of the general government; and, applica- 
tion was made, throng their agait, .{cokmel Hawkins,) 
to the principal chiefs of the nation^ i;«^ resolved to 
punish the murderers with death; and inunediatdy 
appointed a party of warriors to cany thdr determina- 
tion into execution. No sooner was ttus dcxie, than the 
spirit of the- greater part of ti)e nation, which, from 
policy, had beeti kept, in a considerable d^ree, dor- 
mant, suddenly burst into a flame, and kindled a civil 
war. 

It was not difficult for the friends of those murder* 
ers, who had been put to death, to prevail on others, 
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who secredy applauded the acts for which diey suffer- CHAP, 
ed, to enter wvmly into their resentments against^ 
those who had beert concerned in bringing them to 
punishment An occasion was at hand, as they be- 
lieved, fully authorizing them to throw aside all those 
injunctions of secrecy, widi regard to thdr hostile in- 
tentioflis, wfaidihad been imposed on them by Tecum- 
seh and thdr prophets. This restramt, which, hitherto, 
they had r^arded with much difficulty, they now re- 
solved to Is^ aside, and to execute thdr insatiate and 
long-projected vengeance, not only on the white people, 
but on those of their own nation, who, by this last act, 
had unequivocally shown a dispoffltion to preserve thdr 
friendship with the former. The cloak of concealment 
being now thrown aside, the war clubs^ were imme- 
diatdy seen in every section of the nati<m ; but more 
particularly among the numerous hordes residing near 
the Alabama. Kandiriung these in their hands, they 
rushed, in die first instance, on ti\ose of their own 
countrymen, who had shown a disposition to preserve 
their relations witii the United States, and obliged them 
to retire towards the wbite setdements, and place them- 
sdves in forts, to escape the first ebullition of thdr 
rage. Encouraged by tlus success, and their numbers, 
which hourly increased ; and in&tuated in the highest 

* Instmroents used by the Indian tribes, on commencing hos- 
tilities; and which, when painted red, they consider a declara- 
tion of war. They are formed of a stick, about eighteen inches 
in length, with a strong piece of sharp iron affixed at the end ; 
and in appearance resemble a hatchet. They use tliem prin- 
cipally in pursuit, and after they have been able to introduce 
confusion into the ranks of an enemy. 
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degree, b]r the pDedictioiis of their prag^iets, ivho bb- 
sured them, tbat '^ the Great Spirit" was on thdr side. 



and would enaUe them to triumjdbi over all their ene* 
mies ; th^ be^ to make immediate preptotdoiis £3r 
extending dieiriavs^es to the white setdements. Fort 
Mimms, shuated in the Tenaaw setdement, in the Mb- 
siaof^i teiritDiy, was the first point destined to satiate 
thdr cruelty and vei^eance. It contained, at that time, 
aboQt one hundred and fifty men, under the command 
of nuyor Beaslejr, besides a considerable number of 
women and children, who had betaken themaelifes to it 
for security. Having collected a supply of ammunition, 
from the Spaniasds, at Pensacola, and assembled their 
warriors,) to the number o( saxot seven hundred, the 
war party, on the SOth of August, conunenccd their 
^^' assault on thefort; and having succeeded in carrying 
^} '^ it, put to death nearly three hundred persons, including 
women and children, with the most savage baitiBrity. 
The slaughter was indiscriminate ; mercy was extend- 
ed to none; and the tomahawk often cleft the modier 
and the child, at the same stroke. But seventeen of 
the whole number, ki die fert, escaped, to bring intel- - 
ligence of the dreadful catastrophe. This monstrous 
and unprovoked outrage no sooner reached Teraieasee, 
than the whole state was thrown into a ferment, and 
nothing was thought or spoken of, but retaliatory ven- 
geance. Ccmsidemble excitement had aheady been 
produced, by brutalities of earlier date, and mea- 
siu*es had been adopted by the governed*, in conformi^ 
with instrucdons fi-om the secretary of war, for com- 
mencing a campaign against diem ; but the massacre 
at Fort Mimms, which threatened to be Allowed by the 
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entne detfrudkn of tbe Mobile and TomUgbee set- CHAP. 
Uementm umpired a deep and umvcrsal sentiment of^ 
solicitiide, and an earnest wish for q)eedy and effecCu* 
al opeg9iAom* The imxiety felt on tbe occasion^ waa 
greatly incwased, ftom an ajqprehension, that general 
Jackson would not be able to cominand. He waa the 
ontf iBan» known in the state^ who was believed ^la* 
lifted to dischaige the arduous duties of thestatioi^ and 
wha could carry widi him, the complete confidence of 
faissohltera. He was at this time confined to his room, 
with a fcactvred arm, and a wound in his body, by a 
pistol ball, recdved in a private rencounter, some time 
before : aithou^ this iq;>prehension was seriously in- 
dulged, measures were indusiriously taken, to prepare 
the expedition with the utmost despatch. 

A numerous ccdlecticm of reqpectaUe citizens, who 
convened at Nashville, on the 18di of September, for 
the purpose of devising the most effectual ways and 
means of affording protecti(m to thrir brethren in dis- 
tress, after conferring with the governor and general 
Jackson, who was still coi^^ to lus room, strongly 
advisedsthe propriety of marching a suiEcient army in- 
to the heart of the Creek nation ; and ac^pordingly re- 
commended this measure, with great earnestness, to 
tbe legislature, wluch, in a few days afterwards, com- 
menced its session. That body, penetxated with the 
same ^sentiments which animated the whole countxy , 
immediately enacted a law, authorizing the executive 
to call imo the field thirty-five hundred of the militia, 
to be marched against the Indians ; and, lest the ge- 
neral government should omit to adopt them into their 
service, 3(X),(XX) dollars were voted fiar their support. 
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CHAP. Additional reasons vrtxe at hand, why acdve opera* 
^tions should be commenced with the least possiUedday* 



The setders were fledng to the interior, and every day 
bnought intelligence, that the Creeks, collected in lai^ 
, force, were bending thdr course towards the fix>ntiers 
Gredcww.of Tennessee. The governor now issued an order to 
general Jackson, requiring him to call out, and rendez- 
vous at Fayetteville, in the shortest 'possible time, two 
thousand of the militia and volunteers of his division, 
to repel any invasion that mi^t be contemplated. 
Colonel Coffee, in addition to • five hundred cavalry, 
already raised, and under his command, was authorized 
and instructed to (xganize and receive into his regi- 
ment, any mounted riflemen, that might make a tender 
of their services. 

Having received these <»rders, Jackson directed co- 
lonel Coffee, with the f(Mx:e then under his command, 
and such additional mounted riflemen as could be at- 
tached at a short notice, to hasten forward to the neigh- 
bourhood qf HuntsviMe, and occupy some eligible po- 
sition, for the defence of the firontier, until the in&ntry 
could arrive ; when it was contempkited to push him 
on, by the qparest route, to fort St Stephens. The 
infantry, conwting, in part, of the late detachment of 
volunteers, who descended the Mississippi, were di- 
rected to appear at the place appointed, on the 4th of 
October, well equipped for active service. He stated 
to them the imperious necessity, which demanded 
their services, and required them to be punotual ; that 
their firontiers were threatened with invasion by a savage 
foe. ^^ Ah'eady are large bodies of the hostile Creeks 
marching to your borders, with their scalping knives 
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UM hc rf bed, Id iMttdier your vvdi^ and diHdren : CHAP. 
liineisDHitebeioaL We uniBt hasten Id llie frontier. 



<r we shail Stid it drenched ki the bksod 6t our citi- 
zeos! ITie heakh of your general 18 reatored«--he w91 
coBifWMnd in pnerson." 

Emery c jD alkm ivas now' made, to hasten the prepa- 
radonsfir a Tigoious campaign. Orders were given to 
the quarter master, to fiumish the necessary munitions, 
mth the proper transportation ; and to the contractors, 
to provide anq>le siq>plies of provisions. The day of October 4 
didr rendezvous being arrived^ and the general not 
being ^^dicienfly recovered of his wound, to attend 
in person, he sent, by his aid-de-camp, major Reid, 
an address, to be read to the troops, accompanied by 
an order for the establidunent of the police of the 
camp. In this address, he pomted to the unprovoked 
injuries tibat had been so long inflicted by this horde of 
merdless and cruel savages ; and intreated his soldiers ' 
to evince lliat zeal in the defence of their country, 
which the * importance of the moment s6 much re- 
quired* " We are about to furnish these savages a j^^^^ 
lesson of adAiomtion ; — ^we are about to teach diem, to hw 
diat our long forbearance has not proceeded from an 
insensibihty to wrongs, or inability to redress them. 
They stand in need of such warning. In proportion 
as we have borne with their insults, and submitted to 
their outrages, have they multiplied in number, and 
increased m atrocity. But the measure of their offences 
b at length filled. The blood of our women and chil- 
dren, recently spilled at Fort Mimms, calls for our ven- 
geance ; it must not call in vain. Our borders ihust 
no longer be disturbed by the war whoop of these 

£ 
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CHAP, savages, or the cries of suffering victiRls. Theloich 
' ^that has been lighted up, must be madcto Uaze in tiie 
heart of their owti country. It is time they diouid be 
made to fed the weight of a power, which, because it 
was merciful, they believed to be impotent. But how 
shall a war so long forborne, and so loudly called for 
by retributive justice, . be waged ? Shall we imitate the 
example of our enemies, in the disorder of their move- 
moits, and the savageness of thdr dispoahions? Is it 
worthy die character ci American soldiers, who take 

• up arms to redress the wrongs of an injured country, 
to assume no better model than thatiumished them by * 
barbarians? No, fdlqw soldiers ; great as are the griev- 
ances that have called us firom our homes, we must 
not permit disorderiy passions to tarnish the reputation 
we shall cany along with us ; — we must and will be 
victorious ; but we must conquer as men who owe 
nothing to chance, and who, in the midst of victory, 
can still be mindfiil of what is due to humaility ! 

^^ We will commence the. campaign by an inviolable 
attention to discipline and subordination. Without a 
strict observance of these, victory must ever be un- 

. certain, and ought hardly to be exulted in, even when 
gained. To what but the entire disregard of order 
and subordination,* are we to ascribe the disasters whiclj 
have attended our arms in the north, during the present 
war ? How glorious will it be to remove the blots, 
which have tarnished the fair character Jbequeathed us 
by the fathers of our revolution ! The bosom of your 
general b full of hope. He knows the ardour .which 
animates you, and already exults in the triumph, which 
your strict observance o[ discipline and good order 
will render certain." 
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For die police of hia camp, he anaounced the fol- CHAP, 
lowing order : 



^^ The diain of sentiiMb will be marked,* and the 
sentries posted, precisely at ten o'clock to day. 

*^ No sutler will be suffered to sdl spiritous liquors 
to any soldier, widiout peanission, in writing, firom a 
commisffloned officer, under the penalties prescribed 
by the rules and articles of war. 

^* No citizen will be permitted to pass the chain oi 
sentinds, after letreaft beat in the evening, until reveille 
in the morning. Drunkenness, the bane of alloiderly 
encampments, b positively forbidden, both in officers 
and privates : officers, under the penalty of immediate 
arrest; and privates, of being placed under guard, there 
to remab, until liberated by a court martial. 

'^ At reveille beat, all officers and soldiers are to ap- 
pear <xi parade, with thdr arms and accoutrements in 
proper order. 

^' On parade, silence, the duty of a soldier, is posi* 
tivdy commanded. 

<< No officer or soktier is to sleep out of camp, but 
by permission obtained." 

These rules, to those who had scarcdy yet passed 
the line that separates the citizen fiom the soldier, and 
who had not yet laid aside the notions of self sove- 
reignty, had the appearance of too much r^;our ; but 
the general wdl knew, that the expedition in which 
they were embarked involved much hazard; and 
that, although such lively fedii^ were manifested 
now, yet when hardships pressed, these might cease. 
He considered it much' safer, therefore, to lay before 
d)em, at once, the rules of ccaiduct to which they 
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CHAP, must confona ; bd&eving k nri^^ be mote difficalt to 
drive Ucenti6usness from fab camp, than to prerent 



Its eotrBnce, * <» 

Impatient ta join fats divisioii^ sddiQifcg^ his^faeAh. 
was £ur from being restored,^ fab ami cmly beg^mung to 
faeal, the geoecal, ki'a few days aftcmrards^ set ottt for 
the enGampment, and reached it on tfe Ttfa. Fkidiag^ 
on hb ^rival, that the r^mskkm was not compiete^ 
dtfaer in the number of men^ or tbe necessary equip- 
ments, meamires were instantly taken to remedy the 
deficiaicy^ Orders wjece directed t04the several brigi»* 
diers in his di?rision, to hasten* ivunediately tfadr re- 
spective quotas,, fali^ equi]^ed for active opeiatioiiSi 

Ckx^umstanoes did not permit hiiyi to semaia at this.' 
place long enough to Iumfc the deUnquencies complain- 
ed of remediied, and the yanks of his army fiEed. Cb- 
October, lonel Cofee had piooeeded with hb mounted volnv- 
teers, to cover Huntsville, and.give security to the frovi'- 
liers. On the night of the 8th, a let^sep was recdved 
from him, dated two days bef<»^, advising, diattwo Inf- 
cKans, bd(»i^g to the peace party, had just arrived at 
the Tennessee river, from Chinnaby'sfort, on die Coo- 
sa, witfa information that the war party had de^tateh- 
ed eight hundred kx a thousand of dieir warrior^ to 
attack the frontiers of Georgia ; and, with the remain- 
der of their fcx^ces, were marching against Huntsville, 
or Yost Hampton. In consilience of thb mtelligence, 
exertions were made to hasten a movement Late on 
the following night, another express arrived, confirming 
the former statement,, and repi:es»dng the enemy, in 
great farce, to be rapidly approaching the Tennessee, 
Orders were now given for preparing Ae line of march, 



r 



hm 09 GEN. tAjCEtmi. ^ 

add fajrume o'cteck llie actldB)r, tfaevlMledMiknCBAR 
i«a» ID motion^ They had not proceeded mai^ mUes^ 
when they wcie met with intdligeiice that colcoel 
GJbsOiv who- had been sent out by Cofeer to peeon- 
iu»ltfe the wpvgiu c ms df the enemyy had been kiflbd 
by fndf asdvance* A strong deuce haod be«» Kiaiii# 
fested to be led ferwHid ; that desgc itas now s tr fel^i> 
enedybydlc infonsalum just received ; anditwaswidi 
dificuhy didr emoti<M» could be restrahied. Thqr 
mended tfaeff pace^ and before eight o'dock at night, 
armed at HnntsviDe, a distance of 4nrty-two miles* 
Leaovnng here, dud! the iidbrmattonr was erroatsDus,. 
yfbich had occasioned so hasty a moTenenft,. die gtne- 
nd encamped his tnDops ; having intended to march 
theni that night tx> die Tennessee, had k been conffarm- 
ed. Tlie next day, die line o£ march was resnmed. 
The itiftience of die late excitement was now viable 
in the las^tude wiuch fottowed its removaiL Proceed- 
ing slowly, they crossed the Tennessee, at Dittoes 
laiding, and united in the evening vMx colond Coffee's 
reghnent, wluch had previoi»ly occupied a command*' 
ing blufi^ 0A the soudi bank of die river* From- dns 
place, in a few days afterwards, Jackson detadied co- 
lonel Coffee, widi seven hundred men^ to scour the. 
Black Warrior, a stream rumung feom die nordsr^east, 
and emptying intothe Tombi^^see; on which were 
supposed to be setded several poptdoua viHages of die 
enemy. He himself remainbd at this- encampment a 
week, urang die umiost pains, in training his tfoq>s for 
service, and labouring incessandy to procure the ne- 
cessary suppli^ for a campaign, Vhich he had deter- 
mined to carry direcdy intb die heart of the enemy's 
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CHAP, country. Towards the latter object, fab 'attention had 
^been invariably directed, and hb industry emjAoyed, 
fnxa the time the expedition was projected. 

With ^ major general Cocke, who commanded ^le 
cBvision of East Tennessee milida, an arrangement had 
been made, the preceding month, in which he had en- 
gaged to furnish large quantities of bread stuff, at Dit- 
to's landing. The facility of jMX>curing it in that quar- 
ter, and the convenient transportation afibhled by the 
river, left no doubt on the mind of Jackson, but that 
the engagement wSold be punctually complied Math. 
To provide, however, agiunst die bare pos^bytty of a 
fiulure, and to be guarded agsdnst all contingencies that 
might happen, he had addressed his appUcations to vari- 
ous other sources. He had, on the same subject, written 
in the most pressing manner, to the governw of Geor- 
gia, with whose forces it was proposed to act in con- 
cert ; to colonel Meigs, agent to the Cherokee nation 
of Indians ; and to general White, who commanded 
the advance of the -East Tennessee troops. Prenous- 
ly to his arrival at HuntsviHe, he had received assur-^ 
ances fit>m the two latto*, that a considerable supply of 
flour, for the use of lus army, had been procured, and 
was then at Hiwassee, where boats were ready to trans* 
port it From general Cocke lumsdf, about the same 
time, a letter was recdved, stating that a hundred and 
&ty barrds of flour were then on die way to his en- 
campment, and exi»>essing a belief, that he should be 
able to procure, and fcx^vard on immediately, a thou- 
sand barrels more. With pres^ng importunity, he had 
addressed himself to*tfae contractcHs, and th^* had giv- 
en him assurances, that on his crossing the Tennessee, 
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^i^.iiioiild be^prqMred wi^ twenty dqm' ntioDSy for CHAP* 
Ills whole QODtmand; but finding, on Us arrival at^_j[^ 
Ditto's, that their preparations were not in such for- 
wardness as he had been led to expect, he was com- 
pdled, finr a time, to suq^end any general openU^oBB. 
Calculating, however, vdth great c<»ifidence, oa exer- 
. tions, which, he had been promised, should be unre- 
mitting; and on the qpeedy arrival of those siqyplies, 
descending the river, which had be^ abrcady unac- 
countably delayed ; he hq>ed, in a few days, to be pla- 
ced in a situation to act efficiently. Whilst he was 
encouraged by these expectations, Shelocta, the son of 
Chinnaby , a principal chief among the friendly Cpedijs, 
arrived at his can^, .to scdicit his speedy movement, 
for the reUef of his fiither's fort^ which was then threat- 
ened by a considerable body of the war party, who had 
advanced to the ndghbourhood of the Ten Islands, cm 
* the Coosa. Influenced by his represeirtations, Jackscxi, 
on the 18th, gave orders for taking up the line of 
march on the following day, and notified* the contract- 
ors of this arrangement, that thqr might be prepared 
to issue, immediately, such supplies as they had on 
.hand ; but, to his great astonishment, he then, fi3r the 
first time, was apprised of thdr entire itiability to supply 
him, whilst on his march. Having drawn what they 
had in their power to furnish, amounting to only a 
few days' rations, they were deposed, and others 
appointed, on whose industry and performance, he 
believed, he might more safely rely. The scarcity 
of his provisions, however, at a moment like the pre- 
sent, when there was ev^ appearance that the -enemy 
might be met, and a blow stricken to advantage, was 
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The route he woykl hare to luke, to gain the fiQt!t> 
ky, fix* a cotifiidanble digtaiiGe, up the river: might 
not the boate, kmg^expected fixmi Hiwasaee, aad ^^ 
he fdt-stroxigfy assured must be near at hand, be met 
wilfa on ^ way ?* He determined to proceed ; and, 
having passed bis army and' baggage wagons over, 
several mouivtBins of stupendous size, and sudi as wen 
though! almost i<Mipafi8dble by foot passaigere, lie ar- 
rived, on the 22d of OetcA)er, at Thompson's credc, 
which empties intp the Tennessee, tweaty-rfour miles 
dx>ve Ditto's. Hare he proposed the estaUi^ment of 
a permanent depot, fat the reception of supplies, to be 
sent either np or down the river. Disappointed in the 
h<^>es with which he had adventured on his march, he 
remained hare several flays, m expectation of the boats 
that were coming to hb rdief. Thus harassed at the 
first onset, by difliculties wholly unexpected $ and 
fearing* that the same disregard of duty migbt in- 
duce a continuance, he lost no time in- opening every 
avenue to expedient, that the diances of future failure 
might be diminished. To general Floumoy, who com- 
manded at Mobile, he applied, uiging him to procure 
Ix'ead stuff, and' have it forwarded up the Alabama, by 
the time he should arrive on that river. The agent of 
the Choctaws, colonel M*Kee, who was* thm on the 
Tombigbee, was addressed in the same style of in- 
treaty. Expresses were despatdied to general Cocke 
and general White, who, with the advance of the East 
Tennessee division, had arrived at the Look Out 
mountain, in the Cherokee nation, uigii^ ^em to 
hasten on supplies. The assistance of the governor of 
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TemiesKe, in^ aba earaesdy bexKig^ To fiucilitate CHAP, 
tbe eKartioDS of the conlnctois, and to assure succe^ 
evesy thu^ within lus reach was attempted : several 
peraoDS of weabh and patriotism, in Madison coun^^ 
were solicited to afford them all the aid in their pow* 
tt'f and, to induce them more readily to extend it, their 
deep interest, immediately at stake^ was pointed to, 
add their deplorable and dangerous situation, should 
neoes^ty. coix^iel lum to withdraw his army, and leave 
them exposed to the mercy of the savages. 

Whilst these measures were takings two runners, 
from Turkqr town, despatched by Path-killer, a chief 
of the Cherokees, arrived at the camp. They brought 
infennatioo, that the enemy, from, nine of die hostile 
towns, were assembjjng in ff^t force near the Ten 
Ipl^oids ; and'SQiicited, that immediate assistance should 
be forded the fiieodly Creeks and. Cherokees, in thdr 
nfa^^bcmrhood, who were exposed to such inmiinent 
dai^^. His want (^ provisions was not yet remedied ; 
but, distributmg the partial supply that was on hand^ 
he resolved to proceed, in expectation that the relief 
he had so earoestty looked for, would, in a litde while, 
arrive^ and be forwarded on. 'Xo prepare his troops 
fear an engagement^ whidi heforesaw was soon to take 
place, he thus addressed them : 

" You have, fellow soldiers, at length penetrated the Address. 
country of your enemies. It is not to be believed, 
diatthey will abandon the soil that embosq^ns the bones 
of their fore&thers, without furnishing you an oppor- 
tmky ci sipializing your valour. Wise men do not 
expect ; brave men will not desire it. It was not to 
travel unmolested, through a biuren wilderness, that 

F 
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CHAR you quitted your &mifies fiid hbttm, &SA iMiiMBtdf 
to so many pnvati<>ns ; it vmi fo avenge Ae cMettks^ 
committed upon our dtfdicelesd' fr6nlier6, by the in- 
human Creeks, instigated by their rid less ilnhuiklte ti^ 
lies ; you shall not be disappointed. * If the encftiy fSbi 
before us, we vrill overtake, and ch&stiaie Imti ; weiurS 
teach him, hbw dreadfiil, when otic6 atoused, ia (he i^ 
sentment of freemen. But it is not by boasfihg, fhlf 
punishment is to be inflicted, or victory obtdbed. The 
same resolution, diat prompted us ta trice up aiftnSs^ 
must inspire us in batde. Men thus ^tnated, and 
thus resolved, baibarians can netcr conquer ; .^nd it y 
an enemy, barbarous in the e jrtreme, that we have rioW 
to fece. Thdt rfeUsftice mH be, on Ae damage Al^ 
can do you, Whilst you is^ asleep, and uiipre|liafidd«ft^ 

» ■ • ■ - 

action : their hope^ shall fail them, in iSae Hour tittiipt^ 
Hment- Soldiers, who know their dutj^, and are antb^ 
tious to perfonn it, sae not to be taken by surprise. Otitt 
sfentinels will never sleep, nor our soldiers be Unpr^^ 
pared for action : yet, whSst it is enjoined upon "flie 
sentmds, vigilantly to watch the approach of the foe, 
they are, at the same time, commanded not to fire at 
shadows. 'Imaginary danger must not deprive them 
of entire self possession. Our sol<£ers will He with 
their arms in their hands : and the moment an alarm is 
given, they will move to their respective positions, 
without nmse, and without confusion; they vnR be 
thus enabled to heacr the orders of their officers, smd to 
obey them with promptitude. 

" Great reliance will be placed, by the enemy, oa the 
consternation they may be able to spread dirougfa our 
ranks, by the hideous yells with which they commenee 
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Jt(#rlM^I ^ iyav^ memv^l Iwgh lit such efoto CHAP. 
to Bjbfm tjoMfa. k b i¥)it by beUowings an4 screams, 
tbfHt ^e wQt^od^ of do^th are inflicted. Y^u will te^ch 
^pe^ ii^oigy itssaaiantB, hpw weak are their weapons of 
vrarfiupe, by (^pftosii^ them with tl^ bayonet ^ whatln- 
iafm ever wkhetood its charge? what army, of any na- 
tion, ever withstood it long? 

'^ Yes, soldiers, the onder for a change, will be the 
^gnal for victm^. In that moment, your enemy wiU 
be seen, fledng i|i every directicm before you. But ip 
the moment of action, coolness and deliberation musjt 
be recorded; your fires made with precision and aim ; 
^md when oid^ed to cliaige with the bayonet, you 
must [»oceed to the assault with a quick and firm step ; 
.without trqndation or alarm. Then shall you behold 
the comjdetion of your hopes in the discomfiture of 
your enemy. Your general, whose duty, as well as 
roclinatioo, . is to watch over your safety, will not, to 
gMafy any wishes of hb own, rush you unnecessarily 
into dai^er. He knpws, however, that it b not in a^ 
sailiqg an enemy, that men are destroyed ; it is when 
retteating, and in ccmfusicm. Aware of this, he will be 
prompted as mudi by a regard toe your Uves, as your 
honow. He laments that he has been compelled, eveyi 
incidentally, to hint at a retreat when speaking to free^* 
men, and to soldiers. Never, until you forget all diat is 
doe to yourselves and your countiy , will you have any 
psaotical understanding of that word. Shall an enemy, 
wholly unacquainted with nulitqry evolution, and who 
idy more for victory on their grim visages, aikl hideous 
yells, than upon their bravery, or their weapons ; shall 
such an enemy, ever drive before them, the well- 
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CRAP, trained youdis of our coontiy, Whose bosoms psot 
' ,for glory, and a desire to avenge the wrongs diejr 
have received? Your general wiH not live to behcM 
such a spectacle ; ralfaer would he rush into the 
thickest of the. enemy, and submit Uimsdf to their 
scalping knives ; but he has no fears of such a result. 
He knows the valour of the men he commands, and 
bow certainly that valour, regulated as it will be, witt 
lead to victory. With Ins scddiers he will &ce all dan* 
gers, and with them participate in the- glory of con- 
quest'* 

Having thus prepared the minds of his men, and 
brought to thdr view the kind of foe, with whom th^ 
were shortly to contend; and having also, by hb ex- 
presses, instructed genend White, to form a junc- 
tion with him, and to hasten on all the supplies, in 
his power to command ; with about six days' rations 
of meat, and less th^n two of med, he again put his 
army in motion, to meet the enemy. Although there 
was some hazard, in advancing into a countiy where 
relief was not to be expected, with such limited pre- 
paration, yet bdieving that his contractcM^s, latdy in^* 
stalled, would exert themselves to the utmost, to for- 
ward suppUes ; and well aware that his delaying long- 
er might be productive of many disadvantages, his de^ 
termination was taken, to set out in quest of the ene- 
my* He replied to the Path-killer, by his runners, 
that he should proceed immediatdy for the Coosa, and 
solicited him to be dil^eqt in making discoveries of 
the ^nation and cdlected forces of the savages, and to 
give \im the result of his inquiries. 
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** The hostile Creeks," he remariced to Mm, « wUI CHAP. 

TT 

not attadL you, until ibey have had a brush with me ; 
and diat, I think, will pot them out of the notion of 
fighting, fior some time." 

He requested that if he had, or could any how {nx)- 
cure, provisions for hb army, he would send them, or 
advise where they mi^ be had : ^* You shall be wdX 
paid, and have my thanks mto the bargson. I diall 
stand most in need of com meal, but shall be thankful 
jbr any kind of meat ; and indeed for whatever witt 
support life." 

The army had advanced but a short distance, when 
imexpected embarrassments were again presented. In-> 
formation was received, by which it was clearly ascer- 
tained, that the present contractors, who had been so 
much and so certainly relied on, could not, with all 
tiieir exertions, procure the necessary supplies* Major 
Rose, in the quarter- master's department, who had 
been sent back to Madison, to aid them in their en« 
deavours, having satisfied Mmself, as well fix>m their 
own admis^ons, as fix>m evidence dedved fiK>m other 
sources, that their want of funds, and ccnisequent want 
of cre&, rendered them a very unsafe dependence, re* 
turned, and disclosed tMe &iots to the general. He 
Slated, that diere were there perscms of fortune and in* 
dustry, who would be witting to contract for the army, 
if it were necessary. Jackson lost no time in embrac- 
ing this plan, and gave the contract to Mr. Pope, upon 
whose means and exertions, he hoped, every reliance 
might be safely reposed. To the other contractors he 
wrote, informing them of the change that had been 
made, and the reasons that had induced it 
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PHAP. it 1 9m ifMmA,'' «i^ Im^ '' tM you hmt miOUfy 

"^ 9i^m9fi^^Gig^li^ you Iwrp k|K^ in yoqr pOMW toex^ 

pyt^ l}ie C9itfr9ct in w lud^ ya^ )i$ive eDg^;^ Dp^aot 
think I mean to cast any refieptiQn-~rary fiir fimu it. 

I am ^«»^$es^^i^ plfased wM^ tfa« eic^rtiofi^ you i«ve 
Qu^ and fed myself under mmy obligatiops of gm- 
tiUNie for Aem* Th^ oiitio^l situ^tiw pf aliMiB, when 
yoii epftei^^d into tbe cootrpict, bei^g comideml, yoii 
}wre done a9 tihat individuated in y/tHir qotx^miit^^ 
could have perfbrmed But you imist be wdl con- 
vinced, that any approbation which may b^ §d% by due 
conwiander of w army* £ir part servicer, ought not to 
become the occamn G^ that wmy's destraciion. From 
the adims^on^ you have bee^ owdid eiKHigh to make, 
ibe scarcity whidi $dready bi^ins to aj^^near in campv 
and die d^fficuMks you are likdy to encounter, in ef- 
fecting your oigagements, I am apprehensive I should 
be dcwg injustice to die army L oonupand,^ were I to 
rely for siJ9>port on your exertions — g^t as I know 
diem to be. Whatever concerns. my sdf, I n^y ma^ 
fiage with any generosity or indulgence I please ; bM 
in aedag for an army, I have no such discredon. I 
have therefore £dt myself compdled to give the con* 
tract in whidi you are concerned, to another, ¥^ is 
^bundandy able to execute it ; on conditaon he indem^ 
nk^ you for die trouble you have been at" 

TUa anangoaent being made, die army continued 
its march, and having arrived Mdthin a few miles of 
die Ten Islands, was met by <^ Chinnift>y, a leading 
chief of the Creek nation, and sternly opposed to die 
war party. He biought widi him, ^md surrendered iq>, 
two of the hostile Creeks, who had been latdy made 
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fl^ tflM ih^ nfQHs wMlbl flbcttM iBilea of die eflcHiy, ^ 
Hvlko "vreK dtftet^ to tfke number of a dioussnd, to 
opp686 iftti^ passage. This ittfirniurtioiiivaslhfleK^ 
Ikd on, and lAerwards proved untfiie. Jaekson con- 
tbHied fab rouie, and in a few days feadhed the idttidb 
of Ae Coosa; having been defakied a day antbemn^, 
for the puipose of obCaoiA^ sna^ supplks^ corn fitoni 
the neighboming In£ans. This accpiidtion to die 
scanty stock on hand, whilst itidfeided subsiaience fbr 
tte present, tocoiutiged his hfypes for the fiitiire, as a 
mean of teuqpofttiy resort, should his other resciiffces 

In a letter to governor MMnt^ ftoiadite phK^, speak 
kegcS the dife»hiea nHdi ivldch he viras assailed, he 
observes: — ^'^ Indeed, ^, we have been very wretch- 
ed sopfriSed^^'-scaroely two rationa in successiim have 
been regularly drawn ; yet we are not despondent 
Wl^st we can procure an ear of com a^piece, or any 
Ifefeag dlit wffl answer as a substitute for it, we shaB 
emtsEne our excartions, to accomplish the object for 
whidi we were sent. The cheerfolness widi iirfiidi my 
men subfldit to privations, and are ready to encounter 
danger, does honour to the govemment whose rights 
diey «e defendsog. 

*^ Eveiy mean within my power, far |»tx;uring die 
re^usite ^]d)es far my army, I have taken, and am 
c on t iguh ig to tske. Blast, west, nordi, and south have 
been apjdied to, with the most preswig solicitation. 
The governor of Geoi^ia, in a letter received from him 
das eveimig, informs me, that a sufficiency can be had 
in Itts state ; but does not signify that he is about to 
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CHAP« tak^ aay measures to prdMfe it My fipMiMSf effttatt* 
or has been superwdad : no enertioiis wece spuxii fagF 
Jiim, to fulfil his.eiigagemeat^ ; yet the uKxmveoieiMXW 
uader which he laboured, were such as to reader his 
best exerticms i)iiaviuling* The contract has beea of* 
fered to one who wiU be able to execmie it : if he ac^ 
eept it, my a{^ehen;^cms wUl be gready diminished." 

On the 28th of October, coloiid Dyer, who, on the 
march to the Xen Islands, had beqn detached from the 
mam bodjr, with two hundred cayid^, to attack Littafirtr 
chee town, on the head of Canoe creek, winch enqities 
ioto the Coosa from the west, returned, IxingHig widb 
him ti^enly *nine prisoners, men, women, and children $ 
having destroyed the viUage. 

The sanguine expe«iatio«is iuMged, on leaving 
Thompson's oeek,— that the advsoice of the East Ten* 
nessee militia would hasten to unite with him, was not 
yetreaUzed. The express horetofore direGd:jed togeneq^ 
White, had not returned* Jackson, on the 31st, <iQ9^ 
patched another, uigmg him to effect a sp^y jimctidn^ 
^md to bring with him all the bread stuff it shofild be 
in his pow^ to piiocure ; pointing out to lum,- at iin^ 
same time, the great inconvenience and hazstid to whinh 
he had bf^en already exposed, for the^want of punetu* 
ality in himself and general Cocke« O^^kig to thl^ 
cause, and the late ftihm^ €i his contractors, he repcc- 
isented his army as placed, at present, in a very precar 
rious situation, and ^ dependent, in a great measune, 
for its support, on die exertions which he and genesaii 
Cocke might be pleased to make ; but assured him, at 
the same time, that, let circumstances, tianspire as th^^ 
might, he wpuld still endeavour to effect his purpose ; 
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nd» St ^ evcitfs, was resolved to haflboi^ wUh ewrf CHAP. 
pncdcdabdcqMtcfa^totfaeaccomp ''* 



jaotfisridiichiiehadsetoiit. BdieviiigtliecoKqpenrtioii 
of tibe £s8t Tamessee troops essential to this cod^ 
diejr were again instructed to join him without dday ; 
for he could not conceive it to be ooorect poficy, that 
ttoqps from .the same state, puxsuing the snne objecti 
shmkl constidite sc|»i«te and distinct arnues, and ai^ 
mdKNit concert) and independendy of i^^ *He 

entertained no doubt but that Us order would be 
prompdy obeyed* 

The next evening, a detadmieDt, wUcfa bgd been 
sent out. the dsy befcrc, returned to cavip, bringing 
with them, besides some com and betvcs, sevcn^ne^ 
gcoes and prisoneci of die war party^ 

LcaoiiDg now^ that a considerable bo^ of the enemy 
had pasted themselves at Talhtdntchee, on the soudi 
skte of die Coosa, about linrteen mfles distant ; general 
Cofte was detadied, with nme hundred men, (the 
momtted troops having been previously organized into 
a btigade, and placed under hb command) to attack 
and dispene them* Widi this force, he was enabled, 
through the direction of an Indian pilot, to ford the 
Coosa, at the F^-dams, about four miles above the 
Uands ; and having encamped beyond it, very early 
the next morning proceed^ to the execution of his 
^kder. Having arrived within a mile and a half, he 
famed his detadiment into two divisions, and di- 
rected them to march so as to encird^e the town, by 
unidng Ihek fronts beyond it The enemy, hearing of 
Ins af^iroach, began to prepare for action, which was 
annouiKxd by die beating of dnims, mmgled w^ 

o 



50 LIPfe OF GEN. JACKSON. 

CHAP, and w^ whoqps. An hour after sun-rise, the acdoa 
was commenced by captain Hammonds and lieutenant 



Patterson's companies of spies, who had gone widiin 
the circle of alignem^it, for the purpose of drawing the 
Indisms from dieir buildings. No socmer had tfaeae 
Battle of ^^<^^P^^ exMlnted their front in view of the town^ 
-^^^ and ^vai a few scattering shot, than the enemy formed^ 
and made a violent charge. Being compelled to -give 
way, they were pursued, until Ihey reached the main 
body of the army, which immediatdy opened a gene- 
ral fire, and charged in their turn. The Indians re« 
treated, firing, until they got around^ and in their build-' 
ings, where soi obsdnate conflict ensued, and- where those 
who maintained their ground persisted in fighting, as 
long as they could stand or sit, without manifesting feor^ 
or soliciting quarter. Their loss was an hundral and 
eighly-^x killed; among .whom were, unfortun^telyv 
and* through accident, a few women and chiliAieiK 
Eighty *{bur women and children were taken jxisixiers, 
towards whom the utmost humanity was shown. Of 
the Americans, five were killed, and forty-one wound- 
ed. Two were kflled with arrows, which, on this occa- 
sion, formed a principal part of the arms^of the Indi- 
ans ; each one having a bow and quiver, vAadk he used 
aftar the first fire of Ins gun, until an opportunity oc- 
curred for re-loading. 

Having buried Ms dead, and provided for his wound-^ 
ed, general Coffee, fate on the evenii^ of the same 
day, united with the main army, bringing widi hbn 
about forty prisoners. Of the residue, a pert were 
too badly wounded to be removed, and were there- 
fore left, with a sufficient number toi take care ct 
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ttiem. Those wludi he brought in, received every CHAP. 
comSost and asastaace their situation demanded, and, 
for safety, were immediately sent into the settlements. 
From the manner in wluch the enemy fought, the 
kilHng and wounding others than their warriors was 
not to be avoided. Oh thdr retreat to their village, 
after the commencement of the batde, they resented to 
dieir block houses, and strong log dwellings, whence 
tiiey kept up re^stance, and resolutely maintained^^ 
fight Thus mingled with their women and children, 
it was impossible they should not be exposed to the 
general danger ; and thus many were injured, notwith- 
standing every possible i»ecauti<xi was taken to pre- 
vent it. 
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PHAPTEB m. 

Endeavours to anite with the East Tennessee troops.-^Es- 
tablishment of Fort Strother.-*<*>Learns the enem j are em- 
bodied. — Marches to meet them.^— Battle of Talladega. — ^Is 
compelled to return to his encampment, for want of supplies. 
«*-J)tscontenl3S of l|ifl arm j.— Militia and Tolanteers mutiny. 
^--Address to the ofieers^x-Is compeliod to abandon Fort 
.Strother,— *Hillabee clans sue for peace*— Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Blackburn.-^Answer,'— The volunteers claim 
to be discharged.— -Mutiny.— -Address to them.—- General 
Cocke arrives with part of his division.— ^jfeneral Coflee's 
brigade petitions^ for a dischargee—^Genenl Jackaou's iBr 
8wer«r— They abandon the service, and go home. 



CRAP. MEASURES were povir taken, to establish a per* 

^^^* manent depot, on the north bank of the river, at the 

T^ lalsmds^ to be protected by strotig pickelting and 

block ^liouses ; after which, it was the intention of 

Jackson to proceed down die Coosa, to its junction 

^^^ with the Tallapoosa, near which it was expected, the 
main force of the enemy was collected^ WeH know* 
ing diat it would take away much of the strength of 
hb anny , to occypy , in his advance, Ihedifierent points 
necessary to the naSety of l^s rear, itnvas desirable tp 
unite, as sota as possible, with the troops fixmi the 
cast of Tennessee ; to elfect this, he again, on the 4th, 
d^patched an ^prtss to general White, who had pre* 
' viously, w)th his command, arrived at Turkey town, a 
phfrd^ee village, 9bo||t twenty-five milies idH)ve, on 
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the oame river, urgmg faun to iinke widi him as floon CHAP, 
as posuble, and again intrcatipg him on the subject of^ 
provisions ;-*4o bring with him such as he had on hand» 
or could procure ; and, if posable, to fimn some cer- 
tedn arrangement, that m^fat insure a supply in fiiture. 

Anxious to proceed, and liave lus army serviceably 
employed, which he bdieved practicable, as soon as a 
jimctioQ could be effected ; ho again, on the morning 
oC the 7tfa, renevved his appUcalion to general White, 
who sdtt remained at Turkey town. 

As yet, no certain intelligence was recdved, of any 
coUecdon of the enemy. The army was busily engaged 
in fintifying and strengthening Ae site fixed on for a 
depot, to wUch the nmne of Fort Strother had been 
given. Late, however, on the evening of the 7th, a 
ranner arrived from Talladega, a fort of the friendly 
Vidians, distant about thirty miles bdow, with infbr- 
madon, diat die enemy had, that morning, encamped 
before it in great numbers, and would certainly destroy 
it, unless immediate assistance could be afforded* 
Jackson, confiding in the statement, determined to lose 
no time, in extending the relief whidi was solicited. 
Understanding that general White was on his way to 
join him, he despatched a messei^;er to meet him, di- 
recting him to reach his encampment in die course of 
the ensuing night, and protect it in his absence. He 
DOW gave ordelv for taldng up the line of march, widi 
twelve hundred infiottry, and eight hundred cavalry 
and mounted gun men ; leaving betund, the sick, die 
wounded, and all his ba^age, widi a force which was 
deemed sufficient for their protection, until the rein- 
forcemept from Tmkey. town should arrive. The 
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CHAP. Indians, who had taken refuge in this be$i^;ed fort, 
^had involved themselves in thdr present perilous lutua- 
tion, from a disposition to preserve their friendly rela- 
tions with the United States. To suffer them to fell 
a sacrifice, firom any tardiness of movement, would 
have been unpardonable ; and unless rdief were imme- 
diately extended, it might arrive too late. Actii^ un- 
der these impres^ons, the general concluded to move 
instantly forward to thdr assistance. By twelve o'clock 
kt night, every thii^ was in readiness ; and, in an hour 
afterwaids, the army commenced crossdng the river, 
about a mile above the camp,— ••eaich of the mounted 
men carrying one of the infentry behind him. The 
river^ at this place, was six hundred yards wide, and 
it being necessary to send back the horses, for the re- 
mainder of the infantry, several hours were consumed, 
before a passage of all the troops could be effected. Ne- 
vertheless, thou^ thus deprived of sleep, diey coodnu- 
ed the march with ammation, and by evening had arrived 
within six miles of the enemy. In this march, Jack- 
son used the" utmost circumspection to prevent sur- 
prise; marching his army, as was his constant custom, 
in three columns, so that, by a speedy manosuvre, they 
might be thrown into such a situation, as to be capable 
of resisting an attack from any quarter. Having judi; 
ciously encamp^ his men on^ an eligible piece of 
ground, he sent forward two of the friendly Indians, 
and a wMte man, who had, for many years, be^ de- 
tained a captive in the nation, and was now acting as 
interpreter, to reconnoitre the portion of the enemy. 
About eleven o'clock at night, tiiey returned, witii in- 
fonuation, that the savages were posted within a quar^ 
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ter of a mile of the foit, and sffpesred to be in great CHAP, 
force ; but that they had not been able to approach 
near enough to ascertain either their numbers, or pre- 
cise situation. Within an hour, after this, a n^nner 
arrived from Turkey town, widi a letter from general 
White, stating, that after having taken up the line oi 
march, to unite at Fort Strother, he had received or- 
ders firom general Cocke, to change his .course, and 
proceed to the mouth of Ch^tuga creek. This unex- 
pected and disagrieeaUe intelligence filled Jackson with 
astonishment and apprehensions ; and dreading, lest the 
enemy^ by. taking a djflferent route, should attack his 
encampment in his absence, he determined to lose no 
time, in bringing him to battle. Orders were accord- 
ingly given to the adjutant general to prepare the line, 
and by four o'clock in the mcnning, the army was 
i^n m'motioa. The infantry proceeded in three co- 
lumns; the cavalry in die same order, in the rear, with 
flankers on each wing. The advance, consisting of a 
company, of artillerists, with muskets, two companies 
of riflemen, and one of spies, marched about four hun- 
dred 3raids in fiont, under the command of colonel 
CarroU, the inspectCHr general ; with orders, a£ter com- 
mencii^ the. acdon, to £dl back oa the centre, so as to 
draw the enemy after them. At seven o'clock, having 
.^lived witibon a mile of the position they occupied, the 
columns were diq>layed in oider of batde. Two hun- 
dred and fifty of the cavalry, under lieutenant cokmel 
Dyer, were placed in the rear of the centre, as a ccMrps 
de reserve. The remainder of the mounted troops 
were directed to advance, on the right and left, and, 
after encircling the enemy, by uniting the finonts of their 
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CH AP. a^mniis, aiid keepu^ diek rear ^-eited M 

' to fiu^eaiuiixtess towards the centre, 8o as to leave t^ 
no possilnlily of escape. The remaining port of the 
anny was ordered to move up, by heads of compa* 
nies; geneial Hall's brigade occupjring dae right, and 
general Roberts's the left, t 

About digfat o'clock, the SK}y|toce having arrived 
within eighty jrards of the enemy, who were concealed 
in a thick shrubb^y,. that covered the margin of a smo^ 
rivulet, received a heavy fire, whidi they instantly re- 
turned widi much spirit Agreeably to dieir instruc- 
tions, they fell back towards die centre, but not befiore 
thqr had dislodged die oiemy from his position. The 



Battle of Indians now screaming and yelling hideously, rushed 
forward in the direction of general Roberts's brigade; 
a few companies oS which, abrmed by their launben 
and yells, fied at the fiijst fire. Jackson, to fill the chasm 
which was thus created, directed the re^ment cooir 
manded by colonel Bradley, to be moved up, wluch, 
from some unaccountable cause, had fidled to advance, 
in a line with the others, and now occupied a poshion 
in rear of the centre : Bradley, however, to iK^iom dus 
order was g^ven by one of the staff, could not be pre- 
vailed on to execute it in time, alleging, he was de- 
termined to remain on die eminence whidi he then 
possessed, until the enemy sbould approach and attack 
him. Owing to thb fidltne, in die volunteer r^ment, 
it became necessary to dismount the reserve, wfaicb, 
with great firmness, met the i^proadi of the enemy, 
who were nqpi^y moving in diis direction. The re^ 
treating militia, seeing dieir places supplied, rallied, 
and^ recovering their farmer portion in die line, aided 



LI9B OF OBN. JAl3KaOK. 57 

In cheekily the advance of -•the savages. The aedcm CHAP, 
now became genetal along the Une^ and in fifteen mi* 
nutes the Indians were seen flying in evevjr direction; 
C^ the left, they were met and repuiaed by the mount- 
ed riflemen ; but on the rights owin^ to the halt ct 
firadl^'s raiment, wh%:h was intended to occupy the 
extreme right, — and to the circum&tai^oe q£ cokmel AU* 
com, who commanded one of die wiiiga of the cavdi* 
17^ having taken too large a circuit, a considerable 
space was left between the ii^tfitry and the cavafay^ 
duough which numbers escaped* The fig^t was main* 
iained with great spirit and effect on both sides^ as well 
, -before, as after the retreat commenced; nor did die 
enrages escape the pursuit and daughter^ until thqr 
reached die mountains, at the distance of three mMes. 

Jackson, in his report of this action, bestows lug^ 
cmnmendation on the officers and soldiers. ^^Too 
much prake," he observes, in the ck)6e of it, *^ cannot 
be bestowed on die advance, led by colonel Carroll, fer 
ihe spirited manner in which they commenced and 
sustained the attaek ; nor upon die reserve, command- 
ed by lieutenm.t colond Dyer, for the gaUsmtry with 
which they met, and repulsed the enemy. In a wcxd, 
oflicers of every grade, as wetl as privates, realized the 
high expectations I had formed <tf them, and merit the 
. gratitude of their CQuntry." 

In this batde, the force of the enemy was one thou- 
sand and eighty, of whom two hundred and ninety-nine 
were left dead on the ground ; and it is believed diat 
many were killed in the flight, who were not found 
when the estimate was made. Probably few esciq>ed 
unhurt Their loss on this occasi(xi, ^ stated sinpe 

H 
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CHAP-by 1be«6dvea» w» not lev th«a six himdred: ihit 
' ,eftiie Amerk»i8V»fifteeftk]Iled»andd^i^ 

ed, sevent of whom afierwarda died. Jackaoo, after 
edOMaag fab dead aad wounded, advanced hb amy 
beyond lint fiort^ and encamped for the nighu The 
indiana, who had been for sevend days shut up 
by the besaegeo, tfana fortunately fibei^ted fiom te 
most dreadftil i^prebensiona, and severest privatioaS) 
having fiar some time been entkely without water, 
rccdved the army with all the demonstcations of gra* 
titude, that savagea could give. Their mantfestalaons 
of joy for their defiveranoe, presented an interesting 
and afec^ng spectacle. Thdr fears had been already 
preatfy excited, fir it was the very day when diey wene 
to have tieen assaulted, and inAien every soul widiin the 
fort must have perished* All the provisions they could 
qpare, from their scanty stock, thi^ sold to the genesal, 
who, purchasing with his own money , distributed them 
among^ the soldieis, who were afanost destitute* 

It was witfi great regret, that Jackson now found he 
was widiout the means of availing himsdf fuUy of the 
adtaMB^es of his victory ; but die condition of his 
posts in the rear, and die want of provisions, (having 
left his encampment at Fort Stiother with little more 
than one day's rations,) compelled him to hasten back; 
this giving the enemy time to recover from their con- 
sternation, and to re-assemUe their fiorces. 

The omse whidi prevented general White from act- 
ing in obedience to his order, and arriving at the Ten 
Idands at a mcmient when it was so important, and so 
confidentiy expected, was as yet unknown ; the only 
certainQr upon the subject was, that for the pre^ 
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sent it %d)ofly diwBited his incurs, aad faid hteiiiadtf CHAR 
llie necessity of letundxig* This myirtary, biAcrto, 
Inexplicable, was soon sAet ^xfibiatdj hy a vieir 
a£ the ardor of genetd Cooke, under nrfuch Wlute^ 
berag a brigadier in his diviaon^ diose to act, Talher 
dm under Jadcson's. Gencsd Coeke stated to him, 
he had understood, laeksoa had aoBatd the Cooaa^ 
and had an engagement with the Itt&na* ^ I have 
fiffmeda ccmncilof officerBkeoe, and psaposed these 
mijpairiffins ;^^^dafl wefbUow ban, or cross die livw, 
9Bad proceed to the Creek aetdements on die Tailapao^ 
«a?--^Bolh were decided iiaanimoasly : diathedioidd 
Slot be feflowed^ Iwt that we diOolApitKXX^ 
proposed.'' He vemaiked, ikat the deosion had met 
Ids entire approbation; and directed White fiardiwidi 
to unite widi lum at his encanqpmeot, wiiere he sh^ 
wait, fortifying it stnu^ly for a dqiot, until he shoidd 
antve. ^ if," snd he, ^ we foUow genersl Jaekr 
son and lus army, we must ^aSsx for suppfies; nor 
tcan we eaqiect to gain a victory. Let us then take a 
idireodon, in wfaidh we can share aome of Ike dangeiB 
andgbnesofthefieU. You wiffl enoploy pibts, and 
jdviae me which side of the river you wtt move up." 
ibi liiis, asm every odicr measure, k seemed to be die 
Unified aim of Cocke, to diwart 'die viei^ andjattik 
Ae sttcceaseB'of Jackson ; and peAaps jesdousy, in no 
kiconsidoaUe degree, was die moving spring to his 
^oodnct. Bodi were major/generals, from the Haie of 
Tennessee; sent on the same important errand,^^*4D 
xiieck an insolent Ib^ who had pfac^sed'tfae most cm* 
-d and unprovoked outrages. Which of thetti diouki 
idneihe ^daosgei* and glpnea of the fid^" was^ pep 
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CHAP.liapg^ not sa important to the country, asiiiat diqr 
^should, by acting in concert and harmony, endeavour 



to accompUsh the grand object intended. Natjonal, 
and not individual advancement, was the inducement 
to cany an army into the fidd : and the best and most 
effectual mean (rf" securing tlus, every officer, acting on 
liberal principles, should have constandy held in view. 
Having buried his dead with all due honour, and 
provided litters for the wounded, he rductsintly com- 
menced his return march, on the morning succeeding 
the battle. He confidently hoped, fit)m the previous 
assurances of the contractors, that by the time of lus 
return to Fort Strolher, sufficient supplies would have 
airived there; but, to his inexpressible uneasiness, 
he found, that not a pardcle had been fiHrwarded 
since his departure, and that what had been left 
p^^^lbM.^^^ already consumed. Even his private stores, 
brought on at his own expense, and upon which he 
and his staff had hitherto whdly subsisted, had been, 
in his absence, distributed amongst the sick 1^ the 
ho^ital surgeon, who had been previously instructed 
to do so, in the event their wants should require it. 
A few dozen biscuit, which renuuned on his return, 
were given to hungry applicants, without being 
tasted by himself or fionily, who were ^pechsiAy not 
less hungry than those who were thus relieved. A 
scanty supply of beef, taken fit>m the enemy, or pur- 
chased erf* the Cherdkees, was now the only support af- 
forded. Thus left destitute, Jackson, with the utmost 
cheerfiilness of temper, repaired to the bullock pen, 
and of the offid there thrown away, provided fitt* him- 
self and staff, what he was pleased to caU, and seemed 
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reaUy to think, a very comfortable rqnst* Tripes, CHAP, 
however, hastily provided in a camp, without bread or 



seasoning, can only be palatable to an appetite very 
hi^dy whetted ; yet ttus constituted, foe several days, 
the aaiy diet at head quarters, during which time the 
general seemed entirely satisfied with hb fere. Nei- 
^er this, nor the liberal donations by which he dis- 
furnished himself, to relieve the suffering soldier, should 
be .ascribed' to ostentation or design : the one flowed 
from benevolence, the other from necessity, and a de- 
sire to place before his nien an example of patience 
and suffering, which he felt might be necessary, and 
hoped might be serviceable. Of these two imputa* 
tions, no human being, invested with rank and power, 
was ever more deservedly free. Charity in him is 
a warm and active propensity of the heart, urging him, 
by an instantaneous impulse, to relieve the wants of 
the distressed, vrithout regardii^, or even thinking 
of the consequences* Many of those to whom it 
was extended, had no conception of the source that 
supplied diem, and believed the comforts they received 
were drawn fix>m stores provided for die hospital de« 
.partment* 

But wlule general Jackson remained wholly un- 
moved by his own privations, he was filled with soli- 
citude and concern for his army. His utmost exertions, 
unceaangly applied, were insufficient to remove the 
sufferii^ to which he saw them exposed ; and although 
thqr were by no means so great as they themselves 
represented, yet were undoubtedly such as to be se- 
verdyfelt Discontents, and a desire to return home» 
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Clt AP. an>se> and presendy spread through tfe caanp ; and 
' ^thete wei^ styi fori^ anbittered and aii^ 



die aits of a few defiagning officerB, who, believing tfaat 
the campaign woidd now break up^ hoped to tagie 
tfaemsdves popular, on the retam, byenc^mrngkig and 
taking part in the oomplaintg of die aok&rjr. It b a 
singular fact, that those officers who pretended, dn dds 
occasion, to fed the miDst sdnsibty for die wants oFtfae 
army, and contrived the most ^ectoaHy to insdgateit 
to revolt, had never themselves been without provi* 
sioRs ; and were, tft tiiat very moment, cnjoyiikg m 
abundance what would have relieved ftvt distresses of 
many, had k bem as generously and freely £stilbaC0l 
as were their words of advice and condolence. 

During dus period of scardtjr and dUsodtitent, smsfl 
quantities of supplies were occattonally forwarded bjr 
the contractors ; but not sufficient for present wants, anA 
still less to remove the fipprdhensions that were indulged 
for the fotm^. At length, revolt began to show itsdf 
openly. The officers and soldiers of the mifitaa, col^ 
Meeting in their tents, wnd talking over thdr grievances, 
iletemuned to abandon the camp. To this tntaoKat^ 
there were good evidences for believing, that sever^ 
of the officers of the old volunteer coips exoted tfiem* 
selves clandestinely, and with great industry, to m^ 
gate them ; looking upon fhemsdves somewfaat in the 
light of veterans, from the discipline ^ley had acquired 
in the expe^tion to the lower country, they were un- 
willing to be seen foremost, m netting an example df 
mutiny, and wished to mekt the defection iof otfaers 
« pretext for fteir own* 
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JaoMoiis apprized erf* t]]Mebdele^^ to ^tmmion CHAP* 
|Bni,i«8olvedtpo|)p06e]t, aad, ataU^^ 
9 4q^¥Uire« In the moroing, ivhe;^ {bey wore to cany 
thdar jpoiUzitiaB^ ioto execution, he drew up the volun- 
(e^fs in fiwtof thfi^ with positive comnunds to. pre- 
y«at d|dr)Ht)gr€86, wd compel them to return to their j^QthiT of 
lorm^poddon in the camp. The militia, seeing this,^^™^^ 
afid fearing the consequaices of per^stkig in their pur- 
Ijoae, at once abandoned it, and returned to their quar- 
ten^ without &rther murmuring; extolling, In the 
hj^liest terms, the unalteratde firmness of the general. 

The next day, however, presented a singular scene. 
The volunteers, who, the day before, had been the in- 
smunoits. fiar compelling the miUtia to return to their 
4lEty, seeiii^ the destruction of those hopes on which 
A^ had ktdy buik, in turn began to mutmy them- 
9^ve^ Their oppoi^ticm to the departure of the militia 
w^s but a miere pretence to escape suspicion ; for they 
Gently wished them success. They now determined 
to move off in a body, believkig, firom the known Mating of 
^sqffeptiim in the camp, that the general could findiem. ^ 
lip means tq prevent it. What was their surprise, 
^mm^ever, wh^sn, on attempting to effectuate their re- 
aolvea^ they found the same men whom they had so 
lately opposed, occupying the very position which they 
had done the day previous, for a similar purpose, and 
manifesting a fixed determination to obey the orders 
<rfthdr general ! All they ventured to do, was to take 
the example through, and, like them, move back in 
peace and quietness to their quarters. This was a curi- 
ous change of circumstances, when we consider in how 
short a time it happened ; \»t the conduct of the militia, 
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CHAP. <^ this occaidon^ must, in some measure, be ascnbed 
' to the gratification they fdt, in bang able to defeat the 
views of those, who had so lately thwarted their owiu 
To diis may be also added, the consciousness all must 
have entertained, that the privations cS which they 
complained, were &r less grievous than they had rq)ce« 
sented them ; by no means sufficient to jusdfy revolt, 
and not greater than a patriot m^ht be expected to 
bear without a murmur. But, anxious to return to 
their &milies and kindred, and recount the late bril- 
liant exploits of their first batde, thqr seized with ea* 
gemess every pretext for exoneration, and listened 
with too much docility to the representations of those, 
who were influenced by less honest feelings. Having 
many domestic con^derations to attend to^— the fifst 
ebullition of resentment being cooled, and die first im- 
pulse of curiosi^ gratified ; there were no motives to 
retain them in the field, but a remaining sense of ho- 
nour, and a fear of disgrace and punishment, should 
they abandon their post without a cause. But although 
these motives were sufficient for the jvesent, those 
who were governed by them did not cease to wish, 
that a mcH'e plausible s^lc^ might c^er for diqpens^ 
ing with their operation. The militia continued to 
show a much more obedient and patriotic disposition 
than the volunteers, who, having adopted a course 
which they discovered must finally involve them in 
dishonour, if it should fail, were exceedingly anxious 
for its success, and that it might have the appearance 
of being founded on justice. On this subject, the 
pretensions of die cavalry were certainly much better 
established ; as thqr were entirely without forage, and 
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wkhout Ae prospect of obtaining' any very soon. They CHAP, 
petitioned therefore to be permitted to return into the 



settled parts of the country, |dedging themselves, by 
tfidr platoon and field officers, that if sufficient time 
were allowed them, to recruit the exhausted state of 
their horses, and to procure their winter clothing, they 
would return whenever called on. The general, una- 
ble, fcom many causes, to prosecute the campaign, 
granted the prayer of their petition, and they immedi- 
ately set out on their return. 

About this time, general Jackson's prospect of be- 
ing able to maintain the conquests he had made, be- 
gan to be cheered, by letters just received from the 
contractors, and principal wagon-master, stating, that 
sufficient suppties for the army were then chi the road, 
and would shordy arrive at his camp. These letters he 
hastened to lay before the division, and at the same time 
invited the field and platoon officers to his quarters that 
evening, to consult on the measures proper to be pur- 
sued. Having assembled them, and well knowing that 
&e flame of ^hscontent, which had so lately shewn itself, 
was only fen* the present smothered, and might yet ' 
burst forth in serious injui^% he addressed them in an 
ammated speech, in which he extolled their patriotism 
and achievements ; lamented the privations to which 
they had been exposed ; and endeavoured to re-ammate 
them by the prospect of speedy relief, which he ex- 
pected widi confidence on the following day. He spoke 
of the inunense importance of the conquests they had 
already made, and of the dreadfiil consequences that 
must result, if they were now abandoned. " What," Address 
ecmtinued he, <^ is the present, situation of our camp ? offices 
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CHAP, a number dfoiir fellow soldiers ace woiindad«\and ua* 
' able to hdp themselves. Shall it he said tint we «r 
so lost to humanity, as to leave daeminthbconditien? 
Can any one, under these circumstances, and undtt 
these prospects, consent to an ^bandomnait of liie 
camp; of all that we have acquired in the midst <tf ao 
many difficulties, privations, and dangers; ofwhat.it 
will cost us sq much to regain; of what we never can 
regain,-— our brave wounded companions, who wffi be 
murdered by our unthinking, unfeding inhumanity? 
Surely there can be none such ! No, we will take witfi 
us, when we go, our wounded and ride. They mufit 
not,-— "Shall not perish by our cold-blooded mdificzence. 
But why should you despond? I do not, and yet your 
wants are not greater than mine. To be sure, wt do 
not live sumptuously : but no one has died of hungiiGrt 
or is likely to die ; and then how animatii^ are cm 
prospects ! Large supplies are at Dqposit, and shxadiy 
are officers despatched to hasten them on« Wagons 
are on the way : a large number of beeves are in Ae 
neighbourhood ; and detachments are out to being diem 
in. — ^All these resources surely cannot faiL I luive no 
wsh to starve you — ^none to deceive you, Slay con- 
"tentedly ; and if supplies do not aitive in two days, we 
will all march back together, and throw the blame of 
our failure where it should properly lie ; undl liien, wie 
certainly have the means of subsisting ; and if we aie 
compelled to bear privations, let us remember that they 
are borne for our country, and are not greater than ma- 
ny — ^perhaps most armies have been compelled to en- 
^re. I have called you together to tell you my £ed- 
ings and my wishes ; tlus evening, think on diem se* 
riously; and let me know yours in the morning.'* 



Lin m em(. jackaon; » 

aeaiiira iqpst ppc^er to be adofMd in thi9 emiatgear 
<sjr, dsc oAcecs cxf tibe volunteer brigMie caH»e to dU9 
conclusapn; tiidt ^* nothing short of mardihig the ar«^ 
ny immediately back to the aetdements*, could pre* 
^neant that diagsacet which must attwd a £bircible deaer- 
-tion of the camp by the soldiers." The offic^^ of 
Ibe m^itia detemnoed diSerendy^ a^d r qported a wil- 
ISoffness to nuuntain the post a few daya kmger, that 
^it mi^ be aacertained whedxv or not a siiftciency of 
froviflotti CQuid resdly be had* ^^ If it can, let us pro* 
<sotA with die campa^ ;*-4f not, let ua be mftrcfaed 
bock to where it can be procwed." The gmeral, who 
geeatfy^ piefemed the latter opinion, was, nevertheless, 
4iqposed to gratify those^ who a]^eared mtwiUing to 
aubmit to further hardships ; and with this view <»:der* 
.«d general HaU to march Ins brigade to Fort jDeposot, 
and after satisfying their wants, to return, and act as 
an escort to the provisiqns« The second regiment, how- 
ever, unwSling to be outdone by die m^itki, consented 
•toremttoi; and the first proceeded alone. Onthboc- 
omooj he coidd not fbibear to remax^L, that men fot 
whom he had ever cherished so v^arm an affection, and 
fisr, whom he woidd at aU tames have made any sar 
' ci^k^e, desiiii^ to abandon him at a moment when 
their presence was so pardcularly necessary, filled hhn 
widi emotions which the strongest langoage was too 
fedUe to express. >^ I vvsas prqiared/' he continued, 
*' to endure eveiy evil but disgrace ; and this, as I ne- 
ver can submit to'myself, I can ^ve no encountge- 
ment to m odiers*" 
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CHAP. Two iays had dapsed since the departure of die 
volunteers, and no supf^KS had arrived. The militaa. 



whfa great earnestness, now demanded a performance 
of the pledge that had been given, — ^that they should 
be marched back to the setdements. Jackson, on giv* 
ing them an assurance that they should return, if re» 
lid^ did not reach them in two days, had indulgedl 
a confidence that it would certainly arrive by that 
lime; and now felt more than ever certain, that it could 
not be fiir dbtant . Having, however, pledged lumself, 
he could use no arguments or entreaties to detain t^em 
any longer, and immediately took measures &x com* 
plying widi their wishes. This was, to him, a mo« 
ment of the deepest dejection. He fi^resaw how dif* 
ficult it would be, ever to accomplish the object upon 
which his heart was so devotedly fixed, should he loae 
die men who were now with him ; or even to regain 
die conquests he had made, if his present posts should 
fidl into die hands of the oiemy. Wbile dius ponder^' 
ing on the gloomy prospect, he lifted up his handsand 
exclaimed, with a look and manner which showed how 
mudi he felt~>*< If only two men will remain with me^ 
I will never abandon diis post" Captain Gordon, of 
die spies, fiioedously replied, *^ you have one, general, 
let us lock if we can't find anodier," and immediately, 
widi a zeal suited to the occasicoi, undertook, widi 
some of the general staff, to raise voluntepis ; and in 
a litde while succeeded in procuring cme hundred 
and mne, who declared a determination to remain and 
With- protect die post The general gready rejoiced that he 
^m Fort would uot bc Compelled to an entire abandonment of 
strothep. his posidon, now set out towards Deport, with the re- 
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of the army, wbo were made dislmckly lo un- CHAP, 
dcrstand^ that (HI meeting suppUes they were to re^^ 
iBid prosecute the campaign. Thb was an event, 
vvUch, as it had been expected and foreloldf sochi took 
l^oe: tfaqr had not proceeded more than ten or twelve 
iBiles, when they met a hundred and fifty beeves ; but 
a s^[bt which gave to Jackson so much satis&ction, was 
to them the most diisagreeable and unwelcome. Their 
fiiees^ being now turned towards h^pe, no ^>ectacla 
could be more hateful, than one which was to change 
their destination. They were halted, and havii^ sa- 
tisfied thdr hungry appetites, the troops, with the ex- 
<2eptioa of such as were necessary to proceed with the 
sick and wounded, were ordered to return to the en- 
^anpment,— he himself intending to see the. contract- 
ors, and establish more effectual arrangements for the 
future. So great was their aversion to returning, that 
thqr preferred a vidation of tfaeu* duty, and their pledg- 
ed h(HX>ur. Low murmurings ran along the lines, and 
presently broke out into (^^^n mutiny. In spite of the 
order they had received, they began to revolt, and one 
company was already moving off, in a direction to- 
wards home. They had proceeded some distance, be- 
finre information of their departure was had by Jackspn. 
Irritated at their conduct, in attempting to violate the 
promises they had given, and knowing that the success 
of future operations depended on the result; the ge- 
neral pursued, until he came near a part of his staff, 
and a few soldiers, who, vnih general Coffee, had halt- 
ed about a quarter of a mile ahead. He ordered them 
to form immediate^ across the road, and to fire on the 
mutineers, if they attempted to proceed. Snatching 
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ens AP. op tibeir arms, Aese fiodAd ailfattefi^ 
'^'' ^wMch thitw the deserters faito aJfri^ and Mased 
them to i^treat predphattif ft> te nam Ixx^ Here^ 
it was hopedy the mstter wtiuU «nd| ai^ thai tm f^ft- 
ther opposkiofft wduM be nttle td rttundng. Tkii 
expectatioii was not redised ; a mutkioiis te&dptt be* 
^ presently to ^phy its^ Ihroug^tt the wholi 
brigade. JacksM having kft hb aid-de^caatj^, major 
Rdd, engaged in makii^ u^ some de^Mdies^ had 
gone out alone amongst his troops, who were at aoAe 
IMe dbtsffice ; on his sorival, he found a miidh fiier^ 
exten^ve mutiny , than that which had just bttn qpidl>- 

^ ^' ed. Almost the whole brigade had put itsetf ifMo an at* 
titode for moving forcibly oSl A crisis had arrived ( 
and feeling its importance, he deter mine d to take n* 
middle ground, but to triumph or perish. He was 
stHl without the use of his left arm ; but, seiiai^ a 
musket, and resting it on the neck of hb horse, he 
dvew himself in fircxit of the column, and threatened 
to shoot the first man who diouM attempt to advance. 
In tlus situation he was fimnd by mqor Reid.and ge« 
neral Coffee, who, fearing firom the length of his d^ 
sence, that some disturbance had arisen, hastened 
where he was, and placing themselves by hb side, 
awaited the result in anxious expectation. For many 
minutes the column jM'eserved a suUen, yet he^tating 
attitude, fearing to proceed in their purpose, and dis» 
fiking to abandon it. In the mean time, those wh0 
lemained fitithful to their duty, amounting to about 
two companies, were collected and formed at a ^oit 
distance in advance of the troc^s, and in rear of die 
general, with positive directions to imitate hb exam]^ 
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|b firing. If 4my Mnqptod to prooeod. At lengA, CHAP. 



bjr ^iQ^e fean» tb«t in tbe hour of peril ^bvays beset 
persons iBi^ffged ua what Uicy luiow to be a W 
Ib^ i^tjandoned ^eir puipooe, and turning qukdy 
fpifii^ 9gto6d to oelpim ^ their po^ It is very cer* 
faia, AaXf but lor ^ fimuiess of the general, at tbis^ 
gnKiaji iQ^inent, t}aue caiapaign vmUi for the i^reseot 
have been broken up, and would ]pnAxaiAy never have 
iwm re^QOflmKenced. 

^lortly sAer the battle of Ta^adega, ike Hilhdijee HiUiibee 
tfiBx^ who had beentiaie principal suffierers on that oc« ^"'^'^ 
fis^ioii^^pi^kid^eeniBralJadcsc^ declaring 

Iher wJS^Igne^a^peceive it on aiM^ terns as he n^gfat 
ibepteaaedto^ctiiite. His deciaion had been already re- 
tpcMdy Elating to th^n tjbat his government had taken 
mp anw» to bring to a proper aenae of duty, a people, 
to whmn ahe.had ever shown the utmost kindness, and 
tvfao, iiev^rdi^eas, had committed against her citizens 
the most ui|piovic4(eddj^)redations; and that she would 
lay &em ^omt only when certain that this object was 
dttjmo^** ^' jjpon thpsf," continiifd he, ^^who are 



* This communication did not arrive in time: — general 
White, who bad been detached for that purpose^ having, on 
iiie morning on which it was written, attacked and destroyed 
tiiar ttfwn, killed sixty, and mad« two hundred and fifty-«ix 
prisonen. The event was unfortunate ; and in it may per- 
liaps be {oand the reason i9:hy these savages, in their after bat- 
tles, fought with the desperation they did, obstinately refus- 
ing to ask for quarter. They believed themselves attacked by 
Jackson's army ; they knew they had asked peace upon his 
own terms* When* therefore, under these circumstances. 
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CHAP, disposed to become friendly, I neither wish nor intend 
,to make war ; but they must afford evidences of tfie 
sincerity of their f»t)fessions ; the prisoners and pro- 
perty they have taken from us, and the friendly Creeks, 
must be restored ; the instigators of the war, and the 
murderers of our citizens, must be surrendered ;' the 
htter must and will be made to feel' Ae force of our 
resentment. Long shall they remember Fort Mimms 
in bitterness and tears." 

Having stated to general Cocke, whose divi^on wal 
acting in this section of the nation, the propositions 
that had been made by the HiUabee clans, with the an- 
swer he had returned ; and urged him to detach to Fort 
Strother six hundred of his men, to aid in the defence 
of that place, during his absence, and in the operations 
he intended to resume on his retiun ; he proceeded to 
Deposit and Ditto's landing, where the most effectud 
means in his power were taken with the contractors, 
for obtaining regular supplies in future^ They were 
required to furnish, immediately, thirty days' rations 
at Fort Strother, forty at Talladega, and as many at the 
junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa ; two hundred 
pack horses, and forty wagons, were put in requisi- 
tion, to fecilitate their transportation. Understanding, 
now, that the whole detachment, from Tennessee, had, 
by the president, been received intb the service of the 

fliey saw themsetves thus assailed, they no longer conmdered 
that any pacific disposition they night manifest woald afiMl 
them protection from danger $ and looked upon it as a war of 
extermination. In their battles, afterwards, there is no in- 
stance of their asking for quarter, or even manifesting a dis* 
position to i-eceive it. 
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yilit^ St|l^ be pcraM^d faunae^ 

he Hftd \ifiKtqSffft enccHintered, would not recur, an^ 



tbst th^ 'viFPi^ of supplies w(Hild not again be. a caus 
^ uQp«4u% hk ^Memtions. He now looked^ forward 
nith ^9iiguine expectaUcxis, to the speedy accomplish- 
mc^ of the objects of the expedition* 

Tl^ V<)}unt^r^ ^ho were at Deposit, began to ma- 
wUfssf. the s$im^ iinwiUingness to return to their duQr, 
^t the railhia had doDe, and were about to break out 
gifo tt)e jBm&^ ^irit of mutiny and revolt ; but were 
mtiaii^ by an animated additi^s of the general, who, 
hfi^vii^ as^eiiibled thjcm together, painted, in the most 
f^wu^ colours, all the conseqifences that were to be 
^yuehiend^ if^ from any de&lc^tipn of theirs, the 
campaign should be abandoned, or ineffectually prose- 
cut^ By this mean, he succeeded, once more, in 
restoring quietness to his troops. 

He now set out on his return to Fort Strother, and 
was ddi^ted to find, by the progress of the works, the 
industry that had been used in his absence. But the 
satisSaction he felt, and the hopes he began to cherish, 
were of short continuance* Although he had succeed- 
ed in stilliBg the tumult of the volunteers, and in pre- 
vailing on them to return to their posts, it was soon 
discovered, he had not eradicated their deep-rooted 
q^ersiqn to a further prosecution of the war. Nothing 
is mcce difficult than to re-animate men who have once 
lost their s{Hrils, or inspire with new ardour, those in 
wlMHn It has lately become exdnct. Even where the 
evils, which produced the change, are removed, apolo- 
^es will be sought, and pretexts seized, for justifying 
m4 pveservija^ the preset tooierof mind. The vdun- 
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CHAP, teers, who had so lately clamoured about bread, now^ 
' ^when they were no longer hungry, began to clamour. 



with equal earnestness, about their term of service. 
Having lately made an effi3rt to forsake the drudgery 
of the field, and fiiiled, they were diqK>sed to avail 
themselves of any pretexts, seemingly plausible, to 
obtain success. They inasted that the period, for 
voiun- which they had undertaiken to act, would end on the 
to be dis-lOtfa of December, that being the tenranation of a year 
^' from the day they had first entered into service ; and 
tihat although they had been a greater part of the time 
disengaged, and unemployed, that recess was never* 
thdess to be tskken in the computation. Jackson re- 
plied, that the law of congress, under which they had 
been tendered and accepted, requiring one year's ser- 
vice out of two, could contemplate nothing less than an 
actual service of three hundred and sixty-five days ; 
and, until that were performed, he could not, unless 
specially authorized, undertake to discharge them* 
But as this was a question not likely to be setded by 
argument, and as the consequences were easily ta be 
foreseen, if they should persist in their demands, the 
general began to think of providing other means for a 
continuance of the campaign, that, even in the worst 
extreme, he might not be unprepared to act. Ordering 
general Roberts to return, and fill up the deficiencies in 
Decern. 4. his brigade, he now despatched colonel Carroll and ma- 
jor Searcy, one of his aids-de-camp, into Tennessee, to 
raise volunteers, for six months, or during the cam- 
paign ; writing, at the same time, to many respectable 
characters, he exhorted them to contribute all their 
assistance to the accomplishment of this object. To a 
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letta*, just reodved fit>m the revarend Gidecm Black- CHAP, 
bum, assuring him that volunteers bora Tennessee 
would eageily hasten to his relief, if tbqr knew their 
services were wanted, he replied, ^^ Reverend Sir, — 
Your letter has been just received : I thank you for it ; 
I thank you most sinc^ely. It arrived at a moment 
when my spirits needed such a supp(»rt 

^^ I left Tennessee with an army, brave, I believe, 
as any geneml ever commanded. I have seen them in 
batde, and my opinion of their bravery is not changed* 
But their fortitude— on this too I relied — ^has been too 
severely tested. Perhaps I was wrong, in believing 
that nothing but death could conquer the spirits of 
brave men. I am sure I was ; lex* my men, I know, 
are brave ; yet privations have rendered, them discon- 
tented : — that b enough. The expedition must never- 
theless be prosecuted to a successful termination. 
New volunteers must be raised, to ccxiclude what has 
been so auspiciously b^un by the old ones. Gladly 
would I save these men finom themselves, and insure 
them a harvest which they have sown ; but if they will 
it to others, it must be so. 
You are good enough to say, if I need your assist- 
ance, it will be cheerfully affcxded : I do need it great- 
ly. The influence you possess over the milids of men 
is great and well-founded, and can never be better ap- 
plied, than in summoning volunteers to the defence of 
their countiy, their liber^, and their religion. While 
we fig^ the savs^, who makes war only because he 
delights in blood, and who has gotten his booty, when 
he has scalped his victim, we are, through him, con- 
tending against an enemy of more inveterate character, 
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CHAP.^d deq)er designr^who would demolifih a &fark; efe** 
meoted by die blood of our fethers, and endeio^ to us 



by all the happiness we enjoy. So fiff as my exerdons 
can contribute, the purposes, both of the savage and 
his instigator, shall be defeated ; and so £ir as yours 
can, I hop^^I know, they will be employed. I havte 
$aid enough.-^! want men, and want them irnme*- 
diatdy^" 

Anxious to proseqnte the campaign as ^oon as pos^ 
^ble, that by employing his troops actively, he might 
dbpel from their minds those discontents so fiequendy 
manifested, he wrote to general Cocke, dealing him 
' to unite with him, immediately, at' the Ten Islands, 
with fifteen* hundred men. He assured him that the 
mounted men, who had returned to the setdements Ibr 
subsistence, and to recruit their horses, would arrive 
by the I2th of the month. He wished to commence 
his operations du'ecdy, *^ knowing they would be pre* 
pared for it, and well knowing they would require it'* 
•* I am astonished,*' he continued, " to hear that your 
supplies continue deficient In the name of God, 
what is M^Gee ddng, and what has he been about? 
Every letter I recdve fiom governor Kount, assures 
me I am to reed ve plentiful supplies firom him, and 
seems to take for granted, notivithstanding all I have said 
to the contrary, that they have been hitherto regular^ 
furnished. Considering the generous loan he obtained 
for this purpose, and the &cility of procuring bread 
stuffs in East Tennessee, and transporting them by 
water to Fort Deposit, it is to me whoUy unaccount^ 
able that not a pound has ever arrived at that place* 
This evil must continue no iox^er-^it must be rxmt- 
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Atd lea^eot, ifaenafare, aid ii«QU|^ yoB imMt i^ CHAP. 



ereigr iiecesgaiy saj^lf."* 

WUlgt dxse meamre$ wem tnking, the VQluRHeem, 
tiwMigfa flereral of ihtir ofioen, ivo^ presnng on tiie^"^^ 
Gn«idnaddfa of tlie general, the subject of liidr term^"^ 
ef senrice, aiul daimiog to be disdwrged on the lOdi um^. 
instamiL Fnam colonel JMbitin,* nvho ooaunmded the 
sooond Mgknent) he raceked a Ictta-, diAed the 
tifiw^ \«^ attempted to be detaUod t!^ 
ofcoiK{dainL He began % statmg, tbaft, inoch as il 
pakied lum, he fdt hinisfiir bound to discloae a vcxy 
unpleasant truth; diat^ €Hi the lOih, the service woidd 
be deprived of the regiment he conunanded. He 
iseemed to dq>lore, with great sen^biiity, the scene 
that would be exhibited on ^t day, should opposition 

* Iiidepeiid^ot of an advantageeiM eontract made with the go« 
vemment,the state of Tennessee had extended to this contract- 
or a liberal loan, that immediate supplies might be forwarded. 
TJnfortunatelj, however, and it is a misfortune that will always 
continue, so long as the present mode is persisted in, the con- 
tract was disregai^ded ; nor did complaints on the sabject cease, 
even to the close of the war. Great as was the evil, no ade** 
4{uate remedy was at hand : nor was it confined to anj parti- 
cular section ; but in all directions, where our armies moved, 
were complaints heard, and their operations frustrated, through 
the misconduct of contractors. An adyanciog army, already 
iumng within its reach decided advantages, is made to halt, 
and to retrograde, or starve. The remedy is to sue the con* 
tractor $ and, after twelve or eighteen months of law, a jury 
decides how far he has or has not broken his covenant. In the 
mean time, the government has lost the most decided advan- 
tages — advantages which, had they been secured, might hav^ 
paved miHsons <f treasare, and thoayaads of lives. 
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CHAP* be made to ifadr departure ; and sdfl more sensibty^ 
^die c(msequences tbtt would lesiilt from a diaoEderly 
abandomnent of the camp. He stated, they had all 
thought themselves finally discharged, on the 20tfa of 
April last, and never knew to the contrary, mitil they 
saw the order of the 24th of Sq>temb€r, reqiuring 
them to rendezvous at Fayetteville, on the 4th of Oc- 
tober ; for the first tune, they then leanied, that they 
owed further services, their discharge to the contrary 
notwithstanding. ^^ Thus ^tuated, there was consider- 
able opposition to the order; on which the o$cers ge* 
nerally, as I am advised, andj know mysdf in pard- 
cular, gave it as an unequivocal opinion, that their term 
of service would terminate on the 10th of December* 

'^ They therefore look to their general, who holds 
their confidence, for an honourable dischan^ on that 
day ; and that, in every respect, he will see diat justice 
be done them. They regret that their peculiar atiuL- 
dons and circumstances require them to leave thdr 
general, at a time when their services are important to 
die common cause. 

^^ It would be desirable,^' he continued, ^' that tiiose 
men, who have served with honour, should be hc»iour- 
ably discharged, and that they should return to thdr 
&milies and friends, without even the semblance of db* 
grace ; with their general they leave it to place them in 
that situation. They have received him as an affec- 
tionate fikther, whilst they have honoured, revered, and 
obeyed him ; but, haying devoted a considerable por- 
tion of their time to die service of their country, by 
which their domestic concerns are gready deranged, 
they wish to return, and attend to didr own af&irs." 
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^Aldiocigh this communicatkMi aimouaoed tl)e deter- CHAP* 
initiation of otAy a part of the volunteer brigade, he 
hud already abundant evidence that the defection was 
general. The difficulties ivfaich the general had heretx)- 
fore been compelled to encounter, from the discontents 
cf his troops, might well induce him to regret, that a 
^irit of insubordination should again threaten to iq)pear 
inhbcWip. That he might, if posnble, prevent it, he 
hastened to lay before them the enxMr and improfx^ietjr 
of their views, and the consequences invcdved, s^uld 
dbey persist in their purpose. 

^' I know not," he observed, ^ what scenes will be 
exhibited on the 10th insrtant, nor what consequences reply. 
Itt^ to flow from them here or elsewhere ; but as I shall 
have the consciousntes that they are not imputable 
to any misconduct of mine, I trust I shall liave the 
firmness not to shrink from a discharge of my duty. 

** It will' be wellj however, for those who intend to 
become actors in those scenes, and who are about to 
hazard so much on the correctness of their opinion^, 
to examine beforehand, with great caution and delibe- 
ration, the grounds on ^Mch their pretensions rest. 
Are they fimnded on any false assurances of liiine, co* 
upcMi any decepticm that has been practised towards 
'them ? Was not the act of congress, under which they 
are ei^;aged, directed, by my general order, to be read 
and expounded to lliem, before they enrolled them- 
selves? That order will testify, and so will the recol- 
lection of every general officer of my division. It is 
not pretended, that those who now claim to be dis- 
diaiged, were not legally and fairly enrolled, under tiie 
act of congress, <tf the 6th of February, 1812. Have 
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acty and iviiieh tbey thoi sQl(eitt% imkitcipk. to p^ 
form? That required on^ year'3 senrice out of two, 
to be compute from the d^ of r^wLezvoqs^ iu4e89 
they should be sooner dischaiiged^ His one y^# 
acrvice been performed? Thi^ oannot be ^Qu4y 
pretended* tfeve they tb^ been dv^ohoi^ged ? Jt 19 
said thqr have, and by. me* To^ocount Jfour so exti»r 
oidinary a bdief , it m^ be nee^a^ to t»kt at rcrvkir 
of past cinmrndtanoes, 

** More than twelve moiilhft have elap^[ed» ipuc^ m^ 
were ^railed upon t» ^veoge the inju^ riglHs^of our 
country. We obeyed the QpU ! In the midst of hwlr 
ships which 9ooe but those, to wbpm liberty is dear, 
could have* borne without a B^ucmMTt we defccpM 
the Mii^^s^ppli It w|is believed our services wore 
w^ted, in the proseculAon of die just wear in whic^ 
our countiy was engaged, and we wfw prepared tti 
render them* But, though we were dwiq^c^Dted ff 
our expectations, we established toar Toanessee a nam^ 
which wiU long do her honour. At length, we receiv- 
ed a letter from the secretaiy of west^ direction our ^ 
mis«on« You well recollect the ckcumstaiic^ .<)f 
wr^chedness in which thb order was calcu]a%edtP 
place Us. By it, we were dei^iyed of eveiy article of 
public properly ; bq jMrovi^ic^ was made for the jusyr 
ment of our tro(^, or their subsistwce en their return 
march; whilst many of our sick, unable to help them* 
selves, must have perished* Against the opinion of 
many, I marched them back to their homes, before I 
dismissed thenu Your r^;iment, act its own reque^ 
was dismissed at Columbia. Tim was accompanied 
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with a certificate to each man, expresdng the acts un*- CHAP, 
der which he had been enrolled, and the length of the 
tour he had performed. This it is which is now at- 
tempted to be construed '^ a final dischai^ ;" but 
surely it cannot be foi^tten by any officer or sddier, 
haw sacredly diey pledged themselves, before they 
were dismissed, or received diat certificate, cheei^ully 
to obey the voice of their country, if it should re-sum- 
mon them into service : neidier can it be forgotten, I 
dare hope, for what purpose that certificate was ^ven ; 
it was to secure, if possible, to those brave men, who 
had shown such readiness to serve their country, cer- 
tain extra emoiuments, specified in the seventh section 
of the act under which they had engaged, in die event 
they were not recalled into service for the residue of 
dieir term. 

'^ Is it true, dien, that my solicitude for the interest 
of the volunteers, is to be made by them a pretext for 
disgracing a name which they have rendered illustri- 
ous? Is a certificate, designed solely for their benefit, 
to become the rallying word for mutiny ? — strange per- 
ver^on of feeling and of reasoning ! Have I really any 
power to discharge men, whose term of service has not 
fsxpired ? If I were weak or wicked enough to at- 
tempt the exercise of such a power, does any one be- 
lieve, the soldier would be thereby exonerated fix)m die 
obligation he has voluntarily taken upon himself to his 
government? I should become a traitor to the impor- 
tant concern which has been entrusted to my manage- 
ment, while the soldier, who had been deceived by a 
fiilse hc^ of liberation, would be still Uable to redeem 
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CHAP, his pledge ; — ^I should disgrace mysdf, without bene* 
fiting you. 

** I can only deplore die situation of those officers, 
who have undertaken to persuade thdor men, that thrir 
term of service will expire on the lOdi* In giving ihck 
(pinions to this effect, they have acted indiscreetly, and 
without sufficient authority. It would be the most 
pleasing act of my life, to restore them with honour to 
their families. Nothing would psdn me more tiuin that 
any other sentiments should be felt towards them, than 
those of gratitude and esteem. On all occa^ns, it has 
been my Mghest happiness to promote their mterest, 
and even to gratify thdr wishes, where^ with pn^riety^ 
it could be done. Whai in the lower country^ bciiev- 
ingthat, in die order for their dbmissal, they had been 
improperly treated, I even solicited the government to 
^scharge them, finally, from the obligations into which 
they had entered. You know the answer of the secre- 
tary of war ; — ^that neither he nor the president, as he 
believed, had the power to discharge ihem. How, 
then, can it be required of me to do so ? 

" The moment it is signified to me, by any competent 
authority, even by the governor of Tennessee, to whoni- 
I have written on die subject, or by genefal Pinckney, 
who is now appointed to the command, that the vohm* 
teers may be exonerated f5rom further service, that 
moment I will pronounce it, with the greatest satire* 
tion. I have only the power of pronouncing a dis- 
charge, — ^not of giving it, in any case ; — a distinction 
which I would wish should be borne in mind. Al* 
ready have I sent to raise volunteers, on my own re* 
sponsibility, to complete a campaign which has been 
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so l]aiq;>ily begun, and thus &r, so {brtunately prose- CHAP, 
cuted. The moment they anive, and I am assured, 
that, fired by our exploits, ^ey will hasten in crowds, 
on the firrt intimation that we need their services, they 
vnU be substituted in the (dace of those who are db- 
coatealcA here ; the latter will then be permitted to re- 
tum to thdr homes, with all the honour, which, under 
such circumstances, they can carry along with them. 
But I still cherish the hope, that their dissatisfaction 
and complaint^ have been g^^eady exaggerated. I can- 
not, must not believe, that the ^^ Volunteers of Ten- 
nessee," a name ever dear to feme, will di^race them- 
selves, and a country which d^ey have honoured, by 
abandoning her staadaid, as mutineers and deserters ; 
but should I be disappointed, and compelled to resign 
dus pleonng hope, one thing I will not re^gn — ^my 
duty. Mutiny and sedidon, so l<»ig as I possess the 
power of quelling diem, shall be put down ; and even 
when left destitute of this, I will still be found, m the 
last extremity, endeavouring to discharge the duty I 
owe my country and myself.'' 

To die platoon officers, who addressed him on the 
same subject, he replied in nearly the same manner ; 
but discontent had taken too deep a hold, and had, by 
designing men, been too artfiilly fomented, to be re- 
moved by any thii^ like aigument or intreaty. At M^tJny 
ength, on the evening of the 9di, general Hall hastened 
to the tent of Jackson, widi information that his whole 
brigade was in a state of mutiny , and making prepara- 
ticms for moving fwdbly off. This was a measure 
which every consideration of policy, duty, and honour, 
required Jaekson to oppose ; and to this purpose, he 
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CHAP.instandyapplkdaUtfieiDeansliepoaaeased. Heim- 
^mediately issued the following general order : 

** The conunanding general bdng informed that an 
actual mutiny exists in his camp, all officers and sol- 
diers are commanded to put it down. 

^^ The officers and soldiers of the first brigade will, 
without delay, parade on the west side of the fort, and 
await further orders." The ardlleiy company, with 
two small field pieces, being posted in the fi-ont and 
rear ; and the militia, under the command of colond 
W3mne, on the eminences, in advance, were ordered 
to prevent any forcible departure of the volunteers. 

The general rode along the line, which had beat 
formed agreeably to his orders, and addressed diem by 
companies, in a strain of impassioned eloquence. He 
feelingly expatiated on their former good conduct, 
and the esteem and applause it had secured them ; 
and pointed to the disgrace which they must heap upon 
themselves, their families, and country, by persisting, 
even if they could succeed, in their present mutiny. 
But he told them they should not succeed, bat by pass- 
ing over his body ; that even in opposing their muti- 
nous spirit, he should perish honourably ,— by perishii^ 
at his post, and in the dischargeof his duty. << Rdn- 
foroements," he continued, '^ are preparing to hasten 
to my assistance : it cannot be long before they wiU 
arrive. I am, too, in dmly expectation of receiving 
information, whedier you may be discharged, or not — 
until then, you must not, and shall not retire. I have 
done with intreaty, — ^it has been used long enough.~-I 
will attempt it no more. You must now determine whe- 
ther you will go, or peaceably remun : if you still persist 
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in your determsiadon to move fordbly off, the point CHAP. 
betweeDUs shall soon be decided." At first they hesi-, 
laEted ; — he demanded an explicit and poadve answer. 
They sdll hesitated; and he commanded the artillerist 
to prepare the match ; he himself renudnu^ in fix>nt of 
Ae volunteers, and within the line of fire, which he in* 
tended soon to order. Alarmed at lus a{]9>arent deter- 
mination, and dreading the consequences mvolved in 
sueh a contest ; '* Let us return," was presendy li^ed 
along the line, and was soon after determined upon. 
The officers now came forweird, and pledged them- 
selves for thar men, who dther nodded assent, or 
openly expresseda willingness to retire to their quar- 
ters, and remain without further tumult, until informal 
tion were had, or the expected £ud should arrive. Thus 
passed away a moment of the greatest peril,~^r^;nant 
with die most important consequences. 

Although the immediate execution of their purpose 
was thus prevented, it was soon (tiscovered that it was 
not whdly abandoned, and that nothing could be ex- 
pected fixmi thdr futqre 6ervk:es. Jackson, therefore, 
determined to rid himself, as soon as possible, of men, 
whose presence answered no other end, than to keep 
alive disoHitenfcs in his camp. He accordingly pre- 
pared an Older to general Hall, to march ihem to Nash- 
viKe, and do with them as he should be directed by the 
govemor c^ Tennessee. Prerious to promulgating 
diis, he resolved to make one further effort to retain 
them, and to make a last appeal to their honour and 
patriotism. For this purpose, having assembled them 
before the fort, on the 13di, he directed his aid-de-camp 
to read to diem l)^e following address : 
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CHAP. « On the lOtfi of December, 1812, you assembled, 
at the call of your country. Your professions of pa- 
triotism, and ability to endure firtigue, were at once 
Address tested by the inclemency of the weadber. Breaking 
troops, your way through sheets of ice, you descended die 
Mississippi, and reached the point at which you woe 
ordered to be halted and dismbsed. All this you bore 
without murmuring. Finding that your services wore 
not needed, the means for marching you back were 
procured; every difficulty was surmounted, and, as 
soon as the point from which you embarked was re- 
gsdned, the order for your dismissal was carried into 
effect. The promptness with which you assembled, 
the regularity of your conduct, your attention to yom* 
duties, the determination manifested, on every occa- 
sion, to carry into effect the wishe&and will of your 
government, placed you on elevated ground. You not 
GoXy distii^ished yoursdves, but gave to your state a 
distinguished raiik with her sbters ; and led your go- 
vernment to bdieve, that the honour of the nation 
would never be tarnished, when entrasted to the holy 
keq>ing of the " Volunteers of Tennessee." 

^^ In the progress of a war, which the implacable and 
eternal enemy of our independence induced to be waged, 
we found ttett^ without cause on our part, a pordon of 
the Creek mrtkm was added to the number of our foes. 
To put it down, the first glance of the administnrtioa 
fell on you ; and you were again summoned to the fidd 
of honour. In full possessicm of your former leelings, 
that summons was cheerfully obeyed. Before your 
enemy thought you in motion, f ou wene at Tallusfaat- 
chee and Talladega. Hie thunder of your arms was 
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a «gQd to ti«Q, dwt the slaug^iter of your country- CHAP, 
men was aboitt to be avenged. You fought^ you con-, 
fuered! berdy enou^ of the foe escaped, to recount 
to dieir salvage aasociaties, your deeds of valour. You 
ittumed to tfais placei loaded with launela, and the^- 
plauses of your country. 

<< Can it be, that these bmve men are about to be- 
come the tamishers of their own reputation ! — the de- 
stroyers of a name, which does them so much honour? 
Yes^ it is a truth too wdl disclosed, that cheerfulness 
has been excfaaagsd £9r conqphdnts :-Hnurmuringa 
and disGODtents alone prevail. Men who a litde while 
since were offering iq> prayers^ for permissicm to chas- 
tise the meroless savage, — who Iximedwith impa- 
tience to leach tiietn how much they had hitherto been 
indebted to our ibrbearance; are now, when they could 
so^easify^ attain their wishes, seeking to be dischaiged. 
The heut of your general has been pierced. The first 
ob|ect of his military affections, and the first glory of 
his life, were the volimteers of Tennessee ! The very 
name recaUa to him a thousand endearing recollections. 
But these men, — these volunteers, have become mu- 
tkiecr& The jedings he would havf^ indulged, your 
general has been oompdled to suppress, — he has been 
oompeHed by a regard to that subordination, so neces- 
sary to the support, of every army, and which he is 
bound to have observed, to check the disorder which 
would fa»re destroyed you. He has interposed his au- 
diority for your safety ; — to prevent you fiom dbgrac«< 
mg yoursdves and your country. Tranquillity has 
been restored in our camp,— <:ontentment shall also be 
imored; this can be done only by permitting those to 
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CHAP, retire, Mrfaose dissads&ctioa proceeds fifom causes tfaaC 
^cannot be controlled. This permissioEi nill now be 



given. Your country will dispense with your services, 
if you have no longer a r^ard fior that fiune, wfaich 
you ha ve so nobly earned finr yourselves and her. Yes, 
soldiers, you who were once so brave, and to whom 
honour was so dear, shall be permitted to return to 
your homes, if you still deare it. But lii what lan« 
guage, when you arrive, uriU you address yoat &mi- 
lies and friends? WiU you tell them that you abandon^ 
ed your general, and' your late associates in arms, with- 
in fifty n^es of a savage enemy ; who equaUy delights 
m sheddbg the Uood of the innocent female and her 
sleeping babe, as that of the warrior contending m bat- 
tle ? Lamentable, disgracefiil tale ! If your cfisposi- 
tions are really changed; if you fear an enemy you so 
lately conquered ; thb day will prove it. I now put 
it to yourselves ;-— determine upon the part you will 
act, influenced ooly by the su^esticms of your own 
hearts, and your own understandings. All who pee- 
fer an inglorious retirement, shall be ordered to Nash- 
ville, to be dischaiged, as the president or the gover- 
nor may direct. Who choose to remain, and unite 
with their general, in the further prosecution of the 
campaign, can do so, and will thereby fiinush a proof, 
that they have been greatly traduced ; and that although 
disaffection and cowardice has reached the hearts of 
some, it has not reached theirs. To such my assur- 
ance is ^ven, that former irregularities will not be at- 
tributed to them. They shall be immediate organ- 
ized into a separate corps, under officers of their own 
choice; and in a litde while, k is orafidently bdieved. 
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afi opportumty will be afforded of adding to the laurds CHAP, 
.you tove already won." 

This appeal &iled of the desired effect. Captain 
Williamsoti alone agreed to remain. Finding that 
their determination to abandon the service could not 
be changed^ and that every principle of patriotism 
was foi^otteny the general communicated his order 
to general Hall, directing him to march his brigade 
to Nashville, and await such instructions as he might 
receive from the president, or the govemo' of Ten- 



General Cocke l&d anived on the 12th, with fifteen 
hundred men ; but it was found firom his report, that mierai 
no part of his troops were brou^t into the field under ^**** 
the requiintion of the pre^dent of the United States ; 
and that the term of service of a greater part of them 
would expire in a few dlays ; and of the whole in a few 
weeks. In consequence of this, he was ordered into 
hb ifisterict, to comply with that requisition, and to car- 
fy widi him and discharge near their homes, those of 
his troops, the period of whose service was within a 
short time of being ended. The reason of this was ex- 
gained in an address to the brigade, in which they 
were entreated, when they should have obtained the 
necessaries Which a winter's campaign would require, 
U} rettim into the field, and aid in completing what had 
been so successfully begun. Colonel Lilliard's regi- 
ment, which consisted of about eight hundred, and 
whose term of service would not expire in less than 
four weeks, was retained, to asnst in defending the 
piesent post, and in keeping open the commumcation 
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CHAP, with Deposit, until the expected rdaf^QsPcemenfts should 
.arrive. 

Meantime the cavaliy and mountied riflemen, wIk>, 
under an express stipulation to return and comideisc 
the campaign, had been permitted to retire into the 
setdements, to recruit their horses and procure winter 
clothing, had, at the time appcMnted, re-assembled in 
the neighbourhood of Huntsville. But, catching the 
infection of discontent fifom the infantiy, on their re-i^ 
turn march, they began now to clamour with equal 
earnestness for a discharge. The cavalry insisted that 
they were as well entitled to it as the in&ntry ; and the 
riflemen, that they could not be held in service afta* 
the 24th, that being three months from the time they 
had been mustered : and that as that day was so near 
at hand, it was wholly useless to advance any farther* 
General Coffee, who was confined at Huntsville by 
severe indisposition, employed all the means which 
Disaffec- jjig debilitated strength would allow him, to remove 
nenii Cof- the daugcrous impressions they had so readily imbibed^ 
gude, ' and to reckdm them to a sense of honour and of duty ; 
m^6k to ^^^ ^ ^^ efforts proved unavailing. He immediately 
ohar*' d. ^^^^"^ ^s brigade to head quarters : thqr had pro- 
ceeded as far as Ditto's ferry, when the greater part 9f 
them refusing to cross die river, returned in a tumul- 
tuous manner, committing on the route innumemUe 
irregularities, which there was no force sufficient to re- 
strain. Not more than seven hundred of the brigade 
could be gotten over ; who, having marched to Deposit, 
were directed to be halted, until further (Kders could 
be obtained firom general Jackson. At this place th^ 
committed the wildest extravagancies ; profusely wast- 
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ing the public gram» which, widi ihuch difficulty and CHAP, 
labour, had been collected there, for the purpose of thc;^^^,^^^ 
csonpaigD ; and indulging in every species of excess. 
Wliilst thus rioting, they contmued to clamour, voci- 
ferously, for ^eir discharge. General Coffee finding 
fais utmost efforts ineffectual, to restrain or to quiet 
tiiem, wrote to Jackson, acquainting him with tl^ir 
conduct zxA demands, and endo^g a petition that 
-had been addressed to him by the rifle raiment. In 
bis letter he s^s, <^ i am of opinion, the sooner they 
oan be gotten clear of the better ; they are consuming the 
f (»rage that will be necessary for others, and I am sa- 
tisfied they will do no more good. I have told them, 
^dieir petition would be submitted to you, who would 
decide upon it in the shortest posable time." This 
was truly disagreeable news to the general. Already 
sufficiently harassed by the discontents aiul opposition 
dim troops ; now that they had retired, he looked 
anxiously forward, in hopes that the tranquillity of his • 
can^ would be no more assailed. On the brigade of 
Ooffee, he had placed great reliance, and, fix>m the 
pledges it had ^ven him, entertained no fears but that 
it wiMdd return and act with him, as soon as he should 
lie ready to proceed. Ht replied to general Coffee, 
and taking a view of the grounds and causes of their 
compkunte, endeavoured to reconcile their objections, 
and persuade them to a discharge of the duties they 
had undertaken, and covenanted to perform. 

The signers of that address, observes the general, 
commence by saying, " that jealousy is prevailing in 
our camp, witii respect to the understanding between 
themselves and the government, relative to the sen^ice 
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CHAP, required of them; and beUeving it to be its polioy to 
^act fairly, are of opinion that a full explanation of dieir 



case will have a good effect, in promoting the cause in 
which they are engaged." 

^' What can have given rise to this jealousy, I am. 
j^Rckson's at a loss to conjccture ^ for> surely no un&ir practices 
th?^dc-^ were ever used by their government, to get them into 
^ff^»°^ the service, nor to keep them in it, longer than they 
|>ri)g;ade. had engaged to remain. How long diat was, can 
be ea^y determined by the Iaw> imder which they 
were accepted^ This was open to all, and must be 
presumed to have been understood by all. But for a 
con^plete answer, I send you and refer you to the writ- 
ten pledges, of both the field and platoon officers, be- 
fore they returned to recruit their horses, and obtain 
their winter clothing. As they seem completely to 
have foi^tten, remind them of all they contain, — 
of their assurances ^ven, that, if what they asked 
were granted, they would return, at the shortest possi- 
ble notice, prepared and willing to go through the 
winter service, (»* to the end of the campaign. Sensi- 
ble of their necessities, and confiding fully in the 
promises they made, s^ s^n^ with their own names, 
I permitted diem, on the 29d ultimo, to return into tht 
settlements, for the purpose of procuring fi'esh horses, 
and additional clothing $ and required them, to which 
they readily agreed, to rendezvous in Madison, on the 
8th instant. They have returned, and now, when 
fsvery calculation is made upon their services, agree- 
ably to the pledges that have been given, they send, 
(instead of coming,) this address. Under these circum- 
stances, what ** explanation of their case" do they 
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want? WbM: exjdaimlion do thqr expect tfadr gei^^ 
to give them ? Barely to remind them of their written, 
]4edges» without attempting any expo^on of the law, 
under which they have engs^ed, is surely a sufficient 
answer* An exposition of it will not be attempted by 
me; not only because it is considered unnecessaiy, but 
because my c^inion on it has been already frequently 
given* 

" They, however, further remaric, that " they are 
returning like deserters, souring the minds of the peo- 
ple against ^ government and the officers, which will 
prevent ethers from entering into the service of their 
countiy, and paralyze the spirit of every citizen of 
Tennessee." That they are returning home, not only 
^' like deserters," but in the real genuine character of 
such, is indeed a lamentable, truth. That they are also 
endeavouring to sour the minds of the people against 
the government and the officers, and that this attempt 
urill most pfx>bably be successful, and prevent many 
fiiom entering thp service, is, I am fearful, too true. 
But in the name of 'God, to whom i3 this to be ascribed 
— to the government, or to their general ? or rather is 
it not more pisdy chargeable to themselves, who, hav- 
ing, entered the camp fi^m patriotic motives, as they 
say,^-*having engaged with their govi^mment, and 
pledged themselves to their general, to prosecute the 
campaign, and avoige the injured rights of their coun-r 
try, forget bodi that engagement, and that pledge, and 
aU thdr boasted patriotism*, at a moment when their, 
services are the most confidently expected, and the 
inost enunendy needed. 
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CHAP. << I cannot conceive how the idea has ^ffisen, that Aey 
^are attempted to be detained, without their consent. 
To say nothing of the length of service really ^required 
by the law under which ihey were accepted ; have 
not the field officers g^ven their written coiisent to 
remain, during the wii^ier, or until the can^[>aign 4>e 
completed ? Have they not also given a ple^e jor 
their men, and their officers commanding companies 
and platoons ; and have not Ihose .company and platoon 
officers, too, ^ven a similar assurance for themselves 
and their m^i ? Let them look to these pledges, and 
blush at their conduct 

" They also remaiic, " If any toider of services, fiw 
a longer time than a tour of duty, (three months) has 
been made to the general government, we beg leave to 
say, it was without our consent or knowledge ; and we 
are convinced that, an all contracts ihat are binding, 
both parties must {uUy understand and consent thereto. 
We wish to be permitted to return home, and to re- 
turn under such circumstances, as will entide us to be 
praised, instead of blamed, by those who so gaUandy 
led us to batde." 

** To this I answer, that no tender, for any specified 
term of service, was ever made to the general govern- 
ment, by me, or by any other, within my knowkjdge. 
As regards their law remark^ that men, to be bound Iqr 
a contract, must understand and consent to it, it v^ 
be a sufficient answer, that those who volunteer their 
services, under a pubUc law, are jM^esumed to under- 
stand fully all its provisions ; or, at any rate, that those 
who sign an instrument drawn up by themselves, can- 
not reasonably be supposed ignorant of its contents, 
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or QQiwiUing to abkleJbly its terms. But they must be CHAP, 
luke-warm patriots indeed, who, in the moment of 
danger and necessity can halt in the discharge of dieir 
duty, to argue and quibble on the construction of laws 
and statutes. 

^^ As to thdr wish '^ to be praised instead of censur* 
ed," I am at a loss to conceive how such a sentiment 
diottid held a place in the breasts of men, who are about 
toabandcm thecauseof their country, at such a moment 
as this, and under such engpigements. Even if it be 
p08»ble for such men to desire praise ; firom their pre- 
sent conduct they cannot expect it, nor believe them- 
selves entitled to receive it. Before they can have 
determined to enter upon such a course, they must 
undoubtedly have prepared their minds to meet all the 
OHitumely and contempt, that an indignant country 
can heap upon such wind-blown patriots ; who, when 
at home, clamoured so vociferously about her injured 
rights, and havii^ taken up arms to defend them, 
abandon them, at a moment when they are most in 
dang^. A grosser aliment than praise must be the 
{Nxqper nutriment for such minds. • If it were possible 
that any doubt could exist, under the law by which 
their services were engaged, has not the utmost cer- 
tsdnty been produced, by their own written undertak- 
ings, subsequently made ? But on the quesdon, whe- 
ther their country, at this time, needs their services in 
the fidd, there can be no doubt. And is patriotism to 
be measured by months, and weeks, and days ? Is it 
by such a computation, that the volunteer, embarked 
•in his country's defence, hopes to entitie himself to the 
thanks of that country, when her rights are assailed. 
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CHAP, and hb ^Qrts can protect them ?-----Be it 90 ; let k be 
' even granted, that these men's engagements have ex* 



pired under the law ; — has their sacred pledge, in writ* 
ingy and has their love of country expired ? If these 
cannot bind them to a fiuthful performance of their 
duty, I know of nothing by which I can hope to hold 
them," 

To have addressed them in a less pointed and inde- 
pendent strain, and endeavoured to soothe their discon*- 
tents by intreaty, might, at some odier time, and under 
different circumstances, have been better resorted to for 
success; but the ineffectual attempts that had been 
made widi his in&ntry, who had finaken the camp, in 
spiteof everything that persuau(m, threats, or hcxioor 
could surest, left but a narrow ba^, on which to' 
erect a hope of his being able to detmn them« There 
was but a single course left ; to point them to the pledge 
they had given, and appeal directly to their honour, 
believing that if this were unsuccessfiil, there was 
^^ nothing by which he could hope to hold them." 

Jackson had just received a letter finom the governor 
of Tennessee, in answer to his frequent and pressing 
inquiries, as to the dispo^tion which should be made 
Orders of of the volunteers. It recommended what had already, 
Blount, from necessity, been done ; to dbmiss— not discharge 
^^i^^them, because the latter was not in the power of dther 
teers. q{ them : — nor was their dismissdcHi to be ^ven, be- 
cause founded in right ; but because, under existing cir- 
cumstances, thdr presence could not prove beneficial, 
but highly injurious. To induce them contentedly to 
remain, the governor had suggested but one argument, 
wluch had not already been unsuccessftilly attempted ; 
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'* Aat it was very doubtful if the government would CHAP, 
pay them for the services they had already rendered^ 
if abandoned without her authority." it is triie, that 
avarice sometimes alters a determination, when other 
con^d^tions have failed of success ; whether this ap- 
peal might not result beneficially with the cavaliy, 
whose presence was greatly desired, was at least worth 
the trial. It was important, however, to bring it be- 
fore them in a way to awaken inquiry, and guard 
against offence. The letter was therefore enclosed for 
thdr inspection, accompanied unth these remarks :— 
** I have just received a letter from governor Blount, 
which I hasten to transmit to you, that you may avail 
yourselves of whatever benefits Mid privileges it holds 
out. You will perceive, that he does not consider he 
has any power to ctischarge you, — ^neither liave I : — 
but you have my permission to retire from the service, 
if you are still desirous of doing so, and are prepared 
to risk the consequences." 

These letters, so far from answering the desired end, 
had a directly contraiy effect. The governor's was no 
sooner read, than they eagerly laid hold of it to sup- 
pent the resolution they had already formed ; and with- 
out further ceremony or delay, abandoned the cam- 
paign, with their colonel, Allcom, at their head, who, 
so &r fix)m having endeavoured to reconcile them, is 
believed, by secret artifices, to have fomented their 
discontents. . 

So general was the dissatisfiiction of this brigade, 
and with such longing anxiety did they indulge the 
hope of a speedy return to their homes, that their im- 
patience did not permit them to wait the return of the 

N 
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CHAP, messenger from head quarters. Before an answer 
^'* could reach general Coffee, they had broken up their 
encampment at DqK)sit, re-crossed the river, and pro- 
ceeded four miles beyond Huntsville. On receiving 
ity Coffee had the brigade drawn up in sdid column^ 
and the letters, tf^ether with the pledge they had giv- 
en, read to them ; after wluch, the reverend Mr. Black- 
bum endeavoured, in an eloquent speech,, in which he 
pointed out the ruinous consequences that were to be 
ai^rehended, if they persisted in their present purpose, 
to recall them to a sense of duty^, and of honour ; but 
they had formed their resolution too stead&stly , and 
had gone too extravagant lengths, to be influenced by 
the letter, the pledge, or the speech. As to the pledge, 
a few said they had not authorized it to be made ; 
others, that as the general had not returned an imme^ 
diate acceptance, they did not consider themselves 
bound by it ; but the greater part candidly acknow- 
ledged, that they stood committed, and were without 
any justification for their present conduct. Neverthe- 
less, except a few officers, and three or four privates, 
the whole persisted in the determination to abandon 
the service. Thus, in a tumultuous manner, th^ 
broke up, and, committing innumerable extravagan- 
cies, regardless alike pf law and decoicy, continued 
their route to their respective homes. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

IDiscontents of the militia.— -Governor Blount recommends an 
abandonment of the service.— Jackson's reply to his letter. 
—The governor takes measures for bringing out a sufficient 
forces— Conduct of general Roberts.^— His brigade retires 
from service.— Lieutenant Kearlej.— Genera) Jackson en- 
deavours to detain the East Tennessee troops.-^His address 
to them.-«*Arrival of additional forces.— Arrest of officers. 
—Expedition against the Indians.*^His motives.— Battle of 
Emuckfaw.F>^eneral Coffee proceeds to destroy the ene- 
my's fortifications.— Second battle of Emuckfaw.*— Troops 
commeBce their return march.^— Ambuscade formed by tiie 
Indians.— Battle of Enotichopco. 



WHDLiST these unfortunate events were transpir- CHAP. 

• IV 

ing in the rear, matters were far fix)m wearing a very ' 
enccairag^g aspect at head quarters. Greneral Ro- 
berts' brigade of West Tennessee militia, at no time 
AiUy and at present conmsting, in consequence of nu- 
merous desertions, erf* only about six hundred ; imi- 
tating the evil examples lately set before it, began, 
as the day on which they imagined themselves entided 
to a discharge was approadung, to turn their attention 
towards home. BeUeving that three months consti- 
tuted the tour of duty contemplated in the act, under 
liiHbich their services were engs^ed, they insisted that 
it would terminate on the 4th of the ensuing month. 
This, however, was a construction, that Jackson was 
by no means di^>osed to admit. It b true, the act 
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CHAP, had not defined the term of their engagements ; but it 
' had specified the object of calling them out, viz. to 
subdue the Indians ; and as that object was not yet at- 
tained, it was believed, that at present they were not 
entided to a discharge. In addition to this, these troops, 
although raised by the state authority, had been, bj 
the particular recommendation of their own legislature, 
received into the service of the general government, 
under the act of congress, authorizing the president to 
call out a hundred diousand militia, to serve for six 
months ; unless by his own order they should be pre- 
♦ viously dismissed* So that, whether the act of con- 
gress, or the legislature of Tennessee, were taken as 
the rule of government in this case, it was believed 
there was no authority competent to extend to them a 
discharge, at the time they threatened to denfiand it. 
The militia of East Tennessee, havmg been specially 
mustered into service for three months, would, of 
course, be entitled to be dismissed, at the expiration 
of that period ; hence colonel Lilliard's re^ment, which 
constituted more than one half t^ present force at 
)iead quarters, would be lost to die service on the Hth 
of the next month. 

With the failure of general Cocke, to. bring into tiie 
field, the number and description of troops, which he 
had been ordered to raise, under the requi^tion of the 
president ; as well as with the temp^ and demands of 
those who were in service, he kept the governor of 
Tennessee correcdy advised ; and omitted ip oppor- 
tunity of entreating him, m the most pressing manner, 
to take the earliest measures for supplying, by draft, 
or voluntary enlistment, the present deficiency, as well 
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as that which was so soon to be expected. To these CHAP. 
$(dicitati<ms, he had now received the governor's an- 



swer, who stated, that, having ordered general Cocke ^^^^ 
to bring into the field fifteen hundred of the detached 
militia, as was required by the secretary 6f war, and a 
thousand volunteers, under the act of the le^slature of 
Temxessee, of the 24th September, he did not feel 
himself authorized to grant a new order, although the 
first had not been complied with ; that he viewed the 
further prosecution of the campaign, attended as it was Governor 
with so many embarrassments, as a firuitless endea- ^^vises 

^ , an aban- 

vour ; and concluded by recommending, as advisable, donment 
to withdraw the troops into the setdements, and sus* ^ptign 
pend all active operations, until the general governr 
ment ^ould provide more effectual means, for con- 
ducting it to a favourable issue. Jackson, &r fix)m 
having any intention to yield to this advice, was de- 
termined to oppose it. Still, however, he was greatly 
concerned at the view the chief magistrate of his state 
seemed to take of a question so important ; and imme- 
diately proceeded to unfold himself fully, and to sug- 
gest the course, which, he believed, on the present oc- 
casion, it bdioved them both to pursue ; pointing out 
the ruinous consequences, that might be expected to 
result, Srom the adoption of the measure he had under- 
taken to recommend ; — he continues ; 

" Had your wish, that I should dischai^ a part of Letter tq 
my force, and retire, with the residue, into the setde-r |°^^/ 
ments, assumed the form of a positive order, it might 
have furnished' me some apology for pursuing such a 
course ; but by no means a full justification. As you 
would have no power to give such an order, I could 
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CHAP, not be inculpable in obe3ring, with my eyes open 
* ^to the &tal consequences that would attend it. But a 
bare recommendation, founded, as I am satisfied it 
must be, on the artful su^estions of those fire-side 
patriots, who seek, in a £ulure of the expecUdon, an 
excuse for their own supineness ; and upon the imsre- 
presentations of the discontented fix>m the army, who 
wish it to be believed, that the difficulties which over- 
came their patriotism are wholly insurmountable, would 
afibrd me but a feeble shield, against the reproaches of 
my country, or my conscience. Believe me, my re- 
spected jGriend, the remarks I make proceed from the 
purest personal regard* If you would preserve your 
reputation, or that of the state over which you preside, 
you must take a straight-forward, determined course ; 
regardless of the applause or censure of the populace, 
and of the forebodings of that dastardly and designing 
crew, who, at a time like this, may be expected to 
clamour continually in your ears. The very wretches 
who now beset you with evil counsel, will be the first, 
should the measures which they recommend eventuate 
in disaster, to call down imprecations on your head, 
and load you with reproaches. Your country is in 
danger :<— <apply its resources to its defence ! Can any 
course be more plain ? Do you, my fiiend, at such a 
moment as the present, sit with your arms folded, and 
your heart at ease, waiting a solution of your doubts, 
aiul a definition of your powers? Do you wsdt for spe- 
cial instructions fiom die secretary at war, which it is 
imposable for you to receive in time for the danger 
that threatens ? How did the venerable Shelby act, 
under similar circumstances ; or rather, under circum* 
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staxuxs by no means so critical ? Did he wait for oc- CHAP, 
ders, to do what eveiy man of sense knew — ^whateve- 
ly patriot fdt— to be ligfat? He did not; and yet hem 
highly and justly did the govenunent extol his manly 
and energedc conduct ! and how dear has his name be- 
come to all the friends of their country ! 

^^ You say, that, having given an order to general 
Cocke, to bring his quota of men into the field, your 
power ceases ; and that, although you are made sensi- 
ble that he has wholly n^lected that order, you can 
take no measure to remedy the omission. Widely 
different, indeed, is my opinion. I consider it your 
imperious duty, when the men, called for by your or- 
der,, founded upon that of the government, are known 
not to be in the field, to see that th^ be brought there ; 
and to take immediate measures with the officer, who, 
chai^ged with the execution of your order, omits or ne- 
glects to do it As the executive of the state, it is 
your duty to see that the full quota of troops be con- 
^andy kept in the field, for the time they have been 
required. You are responsible to the government; 
your officer to you. Of what avail is it, to ^ve an 
iHrder, if it be never executed, and may be disobeyed 
with impunity ? Is it by empty orders, that we can 
.hope to conquer our enemies, and save our defenceless 
ftcmtiens fit)m butchery and devastation ? Bdieve me, 
my valued fiiend, there are times, when it is highly 
criminal to shrink from responsibility, or scruple about ' 

the exercise of our powers. There are times, when 
we must disregard punctilious etiquette, and think 
only of serving our country. What is really our pre- 
sent situation? The enemv we have been sent to 
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CHAP, subdue, may be said, if we stq> at ttus, to be only ex-f 
' asperated. The commander in chief, general Pinck- 
ney, who suj^ses me, by this time, prepared fcH* re- 
newed operations, has ordered me to advance, and form 
a junction with the Georgia army ; and, upon the ex- 
pectation that I will do so, are all his arrangements 
formed, for the prosecution of the campaign. Will it 
do, to defeat his plans, and jeopardize the safety of the 
Geor^ army ? The general government, too, believe, 
and have a right to believe, that we have now not less 
than five thousand men' in the heart of the enemy's 
country ; and on this opinion are all their calculations 
bottomed ; and must they all be fiiistrated, aiid I become 
the instrument by which it is done ? God forbid ! 

" You advise me, too, to discharge, or dismiss fi*oiii 
service, until the will of the president can be khown, 
such p€»tion of the militia, as have rendered three 
months' service. This advice astonishes me, even more 
tlian the former. I have no such discretionary power ; 
and it would be impolitic and ruinous to exercise it, 
if I had. I believed, the militia who were not specialty 
received for a shorter period, were engaged for six 
months, unless the objects of the expedition should be 
sooner attained ; and in this opinion I was greatly 
strengthened, by your letter of the 15th, in which you 
say, when answering my inquiry upon tMs subject, 
" the militia are detached for six months' service ;" 
nor did I know, or suppose, you had a different 
opinion, until the arrival of your last letter. This 
opinion must, I suppose, agreeably to your request, be 
made knoA^oi to general Roberts' brigade, and then 
the consequences are not difficult to be foreseen. 
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man bdongiog to it will ^bondon me on the CHAP. 
4th of next month ; nor AeJi I have ih/t means of 



preventing it, but by the application oi force, which, ^^^^ 
under such circumstances, I shall not be at liberty to 
«se« I have laboured hard, to reconcile these men, to 
a continuance in service, until they could be hcxiour- 
ably dischaiged, and had hoped I had, in a great mea- 
sure, succeeded; but your opinion, (^>eraling i^th 
their own prejudices, will give a sanction to their con- 
duct^ and render usdess any further attempts. Thqr 
will go ; but I can neither discharge nor dismiss thenu 
Shall I be tdd, that, as they will go, it may as well be 
peaceably permitted ; can that be any good reason why 
I should do an unauthorized act? Is it a good reason 
why I should violate the cxdcr of my superior officer, 
and evince a willingness to defeat the purposes of my 
government? And wharein does the ^^ sound policy" 
of the measures that have been recommended consist ? 
Or in what way are they *^ likely to promote the public 
good?" Is it sound policy to abandon a conquest thus 
far made, and deliver up to havoc, or add to the num** 
ber of our enemies, those friendly Creeks and Chero- 
kees, who, rdying on our protection, have espoused 
our cause, and aided us with their arms? Is it good 
policy to turn loose upon our defencdess frontiers, 
five thousand exasperated savages, to reek thdr hands 
once more in the blood of our citizens? What ! retro- 
grade under such circumstances ! I will perish first 
No, I will do my duty : I will hold the posts I have 
established, until ordered to abandon them by the 
commanding general, or die in the struggle ;'— long 
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CHAP, ance have I determined, not to seek die preservatioii 
' 6f life^ at die sacrifice of reputation. 

'^ But our fit>nUerS) it seems, are to be defended^ 
and by whom? By the very force that is now recom- 
mended to be dismissed ; for I am first told to retire 
into the aetdements, and protect the fix>ntiers ; next, 
to discharge my troops ; and then, that no measures 
can be taken for raising others. No, my fifiend, if 
troops be given me, it is not by loitering on the fron- 
tiers that I will seek to give protection ; — they are to 
be defended, if defended at all, in a very different man- 
ner ;— by carrying the war into the heart of the ene- 
my's country. All other hopes of defence are more 
visionary than dreams. What then is to be done? 
I'll tell you what. You have only to act with the ener- 
gy and decision the crisis demands, and all will be 
well. Send me a force engaged for ^x months, and 
I will answer for the result, — ^but withhold it, and all 
is lost, — the r^utation of the state, and your's, and 
mine along with it." 

This letter had considerable effect with the gover- 
nor. On receiving it, he immediately ordered firom 
the second divi^on, twenty-five hundred of the militia, 
for a tour of three months, to rendezvous at Fayette- 
ville, on the 28th of January. The command was ^v- 
en to brigadier general Johnston, with orders to pro- 
ceed without delay, by detachments, or odierwise, to 
Fort Strother. He instructed general Cocke to exe- 
cute the order he had received from Jackson, for rais- 
ing from his division, hisi required quota of troops, and 
to bring them to the field as early as possible. 
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These measures were tE^en by the govemw in op* CHAP, 
position to his first views of their impropriety ;— with-^ ^^• 



out any special (Urections from the government. If any ^g^^ 
doubts, however, remained of the correctness of the 
course adopted, they were soon after dispelled, by a 
letter from the secretary of war, stating, that he was 
** audiorized to supply, by militia drafts or volunteers, 
any deficiency that might arise, and without referring 
on tihat head-to the war department." 

General Roberts, who had been ordered back to 
supply the deficiencies in his brigade, returned on the 
27th, with one hundred and ninety-one men, mustered 
for three months. Having halted them a few miles in 
rear of the camp, he proceeded thither himself, to learn Robem* 
of the commanding general, whether the troops he had '"*"*^*'- 
brought on would be received for the term they had 
stipi^ted ; as they were unwilling to advance further, 
until this point were setded. Jackson answered, that 
although he greatly preferred they should be engag- 
ed for fflx months^ or during the campaign, yet he 
had no wish to alter any engagement they had made 
with general Roberts, and would gladly receive them 
for the period they had been mustered ; at the expira- 
tion of wluch time he would discharge them^ Not* 
withstanding this assurance, with which he was in- 
structed to make them acquainted, they yet determined, 
for some unknown cause, to abandon their engage- 
ments, and return home, without gaining even a sight 
of the camp. To the misconduct and improper con- 
versation of thek general, was it justly to be attributed. 
By halting them in the neighbourhood, until he could 
go to head quarters, and " make terms" for their ac- 
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CHAP, oeptance, He unpressed lliem with the bdief, that their 
^^^...^^ obligations as yet extended only to hii^^ fix>m which 
^g^^ he promised to absolve diem, if the terms he should 
be able to make, should be less &voiirable than th^ 
expected. And even after general Jackson had assent- 
ed to all that was or could be asked in their behalf^ 
and that assent had been reduced to writing, Roberts, 
either from not understanding what was done, 6t finom 
a desire to injiu^ the service, hastened back to bis 
men, — ^informed them that he had been unable to effect 
an accomplishment of thdr object — seriously lamented 
having induced them from their homes, and concluded 
by gmvely remarking, that he freely exonerated them 
fir)m all the obligaticxis they were under to him. They, 
just as gravdy, ' concluded they would go no further ; 
and, turning about, commenced thfeir return home. 
The afiair, however, ivas soon presented very differ* 
ently to his mind. The careless indifference with 
which he had first treated it had subsided ; suid his fears 
took the alarm, on receiving from general Jackson, an 
order to parade immediately before the fort, the men 
he had reported to have brought into the fields He 
came forward, now, to excuse what had happened, and 
to solicit permission to go in pursuit of the refugeesi 
whom he thought he should be able to bring back. 
Overtaking them, at the distance of twenty miles, he 
endeavoured, in a very gentle mamfer, to soothe Ack 
discontents, and prevail on them to return ; but having 
been discharged, and absolved fiilly from the engage* 
ments they had at first entered into, diey laughed at 
the folly of his errand. Unable to effect his object, 
he remained widi them during the night ; and, having 
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passed it with great jollity, sA out ia the morning for CHAP, 
camp, tfid his new recruits for hom^ ^ On arriving at 



head .quarters, he ascribed his failiire to the practices ^ ^ 
ef certain officers, whom he named, and i^dio, he said, 
had stirred up a ^irit of mutiny and desertion among 
the men, to such a degree, that aU his efforts to reclaim 
them had proved unavailing. Jackson, who could not 
view this incidoit with the same indifference that 
Roberts had done, immediately issued an order, direct- 
mg him to proceed, forthwith, in pmrsuit of the desert* 
ers, and have them apprehended, and brought back. 
In the execution of this order, he was commanded to 
call to his aid any troops in the Uiuted States' service, 
within the county of Madison, or in the state of Ten- 
nessee, and to exert aU his power and authority, as a mi- 
fitary oflScer, within his dwn brigade ; and in the event he 
should not be able to collect a sufficient force to march 
diem safely to head quarters, to confine them in gaols, 
and make repent thereof, without delay. This order 
was accompanied with an assurance, that all who should 
return ^vriUingly to their duty, except those officers 
who had been rq)orted as the instigators, would be 
pardoned. Many of the men, and several of the offi- 
cers, who had been charged as encouraging the revolt, 
learning the nature of the proceedings that were about 
to be enforced against them, returned, of their own ac- 
cord, to camp ; and concurred in ascribing their late 
misconduct entirely to their generaL He was after- 
wards arrested, and upon this and other charges exhi- 
bited against him, sentenced, by a court mardal, to be 
cashiered. 



I- 
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CHAP. The day had anived,%hen that portion of Roberts' 
^brigade, which had continued in service, claimed to 



1814. ^ discharged ; and insisted, that whether this were 
given to them or not, they would abandon the cam^ 
pdgn, and return home. Jackson believed them not 
entitled to it, andhence, that he had no right to ^ve it; 
but as governor Blount had said differently, and hb 
opinion, as he had required, had been promulgated, 
he felt it was improper that he should attempt the ex- 
ercise of force to detain them. Nevertheless, believing 
it to be his duty to Iceep them, he issued a general or- 
der, commanding all persons, in the service of the 
United Stat^, under his command, not to leave the 
encampment, without Ms written 'permission, under 
the penalties annexed, by the rules and articles of war, 
to the crime of desertion. Thb was accompanied by 
an address, in which they were exhorted, by all those 
motives which he supposed would be most likely to 
have any influence, to rem^n at their posts, until they 
could be legally discharged. Neither the order nor 
the address availed any thing. On the morning of the 
4th of January, the officer of the day, major Bradley, 
reported, that, on visiting his guard, half after ten 
o'clock, he found neither the officer, lieutenant Kear- 
ley, nor any of the sentinels at their posts. Upon this 
Lieute- information, general Jackson ordered the arrest of 
ley, "Keafley, who refused to surrender his sword, alle^g 
it should protect him to Tennessee ; that he was a 
freeman, and not subject to the orders of general Jack- 
son, or any body else. This being iiiade known to 
the general, he issued, immediately, this order to the 
adjutant general : " You will forthwith cause the guards 
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to parade, vnAk capt^ Gordon's company of spies, CHAP, 
and arrest lieutenant Kearley ; and, in case you shall be, 



• •!••>:'« I 



MX 



., in the execution of this order, you are com- 
manded to oppose force to force, and arrest him, at all 
hazards. Spare the efliision of blood, if possible ; but 
mutiny must, and shall be put down." Colonel Sitkr, 
with the guards and Gordon's company, immediately 
proceeded in search, and found him at the head of his 
company, on the lines, wMch were all fcxmed, and 
about to march off. He was ordered to halt, but re- 
fused. The adjutant general, finding it necessary, di- 
rected the guards to stop him ; and again demanded 
bis swordy which he again refused to deliver. The 
guards were command^ to fire on him, if he did not 
immediately deliver it, and had already cocked their 
guns. At this order, the lieutenant cocked his, and 
his men followed his example. General Jackson, in- 
formed of what was passing, had hastened to the scene, 
and arriving at thb moment, personally demanded of 
Keariey his sword, which he sdll obstinately refused to 
deliver. Incensed at the outrage, and viewing the 
example as too dangerous to pass, he snatched a pistol 
from his holster, and was already levelling it at the 
breast of Keariey, when colonel Sitler, interposing be- 
tween them, urged him to surrender his sword. At this 
moment. Dr. Taylor, the firiend of the lieutenant, drew 
it fi-om the scabbard, and handed it to the adjutant gene- 
ral, who refused to receive it. It was then returned to 
Keariey, who now delivered it, and was placed under 
guard. During this crisis, both parties remained with 
dieir arms ready, and prepared for firing ; and a scene 
of bloodshed was narrowly escaped. 
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CHAP. Keaiiey bebg confined, and placed itndflr jgoasi^ 
wffoa became exceedingly penitent, and earnestly siip- 



^gj^ plkated tbe general for a pardon. He stated, tbat dw 
absence of the guards and sentinels fix)m thdr pofit, iras 
owing to the recommendation and advice of tibe bri- 
gadenuyor, Myers; that his not delivering hb swocd^ 
when it was first demanded, was owing to the influ* 
cnce and arguments of others, who persuaded him it 
was not his duty ; that he had afterwards come to die 
detemunataon to surrender himself, but was dissuaded 
by captains Metcalf uid Dool^, who assured him It 
would be a sacrifice of character, and that they would 
protect him, in the hour of danger ; why he still re- 
sisted, in the presence of the general, was, that bong 
then at the head of his company, and having under*- 
taken to cany them home, he was restrsdned, at the 
moment, by a false idea of honour. This application 
was aided by the certificate of several of the most re*' 
spectable officers, then in camp, attesting hb uniformly 
good behaviour heretofore^ and expressing a beUet thai 
his late misconduct was wholly to be attributed to the 
interference of others. Influenced by these reasons, but 
particularly by the seductions which he believed had 
been practised upon him, by older and mwe experi- 
enced officers in. hb re^ment, the general thought 
proper to order his liberation firom arrest, and his sword 
to be restored to him. Never was a man more sensir 
Ue of tlK fiivour he had received, or more devoted tt 
his benefiu:tor, than he afterwards became. 

While these proceedings were taking place, the rest 
of the brigade, except captain Willis's company, and 
twenty-nine of his men, contintted their march towards 
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hemity leaving bdund, finr the further prosecutiori of CHAP, 
tjbe campaign, and the defence of Fort Strother, colo- 
nel Liffiaid's regnnent of militia, whose term of ser- 
vice was wifhin a few weeks of expiring ; two small 
cttnpanies of spies, and one of artillery. As LUiiard's 
yegiment had often i»x)fessed a de^re to be led against 
the enemjr, before they quitted the service, ladcson 
flatteied himself with the hope, that they would, for 
this purpose, willingly remain in the field, a few days 
b^ond the period of their engagements. On the next 
day, thesefixre, he caused the following address to be 
read to dmt raiment. 

^^Majtrgeneral Cocke having reported that your term 
of service will expire on the 14th, I assume no claim lo'the 
an you beyond that period. But, although I cannot neisee 
-denmnd as a right, the continuance of your services, I ^"^op*- 
4o not despair of being able to obtain them through 
your patriotism. For what purpose was it that you 
quitted yoqr homes, and penetrated the heart of the 
enemy's country? Was it to avenge the blood of your 
feUow citisens, iidiumanly slain by that enemy ; — to 
give security iii future to our extended and unprotect* 
ed fiontier, and to sognalize the valour by which you 
were animated? Will any of these objects be attained 
if you abandon, the caunpaign at the time you con- 
template? Not one! Yet an opportunity shall be af- 
forded you, if you desire it. If you have been really 
actuated by the fedings, and governed by the Motives,' 
which, your commanding general supposes, influenced 
you to take up aims, and enter the fidd in defence of 
your rifj^itBy none of you will resist the appeal he now 
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CHAP, makes, or hesitate to embrace m4th eagerness, the of"- 
^portunity he is about to afford you* 



jg^4 *^ The enemy, more than half conquered, but d^rhr^ 
ing encouragement and hope from the tardBneas df our 
operations, and the <£stTactions which have unhapjMStf' 
prievail'ed in our camp, are again assembling below us; 
Another lessbn of admonition must be furnished them^ 
They must again be made to feel Ae weight of lixak 
power, which they have, without cause, iMX)voked to 
war ; and .to know, that although we have been dow 
to take up arms, we will never again lay them from 
our hands, until we have secured the objects that' im- 
{>elled us to the resort. In less than eight ddf's I shall 
leave this encampment, to meet and Ught them, Wffl 
any of you accompany me? Are there any amoligA 
you, who, at a moment like diis, will not tlnnk it ask 
outmge upon honow, for her feelings to be tested by 
a computation of time ? What if the period for which 
you tendered your services to your country has expir- 
ed, — ^is that a considemtSon with the vsQiant, the patri«* 
otic, and the brave, who have appeared to redresift the 
injured rights of that country, and to acquire fior &em* 
selves a name of gloiy ? Is it a consideration widi tliem, 
when those objects are still unattainedy and an oppor^ 
tunity of acquiring them is so near al hand ? Did sucK 
men enter the field like hirelkigs, — ^to serve for p^ 
alone? Does all regard for their cowntry, their femi** 
fies, and themselves, expk^ with the time, for whiek 
their services were engaged ? Will it be a sufficient 
gratification to their feelings, that they served out three 
months, without seeing the enemy, and tiien abandon** 
ed the campaign, when the enemy was in the neigh- 
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lM>vditoodt wd could be seen and coaqpmtd m ten CHAP, 
dajrs? Any retrospect they can make, of the sacrifices, 



tbey have aicountered, and the privations they have ^^^^ 
enquired, can afford but litde satis&ction under such 
ckcumstances ;-^e very mmtion of the Creek war, 
nuist cover them with the blushes of shame, and self- 
abfisement. Having engaged for only three months, 
and that period having expired, you are not bound to 
serve any longer c-^-^wt are you bound by nothing 
ebe ? Surely^ as honourable and hi^^minded men, 
you moat, at such a moment as the present, feel other 
obligatioiis than the law imposes. A fear of the punish- 
ment <^the law> did not Ixing you into camp ; — tha^ 
its demands are satisfied, will not take you fi*om it. 
You bad hig^ber objects in view, — some greater good 
to attain. This, your general believes, — nor can he 
bfitUeve otherwise, without doing you great injustice. 
^^ Your services are not asked for longer than twen- 
ty days; and who will hesitate making such a saoi- 
ficcy iwben the good of hb country, and his own &me 
are at stake? Who, under the present aspect of a&irs, 
wUl even reckon it a sacrifice? When we set out to 
meet the enemy, thb post must be retained and de- 
fended ; if any of you will remain, and render this ser- 
fice, it will be no less important, than if you had march- 
ed to the battle ; nor will your general less thankfully 
acluxHvledge it. Tuesday next, the line of march will 
be taken up : and in a few days thereafter, the objects 
at the excursion will be effected. As patriotic men, 
then, I ask you for your services ; and, thus lon^, I 
have no doubt you ^rill cheerfully render them. I am 
well aware, that you are all anxious to return to your 
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CRAP. StmiHes and homes, and tliat you are enfitkdto do so ; 
yet stay a Utde longer, — go with me, and meet the 



.g_ enemy, and you can then return, not only witfi the 
consciousness of having performed your duty, but widi 
the ^orious exuhation, of having done even more thaoi 
duty required." 

What was hoped for, from diis address, did not re- 
sult. Difficulties were constantly pressing ; and whHst 
one moment gave birth to expectation, the next served 
but to destroy it. Jackson had been already advised, 
that adequate numbers would diordy come to his re- 
lief ; and until this could be accomplished, it was de*- 
sirable to retain those akeady with him; to give to his 
posts greater protection. Whilst measures vr&rc adopt- 
ing in Tennessee, to effect dvis fully, about a thousand 
volunteers were moving out, to preserve an appeaf^oice 
of opposition, and keep secure what had been already 
gained. With this fofce, added to what he akeady 
had, if in his power to keep them, he believed he would 
be able to advance gn the enemy, make a diversion in 
&vour of the Geot^ia army, and t>btain other import- 
ant advantages. With this view, he had addressed this 
regiment, and brought before them siich considera- 
tions, as might be supposed calculated to excite a sol- 
dier's ardour. But, in answer to his address, colond 
Lilliard replied, that having called upon the stverdi 
captains in his regiment, to make a statement of those 
in their respective companies, who were wiHing to re* 
main beyond the period of tlieir eng^ement,. it ap^- 
peared that none would Consent to do so, except cap^i 
tain HamSton and three of his menv 
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As nodung^ but an uimecesKffy ccmsumplkn of sap- CHAR 
plies was now to be expected fipom detaining "^ — ^^ 



£ew days that yet remained of their term, orders were 
given colonel Lilliard, to niake the proper anange- 
ments fir taking up the line of march to Fort Arm- 
strong, on the 10tfi;» whence he was directed to jwo- ?^n^ 
ceed to Knoxville, and receive the orders of general ■** ^"»i* 

^ return 

Cocke for tbeir dischpige. Psffticular instructions bome. 
were given, to have the strictest police obsearved in hb 
camp, and the utmost order pre^ierved on his march, 
that no dqpiceda^ns might be committed on the per- 
sons or propertjr of the Indians, through whose country 
he was to pass ; or on the citizens of Tennessee* 

Meantime, the volunteers, lately raised, had ar- 
rived at Huntsville, where they were directed to re- 
main, unlil sufficient suppUes could be had at head 
quarters. Could th^ have proceeded direcdy on, 
they would have reached the general sufficiently early 
to have enabled lum to proceed against the enemy, 
befiire the period at wtuch Lilliard's regiment would 
have been entitled to a discharge. His exertions, to have 
in readiness, the arrangements necessaxy to the accom- 
plishment c^ diis end, had been inde&tigable. Gene- 
ral Cocke had been directed to give instructions to his 
quarter master, to forward to Fort Strother the provi- 
aons thsGt should arnve at F<xt Armstrong ; to proceed 
thence to Ross', and make proper arrangements for the 
qpeedy transportaticHi, from that place to Deposit, o£ 
aU the bread stuff, which the contractor had been re- 
quired to lay in at that depot ; and to have procured 
md sent from East Tennessee, a competent supply of 
that article, as well for the troops then in the field, as 
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CHAP«£ar (tme. lie M beea ordered to raiie. l%e ntore 
'^' QOtainly to eSbct this object, he had» on the SXHfa of 



jg^^ December, despatched hb own quarter master, m^ 
adjutant geaeral, to Dqxjsit and HuntsviUe, to push <m 
what should be collected, and OQ hand, at tibese places ; 
and had, at the same time, despatched one of the sub- 
conteactors from camp, with dbections to examine the 
shuatioa of the different dqxrts; and, if found msuffi** 
cient to meet the requisiti<«i he had made, to proceed 
imniediateljr to the settlements m Temiiessee, and lay 
in the necessaiy supplies. To the contmctors Ifacm* 
sdves, he had addr^sed cnders and exhortations abnort 
without number ; and, indeed, from every source, and 
through every chamiel that the hope of relief could b^ 
discerned, had he directed his exertions to obtain it. 
Having thus strained every nerve, and unceasingly 
directed all his efforts towards the accomplishment of 
this object, he had, for a while, flattered himsdf with 
the hope that these multiplied endeavours would enable 
him to bring on his new troops in time for that com«r 
bined movement with the Es^ , Tennessee miUtaa, 
which he so much desired. So important did he 
conuder this measure, that he was willing to subject 
himself to c<xisiderable hazard, rather than not effect 
it. To colonel Carroll he wrote, on learning that he 
was on hb way, with the newly raised troc^, ** I am 
happy to hear of your success, in procurii^ volunteers. 
I shall receive, with open arms, those who, in thishow 
of need, so gallantly come forth, to uphold the sinking 
reputation of their state. I am more anxious than ever 
to re-commence operations, and bdeed they have be^ 
come more necessary than ever ; yet I cannot move 
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widiout suppfies* As tihis wH meel you near where CHAP. 
Ae contractors aire, yoo will be better^dbie to ascertain ^^.^^ 
than I can inferm you, when that happy moment will |g|^ 
arrive ; and I pray yoa, use your best exertions to 
have it brought about, with the least possible deh^. 
Until supplies, and te means of transpartalmi can be 
{iamished, to justify mother movement from this place, 
it wis be better that you remain where your horses can 
be fed. I say tins, upon the suppostioii that this w91 
shortly be done ; but were it certain that the same 
causes of delay, wluch have so long retarded our ope- 
rations, were still to continue, I would, at every risk, 
and under every responsibility, take up the march, so 
soon as the troops, now with you, could arrive. For 
such a measure, I shoukl seek my justification in the 
imperjousness of the circumslances by which I am 
surrounded ; and rely for success upon heaven, and the 
enterprise of my followers. 

^< Partial supplies have arrived, for my use, at Fort 
Armstrong, which will be ordered on to-morrow. 
Tlus, with the scanty stock on hand, will at least keep 
us from starving a few weeks, until we can quarter 
upon the enemy, or gain assistance fit>m die country 
below. General Claiborne, who is encamped eight)^- 
five miles above Fort Stoddart, writes me, that ar- 
rangements are made, to send suppUes up the Alaba- 
ma, to the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa. 
Upon such resources will T depend, sooner than wait 
until my army wastes away, or becomes, through in- 
action, unfit for service.'^ 

The hopes, however, which had been cheri^ied, of 
combined operations, \iith all the forces at that time 
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CHAP, under hb control, he nvas compelled, by fbe late events 
^in his camp, to reUnquish ; but sdtliough these were 



lg^^ highly discouraging, th^ were &r from induckig him 
to de^ond. He was strongly persuaded of the ne^ 
cessity of proceedmg ; and determined, that as soon aa 
.it were possible, he would {m)6ecute the campi^nf 
with the feeble force he had at lus command, deferring 
the period for more active operations, undl the expect- 
ed reinforcements, collecting in Tennessee, could be 
brought into the fidd.^ 



* These troopg were calculated but for a single adventure, 
and no more. Colonel Carroll was unable to procure volun^ 
teers for six months, or during the campaign, as had been re- 
quired by the order under which he acted. He had consider- 
ed it so essential to have troops of s6me description engaged, 
that, rather than not obtain them at all, he had accepted them 
for sixty days, and taken them as mounted men, instead of 
infantry, which were not to be procured. This latter circum- 
stance requiring a large quantity of supplies, occasioned them 
to be kept back much longer than would have been necessarjt 
had they been troops of a different description. As there was 
no law, either of the state or general goTemment, for a period 
so limited, which seemed too short to promise any very bene* 
ficial effects, the general was in doubt, whether or not to re* 
eeive them; but, believing he might make a partial excursion, 
and thereby produce a diversion, favourable to the Georgia 
troops, who, relying on his co-operation, might be perhaps 
greatly endangered ; and considering that their rejectioa 
might tend to the injury of the campaign, he finally concluded 
to accept them. Previously to doing so, he stated his objec- 
tions, and the difficulties he felt ; and endeavoured to prevail 
on them to enlarge their term of service : to this they would 
not agree ; when, rather than lose tiiem entirely, he consented 
to receive them* 
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Qn th^ j^i&CQnd of January, colonel Camdl and Mr. CHA^. 

Blackburn^ having proceeded from Huntsville, anived^^.^^^ 
^ liead quarters, to receive instructions, s^ to the man- ^g^^ 
ner in wbicli the volunteers should be organized ; and 
to learn the time when they would be required to be 
jtirought up. Having rqxirted their strength to b^ 
£4ght hundred and fifiy, ihcy were directed to have Additko. 
^them formed, as had been desired, into two regiments, Hj^ve^ 
under officers of their own choice ; and an order was 
{mt into their hands, for general Co£fee, who was thexi 
jat HuntsviUe, requiring him to march them to Fort 
Strother, by the 10th instant. That officer, whose 
feelings had been sufficiently harrowed by the late con- 
duct and defection of his brigade, learning that those 
troops were unwilling he should have the command of 
them, had expressed a wish to general Jackson, that it 
might not be assigned him ; in consequence of which, 
and their own request^ the latter had determined, after 
their arrival at his camp, that there should be no in« 
termediatc commander over them, between their colo« 
nels and himself. With this proposed arrangement, 
and the nature and extent of the order borne to ge- 
;ieral Coffee,. colonel Carroll and Mr. Blackburn were 
instructed to make the troops acquainted ; and were 
particularly requested to use their best endeavours, to 
remove any erroneous impressions that might have 
been made upon their minds, by those who had so late- 
J^ abandoned their duty, and who had laboured to instil 
in others thdbr own prejudices and passions. They 
were cliarged, too, with the communication of a flat- 
tering address from the general, who considered it of 
file utmost importance, to guard, by all the means in 
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CHAP, his power, against the contamination of a corps, upon 
^^„.^^ which his only hopes at present rested. 

General Coffee, having received the instructiobs 
which general Jackson had sent him, immediately gave 
orders to colonels Perkins and Higgins, who had been 
chosen to the command of the two regiments, to march 
them directly f(lr head quarters ; explaining, in his or- 
der, the reasons that had induced him to issue it* To 
his entire astonishment, both thescofficers refused to 
obey it ; alleging, in a written statement they made, 
that general Coffee had no command over them, and 
that diey would disregard any he might attempt to ex- 
ercise. Colonel Perkins, on its being shown him, by 
the brigade inspector, even went so &r as to refuse to 
' return it, or permit his taking a copy ; thereby placii^ 
' it out of his power, to make it known to the rest of 
the brigade. 

Unwilling as Coffee was,* to create any additional 
perplexities to the commanding general, or occa^on 
new disturbances, at such a crisis ; nevertheless, influ- 
enced by a regard for his own reputation, which he 
believed to be wantonly and wickedly assailed, by this 
contumacious refusal to obey an order which the oc- 
casion and his instructions required him to issue, he 
felt himself constrained to demand the arrest of those 
officers. 

This application, with charges and specifications of 
so serious a nature, against his officers highest in com- 
mand, placed Jackson in a very delicate situation. To 
commence the exercise of authority Over troops wholly 
unacquainted with service, by the arrest of those in 
whom they had reposed such distinguished confidence, 
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mi^ be attended with consequences fatal to his CHAP, 
views, and the success of the contemplated expedi- y^^v^w 
tion. On the other hand, he was fully sensible of the »• g. . 
injuiy that had been done the feelings of an officer, 
acting under the authority of his instructions, and how 
much justice required them to be repaired : nor was 
he less sensible of the feeble reliance that could be 
reposed on men, who seemed to make a merit of dis- 
obedience and insubordination, especially if, from in- 
dulgence, they should derive encouragement to licen- 
tiousness. But however his mind might oscillate be- 
tween the evil consequences of eitlier alternative, he 
knew that the course pointed out by duty was a plain 
one, should Coffee persist in his demand. 

Notwithstanding the strong injunctions and weighty 
considerations that had been urged, to produce an 
expeditious movement, it was not until the 13th, 
that Perkins and Higgins reached head quarters, 
with their re^ments. Finding, on their airival, that 
they were likely to be noticed, on charges which their 
better-informed friends advised them would not only 
dqsrive them of command, but involve them in dis- 
grace, Hig^ns immediately came forward, and made 
an honourable and satisfactory concession. Colonel 
Perkins remained rather more obstinate ; but after ba- 
lancing, for several days, between pride and prudence, 
he at length yielded, though with a bad gi^ace, and of- 
fered general CoflFee an apology, in which he pleaded 
ignorance of military duty, as an excuse for his mis- 
conduct. That the service, at a crisis so important, 
might not be injured by any private feuds, the charges 
were withdrawn. 



1814* 



IM tlPE OF GliN. JACKSON. 

CHAP. Every prparation was now made, to hasteh in lic- 
* ^complisuhment of the objects in view* The whole 
effective force consisted, at this time, by Ihe rqpbtt^ 
of little more than nine hundred men, and was, iit 
reality, below that number. 

Being addressed by the general, on the occas&oh ; oil 
the 15th, the mounted troops commenced their march,, 
and moved to Wehogee creek, three miles JBnom the 
fort. Jackson, with his stafi^ and the artillery com- 
pany, joined them next morning, at that place, arii 
continued the line of march to Tallad^;a, where aboui 
two hundred friendly Indians, Cherokees and Creeks, 
badly armed, and much discouraged at the weakness 
of his force, were added to lus numbers, without in* 
creasing much his strength. Seldom, perhaps, has 
there been an expedition undertaken, fraught with 
greater peril than this. A thousand men, entirely un- 
acquainted with the duties of the fidd, were to be 
marched into the heart of an enemy's country, without 
a single hope of escape, but fit^m victory, aiid that 
victOTy not to be expected, but from the wisest pre- 
caution, and most determined braveryl Although so 
pr^nant with danger, to march was the only alterna- 
tive that could be prudently adopted. No odier could 
afford a diversion &vourable to general Floyd, wKo 
was advancing with the army fit>m Geoipa, xxr give 
£ivourable results ito the campaign, widiout which it 
must soon have been abandoned, for want of men to 
prosecute it. Another reason rendered such a move- 
ment proper, and indispensable. The officer coih- 
mandUng at Fort Armstrong had received intelligence, 
on wMdi was placed the utmost reliance, d)at the w^« 



UfH Ot^ 6EN. MCftdON; iu 

riors, fiom fiiurieeih or fiffeen to wns ohlihe TaHjapoosa^ CRAF. 
ware about to unite their forces^ md attadc that piae^t^^* 
which, for the want of a sufficieht ganisoti, was m a 
weak and defenceless situation. Of this, general Jack- 
son had been advised. The present movement, above 
sdl others, was best calculated tb prevent dte execution 
<rf such a purpose, if it were In truth intended. On Expedi. 
reaching TaHadega, he received if letter from the^^^.^j^ 
commandant at Fort Armstrong, confirmatdiy of the ^ ^' 
trst infonnadon that had been obtained, and viiiiefa left 
it no longer a matt^ of doubt, bnt an attack would 
be waged against that depot One dso firom generd 
ftnckney, by express, arrived, advising him that Floyd$ 
on the 10th instant, would move from Coweta, and itt 
ten days diereafter, establish a position at Tuckabat*^ 
ehee ; and recoftimended, if his force would aUow hfat^ 
to do no more, that he should advance against such of 
tfie enemy's towns, as might be within convenient dis- 
tance ; that, by having his troops employed, he might 
keep disaffection from his ranks, and be, at die saitie 
lime, serviceably engaged in harasmig the enemy. If^ 
therefore, he cotild have hesdtated before, there was notv 
no longer any room to do so. By an expecfitious 
'movement, he might save Fort Armstrong, and rend^ 
an essential service to general Floyd, by detaching a 
part of the cbns destined to proceed against him. Hie 
fcH'ce wliich might act agsdnst either, was understood 
to be dien collected in a bend of die TaBapoosa, nealr 
die mouth ot a creek called Emuck&w, and diidier he 
determined, by the nearest route, to direct his course. 
As he progressed on the march, a want of the ne- 
cessary knowledge in Ins pilots, of sidbordination in his 



126 LVB or GEN. JACKSON. 



CHAP.troops, and skill in the officeiB who cominandf<jl tfaem» 
* becanie moi^ and more appaient ; but still thek iQxloi^ 



to meet the enemy was not abated. Tnx^ unae* 
quainted widi service are oftentimes more sanguine 
than veterans. The imagination too fiequeatly per* 
trayiog battles in the light of a fixilic, keeps danger 
concealed, until, suddenly qpiinipbg into view, it seems 
a monster too hideous to be withstood* 

On the evening of the 21st, sensible, from the trails 
he had fallen in upon, fresh, and converging to a point, 
ttu^ he was in the neighbourhood of the enemy, Jack? 
son encamped his little army in a hollow square, on an 
eligible site, upon the eminences of Emuck&w, sent 
out lu9 spies, posted lus piquets, doubled his senti- 
nels, and m^de tlie neqessary arrangements to guard 
s^nst attack. About midnight, the spies came in, 
and reported they had discovered a large encamp- 
ment of Indians, at about three miles distance, who, 
from their whooping and dancing, were no doubt apr 
prized of his arrival. Every thing was ready for their 
recepticm, if they meditated an attack, or to pursue m 
the morning, if they did not At the dawn of day, the 
sdarm guns of our sentinels, succeeded by shrieks and 
Battk of savage ydls, announced tiieir presence. They com- 
Emuck&wmenced a fiirious assault on the left flank, commanded 

Jan. 23* 

by colonel Hig^ns, which was met and opposed with 
•great firmness. General Coffee, and colonels Carrdl 
and Sitier, instandy repaired to the point of attack, 
and, by example and exhortation, encouraged the men 
to a performance of their duty. The action raged for 
half an hour ; the brunt of which being ag^^nst the left 
wing, it had become considerably weakened. It being 
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tiow sufficiently light to aacertain, correcdy, the po^- CHAP, 
tion of the enemy, and obtain ^erril's conapany ^v-^^^^^.^ 
log come up, and reinforced the left wing, the whole 
clnrged, under general CoSee, and a rout immediately 
ensued. The friendly Indians joining in die pursuit, 
diey were chased about two miles, with considerable 
loss. We had five killed, and twen^ wounded. Until 
it became li^t enough to discern objects, our troops 
derived considerable advantage firom their camp fires ; 
these bang placed at some distance without the en- 
campment, afforded a decided superiority in a night 
attack, by enabling those within to fire, with great ac- 
curacy, on an approaching enemy, whilst they them- 
selves remained invisible, in the dark. 

The pursuit being over, Jackson detached general 
Cofiee, with the Indians, and four hundred men, to 
destroy the enemy's encampment, unless he should 
find it too strongly fortified ; in which event, he was to 
give information immediately, and wait the arrival of 
tile artiillery. Coffee, having reconnoitred this position, 
' and found it too strong to be assailed with the force 
he commanded, returned to camp. The wisdom of 
• this determination was soon perceived. He had not re- 
turned more than half an hour, when a severe fire was 
made upon die piquets, posted on the right, accom* 
panied with prodigious yelling. General Coffee, hav- 
ing obtained permission, proceeded to turn the left 
flank of the assailants. This detachment being taken 
fipom (tifferent corps,, he placed himself at their head, 
and moved briskly forward. Those in the rear, avail- 
ing themselves of this circumstance, continued to drop 
off, one by one, without his knowle<^,.until the whole 
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,l/^4bitunate, that tjbe force of the enemy he had first till 
^^ attack, was not greater. He found them occupyipga 
ridge <^ <^n pine timber, 9overed with low under- 
wood, which afforded fhem many opportunides for con- 
cealment. To dquive them of this advantage^ which 
th^ are very dexterous in taking, Cpffee ordered Iqs 
men to dismount and charge them. This order was 
prompdy clbcy^ and some loss sustained in its exe- 
cvition ; the general himself was wounded through the 
body, and his aid, major Donelson, killed, by a b^ 
through the head ;-r-three of his men also fell. The 
enemy, driven back by the chai^ge, to(^ refuge qd the 
margin of a creek, covered with reeds, where thgr lay 
concealed. 

The savages havirg intended the attack on the ri|^t 
Second ^ ^ feint, now, with their main force, which had been 
Emuck/ ^^oacealtd^ made a violent onset on our left line, which 
faw. they hoped to find weakened, and in disorder. Gene- 
ral Jackson, however, who had apprehended thdur de^ 
sign, was prepared to meet it : this line had been or* 
dered to remain firm in its portion ; and when the first 
gun was heard in that quarter, he had repaired thither 
in person, and strengthened it by additional forces. 
The first advance of the enemy, though sudden and 
violent, was sustiuned with finnness, and opposed with 
great gallantry. The batde was now maintained by 
the assailants, by qmck md irr^^lar firing, fix>m be- 
hind logs, trees, shrubbery, and whatever could afford 
concealment: behind these, prostrating themselves 
£^er firing, and, re-loai^ng, they would rise and 
ag^ dischfoge their guns. A^er sustuning their fire 
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In thi^ way for some time, a charge, to dislodge them CH AP, 
from their position, was ordered : and the whole lii^€^.^.^,rL-f 
under colonel Carroll, by a most brilliant and steady .«- . 
movement, bi'oke in upon them j threw them into con- 
fiision, and they fled precipitately away. The pursuit 
commenced^ and they were overtaken and destroyed 
in considerable numbers : their loss was great, but not 
<5ertainly known. 

In the mean time, general Coffee had been endea- 
vouringj as &r as prudence would permit him to make 
the attempt, to drive the savages on the right from the 
fastnesses into which they h^d retired; but finding 
that this could not be done, without much hazard, and 
considerable loss^ he began to I'etire, towards the place 
where he had first dismounted^ TMs expedient, de- 
signed for stratagem, produced the desired end. The 
enemy, presuming it a retreat, and to have been adopt- 
ed in consequence of the severe firing they had heard 
on the left wing, now forsook their hi^g places, and 
rapidly advanced upon hin^. That oflScer immediate- 
ly availed himself of the opportunity thus afibrded, of 
contending with them again oh equal terms : and a 
severe conflict commenced, and continued about an ^ 
hour, in which the loss on both sides was nearly equal. 
At this critical juncture, when several of the de- 
tachment had been killed, many wounded, and th^ 
whole greatiy exhausted witii fatigue; the disper- 
sion of the enemy being effected on the left, a rein- 
forcement was despatched by general Jackson, which, 
making its appearance on the enemy's left flank, put an 
end to the contest. General Coffee, although severely 
wounded, still continued the fight, and availing himself 
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CHAP, of the arrival of this addidoDal strei^^tb, instantly or- 
^^' dered a charge; when the enemy, tcxeaeemg their 
doom, fled in consternation, and were pursued with 
dreadful slau^ter. It is believed that at this place 
none escaped. Thus diew to a dose, a day of almost 
continual fighting.^ 

Having broug^ inand buried the dead, and dress- 
ed the wounded, preparations were made, to guard 
against an attack by n^t, should one be attempted, 
by ofxlering a breast-work of timber around the ea- 
campmoit ; a measure the more necessary, as the s^ 
rits of our troops, most of whom had never before seen 
an enemy, were observed visibly to flag, towards the 
evening. Indeed, during tiie night, it was with tiie 
utmost difficulty die sentinels could be kq^ at diek 
posts, who, expecting, every minute, the appearance 
of the enemy, would, at the least noise, &e and run 
in. The enemy, however, whose spies were around 
our encampment all night, did not think proper to at- 
tack us in thb position. The next day, general Jack- 
son, having efiected, as he believed, so fitr as he could, 
the main objects of the expedition, a diver^on in fit- 



* The Indians had designed their plan of operations weU^ 
though the execution did not succeed. It was intended to 
bring on the attack at three different points, at the same time; 
.twt a party of the Chealegrans, one of tiie tribes wbich compose 
the Creek confederacy* who had been ordered to assail the 
right extremity of our front line, instead of doing so, thought 
it more prudent to proceed to their villages, happy to have 
passed, undiscovered, the point they had been ordered to at- 
tack. But for thiSf the contest might have terminated less 
advantageously. ^ 
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vour of general Floyd, who was, at this juncture, sup* CHAP, 
posed to be carrying on his operations, lower down on, 



the Tallapoosa, and the reUef of Fort Armstrong, be- ^^^^ 
gan to think of returning to the Ten Islands. Many 
reasons omcurred to render such a measure proper, 
and indeed indispensable. Not having set out pre- 
pared to make a permanent establishment, his provi- 
sions were growing extremely scarce ; and the country 
itself afforded no means of subsistence, either for his 
men or thek* horses. His wounded, many of whom 
were exceedingly dangerous, required to be speedily 
taken care of; whilst the present temper of his soktiay 
precluded all hope that he should be able to effect any 
tiling further, of great consequence. Besides, if the 
object were still further to cripple the enemy, this 
would be more certainly attainoi, by commencing a 
return, \diich, having the appearance of retreat, would 
probably induce a pursuit, than by attacking them in 
tiidr strraig holds; in which event, too, the diversion 
contemplated would be the more complete, by drawing 
them in a diffianent direction. Determined by these 
con»dexations, Jackson cvdered litters to be formed, for 
the transportation of the sick and wounded, and the 
other preparations to be made, for a return march. 
Every thing bemg ready, it was commenced at ten 
o'ckx^L next morning, and continued without interrup- 
tion, until nearly nigfat; when the army was encamped 
a quarter of a mile on the south side of Enotichopco 
creek, in the ^Urection to the f(»d, at wluch it had been 
passed, in proceeding out. 

As it was pret^ evident that the enemy had been in 
pursuit during the day, a breast-work was thrown up. 
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CHAP, with tfae utmost expedition, and eveiy arrangemetit 
^made to repel llieir attempts, should they meditate an 
attack, during the course of the night, or on the suc"> 
ceeding mornings The night having been permitted 
to wear away witjbout.any disturbance, and without 
any appearance of an enemy, the general was led to 
conjecture th^t an ambuscade had been prepared, 
and that m attack would be made on him, whilst 
prossing the creek m his front ; which, being deep, and 
the banks rugged, and thickly covered with reeds, af* 
forded many advantages for such a design. Near the 
crossing place, was a deep ravine, formed by the pro- 
jection of two hills, overgrown with thick shrubbery 
and brown sedge, which avoided every convenience 
for conceal]|ie|]t, wluls^ it entirely prevented pursuit. 
Along this route, the army, in going out, had passed; 
through it, as migl^t haye been e^s^pected, it would again 
return ; and hiere, jit was believed, sm ambuscade would 
be formed, if any were intended. Acting under these 
impressions, and to guard against them, Jackson deter- 
mined to take a different route. He secretly despatch- 
ed, eaiiy i^e^jt momii^, a few pioneers, to ascertaiii 
and 4^signate ^notjier crpssing place below. A suit- 
able one was soon discovered, at about six hundred 
yards distance from the old one ; and thither the gene- 
f:al now led Ms army ; having formed Ms columns, and 
the front and rest guards, previously to commencing 
the maft^. 

A handsome Aope of open woodland led down to 
the new ford, where, except immediately on the mar- 
pn of the creek, wMch was covered with a few reeds, 
there was nothing to ob^kuct the view. The fixn^t' 
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gaaid«9 and part of the CQlumns, had passed ;— ^e CHAP, 
wounded were also over, and the artilleiy just entering '^' 
the creek, when an alann gun was heard in the rear. 
The Indians, finding the route had been changed, 
quitted the defile where th^ expected to commence 
the assault, and advanced upon a company, under the ^|^^\^ ^ 
command of captain RusseU, which marched in the chopco. 
rear. Though assailed by greatly superior numbers, 
it returned the fire, and gradually retired, until it reach- 
ed the rear guard, who, according to express instruct 
dons given, were, in the event of an attack, to fiice 
about, and act as the advance ; wh^st the right and left 
columns should be turned on their pivots, so as com- 
pletely to loop the enemy, and render his destruction 
sure. Theri^t column of the rear guard was com- 
manded by colonel Perkins, the left; by lieutenant co- 
fenel Stimip, and the centre column by colonel Carroll. 
Jackson was just passing the stream, when the firing 
and y^Uing commenced. Having instructed his aid 
to form a line fix the protection of die wounded, who 
were but a sh<xt distance in advance, and afiierwards tQ 
turn the left column, he himself proceeded to the right, 
for a similar purpose. What was his astonishment, 
when, calculating on certain victory, he beheld the 
right and left columns of the rear guard, after a feeble 
resistance, precipitately give way, bringing with them 
confusion and dlsipay, and objstpicting the passage, 
over wluch the princips)l strength of the army was to 
be re-crossed ! This shameful flight was well nigh be- 
ing attended with the most fatal consequences ; which 
were alone prevented by the determined bravery of a 
^. Nearly the whole of the centre colunm had fol- 
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CHAP, lowed the example of the other two, and preci^iaMd 
^^,,J^ themselves into the creek : not more than twenty had 
lgl^^ remained, to oppose the violence of the first assault* 
The artilleiy company, commanded by lieutenant 
Armstrong, and composed of young men of the first 
fiunifies, who had volunteered their services, at the 
commencement of the campsdgn, formed with tiieir 
muskets, before the piece of ordnance they had, and 
hastily dragged it Scorn the creek to an eminence, from 
which they could play j^^ tiidvantage. Here an ob* 
stinate conflict ensued; the ^veihi^' Endeavouring te> 
charge and take it, whilst tins conq>any formed with 
their muskets, and resolutdy defended it. These 
young men, the few who remained with ccdond Car- 
roll, and the gallant captain Quarles, who soon fdl at 
their head, with Russell's spies, not exceeding one 
hundred in the whole, maintained, with the utmost 
firmness, a contest, for many minutes, against a force 
five times greater than their own, and cli^cked the ad- 
vance of a foe, already greatly inspirited, icom the con- 
sternation his first shock had produced. Every man 
who there fought, seemed to prefer death to flight 
The brave lieutenant Armstrong fell, at the side of his 
piece, by a wound in the groin, and exclaimed, as he 
lay, '^ Some of you must perish ; but doa't lose the 
gun.'' By his side, fell, mortally wounded, his asso- 
ciate and fiiend. Bird Evans, and the gallairt captain 
Hamilton ; who, having been abandoned by his men, 
at ¥<xt Strother, with his two brothers and lus aged 
fiither, had attached himself to the artillery company, as 
a private, and, in that capacity, showed how deserv- 
ing he was to command, by the fidelity witii which he 
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dbeyed» In ibc mean time, general Jackscm and his CHAP, 
staff had been enabled, by great exertions, to restore 
sometiuog like older, out of confimon. The columns 
were agun formed, and put in motion ; and small de- 
tachments had been sent across the creek, to support 
the Utde band, that there maintained tiieir ground. 
The enemy, perceiving a strong force advancing, 
and being warmly assailed on tiieir left flank, by cap* 
tainGord<xi, at the head of his company of spies, who 
bad advanced from the front, and re-crossed the creek, 
in turn, were stricken with alarm, and fled away , leaving 
bduind tiieir blankets, and whatever was likdy to retard 
their flight. Detachments were ordered on tiie pursuit, 
who, in a chase of two miles, destroyed many, and 
wholly diqiersed them. 

In despite of the active exertions made by genend 
Jackson, to restore order, they were, for some time, 
unavailing, and the confusion continued. In addition 
to the assistance received from his staff*, who were 
every where encouraging, and seeking to arrest the 
flight of the colunms, he derived much fix>m the aid of 
general Coffee. That officer, in consequence of the 
wound he had received at £muck&w, had, the day 
before, been earned in a litter. From the apprehen- 
sions indulged, that an attack would probably be made 
upon them that morning, he had proceeded from the 
enoampment on horseback, and suded, during tiie ac- 
tion, witii his usual qalm and deliberate firmness. In- 
deed, all the officers of his brigade, who, having been 
abandoned by their men, had formed themselves into 
a coips, and followed the army without a command, 

t, now, the value of experience. This 
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CHAP, was not a moment for rules of fancied edquette^ The 
,veiy men who, a Httle time before, would have dis- 



lgl^ dained advice, and spumed an order from any but their 
own commanders, did not scruple now to be ("eclated 
by those, who seemed to be so much better qvmlifiedy 
for extricating them from their present danger. ^ The 
hospital surgeon, Dr. %elby, appeared in 'the fi^it, 
and rendered important mititary services. The a^u- 
tant general. Sitter, than whom none displayed greater 
finnness, hastened across the creek, in the early part of 
the action, to the artillery company, for which he fdf 
all the esprit de corps 9 having been once attached -to 
it ; and there remained, supporting them in their du- 
ties, and participating in their dangers. Captsdn Gor- 
don, too, contributed greatly to dispel the peril of the 
moment, by his active sally on the left flank of the sa- 
vages. Of the general Mmself, it is scarcely necessaiy 
to remark, that but for Mm, every thing must have gone 
to ruin. On him, all hopes were rested. In that moment 
of confusion, he ,was the rallying point, even for the spi- 
rits of the brave. Firm and energetic, and at the same 
time perfectly self-possessed, his example and his autho- 
rity alike contributed to arrest the flying, and give con- 
fidence to those who maintained their ground. Cowards 
forgot their panic, and fronted dat^er, wh^ thqr heard 
his voice, and beheld his manner ; and the brave would 
have formed round his body a rampart with their own. 
In the midst of showers of balls, of which he seemed 
unmindful, he was seen performing the duties of sub- 
ordinate officers, rallying the alarmed, halting them in 
their flight, forming his columns, and inspiriting them 
by his example. An army, suddenly dbmayed, was thus 
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icora die destruction that lately appeared ine- CHAP, 
yitable. Our total loss, in the several engagements,^^^^^^!. 
<in the 22d/and to-day, was only twenty killed, and .g.. 
^venty-five wounded, some of whom, however, after- 
wards died. That of the enemy cannot be accurately 
stated. The bodies of one hundred and eighty-nine 
of their warriors were found ; this, however, may be 
considered as greatly below the real number ; nor can 
their wounded be even conjectured. As liad been 
gi0ierally the case, the greatest slaughter was in the 
pursuit. Scattered through the heights and hollows, 
many of the wounded escaped, and many of the killed 
were not ascertained. It is certain, however, as was 
afterwards disclosed by prisoners, that considerably 
more than two hundred of those who went out to bat- 
tle, never retiHTied ; but those who got back, unwilling 
h should be known they were killed, endeavoured to 
have it believed, and so represented it, tliat they had 
proceeded on some distant expedition, and would be 
for some time absent. 

After this battle, in which had been anticipated cer- . 
tain success, the enemy no more thought of harassing 
•ur march. Having continued it, without interruption, 
over high, broken, and, for the most part, barren land, 
we encamped, on the night of the 26th, within three 
miles <^ FiHt Strotber. Thus terminated an expedition 
replete with peril, but attended with effects highly be- 
neficial. Fort Armstrong was relieved ; general Floyd 
enabled to gain a victory at Autossee, where, but for 
tMs movement, which had diverted much of the ene- 
my^s strength, he would most probably have met de- 
feat ; a considerable portion of the enemy *s best forces 

s 
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CHAP, had been destroyed; and an end pat to fhe hopes liiey 
^^.^^^had founded on our previous delays. Discontent had 

1814. ^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^'^ ranks; the troops had been bene- 
ficially employed ; and inactivity, the bane of every 
army, had been avoided. But perhaps the greatest 
good that resulted fix>m the expedition was the eflfect 
produced on the minds ci die people at home, from 
whom was to be cdlected a force sufficient to temu- •■ 
nate the war. Experience has often proved the &cttiQr 
with which numbers are brought to a victcxious stand- 
aid ; whUst the ranks of a defeated army are ever with 
(fifficulty^ fiUed. Any result, therefore^ that was calcu-, 
lated to bring an efficient force into the field, was hi^- 
ly important and beneficial. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The volunteers are discharged.— Execution of a soldier, and 
the effect produced.— -New troops arrive.*— Want of sup- 
plie8.-^43otidtict of getural Cocke^r-^eneral Jackson 
marches against the Indians.-— Battle of I'ohopeka.— Re- 
tarns to Fort WiUiams.*^Expedition to Iloithlewalee ; its 
failure, and the causes. — Formsa junction with tlie Georgia 
troops, and proceeds to the Hickory ground.— Indians sue 
for peace.^ — ^Weatherford^— Arrival of general Pinckney at 
head ^arter8.p-*Ten]iea8ee troops are ordered to be march- 
ed home, and dismissed. 



The troops having reached, in safety, the post whence CH AP. 
they had set out, and their tenn of service being with- ^^ 
in a short time of expiring, the goieral determined to 
discbarge them* The iofcnrmaticm from Tennessee, 
was, that there would soon be in the field a conader- 
able force, enlisted for a period sufficient to effect a 
terminadon of the Indian war. He was desirous of 
having every thing in readiness, by the time of their 
arrival, that they might be moved, without delay, into 
active senrice* Detaining his late volunteers, there- 
fore^ a short time, to complete boats, for the transpc«t- 
ation of his camp equipage and provisions dowt^ die voum. 
Coosa, he ordered them to be marched home, and to ^IsdmT 
be honourably dismissed. The fiirther service of his '^• 
artillery company was also dispensed with. His part- 
ing interview with them was interesting md affecting : 
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CHAP, they had rendered importaiit services, and adhered to 
^^^,^^^hiin, with great devotedness, in every vicis^tude^ and 
jg^^ through every di£Biculty he had encoimteredy firom the 
first commeacement of the campaign. Although, finc»ii 
the high sense ' entertained of didr bravery and fide- 
lity, he would have gladly retained them, yet he was 
too well convinced of the many sacrifices these young 
men had made, of the braveiy they had displayed, and 
the patience with which they had submitted to those 
moments of scarcity, that had raised up discontents 
and mutiny m his camp, not to feel a desire to gratify 
their wishes, and permit them, honourably, to retire . 
from a service, which they had already so materially 
benefited. 
A letter fitnn Jackson to governor Blount, hereto^ 
February, f^j.^ i^q^q^^ added to his own sense of the imports 

woe of the crisiis, had induced him to issue an order. 
The iniii- on the 3d, directing twenty-five hundred of the militia 
called out of the sccond division, to be detached, organized, and 
mon^tL^ equipped, in conformity to an act of congress, of the 
6th of April, 1812, Tb^se were to perform a tour of 
three months, to be computed &om the time of ren* 
d^zvous, which was appoint to be on the 28th in- 
stant. He had also required general Cocke to hmig 
into the field, under the requisilipn of the seciet^ry at 
war, th^ quota he had been instructed tq raise, at the. 
opening of the campaign. This officer, who had hi- 
theitp created so many obstacles, still appeared to de- 
sire nothing more ardently than a failure of the cam- 
. paign. Although many diffipulties were feigned, in 
the execution of th^ oider, he was enabled to muster 
into service about two thousand, from his division. 
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These, however, as weU as those called out from West CHAP. 
^Tennessee, were but indifferently armed. 

The thirty^molh regiment, under colond Williams, 
also recdved orders to pnoceed to J^dcson's head quar- 
ters, and act under his command, in the prosecution 
of thewar. It arrived on the 5th or Gthof the month, 
about six hundred strong. Most of the men were 
badly armed : but this evil was shortly afterwards re- 
medied. 

The quarter masters wd contractors were already 
actively engaged, and endeavouring to procure provi- 
sions, and the necessary transportations, fat the army. 
The feihires, in regard to former enteriHiaes, are to 
be asoibed to these two departments; to the con-of sup- 
atant endeavour of the contractcx^, to procure provi- ^ '"' 
sions sfH a reduced price, in order to enhance thdr 
profits, and to the Sears which &ey entertained, lest, 
}f they should lay in a lai^ store, it might spoil on 
tfaeiF hands. EvillB of this kind, growig out of the 
yery nature of the establisliment, ought, long since, 
to have convinced the government of die proprie-r 
ty of resorting to some other and better mode, for 
suppl]ring its armies, in times of war. The incon- 
veniences in the quarter master's department were, 
indeed, less chargeable to them, dian to causes they 
aouM not coMol ; for, id the extreme ruggedness of the 
way, over which wagc«is had to pass, was to be add^ 
ed ikud real £ficul^, in obtaining a sufficient number 
m the frontiers. That evils so severely fdt, might, 
tor die fiitiare, be avoided, every &cility was alibrd- 
ed these two departments, that the requisition, now 
Riade upon them, might be promptly complied with. 



14£ UFB OF GVH. JACKBOK. 

CHAP. To pve, however, siiffident time, and to fMneveat 
any unnecessary press, tiie troops^ dd\^mdng from 



^g^^ East and West Tennessee, were directed to be hdted . 
in the rear of the depots, until ample stores, in advance, 
to justify immediate operaidoite, should be laid isi, and 
the requbite transportation provided. 

' About the middle of the months in expectaticm dlat 
all things were in a state of readiness, from the strong 
assurances he had received, Jackson ordered the troops 
to advance, and form an umon at head quarters, then 
at Fort Strother. Greatly to his surprise and mortif * 
cation, he soon after learned, diat the contractor fifom 
East Tennessee, had again fmled in complying with 
his engagement, notwithstanding the ample means he 
possessed, and the full time that had been allots 
him for that purpose; The thxips, howevtr, agreeaUy 
to the order, proceeded on thdr march. Thdse from 
the second division, under brigadier genend lohnsMi, 
arrived on the 14th ; which, added to the force uttter 
general Doherty, from* East Tennessee, constituted 
about five thousand effectives. Composed, as tUs army 
was, of troops entirdy raw, it was not to be expected, 
that any thing short <^the greatest firmness in its (^< 
cers could restrain that course of conduct and diaor* 
der, which had hitherto so urtiappily prevafled. 
The execution of a private, Jctei Woods, who had 
of John been sentenced by a court martial, on a charge of mo- 
^^""^ tiny, produced, at this time, the most salutaiy efieet^. 
That mutinous spirit, which had so fi^equentiy broken 
into the camp, and for a while suspended all active 
operations, remained to be checked. A fit occasion 
was now presented to evince, that although milkia. 
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xrtMBrait tiMr fare^^ifte, at home^ maf^boagtan ex- CHAP, 
fioia oodItqI, yet| ui the fields tbo^ 



^'-- .![i,r 



^ims wqre, to be abandoned, and subonluiatioii obaerv- ^^^^^ 
ed» Pfy[nfiil:aaitivas to d)efeelu)gsQ£ the general 
imwed it as a sacii&ce, e^smtial to the preseryation of • 
good Older, and left th^ Sientenoe cf the court to be in* 
flaeled. The execution was producdye of thjs hap^est 
effeots ; oid^ was pix)d)iic^ aii^ so long 

induced, tlttt a ini)itia-n»n waaferxio offence to suffer 
dieath^ was, fiom that moment, abandoned, and a strict 
Qbedkpee afterwaids characterized the army. 

NodMni^ was waft&igi now, to put the troops in 
HwliQfi, and aodvety to piosecute the war, but ne- 
ceasacy su^ilies. Remonstranoe, entreaty, and threats, 
had Vpng sifiMfe bean used, and exhausted. £ve- 
ly meiu had been resorted to, to impress on the 
Hunds of the contntofeors the necessity of ui^^uig for- scarcity 
ward,, in fiathful.diflcfaarge of their dqly; but the same ^^^[i'' 
lodi&ineQce and ni^ect were still perssted in. <To 
ward off die e&eta of such gneat evils,-— evils which 
he fori^saw wpirid fl^^ain eventuate in discontent and 
rev<^ Jackapn resolved to pursue a different course^ 
apd no longer depeiMl on pqraons who had so frequent- 
ly diaif»ppinted him. Heaccordingly despatched mes- 
sengers to the nearest setdemetits, with directions to 
pmxdiase provisions^ at whatever price they could be 
pffocured* This course, to these incumbents on the 
natkm, afforded m) ailment much stronger than aiiy 
to wlud;i he had before resorted. Thus assailed, in a 
way they bid not before thought of, by being held and 
made liable for the amount of the purchases, they ex* 
crtpd themselves in discharge of a duty they had lii- 
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CHAP, therto ^imXMMify n^ected<r Every expedUent had 
be^ tiiedy to uzge liiem to a'comj^ance of the o\A* 



gaticms th^ were undar tolhek governmatt 
(Hresest, none had proved effectual. In one of his let- 
ters, aii^out thb time, the general remarks: ^^ I have 
no doubt, but a combination has been formed, to 
st^re us out, and di^eat the objects dfthe campaign; 
but M^Gee ought to have recdlected that he had dis- 
aj^inted and starved my army once ; and now, m rec- 
tum, it shall be amply provided for, at Us expense. 
At this point, he was to have delivered the rations, — 
and whatever they may cost, at this place, he witt be 
required to pay : ai^ price tint will ensure their de^ 
livery, I have directed to be given." The supplying 
an army by coi^xactors, he had dften objected to, a» 
highly exc^tionaUe and dangerous. His monitor, on 
this subject, was his own experience. Disappoiiat^ 
ment, mutiny, and abandonment by his troops, when 
in the full c^eer of success, and an unnecessarily {m>- 
tracted campaign, were among the evils sdready expe- 
rienced, and vAiidk he widsed, if possiUe, to be in fu- 
ture avoided. 

Under ^se and other circumstances, wfaieh seemed 
to involve igu^eh more serkms consequences, the ge- 
neral had but little repoae or quietness. Every thing 
was working in <^position to his wishes. The East. 
Tennessee brigade, under the command of Doherty, 
having been instructed to halt, until adequate supplies 
should be received at bead quartors, had afaeady ma- 
^(lifested matiy symptoms of ievolt,and was with mudi 

%": difficult, restrained from retumii^ immediatdy home. 

1 x\dded to their own discontents, and unwiHingness to 
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topaio kwaenrice, much poina had 'teen tadcen fay a per- CHAP. 
MDagc lu^ in autlyrity, to scatter digsenakm amongst^ 



Ihem, ttod to peoniade them, thait tfa^ had been im- ^^ ^^ 
ffTc^MBrly called out,.md without suffieieDt audiority -^-^ 
that the dnft was illegal and that; they were uikler no 
jMcesaity to serve. Argiunents like Aese, uiged by 
a »90 cf ataadbg, were wdl odoulated to answer the conduct 
jeaddeatrod; what tlM^ governjng inotive was, that gave ^^°' 
we to a oounie of oondoet so strange, b difficult to be coc^' 
■inmgined ; none was ever avowed, and certainly none 
caa be ^cn, that mU acooimt for it satisfiK^torily. On 
ihe nioming that general Ddierty was about to pro- 
<:eed to head quarters, he was astonished to find a boat- 
bg up ftr v<dunteers, to abandon his camp, and return 
home. Notwithstanding all his efibrts to prevent it, 
Hme hundred and ogh^ deserted* Hb surprise was 
still gieater, oa learning, that a captain fixmi Carter 
county,>had been bstructed by nuyor general Cocke, 
lliat in the event of hb marching back any number of 
die troops, he would take upon himself to discharge 
-them, on iheir return to Knoxville. Before diis, Cocke 
had been at the camp of Doher^, and had, by differ- 
ent means, attempted to excite mutiny and disaffection 
among the troops. As a reason for bang unwilling 
to gd with them in command, he stated, that they 
wouhi be placed in a situation which he disliked to 
mention, and cme- winch his feelings would not enable 
him to witness : that they were gcnng out to be plan- 
ted underthe command of general Jackson, who would 
impose on them die severest trials, and where they 
would have to encounter eveiy privation and suffmng. 

[, dwt at head quarters there was not a 
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CHAP, sufficiency of {Mxmsions cm hand to last five^y^ ; nor 
was there a probability that there vxHikl beany change 
of circumstances for the better ; — that should they once 
be placed in the power of Jackson^ he would, with the 
regular force under his commandy compel them to 
serve as long as he pleased. Expressions like these, 
to men who had never biefore been in the fields and 
cdming from one who had already been employed in 
a respectable command, were well calculated to pro^ 
duce serious impressions. Dohesty, who was a bri- 
gadier in the first division, was at a loss to know how 
he should proceed with his own major geneial, who had 
obtruded himself into his camp, and was endeavour- 
ing to txcite revolt ; he accordingly despatched an ex- 
press to head quarters, to give information^of what was 
pas^g.^ The messenger arrived, and, in return^ re- 
ceived an CMxler to Doherty, cominanding him^ pe- 
remptorily , to seize, and send under guardL to Fort 
Strother, every officer, without regard to his rank, who 
should be found, in any manner, attempting to incite 
his army to mutiny. Genersd Cocke, perhaps appre- 
hending what was going on, had retired before this 
order arrived, and thus escaped the punishment due 
to so aggravated an offisnce. 

About this time, colcmel Dyer was despatched with 
' six hundred men, with orders to proceed to the head 
of the Black Warrior, and ascertain if any force of the 
Indians was embodied in that quarter, and disperse 
them, that tiiey might not, through this route, get in 
the rear of the army, and cut off the supplies. This 
detachment having proceeded eight dacys through the 
ridges along the Cohawba, had fallen in with #tnul* 
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the enemy had passed, stretching eastwsondly, and had CHAP, 
followed it for some distiuice. Apprehending that the ^^..^.^^ 
army might be on the eve of departii^ bom Fort Stro* ^^^^ 
ther, and being able to gain.no certain information of 
the savages, they desisted fix>m the pursuit, and return- 
ed to camp* 

That there mig^t be no troq)S in the field, in a si« 
tuation not to be serviceable, orders were given the 
brigadiers, to disnuss fix>m the ranks every invalid, and 
all who were not well armed. 

General- Jackson having, at length, by constant and 
unremitted exerdons, obtained what supplies were ne- 
cessaiy to enable him to proceed, detemuned to set 
out and pursue his .course, sdll further into the ene- 
my's country. A fear of the consequences to an ar- 
my, from inaction ; a wish that their time might not 
be loitered /a#ay uselessly ; and a consciousness that 
a sufficiency of provisions was on the way, and could 
be^sent lb him from the post maintained in his rear, 
prompted him to do so. On die 14th, he com,* 
menced his march, and crossing the river, arrived, ^ '*^po*t 
on the 21st, at the mouth of Cedar creek, which had strotiier 
been previously fixed on for the establishment of a of the 
fort.* At this place, it became necessary to delay a ^^""^ 
day or two, with a view to detail a sufficient force, for 
*lhe protection and safety of this point, and to wait the 
coming of the provision boats, which were descending 
the Coosa, and which, as yet, had not airived. 

On the 22d of January, the day of the batde of 
•£muck£iw, general Coffee, as has been already stated^ 

* Fort WillJams. 
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CHAP.iiad bttn detached to destroy the Indian encampment 
on tbe TaUapobsa; having reccmnottred their ^osi- 



jg.^ ti<Mi, and believing them too strongly posted, to be 
advanlageou^y asEoiled by the ferce he commanded^ 
he had retired, without makii^ the attempt The po^ 
siticm they had chosen was not &r fix>m New Youcka, 
and near the Oak&isky villagesr Fortified as it was 
by nature^ dhd the skin and exerdons of the Indians; 
no other conjecture was entertained, than at this place 
was intended, a defence of the most determined kind. 
Learning that the savages were stiU embodied here, 
Jackson resolved, so soon as tbe nedessary arrange* 
ments could be made to keq> open a commuiucatioii^ 
and preserve in safe^ his rear, to make a desert on 
it, and destroy the ccxtfederacy ; Ihence^ retunung %^ 
Fort Williams for provisions, to urge forward to the 
Hick(xy ground, where he hopdd he w^ld be able to 
put an end to the war. 

On the 24th, leaving a sufficient force under briga* 
dier general Johnstcm, for the protection oi thefori^ 
with eight days* provisions he set out for the Talla* 
poosa, by the way of £muck&w. The wh(de force 
now with him amounted to less than three thousand 
effective men ; being considerably reduced, by the ne*^ 
cessity of leaving behind him strong garrisons at die 
different forts. At ten o'clock on the morning of die 
27th, after a march of fifty-two miles, he reached die 
village Tohopeka. The enemy, having gained intd* 
ligence of his approach, had collected^ in cojisiderable 
numbers, with a view to ^ve him batde« The war- 
riors fix)m the adjacent towns, Oakftisky, Hilldbee, 
Eu&lee, and New Youcka, amounting to a thousand' 
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v tirdve fauiKiredy were re/Afy and WEdtbg hb ap- CHAP, 
proach. They could have adected no place, bettcr^ ^^ ^ 
calculated for defence ; fw^ independent of the advan- 
ta|^ bestonred <m it by nature, their own exerticMis 
had gitady coatributed to its strengdi. Surrounded 
almost entirely by the river, it was accesnUe only by 
a i]annQn¥ neck of land, of three hundred and fifty yards 
widdi, wUch th^ had taken much pains to secure a^ 
defiend, by jdacii^ ]aif;e timbers, and trunks of trees, 
homontaUy on each other, leaving but a single {dace 
of entrance. From a double row of port holes formed 
in it, they ware enaUed to give complete direction to 
dieirfire, idiilst thef lay , in perfect security , behind. 

Cieneral CoBee, at the head of the mounted infiintry, 
and fikndly Indiana, had been despatched, early in the 
morning, fifom camp, with orders to gain the southern 
bank of the river, encircle the bend, and make some 
kiatj or manoeilVring, by which to divert the enemy 
finom the point where the attack was intended princi- 
pBStf to be waged* He was particulariy instructed so 
to arrange and disposie die force under his command, 
diat they might not escape, by passing to the qpposite 
^d6 in didr canoes, with which, it was represented, 
the whole shore was lined. . Jackson, with die rest of 
the army, proceeded to take a post in fix>nt of tfjie 
breast-work. Having pkmted his cannon on an emi* 
nence, about two hundred yards fixun the fit>nt of the 
enemy's line, widi a view tolxneak down his defence^ 
a brisk fire commenced. The musketry and rifles, 
which occupied a nearer position, were used, as the 
Indians occasionally showed themselves from behind 
flieir woiks» The artillery was well served, by major 
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CHAP. Bradford, and the fire kept up for some minutes, with- 
^^^,^^!^^out making any impression ; time, however, was gaui- 
1814 ^' ^^^ complete readiness. The signals having now 
announced that general Coffee had reached, in safety, 
his point of destination, on the opposite side of the 
river, had formed his line, and was ready to act, the 
order was given to charge. " Never w^e troops more 
eager to be led on, than were both regulars and militia. 
They had been waiting with impatience for the order, 
and hailed it with acclamations* The spirit that ani- 
mated them, was a sure augury of the success that was 
to follow." Between them, there was no difference ;. 
both advanced with the intrepidity and firmness of 
veteran soldiers. The former, the thirty-ninth regi- 
ment, led on by their skilful commander, colond Wil- 
liams, and the brave, but ill-firt;ed msLjor Mcmtgomery ; 
Tohopek«,suicl the militia, under the command of col(mel Bunch, 
Horee- ^oved forward, amidst a destructive ft-e, thAt continu- 
shoe. ally poured upon them, and were presently at the mm- 
part. Here an obstinate and destructive conflict ensued, 
each contending for the port holes, on different sides. 
Many of the enemy^s balls were welded between the 
muskets and bayonets of ^ur soldiers. At this mo- 
ment, major Montgomery, leaping on the wall, called 
to his men to mount, and follow him ; he had scarcely 
spoken^ when, shot through the head, he fell to the 
ground. Our troops had now scaled their rsmiparte, 
when, finding it no longer tenable, the savages retired 
back, and concealed themselves amidst the brush and 
timber, that lay thickly scattered over the peninsula, 
whence they continued resistance, and kept up a gall- 
ing and constant fire, imtil they were agaiii charged, 
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and forced back. Driven to despair, not knoMoi^ CHAP, 
whither to flee, and resolving not to surrender, they saw 
no other alternative, than to effect their escape, by 
pas^ng in their canoes to the opposite bank of the 
river ; fipom this they were, however, prevented, by 
perceiving that a part of the army already lined the 
other shore. Under these circumstances, the re- 
maining warriors, who yet survived the severity of 
the conflict, betaking themselves to flight, leaped 
down the .banks, and concealed themselves along 
the cli& and steeps, which were covered by the 
trees that had been felled firom their margin. From 
these secreted spots, as an opportunity was afforded, 
they would fire^ and disappear. General Jackson, per- 
ceiving that any further resistance would only involve 
them in utter destruction, sent a flag, accompanied by 
an interpreter, to propose to them a surrender, and 
save the further effusion of blood. Whether the pro- 
posal were fidrly explained, none but th^ interpreter 
can know ;, at any rate, instead of being accepted, as 
was fiiUy exjpected would be the case, it was answered 
by a fire, which wounded one of the party. Findit^ 
they would not yield, nor abandon the course of des- 
peration, on which thpy had resolutely fixed their 
mindsy orders were given to dislodge them. To ac- 
complish this, the artillery was turned against them ; 
but without producing the effect. Lighted torches 
were now throM^ down the steeps, which, communi- 
cating with the brush and trees, and setting them on 
fire, drove them from their hiding places, and brought 
them to view, l^hus the carnage continued, until 
night separated the combatants ; when the few mis- 
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CHAP.gukkd savages, iKdio had av^ed the havoc and 
slaughter of the day, were enabled, through the dark- 
ness <rf the mght, to make their escape. 

Whilst the attack was thus w«ged, in front of the 
line, the friendly Indians, in general Coffee's detachi- 
nient, under the command of colonel Moi^an, widi 
captain RusseU's company of spes, were effecdng 
much; and no doubt, to the course pursued by them, 
<mtht oppofflte side, was greatly owing the &cility with 
which the breast* wwk was scaled, and its possession 
obtained* The vilhige stood on the maigkx of the ri- 
ver, and on diat part of the peninsula most remote 
bom the fortification. At the line were all their war- 
riors collected. Several of the Cherokees, and Ru3sell'8 
spies having swum across, unobserved, and procured 
some canoes, a oHi^derable number passed over, en- 
tered thdr town, and fired it. No sooner was this dis- 
covered, than their attention and opposition was neces* 
sarily divided, and drawn to the protection of a point, 
which they had hitherto believed secure, and where 
they had not apprehended an attack. Thus assailed 
from an unexpected quarter, — a forct in their rear, and 
another, still stronger, advancing <m their firont, af- 
fimled tbe invading army a much eauer and less ha- 
zardous opportunity of succeeding in die assault, and 
securing the victory. , . 

This batde gave a deathblow to all their hopes ; nor 
did they venture, afterwards, to make a stand. From 
their fiistnesses in the woods, they had tried their 
strength, agreeably to their accustomed mode of war- 
fare ; in ambuscade, had brought on the attack ; and, 
in all, fidlure and disaster had been met. The con- 
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iaoXJtal defeats thqr had recdved, wei^, no doubt^ the; CHAP, 
reascms of their having so strongly fortified this pl^ce,^^.^!^ 
where th^ had determined to perish, or be victorious. .g«. 
That siich a resolution had been taken, b conclusive, 
firom the circumstance of their having permitted their 
vramea and children to remain : these thejr are always 
careful to remove &r fix)m danger, and their scenes ctf 
action. The ^po^tive assurance of success they now 
indulged, had prevented their adhering to this precau- 
tionary measure, which, hitherto, they had never over- 
looked. In this action, the best and bravest of their 
warriors were ^estrcy^red^ and a greater loss sustained, 
than had been met with in any of their previous con- 
tests. Few escaped the carm^. Of the killed, many 
were thrown iutcf the river, whilst the battle raged ;— ^ 
many, in endeavouring to pass it, were sunk, by the 
steady fire of Coffee's brigade ; and five hundred and 
fifty-seven were left dead on the ground. Among 
the number of the slain, were three of their prophets* 
Decorated in a manner wild and fimtastic, — ^the plu- 
mage of many birds about their heads and shoulders ; 
with savage grimaces, and horrid contortions of the 
body, they danced and howled their cantadons to the 
sun. Their dependents already believed a commu- 
nion with heaven sure, which, moved by entreaties, and 
offered homage, would aid them in the conflict, and 
give a triumph to their arms. Fear had no influence ; 
and when they beheld our army approaching, and al- 
ready scaling their line of defence, even then, fer fix)m 
being dispirited, hope survived, and victory was still 
anticipated. Monohoe, a veiy considerable one, who 
had cheered the broken ^irit of the nation, by his 



f 



1814. 



154 LIFE OF GEN. JACKSON. 

CHAP, pretended divinations, fell, mortally wounded, by a 
• ^cannon shot in the mouth, while earnestly engaged 
in his incantations, and in urging and oicouraging his 
troops resolutely to contend. 

Four men, who surrendered, and three hundred 
women and children, were taken prisoniers. That so 
few warriors should have sought and obtained safety, 
by appealing to the clemency of Ac victors, to persons 
acquainted with the mode of Indian war&re, will not 
appear a matter of surprise. It seldom happens tliat 
they extend or solicit quarter: fsddiless themsdves, 
they place no reliance on the faith of odiers ; and, when 
overcome in batde, seek no other protection than dex- 
terity and haste in retreat afford. Another cause for 
it may be found in a reason already given, in the at- 
tack made by a detachment of general Cocke's divi- 
sion, on the Hillabee clans, who were assailed and put 
to the sword, at a moment when, having asked fdr 
peace at discretion, they were expecting it to be given. 
This misfortune was occasioned alone by a want of 
concert, in the divisions of our army ; but it v/^ past, 
and with it was gone, on the part of the savages, all 
confidence in our integrity and humanity ; and they 
looked and trusted far safety, now, to nothing but thdr 
own bravery. In this contest, they maintained redstance, 
fighting and firing from their covert places, long after 
the hope, either of success or escape, was, or should 
have been at an end, and after the proposal had been 
submitted to spare the further useless waste of blood. 
A few, who had lain quiet, and concealed under the 
cliffs, survived the severity of the conflict, and effected 
their retreat, under cover of the night. 
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Our loss, although consideFable, was small, when CHAP. 
coaipaxed with that of the enemy ; the whole estimate,^^^,.^^ 
mcluding in it the friendly and Cherokee Indians, be- .g. . 
ing but fifty-five killed, and one hundred and forty-si^ 
wounded Of the fi^^mer was major Montgomery, a 
brave and enterprising young officer, of the thirty-ninth 
r^^ent, and lieutenants Moulton and Somerville, who 
fell early in the change. 

The object of the present vi^t being answered, the 
general, in pursuance of his first plan, concluded to 
return to Fort Williams. Having sunk his dead in 
the river,^ to prevent their being scalped by the sa- 
y»ge% and made the necessary anangements for cany. ^^^ 
mg oflf his wounded, he commenced his return march returns 
for the fort, and in a few days reached it in safe^. wiUians. 



* Sinking fhem in the river, in preference to burying them, 
was adopted fit>m the consideration, that those of our troops, 
who baii previously fallen, had been raised, stripped, and 
acalped. Many of the Indians at Tohopeka were found in the 
clothes of those who had been killed and buried at Emuckfaw. 

4 

It is true that this could operate no injury to the dead $ yet it 
was wished to be prevented for the future. It was a fact well 
ascertained, that the Creek nation, 'generally, were ignorant of 
the eitent and mimber of their defeats $ and so long as they 
ceuld be induced to believe, by those who undertook to ac- 
count for it in tliat way, that their missing warriors were still 
alive, and had gone on some distant enterprise ; or could ob- 
tain the scalps of the killed, which they always consider as 
certain evidences of victory, the war would still continue. It 
was thou^t, therefore, better to sink than to bury them, as 
the enemy would be thereby deprived of those badges of na- 
tional and individual distinction, the effect of which would 
be to. shorten the period of the war. 
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<^H^- His first object, on his arrivid, was. to excite, in the 
^breasts of his soldiers, a sense of pride, commensurate 



1814. ^^ ^^ adiievements they had performed, and the 
valour they had displayed. He was impelled to it 
finom a consciousness that feeling, once subsided, could 
with difficulty be agsdn aroused ; and firom a dedre to 
ward off that despondency fit>m his raid:s, which had 
once proved so fetal to hb hopes. With a view to 
^pn^s. these objects, the next day, on parade, before the fert, 
he published to them dii^ address : 

^' You h^ve entitled yourselves to the gratitude of 
your country and your generaL The expedition, firom 
to tiie which you have just returned, has, by your good coo^ 
army. duct, been rendered prosperous, beycmd aiqr exanqsk 
in the history of our war&re : it has redeemed the cha- 
racter of ydiir state, and of that description of troops, 
of which the greater part of you are. 

** You have, within a few days, opened your way to 
the Tallapoosa, and destroyed a confederacy of the 
enemy, ferodous by nature, and grown insolent firom 
impunity^ Relying on their numbers, the security of 
thdbr situation, suid the assyrances of their pro[AetSy 
diey derided our approach, and already exulted, in an- 
ticipation of the victory they expected to obtun. But 
they were ignorant of the influence of government on 
the huinan powers, nor knew what brave men, and d- 
^lized, oould effect By their yells, they hoped to 
fiighten us, and with their wooden fortificaticMis to op- 
pose us. Stupid mortals ! their yells but dedgnated 
their situation the more certainly ; whilst thrir wails 
became a snare for their own destruction. So will it 
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ever be, when presumption and ignorance contend CHAP. 
againsMsravery and prudence. 

** The fiends of the Tallapoosa will no longer mur- -g- -^ 
der our women and childr^, or disturb the quiet of 
OUT borders. Their midnight flambeaux will no 
more ilfumine their council-house, or shine upon the 
victim of their infernal ot^es. In their places, a new 
generation will arise, who will know their duty better. 
The weapons of warfare will be exchanged for the 
utensils of husbandry ; and the wilderness, which now 
withers in sterility, and mourns the desolation which 
overspreads her, will blossom as the rose, and become 
the nursery of the arts. But before this happy day can 
arrive, other chastisements remain to be inflicted. It 
is indeed lamentable, that the path to peace should lead 
through blood, and over the bodies of the slain : but 
it is a dispensation of Providence, to inflict partial evils, 
that good may be produced. 

" Oiu" enemies are not sufficienfly humbled,— ^ey . 
do not sue for peace. A collection of them awsdt our 
approach, and remain to be dispersed. Buried in ig. 
nora^ce, and seduced by their prophets, they have the 
weakness to believe they will still be able to make a 
stand against us. They ifiust be undeceived, and 
made to atone their obstinacy and dieir crimes, by still 
farther suffering. The hopes winch have so long de- 
luded them, must be driven from their last refage. 
They must be made to know, that thdr prophets are . 
impostors, and that our strengtii is nnghty, and will 
prevail. Then, and not till then, may we expect to 
make with them a peace that shall be lasting,'^ 
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CHAP. Understanding tiiat the enemy ivas embodied, 
in considerable numbers, at Hoithlewalee, % town 



^g^ . fltuated not far from the Hickory ground, he was 
anxious to re-commence his operations, as early as 
possible. The forces under his conunaad, fimn 
sickness, the loss sustained in the late battle, 28id some 
disdiarges that had been given, had been too much 
reduced in strengdi, to permit him to act as effi- 
ciently as was wifilied. It was desirable, therefore, to 
effect a junction with the southern army, as soon as 
possible. The Nc»tfa Carolina troops, under the 
command of general Graham, an old and expen^ 
enced revolutionary officer ; and those of Georgia, un» 
der colonel Affflton, were announced to be somewhere 
south of the Tallapoosa, and could be at no great dis* 
tance. To unite with them Was BXk event mudi desired 
by Jackson, as well with a view to push his operations 
'more actively, as to be able to procure for his army 
those supplies wluch he feared his resources might not 
sufficiently afford ; for, hitherto, he had received from 
general Pinckney strong assurances, that all complaints 
on this subject would be at an end, so sooi^as his, and 
the southern division, could unite. No time was to 
be lost, in effecting a purpose so essentiaL General 
Jackson accordingly determined to leave his sick and 
wounded, and the fort, to the care and command of 
brigadier Johnston, and to set out again for the Talla- 
poosa. On the 7th, with all his dUsposable force, he 
commenced his march, with the double view of effect- 
ing an union with the army below, and of attacking, 
on his route, the enemy's force, collected at Hmtfale- 
walec. His greatest difficulty was in conve3ring to colo- 
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iid Afikon mk^ligence of Ins inte^^ TheCHAP. 

IiM&nSy who, finom their knowledge of the 



coiin^, had been always selected as expresses^ were ^g^^ 
with difficul;^ to be prevailed on now, for any such 
undertsidng* Believing thdr nation to be embodied, 
in lai^ger numbers than soiy whiqh had been yet en- 
countered, and that, confiding in thar strength, they 
would be better enabled to go out, searching and spy- 
ing ^ough the surrounding country, they at once 
concluded, that any enterprise of this kind would be 
attended with too great peril and danger, and the diffi- 
culty of duding observation too much increased, for 
diem to adventure. This ciipumstance had as yet 
p^vented the arrangement of such measures as were 
best calculated to bring the different divisions to act in 
gena^ concert. The necessity, however, of such co- 
operation, was too important, at this moment, not to 
be effect^, if it vtwre pos^le. Could the enemy, at 
the point they now occupied, be t»t)ught to fight, and 
a decisive advantage obtained over them, dispirited 
and broken, they might be induced to submit to any 
terms, and ihe war be ended ; but if suffered to escape^ 
43xy might ag^ collect, give batde at scxme fortunate 
and unexpected, moment, and thereby protract it a con- 
siderable time. * To prevent diis was desirable ; and in 
no other way could it so certainly be effected, as if, while 
the T^messee troops advanced firom the north, the 
Carolinians aiid Georgians should make such a dispo- 
sition as* would prevent an escape, by the enemy's 
crossing the river, and passing off to Pensacola and tlie 
Escambia. 
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CHAP. Having at loigdi suoeecded in pMcuring coflAdeA^ 
,tial messengen, previoualy to setting out on tiufr es- 
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pedhion, Jackson addressed colonel Milton, and advised 
him of his intended movement To gUaid against 
any accident or Mure that might ha^i^ differrat 
expresses were despatched, by different routes* He 
informed him that with eight days' {xroviaonsy and a 
force of about two tbcMisand men, he should, on the 
7th, take up the line of march, and proeqpd direct^ 
for Hoidilewalee ; which he expected to reach and at- 
tack on the 1 1th. He urged the necessity of a proper 
concert bdng established in thdr movements ; andd* 
ther that he should proceed against the same plaee, 
about the same time, or, by making some fiivouiaUe 
Expedi. diversion in the ndghbourhood, contribute to the suo- 
H^'ithre. cessfulaccomplislmient of the objects of the expedition* 
waiec mg point of destination, owing to the floods of rain 
which had Men, and raised the strtams to ccmsiderable 
hdghts, was not reached until the 13th. This dday, 
unavoidable, and not to be prevented, gave the Indians 
an (^yportunity of fleeing from the threatened danger. 
. On readung a creek, of the same name, which skirted 
die town, it was so swdlen as to be inqnssable. The 
savages, gaining inteU^ence of an approach tl^t was 
thus retarded, were oiabled to escape, by passing 
the nver in their canoes, and gainii:^ the opposite 
shore. 'Had colonel Milton f<Htunately made a de- 
ferent disposition of the troops under his conunand* 
and co-operated wi& the Tennessee division, by 
guarding the southern bank of the river, their escape 
would have been prevented, and the whole force, col* 
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ixisoners. Altiioiigh JadLsoii,m his letter of the ^^ 



had assured him he would reach the enemy on the _j. 
11th; and when prevented by U^ waters and rotten 
roads, had again nodfied Um, &t he would certaiidy 
anive and attack him by the moniii^ of the 13th; 
and uiged lum to guard the south bank of the TaUa- 
poQsa; stiU was the request disregarded, and die sa* 
vages permitted to e8C8|>e. Learning they were aban- 
dcming their positiOB, and sedung safe^. in flight, 
Jackson filed to the in^fat, aqd overtaking the rear d 
die fogidves, succeeded in making twenty-five prison* 
ers* At tfab time, nothing was heard of colcmd Mil- 
Ion; but on the same day, having marched about five 
miks from hb encamjMnent at Fort Decatur, and ap- 
proached within four of Hoidilewalee ; he, the next 
mcHTung, gave notiqe of an intention to attack die vil- 
li^ ttutday; at this moment the inhabitants and war« 
liors had fled, and the town was occupied and pardy 
destroyed by a detachment fircon Jackson's army, that 
had succeeded in passuig the cxesk. 

The Georgia army being so near at hand, was a 
source of some sads&cdon, although the escape of the 
enemy hmd rendered their presence of less importance, 
than it ^otherwise would have been. The stock of pro* 
visions, with wlueh the march had been commenced 
firom Fort Williams, was nearly exhausted. Assuran^ 
ces, however, having been so repeatedly given, that 
abundant supplies would be had on uniting with the 
southern army, and that event being now so near at 
band, all uneasiness upon this subject was at once di^* 
pellcd. Colonel Milton was immediately applied to, 



X 
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CHAP, the tttuatkxi of the amrj^ (fflRoBed, attd audi axl» aa he 
could extend, scdicited. He retarned an ansmrer to the 
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geneiaPs demand, observing, he had sent some fir liie 
fiiendly Indians, and would, the next day, le9td some 
for die remainder of the tioops ; but felthimaelf under 
no obligation tafiumah any. fackson, fiiUy sadsfied 
of its being in his power to relieve him, and. diat tins 
apparent unwiliiiipfiess could not, and did not proceed 
from any scarciQr inhis caiap,.assumed ahig^ier ground, 
and, instead of asking assistance, now demanded it. 
He stated, that his men were (destitute of supplies, 
and UtaX he had been duLy apprized of il; and con- 
cluded by ordning hkn to- send five thousand, ca- 
tions immediately,' for prenent relief ; andlumadfand 
the forces under his command to jcun him at Hoitfale- 
walee, by ten o'clock the next day. ^' This cffder/' 
he remarked, ^^ must be obeyed witiiout hesitation.'' — 
It was obeyed. The next day, a junctioahaving been 
with Uie efflscted, the necessaiy steps were takenlo bring down 
armyf ^ the provisions deposited at Fort Decatur, and no fur* 
ther inconvenience was afterwards felt for the want of 
supplies^ 

Appearances seemed now to wanant the belief^ diat 
the war would not be of much longper continuance: 
the principal chie& of the Hickory ground tribes were 
coming in, making professicxis of fidendshq>, and giv- 
indians isg assunudces of their being no longer di:^>osed to 
pS!^/^' continue hostilities. The geneial had been met, on 
hb late march, by a f^ from these clans, giving in- 
formation of their diqx)aitioQ to be at peace. In return 
they recdved this answer ; that those (tf the war parly 
\vbo were desirous of putting an end to the contest in 
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tvfaieh tiiey were engag^^ iomI becomii^ friaidly, <^H AP. 
must evince their intention oi dcing so by retiring ' 



tiie TCar of the army, and sedttng diemselves to die ^g^^ 
norlfa of Fort Wittkms : no other proof than thi$, of 
tiieir paoific dispositidns, Mioukl be received. Four- 
teen chiefs of these tribes had arrived, to furnish 
stiD fivther evidence of thdr desire for peace. They 
assured the generad that their old kii^, Fous-hatchee, 
vras anxious to be permitted Co viut him in person, 
but was then on ius vmf, with his followers, to settle 
above Fort Williams, agreeabfy to the information he 
bad recdved by the flag whidi had lately returned to 
lum« 

Detachments were out to scour the country on die 
soudi, widi orders to break up any collection of the 
enemy, diat might be heard of in convenient distance. 
The main body ppep^red to advanceto the jimction of 
the two rivers, where, un^ now, it had been expected 
the Indites would make a last and desperate stand»^ 
£vary iimg was in readiness to proceed on the march, 
when it was aimounced lo the general, that colonel 
MSton's brigade could not move* Durii^ the night 
before, some of his wagon horses having strayed off, 
persons had been sent in pursuit, md were expected 

« 

• The Hickory ground, or that part of the Creek nation ly- 
ing in the forks, near wherfe the Coosa and Tallapoosa nnite, 
was called by the Indians Holy groundf from a tradition and 
beUef among them, that it never had been trod bj the foot 
of a white nlan. Acting under the influence of their prophets, 
and a religious fanaticism, it was supposed they would make 
greater exertions to defend thife, than any other portion of their 
country. • 
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CHAP- shordy to return with them 5 when, it was reported; he 
,^^,,^^ WQuld be ready to go on. To Jackson, this was a 
lg^^ reason for delaying the operatkms of an army, which 
as yet he had never learned, not ever been influ- 
enoed by. He had indeed been frequently made to 
halt, though from very diflFerent causes. He replied 
to the cdcMid's want <^ prepaiadon, by telling him, 
that in the prepress erf' his own difficulties, be had disco- 
vered a very exc^ent mode erf* expediting wagons, even 
without horses ; and. if he would detail him twenty 
men from hi» brigade, for every wagon deficient in 
horses, he would guarantee thdr safe arrival at their 
place oS destination. Rather than do thb, he preferred 
to dismount some of his dragoons, and thus avoided 
the necessity of haltmg, until his lost teams should 
arrive. 

The army conthmed its march^ without gaining in- 
telligence of any embodied forces of the enemy, and 
reached die old Toulossee Fort, situated on the Coosa, 
proceeds ^'^ ^ ^^^^ ^ Confluence, at wluch anodier was de- 
^^ termined to be erected, to be called after die com- 



yround. manding general. Here the rivers approach within an 
hundred poles of eachotiier, and, again diverg^g, 
unite six miles l^elow. At this jdace, the chieb of the 
different tribes were daily arrivii^, and oflfering to sub* 
mit on any terms. They all concurr.ed in their state- 
ments, that those of the hostile party, who were still 
opposed to asking for peace, had fled from the na« 
tion, and sought refuge al<mg the coast, and in Pen-, 
sacola. General Jackson renewed the assurances he 
had i^eviously given ; that they could find safety in no 
other* way, than by repairing to the. section of country 
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already pointed out to them ; where ihey mig^ be CHAP, 
quiet and undisturbed. wv^ 

To "put thdr friendly professions at once to the test, . ^^ . 
he directed them to bring Weatherford to his camp, 
tied, that he might be d^t witii as he deserved. He 
was one of the first chiefs of the nation, and had been 
the principal actor in the butchery at Fort AGnuns. weatber- 
Leaniing from the chiels, on thdr return, what had ^^ 
been required of Ihem by Jackson, he was prevailed 
upon, as being perhaps the safer course, to go and 
make a voluntary surrender of himself. Havmgreach^ 
ed the camp, without bemg known, and obtained ad- 
mission to the general's quarters, he told him he was 
Weatherford, the chief who had coihmanded at Fort 
Mimms, and, desiring peace for himself and his peo- 
ple, had come to ask it. Somewhat surprised^ that 
one who so richly merited punishment, should so 
sternly demand the protection which had been extend* 
ed to others, he replied to him, that he was astonished 
he should venture to appear in his presence ; that he 
wais not ignmant of his having been at Tort Mimms, 
nor c^ his conduct there, for which he well deserved 
to die. ^* I had directed," continued he, ^^ that you 
shoukl be brought to me confined ; had you appeared 
in this way, I should have known how to have treated 
you." Weatherford replied, ^^ I am in your power-~ 
do with me as you please. I am a soldier. I have 
done the white people all the harm I could ; I have 
fought them, and fought them bravely : if I had an 
army, I would yet fight, and contend to the kst : but 
I have none ; my people are all gone. I can now do no 
more than weep over the misfortunes of my nation." 
Please^ at the firmness of the man, Jackson informed 
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CHAP, him, that he did not solicit him to lay down his arnds, 
and become peaceable : ^' The terms on which your 
nation can be saved, and peace restored, has already 
been disclosed : in thos way, and none odier, can'you 
obtain safety.^' If, however, he wished still to con* 
linue the war, and Mt himself prepared to meet the 
consequences, although he was then completely in Us 
power, no advantage should be taken of that circum- 
stance ; that he was at perfect liberty to retirle, and 
unite himself widi the war party, if he pleased ; but if 
taken, Ms life should pay the forfeit of his crimes ; if 
this were not desired, he might remain where he was, 
smd should be protected. 

Weatherford answered, that he desired peace, that 
his nation might, in some measure, be rdieyed from 
their sufferings ; that, independent of odier misfortunes, 
growing out of a state of war, their catde and grain 
were all wasted and destroyed, and thdr women and 
children destitute of provisions. '* But,'' continued 
he, ^^ I may be well addressed in such language now. 
There ^vasatime when I had a choice, and could have 
answered you : I have none now,— even hope has end- 
ed. Once I could animate my warricnis to batde ; but 
I cannot animate the dead. My warriors can no longer 
liear my voice : their bones are at Talladega, Tallus- 
hatchee, Emuck&w, and Tohopduu I have not sur- 
rendered myself thoughtlessly. Whilst there were 
chances of success, I never left my post, nor suppli- 
cated peace. But my people are gone, and I now ask 
it for my nation, and for myself. On the miseries and 
misfortunes* brought upon my countiy, I look back 
with deepest sorrow, and wish to avert still greater 
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caiainitics> If I had been left to oontend with the CHAP. 
Geor^ anny, I would have nosed my com on one ^* 



bank of the river, and foug^ them on the odier ; but 
your people have destroyed my nation. You are a 
brave man : I rely upon your generofldly. You will 
exact no terms of a. conquaed peojrfe, but such as 
they should accede to: whatever they imiy be, it would 
now be madness and fotty to ofqpose. If they are op- 
posed, you shdl find me amongst the sternest enfi»x:ers 
of obedience. Those who would sdU hold out, can be 
influenced only by a mean qpirit of revenge ; and to 
dus they must not, and shall not sacrifice the last 
remnant of their countiy. You have told us where 
we might go, and be safe. This is a good talk, and 
HDLynadon ought to listen to it. They shall listen to it." 

The eamedaess and bold independence of his con- 
duct left no doubt of the sincerity^ of his professions. 
The peace party became reconciled to him, and agreed 
to bury all previous animosities. In a fisw days after- 
wuds, having obtuned permissi(xi> he set out fix)m 
camp, accompanied by a small party , to search through 
the fovesty for lus fottowera and fitiends, and persuade 
them to give up a contest, in which hope seemed to 
be at an end, and, by timely submission, to save their 
naticm fix)m still fiirther disasters. 

The present was a ftivourahle moment fcx* prevent- 
ing ftuther opposition. The enemy, alarmed and 
panic struck, were dispersed, and fleekig in different 
directions. To keep alive, their apprehensions, and 
prevent their recovering firom the fears with which 
they were now agitated, was of the utmost importance. 
If time were given them to rally, and form further 
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CHAP, resolutions, some plan of oparation might be concert^ 
^^^.l^ed ; and although it might not be productive <rf any 
1814 ^^ serious injuiy, yet it might have a tendency to 
lengthen out the war, and involve those deluded peo- 
ple in still greater woes. Detachments, sufficiently 
strong, were accordii^ly ordered out^ to range through 
the countiy, prevent their collectii^ at any point, and 
to scatter and destroy any who might be found con- 
certing offensive operations. Wherever they directed 
their course, submission, and an anxious desire for 
peace, were manifested by the natives. Those who 
were stiU bent upon- a continuance of the war, and 
trusted for relief to the sud which their British allies 
bad promised, and which they had been for some time 
expecting, had retired out of the coimtry, towards the 
sea ; not doubtii^ but the assistance looked for would 
shffltly airive, enable them to re-commence hostilities, 
with better hopes of success, and regain their countiy, 
which they now con^dered as lost Many of the chiefis 
and warriors, looking to die ddeats they had contitnu- 
ally met with, in all their batdes ; viewing.it as imprac- 
ticable to resist, with any expectation of better fortune, 
the numerous forces that were coQecting, and threat- 
ening them at different points ; and anxious to have 
spared to them yet a part of their country, determined 
to discard all ideas of further resistance, and throw 
themselves for safety on the mercy of their conquerors. 
To thb end, the chief men, fix>m the different tribes, 
were daily arrivmg, asking for peace, and that their 
lives might be spared. 

General Jackson was not ignorant of the fiiithlessness 
of these people, and how litde confidence was to be re- 
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"pMedin the professions of an eademy, whO| prampled CHAP, 
by fear^ would be controikd by its influence, c»ily whilst^^^^L^ 
thqse fears were continued. He well knew they had .g^ . 
been too severely chastised^ for their fiiendslup or pro- 
mises to be in^licitly relied on> and too much injured 
not to fed a disposition to renew the conflict with the 
first flattering hope that dawned. Too many difficulties 
bad been encountered, and too many dangers past, to 
Ixingthose savages to a sense of duty, to leave them now, 
with no better security than mere professions. Somear* 
rangement was necessary to be made, that should prove 
lasting, and ensure^ certainty, ^one seemed better 
calculated for these ends, than what had been already 
announced; that those disposed to throw away the war ^^J^^^^ 
dub, and renew their friendly relations with the United ^^ ^^ 
States, should retire in the rear of the advance of the 
army, and occupy the country about Fort Williams, 
and to the east of the Coosa. The efiect of such an 
arrangement would be this; that the line of posts, al- 
ready established, would cut them ofi* from any com* 
mumcalion with East Florida ; and, by being placed 
in that part of the nation, inhabited by the friendly In* 
dians, whose fidelity was not doubted, the earliest in- 
telligence would be had of their hostile intentions, 
should ai^ be manifested. The j»x>posed conditions 
were cheerfully aocepted : and the difieroit tribes set 
out, to occupy a portion of their country, which alone 
promised them protection and safety. Proctor, the 
diief of ithe Owewoha war towns, to whom this pro* 
mised security from danger, had first been made, was 
reported to be still at home, and to have abandoned 
all intention of moving, in consequence of permission 

V 
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CHAP, ^ven by the United States* agent to the Creeks, fbr 
him and his warriors to remain at home. . On receiving 



.g. . this information, the genersd despatched a messeoger 
to him, with information, that whether he or the agoit 
were to be obeyed, he might decide ; but that he would 
treat as enemies all who did not immediately retire to 
the section of country he had pointed out. The cUef 
of O wewoha found no difficulty in deciding the ques* 
tion, and prepared to retire where he had been previa 
ously ordered. 

Lieutenant colonel Gibson, i;dio had been sent out^ 
with a detachment of seven hundred and fifly men^ 
returned, and reported, that he had proceeded a con* 
siderable distance down the Alabama river, and had 
destroyed several towns of the war party, but eould 
gain no intelligence of a force being any where col- 
lected. 

By the establishment of Fort Jackscm, a Hne of posts 
was now formed, from Tennessee and Ge(x*gia to the 
Alabama. The conduct of the Indians clearly mani- 
festing their desire for peace, nothing remained to be 
^ done, but to organize the different garrisons in such a 
manner, that, should any hostile intention be hereafter 
discovered, it might be crushed, before it should as- 
sume any very threatening aspect. What final steps 
should be taken, and what plans adopted, for perma- 
nent security, were to be deferred for the arrival of 
general Pinckney, who, being in the neighbourhood, 
would, on the next day, reach Fort Jackson, 
^dc^ ^^ *^ 20th, general Pinckney arrived, and assum** 
arrives at ed, in pcTSon, the command of the army. The course 
t^». ^^'^^^^pursued by Jackson, towards satisfyiilg the Indians, 
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Ihat to be peaceable wasall that was required of tfaeniy CHAP, 
^neeting his ap{xt>bation> aad understanding that tfae^„,,^^^^J^^ 
chiefs and wairiors of the nation were retiring, with ^g^^ 
iheir fiwulies, where they had been directed, he was 
satisfied hostilities would now cease. Independent of 
,thdr profes^ns, heretofore givm, much of the pro- 
perty plundered at Fort Mimms, and along the firon- 
■tiers, iiaving been brought in and delivered, no doubt 
was entertained, but that all further n^tional opposition 
would be withdrawn. There being no necessity, 
therefore, for maintainii^ an army longer in the field, 
ofdo^ were issued, on die 21st, for the troops fit)m 
Tennessee to be marched home, and discharged ; tak- 
ing care, cm the route, to leave a sufficient force, for 
die garrisoning and protection of the posts already es- 
tablished. 

To troc^ who had been engaged in such hasty and 
fiii^ing marches, who had been so much and so often 
exposed to hardships and dangers, and who had now, by 
their zealous exertions in the cause of their countiy, 
brought the war to a successful termination, and severely 
chastised the savages, for their unprovoked outrages up- 
on thdr defenceless fix)ntiers, it was a pleasure to retire 
to their homes, fix>m the scenes of wretchedness tiiey had 
witnessed, and fix)m a contest, where every thing being 
performed, nothing remained to be doixe. It was a 
cheering reflection to them, that, their trials being over, 
they were retiring to their fiimilies and homes, and 
carrying with them that sweetest and happiest of all 
consolations, to a war-worn soldier's mind, that, m 
the trying and difficult situations in which they had 
been placed, they had acted with honour to themselves^ 
and fidelity to tiieir country. 
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CHAP. WMlst these arrangements were making, the friend* i 
)y Creeks were engs^ed in pmmiing and destroying $ 
dieir fugitive countrymen, with the most unrelenting t 
rigour. To have been at the destruction of Fort \ 
Mimms, was a ground of accusation against a warrior, i 
which at once placed him without the pale of mercy. 
They viewed, or affected to view, this unwarranted and t 
unprovoked offence, with sentin^nts of deeper invete- i 
racy, than did even our own troops. Meeting a small '- 
party, who were on their way to camp, to submit 
themselves on the terms that h^d been previously of- 
fered, and understanding they had accompanied Wea- . 
therford, in Ms attack on this fort, they arrested thdr 
progress, and put them to death. Pursuing a course 
of this kind, was well calculated to keep aHve thelimid 
apprehensions of the Indians, and induce them to con* 
sider the proffered terms of peace as a stratagem, to 
lure them into danger, and effect their destruction: 
sensible of this, general Pinckney took immediate 
gteps to prevent its again recurring. 

To see the people of the same nation, marshalled bx 
opposition to each other, is not a matter of surprise, on 
the principles and practice of modem warfare, which 
^ects to prove it right, to sdze on any circumstance, 
that may operate prejudicially to an enemy ; but the 
patriot, whose bosom swells with a love of countiy, 
\v31 ever view it with abhorrence : and although, from 
necessity or policy, he may avail himself of the advan* 
tages affcMxled by such a circumstance, he can never d- 
ther approve or justify it. Although tiie war had bem 
commenced, in opposition to the views and wishes of 
fhe friendly party, yet it ^vas tb^ir duty to have united, 
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Their entering the ranks of an invading am^, and CHAP. 
I^;ixting for the extermination of their people, and ^^^^-.^^ 
destruction of their nation, was a circumstance which ^g^. 
eridently marked them as traitors to their comitry, 
and justly deserving the severest punishment 

In two hours after receiving general Pinckney's or- 22?^JlSJi» 
der, the western troops commenced their return march, fc^um 
and reached Fort Williams, on the evening €i tiie 
S4th* Immediate measures were adopted, for carry- 
ing into effect what had been ordered ; to send out de* 
tM^faments, to assail and disperse any of the war party, 
that might be found on their route, wittun striking 



The East Tennessee troops, having a. longer 
tosorve, were, on that account, selected, to garrison the 
Cerent posts. General Doherty was directed to detail 
from his brigade seven hundred and twen^-five men, 
for the defence of those pcMnts, that an open commu* 
nication might be preserved ivith Fort Jackson, and to 
secure, more effectually, a peace, wtuch, being sup- 
posed, for the present, to be founded in the fears and 
distresses c^the war party, was perhaps not altogether 
j^ecurely and firmly established. 

The general being about to separate from his army, 
did not omit to declare to them the high sense he en- 
tertained of dieir conduct, and how well they had de- 
served of thdr country. " Within a few days," said 
he, << you have annihilated the power of a nation, that, 
for twenty years, has been the disturber of your peace. 
Your vengeance has been glutted. Wherever these 
infuriated allies of our arch enemy assembled for bat- 
tle, you pursued and dispersed them. The rapidity 
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CHAP, of your movements, and the brilliancy of yow ^Weve- 
* menlSy have corresponded with the valour by which 



1814 y^^ ^^^ '^^^^ animated. The bravery you hwe dis- 
played in the field of batde, and the uniform good con- 
duct you have manifested in your encampment, Bnd 
on your fine of march, will long be cherished in the 
memory of your general, and will not be forgotten by 
the country you have so materially benefited." 

The constant and rapid movements of these troops fer 
the time they had been in service, had greatly exposed 
them; and although many hardships had been encoun* 
tered, yet dieir duty had been performed without imir- 
muring. A retrospect of the last month will show, 
that more could scarcely have been d<me. Fort Wil- 
liams was reached just four weeks from the time they 
had left it, on the expedition to TohopeJ^a, wh^^ ihey 
had met and conquered the enemy ; whence, return- 
ing, not with a view to obtain rest, but to recruit the 
exhausted state of their provisions, in one week was 
this same army on the way to Hoithlewalee, where, 
supported in their hopes by their prophets, was cc^ 
lected the strength of the nation ; and where, but for 
the absence of the Gceoi^ia army, they would have 
been captured or destroyed, the war ended, and all 
aj^rehen^on of future resistance quieted* To diis 
point did they urge forward, over moimtains, and 
through torrents of continual rain, that rendered ^ the 
route almost impassable ; and reached and destroyed, 
on the 14th, a town which the inspired men of the nation 
had declared was consecrated, and on which no white 
man was ever to tread with impunity. On the 17th, 
they are found at the confluence of the Coosa and Tal- 
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bpooea, treading sdll their consecrated soil) and driv- CHAP, 
ii^ the pamc-struck savages before them ; and £^n, 



on the 24thy are at Fort Williams, retiring to their ^- . 
homes, bouk the labours they had oicountered, and the 
conquests they had gained. In such celerity of move- 
n^ait, is to be found the cause, that secured t6 Jack- 
sex^ and his army, the uniform successes they detained. 
So rapid were his marches, that not unfrequently was 
be in the nei^boudiood of the enemy, before they 
bad received any intelligence of Ijis approach ; in ad- 
dition to thb, was attached to him the quality, that few 
generals ever possessed in a hi^er degree, of inspiring 
firmness in his ranks, and making even cov^ards brave. 
An entire confidence of success, a full assurance of 
victory, and a fearlessness and disregard of danger, 
were the feelings displayed by himself in all difficult 
atnaticHis, and those feelings he possessed the happy 
fiu:uhy of diffusing throu^ his army. 

AVhether any of the hostile party were still on the 
CoSiawHba, or had fled for safety to the British and Spa- 
noards at Pensacola^ was uncertain. To ascertain thb 
£i.ct, — ^to disperse them, and destroy their villages, ge- 
neral Johnston was despatched, at the head of five hun- 
dred men, widi orders to proceed along this river, to 
its head branches, effect the object so far as it was 
practicable, and re-unite with the main army at Depo^ 
sit* Jackson reported to general Pinckney, that his 
orders had been complied >vith; that four hundred 
troops had been detailed for the protection of Fort 
Williams, and that he would leave at the other points, 
a fcM'ce proportioned to their exposed situations. " The 
remainder of my troops," he continues, " I shall march 
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r 
CHAP, to Tennessee, where I shall discharge thenti 
^^^.^ii^^which, I shall no longer consider myself accql 
1814 ^^ ^ manner in which the posts may be der *^ 
or the line of communication kept open ; — 
the time forwhich I offered my services to my 
ment, and the duties thqr as^gned me to perfc 
have terminated together." 

The army proceeded on its march, and 
Tennessee river, reached Camp Blount, near ¥\ 
ville, where they were discharged fix>m further ai 
Johnston, who had previously Men in, had dea 
some of the enemy's towns; but had learned n| 
et a force being any where embodied along th^ 
\^ he had taken. i 

:- On parting fixmi his troops, the general again fas 
before them the recollection he retained o^ 
fidthful and gallant conduct, and die patiencej 
which they had borne the privations and haixlsM 
war. On his return, wherever he passed, the pla 
of the people were liberally bestowed. The ai 
zeal he had manifested in the service of his coui 
the difficulties he had surmounted, and the &vou]; 
issue, which, by his exertions, had been givenl 
contest, that had kept alive die anxieties and feai 
the firontier settiers, excited a general gratitude ana* 
miration ; all were ready to evince the high sense t) 
entertained, of the success with which every effort I 
been crowned, and with one accord united in reverei 
for him, who, by hb zealous exertions, and able q| 
nagement, had so greatiy contiibuted to the safety^ 
the country. 
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CfiAPTES TL 

JackBoti is appointed a major genera), iii the Service of thit 
tJinted States. — f d directed to op^n a negotiation with the 
Indian9.^^peecli of fhe Big Warnor, a chief of the nation, 
•^-^onclndea a treatj with the Creek Indiuis^^IIia Tiewa 
against Peatiacoia and East Florida.— G^neval Aritfstrong'ft 
letter^— The Spanish gOYemor is called on for an explana- 
tion of his conduct.— -Mis answer.— -llie adjutant general 
id despatched to Tennessee, to raise volunteers.-— Jackson 
^ets ont for Mobile.— Orders the Tennessee troops to ad« 
Tance lo his flssistance. 



A WAR, tttttn tvkich much greater and moire seri- CHAP. 
Ous injitties had bee6 a^^Jurehended, was thus happily T^ 
terminated. Although many vduable lives were 
lost in the contest^ yet were they fiur less than might 
have been expected, in contemiting with an enemy, 
whose wrdtb knew no bounds, and whose cruelty was 
insatiate. To the rapidity with which an army had 
been coBected, and pushed into the heart of their coun- 
try, was owing flie circumstance that the fix)ntiers were 
not stained with the blood of the setders. Though 
humanity may weep over the misfortunes of tMs 
people, and regret that they were sunk in such ir- 
retrievable woes, yet there is a consoladon left ; that if 
it be a crime, it is not chargeable on the American 
government. Towards them had been exercised everj* 
ibrbearance. For more than twentv vears had tlte 
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CHAP, western people been the victims of their unrdendi^ 
^^.^/^ craelties ; and many a parent lives, at this day, whose 
1814 recollection treasures a child, that bled beneath their 
murderous hands. Cold Water, on the Tennessee, 
was long the den of these savages, whence they made 
their inroads, and, by their inhuman butcheries, kept 
the fix>ntier inhabitants in perpetual alarm. An expe- 
dition, acting without the consent of the government, 
but with a view to that security then: own idtuation so 
much demanded, as early as the year 1787, under ge- 
' neral Robertson, made a descent on this settlement^ 
and destroyed it. This active and resolute measure 
ensured them a tranquillity, to which they had hitherto 
been strangers. Those who escaped, retired to the 
Black Warrior, carrying with them an additional spirit 
of revenge, which occasionally displayed itself, in the 
murder of our citizens, whenever a favourable oppor- 
timity occurred ; until the winter of 1813, when their 
towns were again assailed and destroyed. 

The war, in which the United States were engaged 
with Great Britain, afforded them, as they believed, a 
safe opportunity to satiate sagain their angry pas^ons. 
In addition to former animosities retained, British 
emissaries had been among them, engaged to excite 
and encourage them to opposition. Arms and ammu- 
nition, from Pensacola, having been liberally fiimished, 
and a belief strongly inspired, that the Americans could 
be driven off, and the lands th^ possessed re-gained by 
the Indians, they at once resolved upon the course th^ 
would pursue. The dreadful and cruel assault made 
on the settlement of Tensaw, was the first intelligenoe 
afforded, of the lengths which they had determined ta 
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go. The secnrity of the fixmtiers, requiring that eft- CHAP, 
cient measures should be taken to defend them, itivas^^^^ 
time for the government to abandon ihat moderation .^g^^ 
and forbearance they had hithertb practised towards 
these tribes. The legislature of Tennessee, being in 
session at the time, with a promptness h^;hly honoura- 
ble, called out the forces of the state, without giving 
the general government iirfbrmation of the threatened 
danger, and waiting the result To protect an exten- 
sive country, by erecting garrisons, and relying on 
them for defence, did not appear to Jackson a course 
likdy to assure its object. He determined, with the 
titxips he could collect on so sudden an emergency, to 
carry the war to their very doors ; and, by giving them 
employment at home, divert them from their plans, 
and force them to adopt measures of defence. Urgii^ 
the contractors, therefore, to be diligent m the discharge 
of their duties, and to forward supplies, with all possi- 
ble haste, he took a portion at Fort Strother, in the 
enemy^s country. The batde of TaUadega, which 
shordy afterwards followed, gave a severe check, 
induced them to believe they were contending with a 
different kind of people from what they had expected, 
and might have convinced tiiem, too, that the promis- 
ed saferir, offered by their prophets, through tlieir 
spdls and incantations, was mere mockery and non- 
sense t yet so delude were they, and so confidently 
believing in the supernatural powers of these men, that 
they were ready to attribute a want of success to 
circumstances, over which these inspired prophets 
could, in future, ckum control : but at length, when 
k was discovered that the prophets themselves did 
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CHAP, not fKfpe tifnt fett% which attpodojl 4dr uwriooi 
'' in battle, tjatf \KgVk to think, either that tbey hud 



ig^. never beefi commis^paedt or that the Grei^ Spin0g 
for son^e unknown cause, ha4 b^x^me ofireD4ed, and 
withck^wn hi3 confidence. 

Had Jackson been enabledt at thi» time, to have 
prosecuted die campaign, it mig^t have had a muc^ 
earlier conclusion; but although h^ had, at the finf 
onset, obta^)ed advantages, fix)m which much honel^ 
BUght have aiisen, yet, bora the want of prefer ejfjer- 
liaos on the part of the contractors, he washaltedft and 
compelled to retrace his steps back to Fort Strother. 
From the delays unavoidably met with hi^'e, flow^ 
those grievances which gave a check to further opera< 
tions. The wint^, against wluch Ins trocgp^ wer^ 
illy provided, wa^ fiiat ai^proaching ;. hardsbiyi^, apd 
hunger, which was ak^y presaing) W^ a. l^ng ^ 
£itiguing can^paign in prospect, pjieseoitiag a ^housfuid 
imaginary difficulties, excited discaptenta, wluch pre- 
sently broke out into open mutiny ; a|i4 al^iou^ th^ 
intention of the volunteers, to desert the service, apd 
retire home, was prevented, by the sten^ and resob^ 
conduqt of their general, yet they were l^eby u^it- 
ted for th^ duties of the field, because entire eonfide^ge 
was no Ipngor to be rqxxsed. To venture wilh supj^ 
troops, who, whilst die tomahawk and scalpii^ kn^ 
were uplifted, to wrea^ vengeance on , their devoted 
ijx>ntiers, were coolly construii^ the effect apd iq^g^npig 
of laws, was too unsafe a reliance, fc^ a cocnniiander, 
whose first object was to impress on the minds of the 
savages, the determination and strength of the govcam-. 
ment he represented. I^ was adventuring too largdy ; 
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fm, should ^ae$t fesidt, the diftcnhy of diawingCHAP. 
a new «my to the fields would be increased, ^^^^pvA^ 
tJiat ooiifideiice m titxyps, so eesaitial to co^ ,g^^ 

ceas^ would tbereby be lost It vms bdieved to be a 
safer course, to permit them to depart, and await the 
arrival of anodier foroe. These circumstances had a 
tendeacjr to encourage the Incitiana, and protract the 
war. IhA Ae volunteers proceeded widi the anima- 
tion nod bmvery which characterized them in the bat- 
tle tb^ had just fought, they would have gradually ac- 
quired a confidence, which would have rendered them 
an overmatch fi)r Indian valour and cunning ; whilst by 
Qoefiirlher sucoessfid effort, they mi^have dispirited 
die enemy, and ended the campaign. But the arrival 
of a i6ScKxA description of troops, and the confusion 
into which tbcy were thrown at the batde of Enoti- 
chopco, had encouraged the savages, and induced 
them to think the contest by no means a hazardous 
one. That despondency, which had resulted (com 
dienr previous defeats, was from this moment fiorgot- 
ten; and, again inspirited, they looked to the accom- 
pliahroept of their object, with hopes of certainty even 
greater tiian before. Perhaps, however, it is wdl that 
events transpired in die way they did. Had peace 
been restored in consequence of early fears excited, it 
might have lasted only until a fisivourable opportunity 
occurred ofagain breaking it; but the war having con* 
tinued, until Ae hopes, die strengdi, and spirit of the 
oakion were exhausted, nothing serious b now to be 
spprdiended, fiom any hostile <Usposition that may 
Wreafter be manifested. Other advantages will also 
wsslt The uniform and luiintemipted successes, * 






May 



1B2 LIFE OF G«N. JACKSON. 

CHAP, obtained over.lheiny in aH our bottles, w31 impress the 
^^.,^^^^ minds of die savages in our limits, wiAt a Mg^ier rc- 
igj^ verence for die character of our nation, than diejr have 
hitherto indulged; §^e protecdon to our cidzens; 
and ensure that securi^ to die govermnent, ^liuch the 
mildness it has practised, and the tribute it has con- 
stanfly given them for their peace j has, heretofixre, jie* 
ver been able to effect ; they will tend to destroy the 
influence held ova* diem by odier nations ; and bring 
them to a conviction, that the United States is the on* 
ly power, whose hostility they should fesff, or whofle 
friendship they should prize. 

It was now eight months since general Jackson 
had left home, to arrest the progress of the Imfian 
war; during most of which time, he had been in a si- 
tuation of bodily infirmity, that woidd have directed a 
prudent man to hb bed, instead of the fidd. Durii^ 
this period, he had never seen his fiimily, ot been 2iy 
sent from the army longer than to visit Deposit, and 
arrange with his contractors some certain plan to guard 
agsunst a future failure of supplies. His health was 
still delicate, and rendered retirement essential to its 
restoration; but his uniformly successful and good 
ccmduct, had brought him too conspicuously beSatt 
die public, for any odier sentiment to be indulged, than 
diat he should be placed, with an important command, 
in the service of the United States. 

The resignation of general Hampton, enabled the 
government, in a short time, to afford him an evidence 
of die respect It entertained for his services and cfaa* 
racter. A notice of his appointment as brigadier and 
brevet major general, was forwarded on the 23d of 
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May, from the war department Gencnl Harrison CHAP, 
baving, about this time, for some cause, become ^'y^^j,.^^ 
gusted with die conduct of the government towards ^^^^ 
him, had refiised to be longer considered one of herj^cksonis 
militBiy actOTs ; to supply which vacancy, a commis- JJ^^^^ 
sion of major general was immediately fiarwarded toneni. 
JacksQD. 

The contest with the Indians being ended ; the first 
and pviacipal object of the government was, to enter 
ifkto some de&iitive arrangemirat, which should de- 
pdve of success, toy effixt that might hereafter be 
made> by odder powers, to enlist these savages in their 
wars. None was so well calculated- to'answer this end, 
as that of restricting their limits, so as to cut off their 
commumcation with British and Spani^ agents, in 
(last Florida. 

The citizens of Tennessee, learning that commis- 
sioners were £q>pointed for the accomplishment of this 
purpose ; and believing themselves as much, or more 
interested than others, in having such a disposition 
made, as should give complete security to their bor- 
ders, petitioned the government that one might be se- 
lected firom dieir state. The efforts they had made to 
qiect what had been done; and the interests they had 
bvolved, were considerations that the president did 
not scruple to admit. He accordingly associated ge- 
nend Jackson in the mission, and again required his 
services for the establishment of a peace, on such terms 
as should promise to be permanent. The circum- 
stance of colonel: Hawkins being appointed, was an ad- 
ditional reason, why any sdicitude had been felt, or 
any petition forwarded* He may have been deceived, 
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CHAP, and maf have foiiBded tns opinioDS upon data* presum- 
,ed to be ooffect ; but lus contmittd declarations^ tHat 



^^^ . the Creek Indians intended a rigid adherence to dieir 
treaties, at the yeiy moment the^ were jdanning thdr 
niurdeioos schemes against die fiontiers, ledthe west- 
em peo^e to fear, diat Us agency had lasted too loi^, 
to hope that he would steadily pursue that course, 
wUch the safeQr and interest of the country required* 
On the lOdi of July, die general, widi a snudl retl- 
United ^^^9 1^^^^^ ^^ Akribaoia ; and on the 10th of August 
States succeeded in procuring the execution of a treaty, h 
gotiation which die Indians pledged diemsdves, no more to list*- 
indiaiis. ^^ to foreign emisdaiies, — to hold no commumcation 



widi British or ^»niah ganisons ; guaranteed to the 
United States, the right of erecting militaiy posts in 
their country, and a free nav^don of all their waters* 
They stipulated furdier, diat diey would sulfer no agent 
or trader to pass among them, or hold any kind of 
commerce or intercourse with dieir nation, mdess spe- 
ciaOy deriving Ins authority from the president dTthr 
United States. 

To setde the bo\mdary, defining the extent of territo- 
ly to be secured to the Creeks, smd diat wluch dief 
would be required to surrender, was attended wi^ 
some difficidty ; and was increased by the intrigues of 
the Cherokee nadon, who sought to obtsun from them, 
sudi an acknowledgment of thdr tines, as would give 
them a considerable pordcm of country, never attadied 
to their claim. The Creeks had heretofore permitted 
dus tribe to extend its setdements as low down ttie 
Coosa as die moudi of WUls' creek. It was insisted, 
now, in private caucus, dmt as diey were about to sur- 
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render all their countiy, lying on Tennessee river, Uiqr ^^,^^* 
should, previously to ^gning the treaty, acknowledge^^.^^^^ 
the extension of the Cherokee boundary, which would ^g ^^ 
secure their claim against that of the United States. 
The only reply obtained from the Creeks, was, that 
jthey could not lie, by admitting what did not in reality 



The United States might, without violence to those 
filings benevolence excites, have demanded the whole 
CQuntiy, and either have treated the Indians as vassals, 
or admitted them into their national compact, with such 
rights of citizenship, as, from their peculiar habits of 
li&, they were calculated safely to u^e and enjoy ; but 
the humane and generous policy, which had been se- 
dulously maintained, in all transactions with the sava- 
ges, within their limits, induced the government to re- 
quire, in the cession, only such portion of their coun- 
try as should bar every avenue to foreign intrigue, and 
give additional strength to those sections of the imion, 
wluch, from their limited extent of territory, and con- 
sequent limited population, were unable to afford suf- 
ficient supplies, for the subsistence of an army, or to 
give a partial check to the inroads of an invading ene- 
my. The lines defined by the treaty were so arrang- 
ed, as fully to meet these objects. Sufficient territo- 
ry was acquired on the south, to give secmity to the 
Mobile settlements, and western borders of Georgia, 
which had often felt the stroke of Indian vengeance 
and cruelty ; while, at the same time was efiected, the 
important purpose of separating them fix)m the Se- 
minole tribes, and our unfriendly neighbours in East 
Florida. To Madison county, and the fh)ntiers of Ten- 

A a 
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CHAP, nessee, an assuiance of safeQr yms given, bjr the set* 
' ^dements which would be aflSorded on the lands stretdh 
ing along die Tennessee river; whilst die ezteiit of 
die cession west of the Coosa, would cut off aH com- 
municadon with the Chickasaws and Choctaws, and 
prevent, in future, the passage erf* those emissaries fiom 
the nordi-westem tribes, vdio, during the present war^ 
had so industriously fomented the discontents of the 
Creels, and excited them to hostility. It is a happjr 
consideration, that whilst these advantages were bb- 
t^ed, no material injury was done those vanquished 
people. Their country, extensive as it was, presented 
no inducements to the hunters, which could, as here- 
tofore, be relied on with certainty ; and, for all the pur- 
poses of agriculture, the part preserved to them was 
more than sufficient, for fifty times the population it 
contained. It may appear plausible in tfaeoiy, but prac- 
tice will always disprove the idea, that the civifizatiop 
of Indians can be effected, whilst, scattered through an 
immense wilderness, they are left to pursue their wan- 
dering habits of life. Inured to their own manners, 
from the earliest period, it certainly would not ansveer 
to innovate at once upon their ancient customs ; but, 
were their extensive wilds gradually reduced, so, in 
proportion, would the benefits resulting fit>m hunting, 
and wandering through the forest, subside, until at 
last, necessity would prompt them to industiy and 
agriculture, as the only certain and lasting means of 
sypport. 

Unwilling to resort to any other mode of living, than 
that to which they had been always accustomed ; and 
satisfied that their means of subsistence would be lost 
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m the surrender of their countiy, they remained obsti- CHAP, 
^tely opposed to any arrangement . Before being fi- y^^^^^^ 
pally acted upon, the treaty was fully debated in coun- - « - - 
cU, axid the voice of the nation decided against it. 
Jackson had already submitted the views of his go- 
yemment, and now met them in council, to learn their 
determination. He was answered by die Big Warri(»r, 
a fiiendly chief, and one of their first orators, who de- 
clared the reluctance they felt, in yielding to the de^ 
nutf^d, from a cppviction of the consequences involved, 
ioicl the Stresses it mu^t inevitably bring upon them. 
Tl^ firm and dignified eloquence of this untutored ora- 
^, evinced a nerve and force of expression, that might 
not h^ve passed unnpticed, before a more highly po- 
liced assembly : the cpnclusion of his speech is giv- 
en, for the satisfaction of such as can mark the bold 
display of savage genius, and admire it when discover- 
M. Having unfolded the causes that produced the 
W^r, ;md admitted that they had been preserved alone 
\}j die army which had hastened to their assistance ; 
he urged, that although, in justice, it might be requir- 
ed of tfaem, to defiray the expenses incurred, by the 
transfier pf a part of their .country, yet the demand was 
premajture, because the vr^ party was not conquered : 
they had only fled away, and might yet return. He 
portrayed the habits of the Iixdians, and how seriously 
tbey would be affected by the required surrender ; and 

thus concluded : 

" The president, our fiither, advises us to honesty Speech of 
and fairness, and promises that justice shall be done : warrior, 
I hcpe and trust it will be ! I made this war, which *"5*^""^' 
has proved so fetal to my country, that the treaty en- 
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CHAP, tcred into, a long time ago, with &tfaer Washington, 
^might not be broken. To his friendly arm I hold 
fast I will never break that chain of friendship we 
made together, and which bound us to stand to the 
United States. He was a fether to the Muscoga peo- 
ple ; and not only to them, but to all &e people beneath 
the sun. His talk I now hold in my hand. There 
sits the agent he sent among us. Never has he bro- 
ken the treaty. He has lived wth us a long time* 
He has seen our children bom, who now have chil- 
dren. By his direction, cloth was wove, and clothes 
were made, and spread through our country ; but the 
red sticks came, and destroyed all, — ^we have none 
now. Hard is our situation, and you ought to con- 
sider it. I state what all the nation knows : nothing 
will I keep secret 

" There is the Litde Warrior, whom colonel Haw- 
kins knows. While we were giviog satisfaction fat 
the murders that had been committed, he proved a 
mischief-maker ; he went to the Britislx on the lakes ; 
he came back, and brought a package to the frontiers^ 
which increased the murders here. This conduct has 
already made the war party to suffer greatiy : but, al- 
though almost destroyed, they will not yet open their 
eyes, but are still led away by the British at Pensacola. 
Not so with us : we were rational, and had our senses 
— we yet are so. In the war of the revolution, our 
father beyond the waters, encouraged us to join him^ 
and we (Md so. We had no sense then. The pro- 
mises he made were never kept We were young 
and foolish, and fought with him. The British can 
no more persuade us to do wroi^ : they have de« 
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ceived us once, and can deceive us no moit. You CHAP, 

VI 
are two great people. If you go to war, we will 

have no concern in it ; for we are not able to fight. 
We wish to be at peaoe with every nation. If they 
offer me arms, I will say to them. You put me in 
danger, to war agsunst a people bc»n in our own land. 
Xhey shall never force us into danger. You shall ne« 
ver see that our chiefs are boys in council, whovrill be 
forced to do any thing. I talk thus, knowing that &• 
dier Washington advised us nevar to interfe^ in wars. 
He told us that those in peace were the happiest peo- 
ple. He told us that if an enemy attacked him, he 
had warriors enough, and did not wish his red children 
to help him. If the British advise us to any thing, I 
wll tdl you,— not hide it fi:t>m you. If they say we 
must fight, I will tell them, No !" 

The war party not being cntiBely subdued, was but 
a pretext to avoid the demand ; presuming diat if the 
council should break up, without any thing being defi- 
nitely done, they might, in part, or perhaps altogether, 
avoid what was now required ; but the inflexibility of 
the person wth whom they were tilting, evinced to 
them, that however just and well-founded might be 
their objections, the policy under which he acted was 
too clearly defined, fi)r an abandonment of his demand 
to be at all calculated upon. Shelocta, one of their 
chiefs, who had united with our troops, at the com- 
mencement of the war ; who had marched and fought 
with them in all their batdes ; and had attached to 
himself strongly the confidence of the commanding 
general, now addressed him. He tcM him of the re- 
gard he had ever felt for his white brothers, and with 
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CHAP, what zed he had exerted himadf topeaenrc peace, 
' and keqi in friendship wth them; when his e^Eortft 



had £ukd, he had taken up anns ag^dnst lus Qwn coun- 
try, and fought against Us own people ; tha^ he W93 
not opposed to yi^dii^ the lands hpng on the Alaba* 
ma, idiich would answer die purpose of cuttii^ <^ 
any intercourse widi the Spaniards ; but die country 
west o£ the Coosa, he wished to be preserved to die 
nadoo. To effect diis, he appealed to the feelings d 
Jackson ; toki him erf" the dangers they had passed to* 
gedier ; and of hb fidtfafulness to him, in the tvyiiig 
scenes duxmgfa which th^ had gone. 

There were, indeed, none whose voice ought sooner 
to have been heard than Shdocta's. None had ren- 
dered greater services, and none had been more fidth-* 
ful. He had claims, growing out of his fiddity, that 
few odiers had : but his wishes were so much at vari- 
ance with what Jackson considered the interest of his 
country required, that he was answered without hesi- 
tation. *^ You know," said he, ^^ that the part you 
desire to retain is that through which the intruders and 
mischief-makers from the lakes reached you, and urg- 
ed your nation to those acts c^ violence, that have in- 
volved your people ki wretchedness, and your country 
in ruin. Through it leads the padi Tecumseh trod, 
when he came to visit you : that path must be stop- 
ped. Until this be done, your nation cannot expect 
happiness, nor mine security. I have already told you 
the reasons for demanding it : they are such as ought 
not,-— cannot be departed from. This evening must 
determine whedier or not you are disposed to become 
friendly. Your rejecting the treaty will show yow to 
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be the enemies of ttie United States, — enemies even CHAP, 
to yourselves." He admitted it to be true, that the ^^' 



war was not ended, but that thb was an additional ^^tA 

1814. 

reasofii why the cession should be made ; that then a 
line ^woidd be drawn, by which his sddiers would be 
able to distinguish and know thdr friends. <^ When 
our armies," continued he, ^^ came here, the hostile 
party had even stripped you of your county : we re* 
toc^ it, and now offer it to you ; — ^dieirs we propose 
to retain. Those yvbo are diq>osed to give effect to 
the tready, will sign it. Thejr will be witfain our ter- 
ritory ; will be protected and fed ; and no enemy of 
theirs or ours shall molest them. Those who are op- 
posed to it shall have leave to retire to Pensacola. 
Here b the paper : tsd^e it, and showtfae president who 
are his friends. Consult, and this evening let me 
know who will sign it, and who will not. I do not 
wish, nor will I attempt, to force any of you ; — act as 
you think proper." 

They proceeded to deliberate and re-examine the co'nciud^' 
course they should pursue, which terminated in tiieir ^^^ 
assent to the treaty, and the extension of those advan- di^n*- 

•^ ' . Aug. 10. 

tages that had been msisted on.^ 

• It was agreed that the line should begin where the Che- 
^rokee southern boundary crossed the Coosa, to run down that 
riyer to Woe-tum-ka, or the Big Falls, and thence eastwardlj 
to Georgia. East and north of this line, containing upwards 
of one hundred and fifty thousand square miles, remained to 
the Indians. West and south was secured to the United 
States. There are not many nations in the world, that would 
haTe acted with such justice and lenity towards a vanquished 
people. The country had been conquered and won, at con- 
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CHAP. Every attention had been ^ven, during the nego- 
^tiation, to impress on the minds of the savages the 
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ftiderable expense, and loss. Few governments, under sndi 
circumstances, would have done less tiuui to have taken what 
best suited their convenience, without attempting to bargain 
at all upon the subject ; more especially when it occupied a 
space of more than two hundred miles, through which the 
western people, seeking a market on the ocean, were under 
the necessity of passing, on their return home ; and where, 
for the want of accommodation, numerous exposures and 
hardships were encountered. Scarcely, however, had the 
treaty been entered into, when every Iribe in the neighbour- 
hood, the Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Cherokees, asserted 
their claims^ each, to a part of the cession, which frittered it 
down to a mere nothing. The latter set up a title to the 
whole extent, lying along the Tennessee river» and succeeded 
in having it recognized by the government. The other two, 
gathering confidence from their success, came forward, and 
were no less fortunate. The United States, to remove every 
ground of complaint, opened a negotiation with these Indians, 
and purchased their interest at the price that was demanded. 
When it is considered that these claims were set up by incon- 
siderable clans, which might, at a word, have been hushed to 
silence, it affords the highest eulogy on the justice and mag- 
nanimity of our government, that, instead of attempting any 
exercise of its power, for the furtherance of its views, their 
complaints were heard, and peaceably quieted, by paying them 
the equivalent they required. 

The liberality of the act is more apparent, when it is taken 
into consideration, that the claim of the Creek Indians was 
unquestionably the best. The coming of the other tribes to 
this section of country can be traced by Indian traditional 
history. ^^ Some came from the west, beyond the great river 
Mississippi $ others from the north f^ but the same record 
knows nothing of the Creeks. So far back as it extends, they 
are known as the most numerous and warlike of the southern 
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lev reinaining in firiendship ; fdr^although 
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all apprehensions of their acting in concert, as a na- 
tion, had subsided, yet it was important to leave their 
nunds &voiiiiably impressed, lest the wandering fugi- 
tives, scattered in considerable numbers towards ^e 
£scambia and Pensacola, might, by continuing hos- 
tile, associate with them more of their countrymen, — 
attach themselves to the British, should they appear in 
the south, aid them by their numbers, and pilot them 
through the country* 

This retreat of the savages, in East Florida, was 



tribes, and are spoken of as coming oat of the ground. Pos- 
session, with Indians, is the only evidence of title. Their 
country, always defined by natural objects, belongs to the 
next occupant, when once they have abandoned it. The tra- 
dition of their origin, reaching to a period long anterior to the 
time when other tribes settled on their borders, proves them 
to have been the first proprietors of the soil : the country was 
never abauidoned by tiiem : being the most warlike and pow- 
erful, it has never been wrested from them by conquest : the 
conclusion follows, that they must be still the owners, and 
that other tribes, as they allege, have acquired a residence 
only through their permission and indulgence. If power, this 
improvement on the principles of national law, and legitimate 
rule of modern times, had been made the appeal, between a 
government strong as the United States, and such inconsi- 
derable IndiiCh hordes, there can be no question, as to the 
manner the difference might have been settled : yet the admi- 
nistration, rather than leave themselves open even to suspi- 
cion, preferred and obtained the title of these people, at an 
expense of at least three hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
Let other nations, if they can, produce an act of theirs, which, 
for justice and liberality, can be compared with this. 

B b 
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CHAP, always looked upon as a place, whence the United 
^^^^^^^ States might apprehend serious difficulties to arise. 
1814. '^^^ ^'^^^ ^^ doubt but that the British, through this 
channel, with the aid of the governor, had protected 
the Indians, and supplied them with arms and ammu* 
mtion ; ncMr was it less certain, but that, through thdr 
art and address, they had been excited to the outrages 
which had been heretofore committed* It was an idea 
entertained by Jackson, at the commencement of the 
Creek war, that the proper and best mode of proceduic 
would be to push his army through the nation ; gain 
this den, where vegetated so many evils ; and, by hold- 
ing it, effectually cut off their intercourse, and means 
of encouraging the war : but the unexpected difficulties 
which we have before noticed, had suppressed the exe** 
cudon of his well-digested plans, and left him to pur- 
sue his course as circumstances, and the obstacles met 
with, would permit. The assistance which, during the 
war, had been continually afforded these people, from 
Pensacola, induced him, once mcHe, to turn his atten^* 
* tion there ; and he now strongly urged on govern- 
ment the propriety of attacking and breaking doym 
this strong hold, whence so many evils had already 
flowed, and whence greater ones were yet to be ex- 
pected* His busy mind, actively engaged, while em- 
ployed in setding all differences at Fort Jackson, wb$ 
seeking, through every channel that could afford it, 
information as to the designs of the British against the 
southern parts of the Union. The idea had been pre- 
valent, and was generally indulged, that, so soon as 
the severity of approaching winter should put a stop 
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tt> acdve opoations on the Canada frontier, with all CHAP, 
their disposable force, they would turn thdr attention 
against the aouthem states, and there attempt to gain 
8ome decisive advantage. New Orleans, with one con- 
sent, was fixed upon as the point tioat most probably 
would be assailed. The circumstance of there being so 
many there, who had never been thought to entertain 
any weU*founded regard for the country in wlwh they 
livedo togedier with a large black population, which it 
was feared might be excited to insurrection and mas- 
sacre, were reascxis which strongly led to this con* 
clu^on. 

Gaieral Jackson having understood, that that com- 
fort and aid, which had been already so liberally ex- 
tended, was still alRxded by ihe Spanish governor to 
the hostile Indians, who had fled fix>m the ravages of 
the Creek war, cherished the belief that his conduct 
was such as deservedly to exclude him from that {HX)- 
tection to which, under other circumstances, he would against 
be entitled, from the professed neutrality of Spain. At 
sdl events, if the improper acts of the Spanish agents 
would not authorize the American government openly 
to redress herself for the unprovoked injuries she had 
received, they were such, he believed, as would justify 
any course that had for its object the putting ihem 
down, and arresting their continuance. In this point 
of view he had already considered it, when, on his way 
to the Alabama, he received certain information, that 
about three hundred English troops had landed ; were 
fortifying at the mouth of the Apalachicola ; and were 
endeavouring to excite the Indians to war. No time 
was lost, in ^ving the government notice of what 
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CHAP- was passing, and the course by him deemed most ad* 
visable tq be pursued. The advantages to be secured 
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by the possession of Pensacola, he had frequently ui^^ 
ed. Whether it was that the government beheld things 
in a different point of view, or, being at peace with 
Sp^n, was willing to encounter partial inconveniences, 
rather than add her to the number of our enemies, no 
order to that effect was yet given. In detailing to the 
secretary of war wh^t had been communicated to him, 
he remarks : *^ If the hostile Creeks have taken refuge 
in Florida, and are there fed, clothed, and protected ; 
if the British have landed a lai^ force, munitions of 
war, and are fortifying and stirring up the savages ; 
will you only say to me, raise a few hundred militia, 
which can be quickly done, and with such regular 
jbrce as can be conveniently collected, make a descent 
upon Pensacola, and reduce it? If so, I promise you, 
the war in the south shall have a speedy termination, 
and English influence be for ever destroyed with the 
savages in this quarter." 

> Notwithstanding this and other Applications to the 
government, he was still unable to obtain an answer : 
nothing was returned, that could be construed into a 
permissicm of, or command to abstain from, the execu- 
tion of his project. At length, cm die 17th of Januaiy, 
1815, afler die British army had been repulsed at New 
Orleans, and the descent on f^t Florida almost for- 
gotten, through the post office department, dated the 
18th of July, 1814, he received the following letter 
fix)m general Armstrong, the then secretary at war : 
im- " The case you put is a very strong one : and if all 

fetteif ^ die circumstances stated by you unite, the conclusion 
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is iiresisdble. It becomes our duty to cany our arms CHAP, 
where -we find our enemies. It is believed, and I am^^,.,^^.!^ 
so directed by the, president to say^ that there is a dis- . g. . 
posi^on en the part of the Spanish government, not to 
break with the United States, nor to encourage any 
' conduct on the part of her subor^Unate agents, having 
a tendency to such rupture. We must, therefcare, in 
dns case, be careful^to ascertain facts, and even to dis- 
tinguish what, on the part of the Spanish authorities, 
may be the eSkct of menace and compulsion, or of 
4idr choice and policy : the result of this inquiry^ must ^ 

govern. Kthey adnut, feed, arm, and co-operate with 
the British and hostile Indians, we must strike on the 
toroad principle of self-preservation c-»under other and 
differoit circumstances, we must fcx'bear." 

That this state of things did actually exist ; that the 
&itish weve fiivourably received, and every assistance 
necesssuy to a continuance of hostilities extended to 
the Indians, the government had been already appriz 
ed, by the frequent communications made to them on 
die subject Had this letter reached him in time, it 
would have at once determined general Jackson on the 
course to be pursued, and on the execution of his de- 
sign : how it was so long delayed we know not, nof 
stdU we pretend to conjecture. We would, however, 
recommend in aU cases, where a measure is to be 
proceeded in, either 6ma necessity, or a well-found- 
ed apprehen^on of its propriety, that the government 
dKHild adopt it without fear or trembling, or a regard 
to the consequences involved; nor leave to be de- 
termined by the success or fidlure of the design, whe«^ 
^er an officer acting upon his own responsibility, and 
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CHAP, for the good of his country, shall become the subject 
' of commendation or reproof. 



His first attention, on arriving at Fort Jackson, had 
been directed to a subject, which he believed to be of 
greater importance than making treaties ;— to establish 
some plan, by which he might be constantly advised, 
during his stay, of those schemes that were agitating 
in the south : believing that every passing event might 
be readily obtained through the Indians, who could go 
among the British, without in the least exciting suspi* 
cion: he had required colonel Hawkins to procun 
' some who were confidential, and might be certainly re- 
lied on, to proceed to Deer island, and return as.early 
as they could obtain c(»rect infi^rmation of the strength, 
views, and situation of the enemy. In about fifteen 
days they came back, confirmmg the statemoit, that a 
considerable English force had arrived, and was then 
in the bay of St Rose ; that muskets and ammuniticxi 
had been given to the Indians, and runnars despatgh^d 
to the different tribes, to invite them to the coast. 

Satisfied that such permissions, by a neutral power, 
were too grievous to be borne, he addressed a letter 
to the governor of Pensacola, and assured him he had 
undeirstood, that evexy protection and assbtance wai^ 
furnished the enemies of the United States, withki 
his territory ; requested him to state whether or not 
the fact were so, and to surrender to him such of the 
chiefs of the hostile Indians, as were with him. <^ I 
rely," continued he, ^'on the existing fiioidship of 
Spain, and that neutrality which she should observe, 
as authority for the demand I make." The governor's 
fuiswer, which shortly afterwards was received, evinc* 
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cd nothing of that conciliatxiiy temper which was look- CHAP, 
cd foT) and lefitno hope of procuring any other redress, 



tiban that which might be obtained throng his fears. . g^^ 
This^ however, was a matter which required to be ma- 
naged with great caution. Spam and die United States 
were at peace ; to reduce any part of her territory , and 
take possession of it, in exclusion of her authority, 
might be construed such an aggression, as to induce 
her into the war. On the other himd, to suffer her, 
with open arms, to receive our enemies, and permit 
Aiem to make every prqparation within her ports, for 
invading and attacking our country, were outrages too 
mcMifltrous to be borne, and should, in the opinion of 
Jackson, be remedied, let the consequences in prospec- 
tive be what they m^t. Although these things had 
been eamesdy pressed upon the consideration of the 
war department, no answer to his repeated solicitations 
on the subject, had been received. On his own re- 
sponsibility, to ddvance in the execution of a measure, 
which involved so much, when his government was, 
and had for some time, been in possession of all the 
circumstances, was risking too much. Yet, were it 
ddayed longer, every day might give Pensacola ad- 
ditiond strength, and increase the danger attendant on 
its reduction. Undetermined, under considerations 
like these, he resolved upon another expedient, — to 
despatch a messenger, to lay open to the governor the 
ground of his complaint, — to obtain fix)m him a decla- 
nttion of his intention, as regarded the course he meant 
to adopt, and pursue, — and to ascertain whether he de- 
igned to make subsisting treaties between the two na- 
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CHAP, tions, the basb of his conduct, or to pursue a strange 
^^..^^^^^and concealed course, which, under the garb of pre- 
^^^^ tended friendship, cloaked all the realities of war. The 
propriety of delivering up die hostile Indians, who were 
with him, to atcxie for the violation of existing treaties, 
and the rights of humanity, was again pressed and so- 
licited. 

A rejdy was not concluded on, by the governor, for 
some time ; owing to a very considerable doubt that 
harassed his mind, w^hether it would not be more pro- 
per to return it without an answer, ^^ in imitation d 
the c(H)duct of general Floumoy, acting in confonnity 
to the cmlers of Mr. Madison." But, having con^- 
dered the matter, quite maturely and deliberately, he 
at length came to the conclu^on, to wave the exam- 
> pie set him by the president, and act in obedience 
to those ^* high and generous feelings, peculiar to the 
Spanish character." 

In answer to the request, that the hostile Indians 
should be ddivered up, he denies that they were vdth 
^^^or 1^9 '' ^t that time," ch* that he could, on the ground 
Muue^' of hospitality, refuse them asastance, at a moment 
ques. when their distresses were so great; vor could he sur- 
render them, as he believed, without acting in open 
violation of the laws of nations, — ^laws, to which his 
sovereign had ever strictly adhered, and of which be 
had alr^y affcxded the United States abundant evi- 
dence, when he omitted to demand of them " the trai- 
tors^ insurgents, incendiaries, and assassins of hb chiefi^ 
namely, Guiterres, Toledo, and many others, whom 
die American, govermnent protected, and maintained 
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in committing hostilities, in fomenting the revolution, €HAP, j 

and in lighting up the flames of disconi in the internal^ L . / 

proivinces of the kingdom of Mexico." 

To the inquiry, why the English had been suffered 

to land in his province arms and ammunition, with a 

view of encouraging'the Indians to acts of hostility, he 

proceeded, with his same " national characteristic^'^ and 

asked if the United States were ignorant, that at the 

conquest of Florida, there was a treaty between jl^eat 

Britain and the Creek Indians, and whether they did 

not know, that it still existed between Spain and tiiose 

tribes ? ** But," continued he, " tiun your eyes to the 

inland of Ban^taria, and you will there perceive, that 

^mtfain the very territory of the United States, pirates 

are aWehered and protected, with the manifest design 

6f committing hostilities by sea, upon the merchant 

vessels of Spain ; and with such scandalous notoriety, 

^Aat the cargoes of our vessels, taken by them, have 

been sold in Louisiana." 

It is difficult to discover, by what system of logic it 
was, that governor Manrequez could trace any kind of 
analogy, between the Uhited States affording to a few 
of the patriots of South America, an asylum from the 
chains, oppressions, and persecutions, that were threat- 
ened to be imposed on them by Spanish tyranny ; and 
^ permitting within his limits, comfort, aid, and as- 
sistance, to be given the savages, that they might be 
better enabled to indulge in cruelty towards us. Nor 
can it be perceived, how the piracies of Lafite and his 
party, at Barrataria, and the successful smuggling 
which brought their jiunder into port, in open defi- 
ance of the law, could operate as a sufficieifr pretext 

c c 
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CHAP, for giving pfofection and indulgence, to an enemy 

tering his confines, and continuing there, with iIk 
avowed intention of waging war against a power, wilii 
which Spain professed to be in friendship ; and at ^te 
vety time, too, she claimed to be neutral. No* can 
^e see the force of the ailment, diat because Esg* 
l^had a treaty with the Creek Indians, which d^ 
terw^uxis devolved to Spain, the agents of his Catho- 
lic ii^jesty were, in consequence, justified in protect- 
ingithe savages in dieir murdors, or asasdng coyfsttr 
ly , as they did, in the war against us : how die cqb- 
clutions were arrived at, we wifl leave with &e gover- 
nor to decide, at some moment, when, relieved fiom 
those high and honourable feelings, '^ peculiar to tibe 
Spanish character," reason may re-assert her empiry 
over him, and point the manner he was ebaUed to 
work out his strange results. 

The governor, however, had taken ius ground with- 
out suffering his reflections to go to the full extest* 
He had placed arm$ in the hands of the savages, **fat 
the purposes of self-defence ;" many of them were 
ikx^mg down,— m<M^ were yet expected. The Bii- 
tish had already landed a partial force, and a greater 
one was shortly locked for* Against this certain and 
expectal strer^, added to what his own reaoiiiMs 
could supply, he believed an American general woidd 
not venture to advance. These cofisiderations had kd 
him te assume his lofly tone,-*-^ aindgn the conduct 
of the United States in extinguidttng the Indian tatle 
on the Alabama, — ^in disregaiding and violating tbdr 
treaties, and to pomt out the danger to which the, re- 
storation, of peace in Europe might shortly expose 
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ihem. As yet he was ignorant of the endrgy of the CHABr 
Bian already near his borders, and who, to march. 



gainst and break down his fancied security, <&} not ^^^^ 
de^re to be ordered, but onlyto be af^zed by his 
country that it might be done. Jackson determined 
agom to adckeas ham, and to exfa^it foUy the grounda 
of accusation and complaint against him, in a style ait 
least as courtly as his own. 

** Were I ckithed," be remarks, ^^ with diplomatic 
powere, for the purpose of discussing the topics emr J-tjtt, 
braced in tiie wide range of injuries of which you pernor of 
compladn, and whioh have long since been adjusted, 1 1^^*^*^^' 
eoukl eaoiy demonstrate that the United States have 
been always inthftti to their treaties, steadfist in thra- 
firiendsMps, nor have ever chomed any thing diat was 
not WBRaated by justice. They have endured many 
insults from the governors and other officers of Spain, 
i^ck^ if sanctioned by their sovereign, amounted to 
acte of war, without any previous declaration on the 
subject Thqr have excited the savages to war, and 
lAnled them ^ means of waging it : the property of 
ourchizei^ has been captured at sea, and if con^pensa- 
Cion has not been refused, it has s^ least been withheld. 
But as no such powers have been delegated to me, I 
ahall nofateume them, but leave them to the represent- 
adK^es of our respective governments^ 

^* I have the honour of being entrusted vnifh the. 
command of this district. Charg^ with its protop- 
tion, and the safe^ of its citizens, I fed my ability to 
discharge die task, and tnist your excellency will al- 
ways find me ready and willing to go forward, in the 
pttRNrmaoce of that duty, whenever ciripumstances 
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CHAP. Jackson directly brought to the view of Ae govem- 
^^.y,^ ment the information he had recdved, and again urged 
1814. ^^ favourite scheme, the reduction of Pensacobi. 
" How long," he observed, **^will the United States 
pocket the reproach and open insults of Spain ? It is 
alone by a manly and dignified course, that we ean 
secure respect fix)m other nations, and peace to our 
own. Temporizing policy is not only a disgrace, bnt 
a curse to any nation^ It is a fact^ diat a British cap- 
tain of marines is, and has been for some time, en- 
gaged in drilling and organizing the fugitive Credcs, 
imder the eye of the governor ; endeavouring, by his 
influence and presents, to draw to his standard as weB 
tiie peaceable as the hostile Indians. If permission 
had been given nie to march against this place twoity 
days ago, I would, ere this, have planted th^e tihe 
American Eagle ; now we must trust alone to our 
valour, and the justice of our cause. But my present 
resources are so limited, — ^a sickly cKmate, as weB 

* 

as an enemy to contend with, and without the meaais 
of transportation, to change the position of my army, 
that, resting on the bravery of my litde phalanx, I can 
only hope for success.'* 

Many difficulties were presented ; and although 
anxious to carry into, execution a piupose which 
seemed so strongly warranted by necessity, he was 
wholly without the power of moving, even should he 
be directed to do so. Acting in a remote comer, which 
was detached, and thinly inhabited, the credit of bis 
government was inadequate to procure those things 
necessary and essential to his operations*; while the 
poverty of his quarter master's department pres^ited 
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but a dreary prospect for reliance* But to have all CHAP. 
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ttungs in a stalie of readiness for action, when the time 
should come to authprize it, he was directing his at- 
lentkni in the way most likely to effect it. The war- 
riors of the different tribes oS Indians were ordered to 
be marshalled, and taken into the pay of the govem- 
ment He addressed the governors of Tennessee, 
Louisiana, and the Mississippi territoiy, soliciting them 
to. be vigilant in the discharge of their duties. In- 
fijnnatian, he said, had reached him, which rendered 
it necessary HwX all the forces allotted ior the defence 
of the seventh ^^litary district, should be held in a 
state of perfect readiness, to march at any notice, and 
to any point they might be required. '* Dark and 
heavy clouds," he continues, ^^ hover around us. The 
energy and patriotism of the citizens of your states 
must dispel them. Our rights, our liberties, and free 
coQstitutions, are threatened. This noble patrimony of 
our fathers must be defended with the best blood of 
our coualiy : to do this, you must cany into effect the 
lequjsition of the secretary of war, and call forth your 
troops, without delay." 

On the day after completing his business at Fort sets out 
Jackson, he had departed for Mobile, to place the bUe. ° 
countiy in a proper state of defence. The third regi- 
ment, a part of the forty-fourth and thirty-ninth, were 
all the regular forces he could at this time command. 
Many reasons concurred, rendering it necessary that a 
sufficient force should be brought into the field, as 
ouiy as possible. Hb appeab to the people of Ten- 
aessee had been generally crowned with success ; and 
he had no doubt but that, he might yet obtain from 
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CHAP, them assistance, to emYAt iam to act defensively at 
^least, should any unexpected emergency arise, until 
tifie states already applied to, should have their quotas 
ready for the field. On the citizens of Louisiana and 
Misdssippi he believed he might* securely rdy, and 
diat their ardour would readily excite them, to con- 
tend with an enemy at their very doors. Well know- 
ing the delay, incidait to brin^g militia requisi- 
tions expeditiously forth, and fearing that some cir- 
cumstance might arise, to jeopardize the safety of the 
country, before the constituted authorities could act ; 
he had already despatched his adjutant general, colonel 
Butler, to Tennessee, with orders to raise volunteers, 
and have them in readiness to march to Ms relief, 
whenever it should be required. 

Every day's intelligence tended to confirm Ae be- 
lief that a descent would be made,-^most probably on 
New Orleans. * Anon3anous letters were secretly for- 
warded fix)m Pensacola, which found their way into 
the American camp. Many of the setders were ap- 
prized, by their friends, of the fears Aey entertained 
for their safety, and entreated to retire fit)m the gather- 
ing storm, which would soon burst, and entirely in- 
volve the lo^'er country in wo and ruin. Where cer- 
tainly to expect it, was unknown. The part bordering 
on Mobile might be assailed ; yet, taking into consi- 
deration, that no very immediate advantages could be 
obtEuned there, it was an event not much to be appre- 
hended. The necessity, however, of being prepared 
at all points, so far as the means of defence could be 
procured, was at once obvious ; for, as the general, in 
•one of his letters, remarked, " there was no telling 
where, or when, the spoiler might come." 
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There were now too many reascms to expect an CHAP, 
early vi^t, and too many causes to apprehend danger,^^^.^^^ 
not to wish that an efficient force were at hand. Co- ^g^ . 
lonel Butler was written to, and ordered to hasten for-> 
ward with the vohmteers he could procure^ and join orders 
hin^ without delay. The order reached him at Nash- from i^n- 
ville, on the 9th of September, and he engaged ac- IJ^^^j^^ 
tivdy in its execution. He directly applied to ge- 
neral Coffee, to advance with the mounted troops he 
could coll^rt A general order was issued, bringing 
to view the dangers dmt threatened, and soliciting 
those who were disposed to aid in protecting their 
country fix>m invasion, to rendezvous at Fayetteville, 
by the 28th instant The iqppeal wasAot ineffectual : 
although the scene of their operations was at least 
five hundred miles from their homes, the call was 
promptly obeyed ; and two thousand able-bodied 
m^, well supplied with rifled and muskets, appeared, 
at the appointed time, to march with the brave general 
Cc^Eee, who had so often led Ids troops to victory and 
honour. Ccdonel Butler, with his usual activity and 
industry, hastened to meet and push on the militia, 
under die command of colonel Lowery, which had 
been heretofore required fw garrisoning the posts in 
the Indian country ; whilst captains Baker and Butler, 
with the regular troops, lately enlisted, advanced to 
Mobile, where they arrived in fourteen days. By 
proper exertions, all things were presently in complete 
readiness ; and the troops, in high spirits, set out for 
the point to which danger and their country called 
them. 

D d 
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Colonel Nicbdls arriTes tt PentacoU, and issues a procbua* 
tion to the soathern inhabitaiits.— Att^k on Fort Bowyeri 
and loss of the Hermes. — Jackson determines to reduce 
Pensacola.— Demands of the gOTernor an explanation of his 
conduct ; his answer. — ^Enters, and takes possession of 
Fensacola^— Conduct and perfidy of the govemon— -i>e> 
stmction of Barrancas Fort.— Our troops return to Mobilfi. 
— Expedition against the Indians^ — ^General Winchester 
arrives, and Jackson proceeds to New Orleans. 



3H AP. WHETHER a £arce were thus concentrating to act 
^I* defensively against an invading enemy, or were intend- 
^^^^^^^ed to attack and break down dicir rallying point in the 
' Spanisli territory, wbexxcc they had it in their power to 
make sudden inroads on any part of our coast, as yet 
all was conjecture. It was a tiait in Jackson's chaxac* 
ter, tolock closely in his bosom all his determinations; 
it was only to a few, on whom he reposed with unli- 
mited confidence, that any intimation was given of his 
intendons. The ideacould scarcely be entertained, that 
at this time any hostility was meditated against Pensa- 
cda. The fi^uent a{^lications he had made to the 
war deportment, to be indulged in the execution of 
this purpose, without having obtained any directions 
or permission to do so, had placed a veto on the pro- 
ject, unless he should venture to assume and rid^ it 
on his own responsibility. 
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It iieas impossible that he should remain long in CHAP, 
doubt, as to the course best calculated to^assure defence,, 



or as to the ulterior objects of the enemy. Colonel |g^^ 
Nicholb, with a small squadron of his Britannic majes- 
ty's ships, arrived, the latter part of Auswt, and took Colonel 
tip his head quarters M^th governor Manrequez. He arrives at 
•was an Irishman, sent in advance by his royal mas- ^^""^^^ • 
ter, to sow dissensions among our people, aiid draw 
to his standard the malcontents and traitors of the 
country. His proclamation^ issued to the western and 
southern inhabitants, full of well-tumed periods, false 
statements, and high sounding promises, it ^vas hoped 
would lead them to the belief, that their govern- 
ment was fof^g for them chains ; that it had not to 
redress any injuries of its own, but through the mere 
dictum of the French emperor, declared war against a 
power, the freest, the happiest, the most moral and re- 
ligious on earth. He stated, that he was at the head 
of a force amply sufficient to reinstate them in those 
fiberties and enjoyments, of wlncb they had been be- 
reaved, by the deigns of " a contemptible few." That 
those disposed to imbrue their hands in die blood ol 
thdr countrymen might not quietly rest, doubting of 
the assurances given, he concluded by tendering, as 
security for all he had said and promised, " the sacred 
honotir of a British officer.* Perteps he could have 
vouchsafed nothing, that the American people would 
not have sooner relied on : it was a pledge in ^(rfuch 
past experience had told them they could not in safe- 
ty confide. To them it was a matter of surprise, 

• Sec note A. 
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CHAP, that a people from whom they had learned all they 
-^.„^^,^had ever known or felt of oppression, should come 
jgj^ to make them freer thap they were ; or that, groaiv 
ing themselves under a load of taxes, from which 
there was scarcely a hope of being ever relieved, 
they should come, with such apparent compas^on, and 
. great benevolence, to take away the burdens of those 
whom they despised, and on whom, for forty years, 
they had heaped nothing but contumely and reproach* 
Where it was this agent of Britain learned, that the 
citizens of the United States complained of burdens, 
heavily and unjustly imposed, we know not ; satisfied, 
however, are we, that it. was a murmur never breathed 
by die people at large. They had encountered pii-' 
various, and borne the " brunt of war ;" yet felt no 
solicitude that it should cease, until the assailed ho- 
nour and independence of their country were secured 
on a basis, firmer than befi)re. 
He had waited about two weeks, that his proclama- 
Septem. ^^^ xnight take efiectual hold, and prepare the infaabt* 
tants to open their bosoms to recdve him, when this 
delivering hero, aided by his Indian and Spanish al- 
lies, set out, to ascertain the effect it had wrought. 
His first visit was to Fort Bowyer, situat:ed on the ex- 
treme end of a narrow neck of land, about eighteen 
miles below the head of Mobile bay, and which com- 
mands the entrance. With the loss of one of his 
ships, and an eye, he had the mortification to learn, 
that he had been addressing an incorrigible race, who 
could be neither duped, flattered, nor flogged jntq 
submission. 
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Fort Bowyer hnd been heretofore abandoned ; and CHAP. 

VIT 

until the arrival of general Jackson in this section of 
the country, was ill calculated for senous resistance, 
On perceiving its importance, he immediately directed 
it to be placed in the best possible state of defence. 
So effectual was its situation, in a military point of 
view, as commanding the passes of those rivers which 
discharge themselves into the bay, that it was with him 
a matter of. surprise it had not been more regarded, 
and better attended to. 

Major Lawrence had the honour to command this 
spot, die gallant defence of which has given it cele- 
brity, and raised him to an elevated stand in the esti- 
mation of his country. That in Fensacola plans of 
(q;>eradon were digesting, which had for their object an 
invasion some where, was a fact to which Lawrence 
was not a stranger. A disposition to have his little 
fcxiress in such a state of readiness, as would place it 
in his power, should it be their object, to make a 
brave defence, had prompted him to the most vigorous 
exerticms. His whole strength was but one hundred 
and thirty men. By this Spartan band was evinced a 
confidence in each other, and an imshaken resolution, 
which left their brave commander no room to appre- 
hend dishonour to lus flag, even should defeat result. 

The 12th of September determined all doubt, as to 
the object the British had in view. The sentinels 
brought intelligence, that a considerable force, in In- 
dians, marines, and Spaniards, had landed ; and, the 
same day, two brigs and sloops hove in sight, and an- 
chored not far ^stant. 
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CHAP. The next day, some disposition was iKuinil^ed 

,^^^^^^^ by those who had been landed, to bring on the attack ; 

1814 ^^^ ^ ^^ fi^iti the fort forced them from their position, 

and compelled them to retire about two miles ; whence, 

attempting to throw up fortificaitions, they were agaki 

made to retreat. 

Until the ISth, nothing definitive took place. Eaily 
on that day, the signals passing from tiie ships to the 
shore, led Lawrence to believe an assault was intended, 
and would shortly be made. At half after four o'clodL 
in the evening, every thing being arranged, the Hermes 
in the van, commanded by sir W. H. Percy, and Ac 
others close in the rear, anchored within musket shot 
fire of the fort. From her near portion, suppknt- 
ed by the Caron, and brigs Sophia and Anaconda, 
Fort^Bowl Bio^nting, in all, ninety guns, she q>ened her broad-* 
y^' side. Colonel NichoUs and captsdn Woodbine, at the 
head of their detachment, commenced a simultaneous 
attack by land, with a twelve pound howitzer, at 
point blank distance ; but, from their sand bank fi^ti- 
fications they were too quickly driven, to be enabled 
to produce the slightest injury ; whilst their courage 
was wholly inadequate to carry it by storm. 

The action now raged with considerable violence. 
From the fort and ships was pouring a continual fire. 
The Hermes, having at length received a shot through 
her cable, was driven frt)m her anchorage, and floated 
with the stream. In this situation, she was thrown 
into a position, where, for twenty minutes, she re- 
ceived a severe raking fire, which did her considerable 
damage. In her disabled condition, it ^vas no longer 
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possible to control hor, whence, drifting with the cur- CHAP, 
renty she lun upon a sand bank, about seven hundred^^.^^^ 
yard$ distant, where, until late at night, she remained ^^^^ 
exposed to the guns from the fort Her commander, 
finding it impracticable to get her off, set her on fire, 
and abandoned her. She continued burning, imtil 
eleven o'clock, when ^e blew up. The Caron, next 
in advance to the Hermes, wa^ considembly injured, 
and with difficulty got out to sea. 
. It is worthy c^ remark, to show the difference 
in battle, between the two nations, to mark the ccm- 
duct of British and American officers, under cir- 
cumstances precisely similar. Whilst the battie rag- 
ed, the fU^ of the van ship was carried away, and 
at this moment she had ceased to fire. What had 
caused its disappearance, none couki tell : no other 
(^;uiUon was, or could with propriety be indulged, than 
that it had been hauled down, with a view to yield the 
contest, and surrender. Influenced by thb belief, Law- 
rence, with that generosity characteristic of American 
officers, immediately de^sted from further firing. The 
appearance of a new flag, and a broadside from the ship 
tiext the Hermes,, was the first intelligence received, 
that such was not the &ct ; and the contest again raged 
with renewed violence. It was but a few minutes, 
however, before the ftag staff of the fort was also car- 
ried away : but so fiir fix>m pursuing the same gene- 
rous course that had just been witnessed, the zeal of 
the enemy was increased, and the assault more furiously 
uijgedL At this moment, Nicholls and Woodbine, at 
die head of their embattled train, perceiving what had 
happened, that our ^* star-spanned banner" had sunk, 
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CHAP, at once presuming all danger had subsded, made a 
most courageous sally from their strong hold ; and, 
pushing towank their vanquished foes; were already 
calculating on a ridi harvest of blood and plunder : 
but a well-directed fire checked their progress, dissi- 
pated their expectations, and drove them back, with a 
rapidity, even surpassing the celerity of their advance. 
Taking into consideration the inequality of force 
employed on the opposite sides of this contest, it ivffl 
appear a matter of surprise, that the attack should have 
terminated in the way it did ; — ^that it was not attended 
with success. This circumstance would be a sui&cient 
evidence of the bravery and correct conduct of its gal- 
lant defenders, were there a total absence of all other 
fects ; but their belief, that the best way to avoid dis- 
aster was to be in a state of readUness to meet it, and 
a constant assiduity, which urged them forward, day 
and night, that they might be in a situation calculated 
for successful defence, are facts remembered, and enti- 
tle them to th^ highest commendation. From the bay, 
the attack was waged with a force of ^x hundred men, 
and ninety guns, of larger caliber than any opposed to 
them ; whilst upwards of four hundred Indians and other 
troops were on the shore, in rear of the fort. Law- 
rence's strength was scarcely a tentii of the enemy*s- 
His fort, hastily prqp&red, with not more than twenty 
guns, was ill calculated for stubborn resistance ; most 
of these were of small caliber, wMlst many, from be- 
ing badly mounted, rendered no essential service b 
the action: yet, with tiiis great inequality, he wdl 
maintained the honour of his flag, and compelled the 
enemy, resting in full confidence of success, to retire, 



1814. 



LIFE OF GEN. JACKSON. £17 

with the loss of hb best ship, and two hundred and CHAP. 

VII 

thirty m^ killed and wounded ; whilst the loss sus" 
tained by the Americans did not exceed ten. 

Very different were the feelings of the leaders of 
this expedition, from what they had been on setting 
out from Pensacola, where eveiy thing had been pre- 
pared for giving success to their plans, and where 
scarcely a doubt had been entertained of the result 
Numerous advantages were expected to arise from a 
vicjtoiy, not in expectancy, but already looked to as 
certain ; — as an event that could not fail. From it, 
greater facility would be given, to their operations ; 
while Mobile would fell, of course. This being ef- 
fectedy independent of the strong hold already pos- 
sessed in East Florida, an additional one would be 
acquired, calculated to prevent all intercourse with 
New Orleans, from this section of the country, to ena- 
ble them more easily to procure supplies, and^ having 
obtained their expected reinforcements, to proceed 
across to the Mississippi, and cut off all communica- 
tion with the western states. To render the blow ef- 
fectual was important ; that, by impressing at once 
die inhabitants with an idea of their strength and 
prowess, the proclamations already disseminated might 
claim a stronger influence on doubting minds. The 
force employed) s^ its disposition, was calculated to 
attain these wished for events. While the attack 
should be fiuiously waged by the ships from the bay, 
that the yells of three or foiu* hundred savages in tlie 
rear should strike the defenders of this fort with such a 
panic, as to make them, at the first onset, throw down 
their arms, and clamour for mercy, was a belief so 

E e 
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CHAP, sanguinely indulged, that obstinate resistance had tie- 
^ver been thought ci. Different was the reality, — in- 
stead of triumph, they had met defeat. The cmljr 
badges of victory they could present the fiiends, with 
whom, but a few days before, with flattering promises 
they had parted, were shattered hulks, that could 
scarcely keep above the water, and decks covered 
widi dead and wounded. 

The three vessels that retired were considerably in- 
jured, and with difficulty got to sea, leaving Nicholls 
and Woodbine, with their fiiends and allies, oa the 
shore, to make good their retreat, as danger and dis- 
cretion would permit 

On the morning of the 14th, Jackson, fearing, firom 
every thing he had learned, that an attack would be 
made, had set out, in a boat, from Mobile, to visit 
Fort Bowyer, examine its situation, and have such ar- 
rangements made, as should add to its strength, and 
obtain that security, which its re-estabUshment had 
been designed to effect. He had proceeded down the 
bay, and arrived within a few miles, when he met an 
express from Lawrence, brining intelligence of the 
enemy's arrival, and requesting that as^stance might 
be immediately sent to his relief. The general has- 
tened back, and reaching Mobile late at night, des- 
patched a brig, with eighty men, under the command 
of captain Laval. Not being able to reach his point 
of destination until the next day, and finding every 
place of entrance blocked up by the besiegers, he ran 
his brig to the land, determined to ^vait until night, 
when, under cover of its darkness, he hoped to suc- 
ceed in throwmg himself bto the fort. The batde, 
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however, having m the mean time commenced, pre- CHAP, 
sented new-difficulttes, and restrained the execution of 
his purpose, without encoimtering greater hazard than 
prudence seemed to sanction. The H^mes, on being 
driven from her anchorage, had, at the time of her ex- 
plosion, floated and grounded in a direction that left 
her immediately in the rear of the fort, from the posi- 
tion occupied by the brig. This circumstance well 
accounted for the mistake with which he was impress- 
ed, and led captain Laval to believe his brave coun- 
trymen had all perished. Believing th^ would now 
attempt to carry hb vessel, he set sail for Mobile, and 
reported to the commanding general the destruction 
and loss that had happened. Jackson declared it was 
impossible ; that he had heard die explosion, and was 
convinced it was on the water, and not on the /shore. 
Perhaps his great anxiety, more than any reality, had 
constituted this essential difference in sound. If, how- 
ever, it were as reported, his own situation b^ing 
thereby rendered precarious, something was to be 
done, to regain a phce, for many reasons too impor- 
tant to be yidded. His principal fears were, lest the 
strength of the enemy should be greatly increased, be- 
fore his expected reinforcements should arrive, who 
woul^ be thereby enabled to extend his inroads, and 
paralyze the zeal of the country. It was no time for 
much deliberation on the course most advisable to be 
pursued. He determined to retake the fort, at all ha- 
zards ; and a general order was issued, for the depar- 
ture of the troops. Every thing was nearly in readi- 
nesS) when a despatch arrived from Lawrence, bear- 
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CHAP, ing the pleasng intdligence tiiat aH was safe, and that 

^^,^/^thc enemy, beaten and vanqiushed, had redred. 

jg- - The conduct di^Iayed by the officers and soldiers 

of this garrison is worthy to be remembered. Widi 

troops wholly undisciplined, and agsunst an enemy ten 

times more numerous than themselves, so cocXty and 

feariessly contending, that we cannot wish our country 

better, than that the fiiture defenders of her honour, 

and violated rights, may be as sensibly alive to their 

duty, and act with a like determined hraveiy. 

J^"* The British had now redred to Pensacola, to dispose 

tire to of their wounded, refit their vessels, and be ready, as 

f eosacola. • 11.11 

soon as circumstances would permit, to make, perhaps, 
another descent, on some less guarded point So long 
as thb, dieir only place of refuge and retreat on the 
southern coast, was left in tfadr possession, it w^us im- 
possible to calculate on the consequences that might 
arise. The commanding general was well convinced 
that this was merely a feint, and that the object of 
their wishes and designs, so soon as a sufficient force 
should arrive, would be New Orieans. At this place, 
he believed his presence material, to ascertain and 
guard the most important passes to the city, and con* 
cert some system of general defence. His feelings, 
however, would not permit him to depart, and leave ' 
the settlements and Mobile open to an attack, from 
fcMX^es immediately in the neighbourhood, which might 
reduce them, and thereby gain a position whence they 
might obtEun supplies, and be placed nearer the ulti* 
mate point, against which, most probably, their views 
were directed. His regret was indeed great, that, time 
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afler time, without the least success, he had ui^ed and CHAP, 
^treated his government, for permission to take pos- 
session of a place where so many dangers threatened, 
and where every assistance and encouragement was 
afforded the Britisfi ; and that regret was increased, 
now, when he saw the very evUs engendering and 
springing into existence, to which he had so often en- 
deavoured to draw their attention, and which were 
jeopardizing the safety of the whole lower country. 
To him the defence of this district had been entrust- 
ed : it was incumbent on him to render a just account 
of his stewardship, and zealously to support his well^ 
earned reputation. Unless Pensacola were reduced, 
it was vain to think of defending the country : it would 
be involved in ruin, — himself in disgrace. Anxious- 
ly concerned for the general good, he saw no channel 
through which safety could be eflFected, but by ha- 
zarding, on his own responsibility, the reduction of 
this place. 

Jackson and Ms government had ever viewed this a^jjl^u* 
subject in very different lights : they were not willing ^^ ^ 
to risk a contest with Spain, for the sake of removing wns, for 
what they considered an inconsiderable injury : he filj^ 
thought it of more serious import, and did not believe p^"|j^i^ 
it could afford even a pretext for rupture between the 
two nations. If Spain, through her agents, permitted 
and encouraged a power with whom she was at peace 
to be thus harassed and annoyed, she deserved to be 
placed on the list of enemies, and treated accordingly. 
If, however. Great Britain, taking advantage of the 
defenceless state of her province, claimed free ^ess, 
in exclusion of her authority, she could have no well- 
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CHAP, founded cause of complaint against the injured poivcr^ 
' which should hold it until such time as, by brining a 
sufficient force, she might be in a situation to support 
her neutrality, and enforce obedience to her laws. 
Upon either ground, he believed* it might be suffi- 
ciendy justified. There was one, however, on wfaicb 
it could be placed, where he well knew nothing could 
result, beyond his own injury ; and on this issue he 
wa^ willing to trust it. If any complaint should be 
made, his government, having never extended to him 
an authority, might, with propriety, disavow the act ; 
and, by exposing him to censure and punishment^ it 
would be an atonement for the outrage, and Spain, in 
justice, could demand no more. The attack on Mo- 
bile point was a confirmation of his previous conjec- 
tures, as to the views of the enemy ; and, firom that 
moment, he determined to advance against and reduce 
Pensacola, throw a sufficient force in the Barrancas, 
hold them until the principles of ri^t and neutrality 
were better respected, and rest the measure on his own 
responsibility. Believing this the only coutse that could 
assure ultimate securi^, he decided with firmness, and 
resolved to execute his intentions, so soon as general 
Coffee should arrive, with the volunteers, from Ten- 
- nessee. 

It.was now rumoured, and generally accredited, that 
a very considerable force, under the command of lord 
Hill, would shordy sail fi^om England, destined to act 
against some part of the United States ; where, mxie 
. knew, or could tell ; rumour, and public opinion, fix- 
ed upon New Orleans. The importance of this place 
was well known to our enemy ; it was the key to the 
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whde commerce of die western country. Had a de- CHAP. 

VII 

scent been made on it a few months before, it might 
have been taken with all imaginable ease; but the 
British had confidently indulged the belief, that they 
could possess it, at any time, without much diffi- 
culty, England and France having ended their long- 
pending controversy, it was thought that the French 
people of Louisiana, sensibly alive to the great be- 
nefits the English had conferred upon their native 
country, — benefits that have prostrated her liberty, and 
sunk her, perhaps, in eternal slavery, would, on their 
first appearance, haU their delivereis, and at once be- 
come their vassals. Independent of this, they saw, in 
the black population, the means of exciting insurrec- 
tion and massacre, and deluging the country in blood. 
Whether this kind of warfiire, which involves the deep- 
est wretchedness, and equally exposes to ruin, the in- 
nocent as the guilty, — the female as the soldier, should 
be pursued by a nation professing a high sense of mo- 
ral feding; or whether a nation that adopts such a 
system, can- be entitled to the appellation of honour- 
able, are questions on which we should not fear even 
the deci^on of an Englishman, could he but divest 
himself of that animosity and hatred, which, fiom infan- 
cy, he entertains for the Americans. To this, and many 
other acts, equally in violation of the rules that should 
govern honourable warfare, may be traced the cause 
of those deep-rooted inveteracies, in the breasts of our 
citizens, towards those of England, which time, and a 
different course of conduct, can alone remove. Why 
such hostility has been practised towards us, it is dif- 
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CHAP, ficult to determine ; unless die crime of die revohitioii, 
^if it were one, to rise in oppo^tioa to the of^iresskm 



1814 ^^ d£q)Otism, mider wluch we then groaned, has dis- 
posed them to visit the ans of the &ther upcMi the 
child, with a determinadon they shall never be fogiv- 
en or forgotten. Certain is it, that the United States 
have received more, and greater insults and injuries^ 
fixim thb power, than finom all the other nations of the 
earth togedier ; the hoaiy locks of a &ther, torn off by 
the merciless^ Indian, — the innocent, helpless female, 
bleeding by ^vage torture, — and the unoffending babe, 
dragged fix>m the beating bosom of its mother^ and 
butchered in her sight, are cruelties that can be traced 
to British influence : yet these people and ourselves 
are descended finom the same fiadiers — speak the same 
language^— are governed by die same laws — and are 
similar in manners and customs. But to inquire into 
the causes of national feeling, belongs not to the his- 
torian ; it is his duty only to detail &cts. The war is 
over; peace is restored ; and the two nations, and their 
citizens, by a mutual respect, and f<H*bearance towards 
each other, should endeavour to promote that friend* 
ship and intercourse, which it is evidentiy the interest 
of both to preserve, and which, we hope, will be last- 
ing. 

The expected reinforcements were now announced. 
Arrival of General Coffee, with his brigade, had arrived, and halt- 

cSJSi ^ ^^ *^ ^^^ ^^» above Fort St Stephens. In addi- 

hrigaLde. tiou to the forcc with which he had commenced his 

march, he was strengdiened by the arrival of others, 

who had followed, and overtaken him at this place ; so 
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that his whole number was now about twenty-eight CHAP, 
hundred. To make the necessary arrangements for an ^^^.^^^ 
immediate march, general Jackson, on the 26th day of ^^^^ 
October, repaired to general Coffee's camp. 

The difficulty of subsisting cavalry on the route, 
rendered it necessaxy that part of this brigade should 
proceed on foot. Although they had volunteered in 
the service as mounted men, and had not expected 
any different disposition to be made of them, yet 
they cheerfully acquiesced in the order: and one 
thousand, abandoning their horses to subsist as they 
could, on the reeds that grew along the river bottoms, 
prepared to commence the march on foot. Being sup- 
plied with rations for the trip, on the 2d day of No- 
vember the line of march was taken up : and Pensa- 
cola was reached on the 6th. The British and Spar 
had obtained iatdligence of their approach, and 
attack ; and every thing was in readiness to . 
dispute their passage. The forts were garrisoned, and 
prepared fcx* resistance ; batteries were formed in the 
principal streets ; and the British vessels were moored 
within the bay, and so disposed as to command the 
msdn entrance to the town. / 

The American army, consisting of the greater part, 
of Coffee's brigade, the regulars, and some few In- 
dians, in all about three thousand, had arrived within 
a mile and a half of this rallying point for our enemies, 
and formed their encampment Before any final step 
was , taken, the general concluded to make a further 
application to the governor, and learn what course he 
would make it necessary for him to pursue. To take 
possession, and dislodge the British, was indbpensable : 

rf 
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CHAP, to do it under such circumstances, as should impress 
^^^^^^the minds of the Spaniards widi a conviction, that the 
invasion of their tenitciy n^as a measure adopted 
NoTcmbcr^^^^^™ necessity, and not choice, or a fi^>oatioD to 
infringe, or violate, their neutral rights, was believed 
to be essential. It was rendered the more so, on the 
part of Jackson, because a measure of his own, and not 
sanctioned or (Erected by his government. Previous- 
ly, therefore, to any act of open war, he determined to 
tiy the effect of negotiation, that he might ascertain, 
certainly and correctly, how &c the governor felt dis* 
posed to preserve a good understanding between ibc 
two governments. 

Major Piere, of the forty-fourth re^ment, was,ac- 
Expiana- coH&gly despatched, with a flag^ to disclose the 6b- 
^^^^^fjects intended to be attained by the visit,, and to re- 
gJJ«^' quire that the diflfer^it forts. Barrancas, St. Rose, and 
quez re- St. Michael, should be immediately surrendered, to be 
^" garrisoned and held by the United States, unti Spain, 
by furnishing a sufficient force, could protect the pro- 
vince, and preservd unimpaired her neutral character. 
He was charged by the general with a candid and ex- 
plicit statement of his views, and instructed to require 
of the governor a decisive and positive dedaration of 
the course he intended to adopt. 

TMs mission experienced no veiy fiivouraUe result 
Major Piere, on approaching St. Michael's, was fired 
on, and compelled to return. Whetfier this were done 
by the Spaniards themselves, or by thdr allies and 
friends, who were sojourning with diem, was not ma- 
terial. The Spanish flag was displayed on Ae fort, 
and under it the outrage was committed : though it 
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was a fiict well ascertained, that, until the day before, CHAP, 
the British flag had been also associated : this, on the, ^.^^ 
arrival of Jackson, had been removed, and the colours ^g^^ 
of Spsdn left, wluch wore to afford ptx>tection to our 
enemies, and a pretext for every injuiy. This caa- • 
duct, so unexpected and unprovoked, and withal, so 
directly in (^iposidon to the pi^nciples and practice of 
civilized war&re, might have well d^etermined the ge- 
neral to abstain from further forbearance, and proceed 
immediately to the accomplishment of his views : but 
a consciousness, that although the reduction of this 
place was required by circumstances of the highest ne- 
cessity, yet, lest it might be blazoned around to his 
|)rejudice, and become a cause of national difficulty, 
he was prompted to act witii every possible delibera- 
tion and caution. A sense of humanity, too, towards 
those people, who, he was satisfied, were acting not 
fit>m any choice or discretion of their own, but by the 
authority of the British, induced a wish for the ob- 
jects of hb visit to be effected, without injury to 
them. Determining, therefore, to understand the go- 
vernor fully, previously to proceeding to extremities^ 
he again despatched a letter to hiqi, not by any of 
his officers, for after such perfidy he was unwilling, 
and fdt it unsafe, to risk them ; but by a Spanish cor- 
poral, who had been taken, on the route, the day be- 
fore. By him, he required to know why his former 
application, instead of being met with a becoming 
spirit of conciliation, had bc^n insulted. In answer, 
he recdved firom the governor a confirmation of the 
ojnnion previously entertained, tiiat what had been 
done was not chargeable to him, but the English ; 
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CHAP, that he had no a8:ency in the transaction of which he 

VII ^ r 

complamed, and assured him of his perfect willingness 
to receive any overtures he might be pleased to make. 
This was joyful ti^gs ; and no time was to be lost^ 
in meeting the ofier. If n^otiation should place in 
his hands the different fortresses, before information 
of it was had by the British shipping, lying in the 
bay, the outward channel would be effectually stop- 
ped, and the means of their escape entirely cut off. 
Major Piere was accordingly sent off, at a late hour 
of the night, to detail to the governor the reasons 
which had rendered the present descent proper ; and 
to insist on the conditions already noticed, as alone 
calculated to assure safety to the United States, and 
give protection to the province of East Florida. 
He was particularly instructed to impress on lus 
consideration, that a re-surrender would be made, so 
soon as Spain, by the arrival of a sufficient force, could 
protect her territory fix)m the inroads of a power, at 
War with the United States ; and which, through an 
opening thus affi>rded, was enabled, and had already 
done her considerable injury. In his communication 
to the governor, he remarks, " I come not as the ene- 
my of Spain ; not to make war, but to ask for peace ; 
to demand security for my country, and that respect 
to which she is entitied, and shall receive. My force 
is sufficient, and my determination taken, to prevent 
a future repetition of the injuries she has received. I 
demand, therefore, the possession of the Barrancas, and 
other fortifications, with all your munitions of war. If 
delivered peaceably, the whole shall be receipted for, 
and become the subject of future arrangement, by our 
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respective governments ; while the property, hws, and CHAP, 
rdigion of your citizens will be respected. But if^ 
taken by an appeal to arms, let the blood of your sub- 
jects be upon your own head. I will not hold myself 
responsible for the conduct of my enraged soldiers. 
One hour b given you for deliberation, when your de- 
termination must be had." 

The council was called, the propositions consider- 
ed, and the conclusion taken, that they could not be 
acceded to. As soon as the answer was received, 
blowing that nothing peaceably could be done, Jack- 
son resolved to push his army forward; and, im- 
mediately commencing his march, proceeded to the 
accomplishment of his object, determined to effect it, 
in despite of danger, and die consequences. 

Early on the morning of the 7th, the army was in 
motion. To foster the idea, that he would march and 
reach the town along the road, on which he was en- 
camped, a detachment of five hundred men was sent 
forward, with orders to show themselves in this 
direction, and amuse and deceive the enemy ; wliile, 
urging rapidly on, with the strength of his army, he 
was gjoning it at a different and unexpected point. 
This stratagem succeeded : the ]E(ntish, looking for 
his appearance where the detachment was seen, had 
formed their vessels across the bay, and were waiting 
Ms approach, with their guns properly bearing : nor 
had they an intimation to the contrary, until our troops 
were descried upon the beach, on the east side, where ^ 

^ ' ' Our army 

they were at too great a distance to be annoyed fix>m enters. 
the flotilla ; and whence, pushing forward, they were posses- 
presentiy in the streets, and covered by the houses, penwcou 
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CHAP. One company, ficom Ae third regiment of in&ntry, 
^^^^^.^^^with two field pieces, formed the advance, led t^ the 
1814 ^^^^ captain Laval, who fell, severely wounded, while, 
at the head of his command, he was charging a SpL* 
"nish battery, formed in the street. The left cohmui^ 
composed of the regular troops, the third, thirty-mntfa, 
and forty-fourth regiments, headed by majors Wood*' 
ruff and Piere, formed the left, next the bay. The 
dismounted volunteers proceeded down the strtid, 
next the regulars : Coffee's 'brigade next, on thdr 
right : the Mississippi dragoons, commanded by ccdo- 
nel Hinds, and the Choctaw Indians by major Blue, 
of the thirty-ninth, advanced on the extreme right of 
all. Captain Laval's party, although deprived of thdr 
leader, moved forward, and, at the point of the hayo- 
net, took possession of the battery in their front. So 
quickly was this efiiected, that the Spaniards had it in 
their power to make but three fires, before they were 
forced to abandon it. From bdiind the houses and 
garden fences, were discharging constant voUies of 
musketry, until the regulars arriving, met the Spa- 
niards, and drove them fix>m their positions. The 
governor, panic struck, trembling for the safety of his 
city, and remembering the declaration of the general, 
tliat he should not attempt to restrain the irritation of 
his soldiers, hastened, bearing a flag in his hand, to 
find the commander, and seek to stay the carnage. He 
was met by colonels Williamson and Smith, at the 
head of the dismounted troops, when, with fidtering 
speech, he entreated that mercy might be extended, 
and promised to consent to whatever might be de- 
manded. 
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General Jackson had stopped for a moment, whereCHAP. 
Laval had fiolen, and was at this time in the rear.^^,^/^ 
Receiving information that an offer had been made to .g. . 
<x>mply with all the demands he had nukde, he hasten- 
ed to the intendant house, and obtained a confirmation 
cf what he had been previously assured, that the town, 
arsenals, and mtimtions of war, should be immediately 
surrendered. 

The British vessels in the bay, with the ^ of their 
boats, by which they obtained a more commanding 
^Uiation, continued to fire upon our troops, as, passing 
along die principal streets and avenues, they could get 
them in the range of their guns* Lieutenant M^Call, 
perceiving some of their boats attempting to take a 
nearer portion, advanced to the beach, with two pieces 
of heavy cannon, where, open, exposed, and uncover- 
ed, he commenced a bxisk and wdl-aimed fire, which 
drove them back to a more respectful distance. 

No lime was lost, in procuring what was considered 
of vital importance, — the surrender of the forts.. Al- 
diougfa greater benefits would have been derived, had 
the success of negotiation placed them privately in his 
hands, without its being known to his enemies, yet 
even now they were not to be neglected. Their pos- 
session was necessary still to his own security, — ^to 
check any design that might be in agitation. What 
was the force opposed to him ; at what moment rein- 
forcements might appear off Pensacola, and thereby 
^ve an entire change to things, as they at present ex" 
isted, were Inatters of whidi no certain idea could 
be formed. To possess the Barrancas, which lay 
fourteen miles to the west, ^^'as a consideration of tiie 
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CHAP, first importaiK^ ; sdll, until the town and its fortresses 
^were secured, it was improper to withdraw to so great 



^^1^ a distance. 

Notwidistanding the assurances given, that ;uU dif- 
ferences would be accommodated, and eveiy thing in- 
sisted on agreed to, Fort St. Michael was sdll widi- 
held. Captain Dankins was (ordered to take post on 
Mount St. Bernard, form his batteries, and reduce it. 
He was in a situation to act, when the commandant, 
colonel Sotto^ ordered his flag taken down, and tbe 
fort to be surrendered. ^ 

It is curious to observe the treachery of the ^pa- 
^^^ ^ niards, and the unpardcxiable method tfa^ took, to in- 
»id perfi. dulge. their rancour and ^leen. Previously to striking 
spanUrd8.his colours, the commandant had asked permis^on to 
fire his guns ; to this there could be no objecti(», and 
the indulgence was extended ; but, faithless and cow- 
ardly, he levelled and fired his pieces, charged with 
grape, at a party of dragoons and Choctaw Indians, 
who were at a small distance, which killed three horses, 
and wounded two men. Such unpardonaUe conduct, 
independent of other wrongs and injuries, already no- 
ticed, nught have justified any treatment ; the destruc- 
tion of the garrison would not have been an unmerited 
chastisement. The general was on his way to Mount 
St. Bernard, where lus artillery was planted, when he 
received intelligence of what had been done* He de- 
termined no longer to confide in persons, whose only 
object seemed to deceive, but to make the sword the 
arbiter between tliem. His cannon were already turn- 
ed towards the fort, and the resolution taken to batter 
it down, when it was announced by major Piere that 
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Ihe capitulation had been agreed on, and a surrender CHAP, 
would be made in half an hour. He again forbore 
to obey that impulse their unwarrantable conduct had 
8o justly excited> dud despatched captain Dankins, to 
insist on an immediate ddivery ; with directions to 
carry it by storm, if the demand were not instantly 
complied with. 

Difficulties (M-omised thus peaceably to termiimte^ 
The day being far spent, and the general greatly in^ 
disposed, no step could be taken to obtain possession 
of the Barrancas, until the next morning. On the 
credit of the governor's promises, made first on tlieir 
entrance into the town, the principal part of the 
army had been ordered a short distance out. Under^ 
standing, at St. Bernard, that what had been required 
would be done, and that no further delay would be 
met, the general had set out to the encampment, leaving 
major Piere behind, with a sufficient force: to preserve 
the town in safety and quietness. He was astonished, 
early in the morning, to learn that capt^n Dankins, on 
reaching St. Michael, the preceding evening, had been 
threatened to be fired on by colonel Sotto : possession, 
however, had been yielded, on being made to under- 
stand, that if the fort were not delivered instantly, and 
without further parley, it would be carried forcibly, and 
the garrison put to the swcx'd. A capitubidon was 
signed : Pensacola, and the different fortresses, were to 
be retained, until Spain could better maintain her au- 
thority ; while the rights and privileges of her citizens 
were ta,|^ respected. 

Every thing was in readiness, on the following day, 
to march, and take possession of Barrancas fort. The 

o g 
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CHAP, fehfaless conduct of yesterday had determined Jackdtm 
^^^^.^^^on the execution of his plans; nor longer to confide in 
Igj^ Spaniards' promises. Major Piere was ordered to 
give the command of the city to colonel Hayne, and 
report himself at camp, to accompany him on the 
march ; but previously to retiring, to require the go- 
vernor to execute an audiority to the conunandant d[ 
the fort, to deliver it ; and, in the event he would not 
comply, immediately to arrest him, and eveiy public 
officer, and hold them as prisoners. The cHder for 
its delivery had been signed, and the line of inarch 
ready to be taken up, to advance and receive it, — 
peaceably, if the oider would^ect it— forcibly, if not ; 
when^ a tremendous explosion, in that direction, fol- 
ForiBar- lowcd by two othcrs, in quick successi(Mi, excited the 
wSwlfup apprehension that all was destroyed. To ascertain, 
Brituh ^^^"^'^yj whence the noise had proceeded, major 
Gales, a volunteer aid, was despatched, with two hun- 
dred men, to reconnoitre and obtain intelligence. He 
presently returned, and confirmed what had been pre- 
viously apprehended, that the fort was blown up, and 
the British shipping retired fi*om the bay. 

Although the repairing this place might be pro- 
ductive of numerous advantages, as keeping the ene- 
my, during the expected descent on the lower coun- 
try, firom having in their possession a point where 
they might prepare their expeditions, and where, in 
despite of every vigilance that could be used, th^ 
might obtain ample supplies ; yet, inasmuch as the 
act was unauthorized by his government, Jaiksoh fdt 
himself restrained fix>m incurring any expense, for the 
re-establishment> of what had been thus treacherous^ 
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destroyed. Though disappointed in the object he had CHAP. 
principaUy in view, he nevertheless believed that some^^^^,^^^^ 
of the benefits intended and expected would result, ^g^^ 
This strong hold, which had so long given protection to 
the southern hostile savages, and where th^r had been 
excited to acts of war and cruelty, was assailed, and the 
IndKans taught that even here, safety was not to be found. 
The valour aad good conduct of his troops had im- 
pressed on the minds of the Spaniards a respect for the 
character of his country, which hitherto they had not 
entertained; and the British, by being dislodged, were 
prevented from maturing and settling those plans, 
which were to give efficacy to their future operations 
against the southern section of the Union : but 9s the 
means of maintaining and defending it were destroyed, 
it was unnecessaxy to thinks garrisoning, and at- 
tempting to hold it. It was accordingly concluded to 
re^deliver all that had been surrendered, and retire to ^ 
Fort Montgomery. He was the more disposed to do 
so, believing the British, who had sailed out of the bay, 
would again make thdr way to Fort Bowyer, and, with 
a knowledge of the prindpal strength of the army 
being away, seek to aim a blow somewhere on the 
Mobile. An express was immediately hastened to 
colonel Sparks, who had been left in command at this 
place, announcing what had transpired, suggesting 
^prehensions for his safety, and notifying him, in the 
event of an attack, to endeavour to parry the danger, 
until the rq^lar troops should arrive, to support him, 
who would be ui^ed forward with every industr}^ 

Two days afier entering the town, he abandoned it. 
Previously to retiring, he wrote to governor Manr^- 
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CHAP.quez; and, after statii^ to Mm the causes which had in- 

^^^^^^^^duced him, justifiably, as he believed, to enter his 

1814 ^^^^^» ^ ^us concluded : ^^ As the Barrancas, and 

the adjacent fintresses have been surrendered to, and 

To^„^ blown up, by die British, contrary to the good fiddi I 

MeT**^* had reposed in your promises, it is out of my power 

rendered, to protect and guard your neutrality, as otherwise I 

anny re. should have donc. The enemy has retreated ; the 

^^^' hostile Creeks have fled for safety to the forest ; and I 

now retire fiom your town, leaving you to re-occupy 

your forts, and protect the rights of your citizens." 

Much is due, not only to the calmness and intrepi* 
dity of conduct disfdayed by the troops, in their advance 
oa the town, ag^nst the batteries, that were formed in 
the streets, the fisrt, and the fleet Ijring in the bay ; but 
much more for their orderiy, open, and generous con- 
duct towards a people who had wholly outraged every 
principle of correct conduct ; and who, even at the 
moment when the sword was made the appeal, and the 
blow they merited only ^yed by humanity, were 
Still pursuing a course of faithlessness and treachei;^, 
and cleariy evincii^ a dispoation to aid and assbt our 
enemies ; yet, under such circumstances, which cer- 
tainly would have warranted a less lenient course to- 
wards them, not a single irregularity was commit*' 
ted, or the rights of individuals at all molested. So 
. exemplary was the deportment of our officers, and die 
conduct of our soldiers, as to extort die Spaniaids* 
prabe, and even to induce the declaration that our In- 
dians behaved with more decency and propriety than 
their friends, with whom they had just parted. When 
we remember, what is undeniably the fact, that the 
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Bluish had been ahvays well received bf the inhabi- CHAP, 
tants (rf East Florida, who had t-endered them eveiy^^^.^iL^ 
assistance and protection in their power ; and who, ^^^^ 
from thdr d]q)osition to aid them, had even brought 
difficiAies upon themselves ; ingratitude and injustice 
may be well charged upon Ifaem, when it is recottect- 
ed that these fiiends, who had been so well regard- 
ed, on retreatii^ from Pensacola, carried off three or 
f<mr hundred slaves, not their own, in de^ite of die 
femonstrances and repeated demands of the owners 
to have them restm^. / 

Ow loss, in 4}hs expedition, was truly inconffldera- 
ble. The left column sdone met resistance, and had 
fifteen or twenty wounded — ncme killed. It appears, 
indeed, strange, that tiiree heavy pieces ci ardllery, 
charged widi grape and canister, and three times fired 
against a colunm, advancing through a narrow idtreet, 
should not have effected more. Of the number 
wounded, was lieutenant Floumoy, a promitung young 
man, who, having gone out as a volunteer, was, on 
account of his merit, promoted to a lieutenancy in the 
forty-fourth United States' regiment. By a canncxi 
shot, he lost his leg. Captain Laval, being too dsm* 
gerously injived to be moved, was trusted by the ge« 
neral to the clemency of the governor of Pensacola, 
who humanely gave lum that attention Us situation 
required. 

The Indian warriors, who had taken reftige in 
Pensacola, finding themselves abandoned by the Bri^ 
tish, fled aoross the country, and sought safety on the 
Appalachicola : many were afforded shelter on board 
the sUpping, fix>m which they were shordy afterwsads 
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CHAP. landed, to prosecute the war after their own manner^ 
^and in their own way. Jackson determined they 



lSl4w ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ '^ respite fix>m danger, so long 
as a warlike attitude was preserved. Receot events 
had shown them, that neither the valour oi their al- 
lies, nor Ihdr own exertions, could affixd them pro- 
tection. He believed it an auspicious moment to 
pursue them in thdr retreat ; increase still more ihdr 
fears and apprehensions ; and effectually cut up that 
misplaced confidence, which had already well ni^ 
proved their* ruin. Understanding that those who 
had been carried off from Pensacob had been landed 
on the Appalachicola, and a depot of all necessary 
supplies diere established, major Blue, of the thir- 
^^^' ty-ninth regiment, was seqt off, on the 16th, at the 
•p^t head of a thousand mounted men, with orders to fol* 

the In- . , 

diaiu. low and attack them, and destroy any of their vil* 
lages he might find, on hb route^ Goieral Mcintosh, 
of the GecM:g]a militia, then in the Creek country, was 
apprized of the destination, and directed to co-operate, 
that the savs^es mi^t be assailed and dispersed, be- 
£ore they should have it in thdr power to attempt hos« 
tilities against the firontiers. Having effected this ob- 
ject, they were oidered to repair to Mobile, to aid in 
its defence. 

Shordy after the American aitny had retired, the 
Spaniards commenced rebuilding Forts Barrancas and 
St Rose, which they had lost, through the improper 
interference of their fiiends. Anxious to regain that 
confidence they had jusdy forfeited, the British ofier- 
ed their services, to assist in the re-establishment. 
This offer was refused, and an answer returned by 
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the governor, that when assistance was in &ct need- CHAP, 
ed, he woidd make application to his friend, geneial 



There was nothing now so much desored by the 
genend, as to be able to depart for New Orleans, where 
he apprehended most danger, and where he believed 
lus presence was most material. He had alr^y ef-NoremiMr 
fected a pardal security for Mobile, and the inhabitants 
on its borders ; and such as he believed might be pre^^ 
served, by proper vigilance and activity in those left 
in command. He determined to set out, on thfe 22d, 
for the Missisiuppi ; and, by proper exertions, seek to 
place the coimty in such a situation for defence as the 
means within his reach would permit. His health 
was still delicate, which almost wholly unfitted him 
for the duties he had to encounter : but hb constant 
expectation of a large force appearing soon on the coast, 
impelled him to action. Added to the fiitigues incident 
to his station, he as yet had no brigadier general in his 
district, to relieve him of many of those duties, which 
he had ndther time, nor bodily strength to meet Ge- 
neral Winchester had been ordered to join him. He 
had not yet arrived, but was daily looked for. In ex- 
pectation of his speedy approach, Jackson was making 
every necessary arrangement, for investing him with the 
command of Mobile, and, for his own departure. Co- 
lonel Hajme, the inspector general, had been despatch- 
ed to the mouth of the Mississippi, to examine if there 
were any eligible site, where, by erecting batteries, the 
river jnight be commanded, and an ascent prevent- 
ed, if through this route sought. General Coffee and 
colonel Hinds, with the dragoons from the territc»y, 
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C HAP. were ordorcd to march with tfadr commands and iakt 
VII . . ^^ 

,a pofiitioaa » amvenieot to New Orleans as thejr could 



1814^ obtain a sufficiency of fbrage, to recruit thdr horses ; 

having regard to some coitial point, whence th^ 

might, without loss of time, proceed wherever daiger 

should be most imminent Every thing beii^ ar- 

Qoiend ranged and general Winchester having reached the 

^^^ Alabama, Jackson, on the 22d day of November, left 

and Jack. Mobile, for the city of New Orleans, and reached it 

oeeda to ou the Ist day of December ; where his iiead quar- 

le^. ^' ters, for the present, were established^ 



LUK OF OBN. JACK8<»ir. Ml 



CHAPTER Vni. 

Jackson's correspondieiice with governor Claiborne««^If is td« 
dress to the citizeoB of Louisumft^-^M Uitift from Tennessee 
and Kentucky advance ; and general plans adopted for de* 
f(^nce.p— Plan for filling delinquencies in the army •— ^British 
shipping arrive on the coast— Lots of the Sea Horse. — 
Battle on the lake, and loss of the gun boats.— Jackson re- 
views the militia.— His address to them.— Expresses sent 
to generals Coffee and Carroll.— •Declaration of martial law, 
at New Orleans. — ^The British effect a landings and Jackson 
prepares to meet them. 



GENERAL JACKSON was now on a new the- CHAP, 
atre, and soon to be brought in coUidon with an ene- ^^^^' 
my, different firom any he had yet encountered : the 
time had arrived, to. call forth all the eneigies he pos- 
sessed. Hb military career, fix>m its commence- 
ment, had been obstructed by innumerable difficul- 
ties, but &r greater were noiy rising to his view. Hisoectmber. 
body wom down by ^ckness and exhausdon^ with a 
mind constandy alive to the apjMrehension, that, with 
the means given him, it would not be in hb power 
to satisfy his own wishes, and the expectations of his 
country, were circumstances well calculated to depress 
him. He was as yet without sufficient strength or pre- 
paration, to attempt successful oppoj^tion against the 
numerous and well-trained troops,Vhich were expected 
^idtly at some unprepared point, to enter, and lay 

Hh "** 
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CHAP, waste the lower country. What was to be hoped, 
^^„/^fiom the clemency and generous conduct of such a- 
^g^^ foe, their march to the city of Wastungtxxi already an* 
nounced ; while the inu^ination painted in lively co- 
lours the repetition, here, d scenes of desolation, even 
surpassing what had there been witnessed. 

Loui^ana, he well knew„ was ill supplied with 
arms, and contained a mixed popuhlicm, cS differ- 
ent tongues, who perhaps fdt not a sufficient attach- 
ment for the soil or government, to be induced to de- 
fend diem to the last extremity. No troops, arms, or 
ammunition, had yet descended from the states of 
Kentucky and Tennessee. His cmly rdisnce for de- 
fence, if assailed, was on the few regulars he had, the 
volunteer^ of general Coffee, and such troops as the 
state its^ could raise. What might be the final re- 
sult of things, under prospects gloomy as the {^reseat, 
should an enemy ^ordy appear, was no difficult con- 
jecture. His principal fears, at present, were, that 
Mobile might fall, the left bank of the Mis^ssippi be 
gained, all communication with the western states cut 
off, and New Orleans be thus unavoidably reduced. 
Although continually agitated by such forebodings, he 
breathed his fears to none. Closely locking all apfnre- 
hensions in his own breast, he appeared constantly se- 
rene, and as constandy endeavoured to imjMress a ge- 
neral belief, that the country could and would be suc- 
cessfully defended. The manifestation of such tian- 
quillity, and apparent certainty of success, under cir- 
cumstances so unpropitious, excited strong hopes, dis- 
pelled every tiimg like fear," and impressed all wkh 
additional ccHifidaice. 
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With the remnant of force he had at comnumL CHAP. 

VIII 

and the additional strength to. be afforded him from^ 



Kentucky and Tennessee, uncertain in its arrival, un- _.^ 
disciplkicd, and unarmed ; to oppose an enemy who 
OEiight be afaready on the coast, and of whose exceeding 
valour great and v«indrous atones had been already 
told; m^^ have sunk into ioaoticxi any mind not gift- 
ed with uncommon energy, and made it to retire from 
a contest, where seemingly insurmountable diftculties 
rendered delusive every hope of resistance : yet, firm 
and resolute, an increase of difficulties but occasioned 
an increase of exertion, and he entered on his foiiom 
undertaking, with no odher determination than to leave 
notlung unessayed, — ^to ride out the threatenii^ storm 
in safety. 

.While engs^ed in his operations on the Mobile, and comi- 
even while at Fort Jackscxi, he had kept up a corres- w*i"h*^.^ 
pemdenoe with the governor of Louisiana, Persuading ^^^J^^ 
and urging hua to the adoption of such .measures, as 
might be calculated to give security to the state. From 
the infonnation derived through this source, he fek 
assured, that litde reliance was to be placed on the 
great body of the dtizens ; and that, to gain any deci- 
sive advantages from their services, k would be neces- 
aary to abandon any tlung like temporizing policy, and 
pursue a course at once steady and unwavering.- Ma- 
ny, indulging the belief diat West Florida would 
•shordy be restcx^ to l^pain ; and a still greater num- 
ber, resting in the opini(Mi that the country could not 
be successfiilly defended, had led most-well designing 
men a^tmy ; while Engli^men, Spaniards, and innu- 
merable other foreigners, feeling no attachment to die 
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CHAP.gommnait, under ^diich they lived, im«, at any 
^^^/jtinie, ready to surrender it to aiqr power that migbt 
. g. . invade. The requisitioQ made, had been badly filled ^ 
many had abaolutdy refuaed, even after beii^ drafted^ 
to enter the ranks. At so eventful a crisis as tbat 
which was fast sppniadaDgy it was painful to discover 
so great a want of union and regard ftr Ifaeir duty, in 
diose veiy persons on wliom he would have to rely, 
for any sudden emergency. Thb reluctance to en* 
tering the field, there was a pnyAet y in putting down, 
that the good mig^ not be led astray, from privileges 
usurped by the designing; and to convince them, thai 
those who shared the care and protection of the govern^ 
ment, were under obl^;ations lo defend it, whenever 
required* 

Governs Claiborne had been addressed on this 
subject ; and, while the necesdty of discounig^g such 
a temper of 'mind am<xig his citissens was insisted <xi, 
he was exhorted to use his exertions, in guarding 
every pass from the city, that the enemy, hovering in 
the gulf, might not obtain supplies fit>m the shore. 
^^ I regret,'^ saidhe *^ to hear of the discontents of your 
people : they must not exist Whoever is not for us, 
is against us. Those who are drafted must be com- 
pelled to the ranks, or punished : it is no time to ba- 
lance ; the country-must be defended ; and he who re- 
fuses to aid, when csdled on, must be treated with se- 
verity. To repel the danger with which we are as- 
sailed, requires all our ener^es, and all our exertions. 
With uiuon on our ade, we shsdl be able to drive 
our invaders back to the ocean. Summcm all your 
' energy, and guard every avenue with confidential pa- 
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trdes, for spies and traitors are swarming around. CHAP« 
Numbers will be flocking to your city, to gain infor-, 



mation, and OHTupt your citizens. Every aid in your - g. . 
power must be given, to prevent rnty vessels sailing 
with provisions. By us, the enemy must not be fed. 
Let none pass ; for on this will depend oiu* safe^, un« 
tU we can get a competent force in the field, to op- 
pose attack, or become the assailants. We have 
marc to dread fix)m intestine, than open and avow- 
ed enemies : but, vigilance on our side, and all wij^ 
be safe* Remember, our watch word is victc»y or 
death. Our country must and shall be defended. 
We will enjoy out liberty, or die in the last ditch." 

He forwarded, at the same time, an address to the 
people of Louisiana, and endeavoured to excite them 
to a defence of their r^hts and liberties, and to raise 
in their minds an abhorrence of an enemy, whoy by 
proclamation, and ^shonourable stmt£^m, was seek- 
mg to promote disunion, and draw the disaffected 
to his standard. He pointed out the course the pre- 
sent cri^s required them to adopt, and entreated them 
not to be lured from tiieir fiddity to a country, of all 
others tiie freest and happiest, by uniting with a foe, 
who sought a furtherance of his views, by the most 
disreputable pretences,—*by courting the friendship 
and aid of even traitors, pirates, and robbers. 

<( Your government, Louiaianians, is engaged in a Address 
just and honourable contest, for the security of your ctti^ena 
individual, and*her national rights. The only country °^ i^«wi- 
on earth, where man enjoys fi^eedom, where its bless- 
ing are alike extended to the poor and rich, calls on 
you to protect her from tiie grasping usurpation of 
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CHAP. Britam : — sbe w31 not caH in vain. I know that evcxy 

VIII 

' man, whose bosom beatfi high, at the proud tide of 



jg^^ freeman, will piomptly obey her vmce, and laDy round 
the ea^es of his country, resdvisd to rescue her from 
impending danger, or nobly die in her defence. AVho 
refuses to defend Us rights, when odted xm by his 
government, deserves to be a slave,— deserves to be 
punished, as an enemy to his country^-^ friend to her 
Ibes." 

.0 The minds of the people of tfab stalie were thus 
gradually turned to consider of the contest, in which 
it was certainly expected they would be*dK>rdy en- 
gaged, diat they m^;fat be ready and prepared to meet 
it, when the event diould arrive. Preparations for 
collecting, in sufficient strengdi to repel an invasion, 
when it should be attempted, had been carried acdve- 
ly forward. The fiat ctf* the secretary of war had been 
issued to the governors of the adjoining states: and 
Jackson had long ^nce anxiously pressed them to 
hasten the execution of the order, and push their 
forces to the place of danger, without dday. The 
ardour felt by the governor of Tennessee, rendered 
any incentive unnecessary. He was well aware of the 
importance of activity and exertion, and had used all 
the authority of his office, to call the requisiti<m fr)rth, 
and have it in reai&iess. 
ViUtUare '^^ Venerable Shelby, of Kentucky, had been no 
called outiess vigilant, in discharge of the duty required of 
him* The necessi^ of despatch, in military matters, 
and the advantages resulting from it, in his youth, 
and more advanced age, he had studied and learn- 
ed in the field of batde. The troops fitnn his state 
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orgapized ;— placed under the com- CHAP, 
mand of major general Thon^, and proceeded down^^,.^^ 
die Ohio, to r^ist the inroads of the enemy.^ It .g. . 
may be esteemed a circumstance of great good for- 
tune, that Shelby, at a time so perilous as that in which 
the United States were placed, during the period of 
his services, should have been the chief magistrate of 
Kentucky ; a state possessing ample resources, and 
which might have slumbered in inaction, but far the 
enei^ of him who filled her executive chair. He did 
not remain contented with a discharge of those dudes, 
merely imposed on him by his office ; but^ feeling the 
ardour of his youth revived, excited his citizens by 
manly appeals, . and inspirited them by Ms own ex- 
ample. The government had never called upon the 
patriotism of 4his state, that it had not been met with 
a becoming zeal by the governor, and as cheerfully 
aod promptly acquiesced in by his people. The 
bravery i;rith which they crowded to the American 
standard, at the first onset of danger, where they firm- 
ly supported the honour of the natiqp, enduring cold, 
and hunger, ^nd every privation, is remembered, and 
will not be forgotten. 

William Carroll, who, on the promotion of Jackson 
in the army of the United States, had been appointed 
a -major general, was to command the requisition in- 



• Although this requisition was ready to proceed, yet the 
state of the quarter master's department was inadequate to 
those outfits and supplies necessary to its departure. Thus 
situated, individuals of the state came forward, pledged their 
funds, and enabled. it to set out 



1814. 
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CHAP, tended to be marched fixNn Tennessee. Hehadissoed 

VIII 

* ^his orders to lus divi^»^ and, on die 19di of De* 
cember, die day sqip(»nted for tfaeir rendezvous, twen« 
ty-five hundred of die yeomanry of the state appeared 
at Nashville ; and, in eig^ days, embarked on board 
their boats, and directed their way to New Qrieansi 
the place of their destination. To the industry of ge- 
neral Carroll, in hastming those arrangements, which 
enabled his diviaon so soon to depart, every respect i» 
due ; for to his fortunate arrival, as will be seen here- 
after, is greatly to be attributed the reason that success 
did not result to the enemy, in his first assault, or that 
Louii»ana escaped the impending danger. 

The militia, now organized from these two states, 
were respectable for their numbers, and command- 
ed by officers, who carried with them entire cc»ifi- 
deiice. In Ixavery, they were not surpassed by any 
troops ; yet were they without experience or discipline, 
and poorly armed. Many had procured muskets and 
baypnets ; though the greater part of them had arms 
capable of rendering litde or no service; and some had 
n<me. To remedy their want of discipline was at- 
tended with some difficulty, on account of the slender 
means afforded for instruction, while, in boats, thqr 
were descending the river. Carroll's anxie^, how- 
ever, for the respectable appearance of his troops, and 
a still stronger desire entertsuned, that they might be 
in a situation for immediate action, should necessity, 
oln his arrival, require it, led him to seize even on. the 
limited opportunities for imprqvement, that were with- 
in his reach. Whenever, firom adverse winds, or any 
other cause preventing his progress, he was compelled 
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to stop, his men were immediately brought to receive CHAP, 
every information that could, under such circumstances, 
be comtnunicated ; and often, while floating with the 
stream, the decks of his boats formed a field for their 
manoeuvres. Although in this way, considerable pro- 
gress was made, and some advantages gained, yet they 
were but militia-men, and as yet altogether unqualified 
to meet the veteran troops, with which thqr were go^ 
ing to contend. 

Although general Jackson had obtained his suc- 
cesses, heretofore, with troops of this description, yet 
he was far fit)m entertsdning a belief that they could 
be relied on, for manoeuvring in an open field, against 
troops who were skilled, and iniu'ed to war. None 
knew better the point of exertion to which militia 
could be strained; that while successful, and rest- 
ing with confidence in themselves, none could eifect 
more ; but when once dispirited, they became a use- 
less weight Taught by the recollection of his own 
difficulties, that forces of this description were ever 
capricious and reflectory, he had heretofore brought to 
the notice of the secretary of war, a new and different 
course firom what had been before pursued, as being 
more efficient, less expensive, and better calculated 
for the purposes of defence. In a letter to him, of the 
20th of November, 1814, he observes, " Permit me 
to suggest a plan, which, on a feir experiment, will do Mode of 
away or lessen the expenses, under the existing mode [n|^iin. 
of calling: militia forces into the field. Whenever there quencics 

° ^ ^ , m the w> 

happens to be a deficiency in the regular force, m any my. 
particular quarter, let the government determine on the 

necessary number : this should be apportioned among 

• 
1 1 
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CHAP, the different istates, agreeably to their respective repre^ 
sentationsy and called into service for^ and during, the 
war. The quota wanted will, in my opinion, be soon 
raised, from premiums offered by those who are sub- 
ject to militia duty, rather than be harassed by repeated 
drafts. In the mean time, let the present bounty, ^ven 
by tfie government, be also continued. If this be 
done, I will ensure that an effective force shall soon 
appear in eveiy quarter, amply sufEcient far the reduc- 
tion of Canada, and to drive all our enemies from our 
shores." 

Such was the course of things, and such the plans 
adopted for security and safety, when the general 
reached New Orleans. The period was too moment- 
ous to afford him a respite from business ; and he im- 
mediately adopted such measures as could be earliest 
effected, and were best calculated for resistance and 
defence. 

The legislature c^ Louisiana had been fr)r some 
weeks in session ; and, through the governor's com- 
munication, had been informed of the situation and 
strength of the country, and of the necessity of calling 
all its resources into action ; but, balancing in their 
decisions, land uncertain of the best course to be pur- 
sued, to assure protection, they as yet had resolved 
upon nothing proimsing certainty and safety, or calcu- 
lated to infuse tranquillity and confidence in the public 
mind. The arrival of Jackson, however, produced a 
new aspect in affairs. His activity and zeal in prepa- 
ration, and his reputation as a brave man and skilful 
commander, turned all eyes towards him, and inspired 
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even the desponding with a confidence they had not CHAP, 
before fdt. ^"'• 



The volunteer corps of the city were reviewed, and 
*a viat, in person, made to the different forts, to ascer- 
tain their situations, and the reliance that might be had 
on them, to repel the enemy's advance- Through the 
lakes, their large vessels could not pass : should an ap- 
proach be attempted, through this route, in their barges, 
it might be met and opposed by the gim boats, which 
already guarded this passage ; but if, unequal to the 
contest, they should be captured, it would, at any rate, 
give timely information of a descent, which might be 
resisted on the landing, before an opportunity could 
be had of executing fully their designs. Up the Mis- 
sissippi, however, was looked upon as the most pro- 
bable pass, through which might be made an attempt 
to reach the city ; and here were progressing suitable 
preparations for defence. 

We have already noticed that colonel Hayne had 
been despatched from Mobile, with directions to view 
the Mississippi, near its mouth, and report if any ad- 
vantageous position could be found for the erection of 
batteries ; and whether the re-establishment of the old 
fort at the Balize could command the river, in a way 
to prevent its being ascended. That it could . not be 
relied on for this purpose, the opinions of military 
men had already declared. General Jackson was al- 
ways disposed to respect the decisions of those, who, 
from their character and standing, were entitied to 
confidence: yet in matters of great importance, it 
formed no part of his creed to attach his feith to the 
statements of any, where the object being within his* 
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CHAP, reacl^ ^k was in hb power to satisfy himselE Trusting 
' ^implicitly in cdond Hayne, as a military man, who. 



1814. fiom proper ob«ervatk»s, could infer coneacondu- 
sions, he had been de^atched to examine how £ar ifr 
was practicable to obstruct and secure this channd. 
His report was OHifirmatoiy of the previous informa- 
ticm reccdvedy that it was incapable, bota its situatioo,- 
gf effixting any such object 

Fort St Philips was now resorted to, as the lowest 
Q^^^g^ point on the river, wheie the erection of works could 
pUns be at all serviceable. The general had returned to 

adopted " 

for de. New Orleans, on the Oth^ from a visit to thb place, 
^'^^ which he had ordered to be repaired and strengthened. 
The commanding officer was directed to remove eveiy 
combustible material without the £art ; to have two 
additional platforms immediately raised ; and the exn*- 
brasures so enlarged, that the ordnance might have 
the greatest possible sweep upon their circles, and be 
brought to bear on any object within their range, that 
might ap{MX)ach either up or down the river. At a 
3mall distance below, the Mis^s^ppi, changing its 
course, left a neck of land in the bend, covered with 
timber, and which obstructed the view. From tlus 
point, down to where old Fort Bourbon stood, on the 
west »de, the growth along the bank was ordered to 
be cut away, that the shot from St Philips, ran^ng 
across this point of land, might reach an approaching 
vessel, before she shoifld be unmasked from behind it 
On th,e site of Bourbon, was to be thrown upa strong 
work, defended by five twenty-four pounders, which, 
with the fort above, would expose an enemy to a cross 
^fire, for half a mile. . A nule abov^ St* Plulips was to 
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be established a woxl:, ^ivfaich, in conjunction with the CHAP, 
others, would command tibe river fbt two miles. At^^^^^^^^ 
Terre au BcEuf, and at the English turn, twelve mUes ^^^^^ 
below the cit^ were also to be taken measures for de- 
fence ; where it was expected by Jackson, with Ms 
flying artillery aivi fire ships, he would be able, cer- 
tainly, to arrest the aiemy's advance. This system of 
defence, properly estabUshed, he believed would give 
security fiqpm any attack in this direction. Fort St. 
Philipg, with the assistant batteries, above and below, 
would so concentrate their fires, that an enemy could 
never pass, without sufferii^ gf^^yi and perhaps 
being so shattered, that they would fell an easy prey • 
to those still higher up the river. The essential dif- 
ficulty was to have them commenced, and speedily 
finished. On returning, he hastened to apprize the 
governor of his views, and ^itreated him to aid in thefa* 
fintherance. It was ]»'oposed to submit it to the oxisi- 
deration of the legislature, and to prevail, if possible, 
with the planters, to furnish their negroQ^) by whom 
alone such work could, in so insalubrious a climate, 
be safety done. ^^ If what is proposed be performed," 
said he, ** I will stand pledged that the invaders of your 
state shall never, through this route, reach yoinr city." 
He desired to be informed, early, of the success of tlie 
application, and how far the legislature would be cUs< 
posed to extend their fostering care to the objects sug- 
gested ; that, in the event of feilure, he might have re* 
course to such resources as were within his reach. 
" But," added he, " not a moment is to be lost With 
energy and expedition, all is safe -.-—delay, and all is 
lost," 
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CHAP. The plans of operation and defence were projecting 
^on an extensive scale. The only objects of fear were 
the trdtors whof infested the city ; and to tiiese, after 
the most incessant exertions, he had well nigh fidlen a 
victim. 

The legislature had met his views wth becoming 
zeal ; and the necessary measures had been taken, to 
have the selected points for defence completed in the 
shortest possible time ; which would present, on the 
Mississippi, barriers, that it was not feared the enemy 
would be able to pass. 

Upon lakes Borgne and Pontchartrain, an equally 
strong confidence was had, that all would be safe fix>m 
invasion. Commodore Patterson, who commanded 
the naval forces, had executed every order with prompt- 
ness and activity. Agreeably to instructions rteeived 
from the commanding general, to extend to all the 
G bo P^s^^ ^^ ^^ lakes every protection in his power, he 
are sent had already sent out the gun boats, under lieutenant 
Borgne. Jones. From their vigilance and capability to defend, 
great advantages were calculated to arise ; added to 
which, the Rigolets, the communication between the 
two lakes, was defended by Petit CoquiUe fortj a strong 
work, under the command of captain Newman, which, 
when acting in conjunction with the gun boats, it ivas 
supposed would be competent to repel any assault that 
might here be waged. The prospects of defence had 
been improved, by detachments sent out to fell timber 
across every small bayou and creek, leading out of the 
lakes, and through which a passage for boats and 
barges could be afforded ; and to increase the obstruc- 
tion, by sinking large frames in their beds, and filling 
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tfaem with earth« Guards and videttes were out, to CHAP, 
watch every thing that passed, and give the earliest 
information. In despite of these jMrecautionaiy mea- 
sures, treachery opened a way, and pointed the entrance 
<^ the enemy to a narrow pass, through which they ef- 
fected a landing, and reached, previously to being dis- 
covered, the; banks of the Mis^ssippi. 

Such were the measures adopted for the protection 
of Louisiana, against an attack,Vluch, although hither- 
to resting on conjecture, was supported by too many 
stroi^ circumstances to admit of doubt. Information 
of a large force having left England, filled with high 
hopes and expectations-^the attack on Fort Bowyer, 
and the inflammatory proclamations, already published, 
with anonymous letters, received from persons in the 
West Indies and Pensacola, known, and to be relied 
QQ, all tended strongly to unfold their views, and to 
dissipate every thing like doubt^ But the time was 
at hand when conjecture was giving place to certainty ; 
when the intentions of the enemy were fully develop- 
ing themselves ; and the fact £urly presented, that 
Louiaana would fall, and her principal city be sacked, 
unless the brave men, associated to defend her, should 
stand, firmly resolved to justify the high expectations 
formed of their valour. Certain information was at British 
hand, of an English fleet being now oflF Cat and Ship ^^^^^^""^^ 
island, within a short distance of the American lines, ^^ ^<^*- 
where their strength and numbers were daily increas- 
ing- 
Lieutenant Jones, in command of the gun boats, on 

Lake Bprgne, was directed to reconnoitre, and ascer- 

» See note B. 
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CHAP, taki their dispoei^on and force ; and, in the event diejr 
^should attempt, through thb route, to effect a disem* 



1814 l^^^^^y ^ redre to the Rigolets, and there, with his 
flotilla, make an obstinsAe resistance, and contend to 
the last. He remained off Ship island, until the 12th 
of December; when, understandii^ the enemy's forces 
were much increased, he thought it most advisable to 
change his anchorage, and retke to a position near 
Malheureux island. Tnis course was rendered more 
necessary, because affording a safer position, and, in 
the event of being* attacked, a better opportunity of 
making good his retreat to the R^cdets, where al<xie 
he was instructed to attempt oppo^ticm. Whoever 
looks upon a map of the country, will at once discover 
the importance of the place, if driven into action with 
a greatly superior force. This, and Chef Menteur, 
which unite at the entrance to the lake, and form a 
narrow channel, constitutes the only pass into Pont* 
chartrain. By reaching it, the gun boats would pre- 
sent as formidable an opposition as could be made by 
all the force that could be brought against them, and 
put at defiance any effi:Ht that could be made, to gain 
the city through this route. 

On the 13th, Jones discovered the enemy moving 
off in his barges, and directing hb way towards Pass 
Christian. He was not Icmg in doubt, as to the objects 
probably had in view ; for, although at first it was sup- 
posed to be ^< a disembarkation, intended to be landed 
there, yet, on their passing it, and pursuing their course 
sdll further westwardly, he at once concluded an attack 
on the gun boats was designed." His orders left him 
no discretion, as to the place he should meet and fight 
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tileni. Indeed, his flolSia, al^ii|^ quke mcaasoAef- CHAP, 
able ia numbers,, wssof too mueh consequcpice to tfae^ 
utioa, at tbis juncture, to^be inadvertently risked, or 
in &ct risked at all, uokas under circumstancea giving 
a decided superioDity. In no other way was this to be 
obtain^ than by.res^chit^ the point to whichhe had 
been ordered : this be endeavoured to effect, as soon 
as he became salasfied <£ what was intended by thfeir 
pnoseitt movement. Wei§^g, thcac^ore, his anchors, 
witfi the design of r^obi^g the.pusiiion refepred to in 
U» ciders, he soon discovered it to be whpUy imprac- 
ticable, , A strong vi^d having bi^wn for some days 
tf> tbf^ east, from the ladke to the guli^ h^ sp reduced 
die depth of watetj thajb due. beat 4«d deepest xdiamiela 
were inai|&4Wl.to ^oat hia litde squadron. The oars 
were uesorted to, but without rendering the least as- 
listanee: it was immoveable^. Recourse was nojw 
had .to thrbwifig. every thing oViSsbpaxd that could be 
^Nirfd, to Ug^n and Bring them off ; all, however, 
ilMtinefeQt)i^,-^noi)^ii9 cQt4d a|{bid relief* At this 
moment ^f extremis {)^ aqd dai^;er^ due tide coming 
anddenly in^ relieved from^predent embuiaasment, and 
IMtmg them'frotn the ahoal^ they .bore away from th^ 
attack meditajted;. divi^ted thi^ course for the Rigo- 
lets ; aiid came to anchcx* a( one o'clock the next morn- 
ing, on the west passage of Malheureux isle; where, at 
day, they discovered the pursuit had been abandoned. 
At the bay of St. Louis was a smaU depot of public 
flijqres, which had, that morning, been direpted, by 
lieutenant Jone% to be brought off. Mr. Johnston, on 
IxMod die Sea Hcvse, had proceeded in the execution 
of this order. The enemy, on .the retreat of Jones, 
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' ^uiiaUe to eflect it, they were diiven buck. An addt- 



jgi^ tional race iiow proceeded s^ainst him ; 11^^ 

action commenced, and the afisdants were agwi com- 
pelled to retire, with some loss. Johnston, satbied 
that it was out of hb power successfidly' to' ddfend 
himself, and con^derii^ it hopeless to Maapt mdlkagf 
infiiceof so large a force, widitiie gun boats <^ Mai* 
heureux, determined to blow up his vessd, birni Ae 
Loss of ^^'i^) ^^ effect his retreat bf land* A prodigious 
^ Sea explofion, and flames bursdi^ on Ms View, assUFei 
Jones of the probfift>le step Aat had been taken« 

£arl3r on the morning of die 14tli, die eftemy^ 
batges, lying about rane miks to the east, sudde&fy 
weighed their anchors ; and, getting under way^ pco* 
ceeded westwardly to the pass, where our gun boaiB 
still lay. The same difiouhy tliey had experience 
yesterday was now encountered. Perceiving die ap* 
proach of the enemy's floliIla,*an atteii^t was madeto 
retreat ; but in vain* The wfaid was eodraly hdkdl^ 
and a perfect cakn prevaHed ; white a strong cnrMutj 
setting to die gulf, reHdenod eviery ^fort to retire una* 
vailing. No allemative was at hand ; but a An^ 
course was left ;*-Hx> meet and ight them. Atoncetiie 
resolution was adopted, to avail themselves of the be^ 
position they could obtain, wait dieir sqiproach, 4mi 
defied themselves, whilst diere was a hope of succ^ 
The line was fcHined, with springs on the cables, 
and all were'waidng, composedly, the arrival of a foe, 
who imagined himsdf advancing to an ea^ conquest. 
The contest, in so open and un&voiHBble a situation, 
and against so sirperior a force, promised, indeed, to 
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be a vay unequal cne : yet the firmness and hcavery CHAP. 
vAAdtk had always characterized our fearless tars in. 



•battle, were, on this occasion, not to be tarnished: An .^^ . 
ttofertunate statte of diings, whidi they could not oon- 
trol^' had brought them into batde at a mome&t, and 
under circumstanoes, their discretion did not approve ; 
biit> being inevitable, every mind was determined on 
a desperate stand ; and still, diougfa beaten, to preserve 
unsuBied tfadr repotalioii,-*-dieir flag fixim dishcmour. 
' Forty-tiunee boats> mounting as many cannon, with 
twdve hundred cfaoaen men, wdl armed^ constituted 
the s&migth of the assailants. Advancing in extended 
line, diqr were presently in reach : and. at half after 

ZI7 Ji u • 11^ . I. -i Battle on 

eleven o'clock, commenesng a fire, the, action soon the lake, 
became genend. Owdng to a strong current, setting ^^^^ 
out to die east, two of the boats, numbera 156 and ^^^ 
.163, were unable to keep their anchorage, and flof^sed 
dxmt an bundled yards in advance of the line. This 
circumstance was unfertandte ; for although it could 
fay vo means be ealeubted, that victory could be at- 
-tandaiit on a oooflict^ where strength and numbws 
weceso/d faprop orti o nale, yet, could tbe line have been 
preserved, the chances fix:.defence would have been 
iacreaaed,-'4fae qiportunity more fevourri^ for ii^ct- 
ing injury, and crippling die foe, while the period of 
die contest would We -been protracted. Every mo- 
MBit this could have been prokmged would haye 
proved essentially advantageous ; for soon as the wind 
should spring up, which yet continv.ed lulled, the boats 
would be rendoed more manageable, and an opportu- 
nity aflSntled of retiring finom the batde, whenever the 
result promised to become fatal. 
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^vuT' '^^ enemy, coming up with Ae two gim boats^ 
^^^^^^^^in advance of the line, and fd3ring on iheir numb^^vs 
jg^^^ and' supposed superior skiU, determined to board. 
Fcx* this purpose, several of their barges bore down 
on number 156, commanded by lieutenant Joaei^ 
but fidled in the attempt; they were repulsed^ with an 
immense destruction, both in th^ officers and ciew, 
and two of their boats sunk ; one d[ than, with one 
hundred and eighty men, went down, immediatdy un- 
der the stem of number 156. Again rallying, with a 
stronger force than before, anc^er desperate assault 
was made, to bpaid, and carry at the point* of the 
sword, which was again repelled, with considerable 
loss. The ccmtest was now bravely waged, and ^ir 
ritedty resisted. Lieutenant Jones, unable to keep 
oa the deck, fix)m a severe wound he had received, 
retired, leaving the command with George Parker, 
who no less valiantly defended his flag, until, severd^ 
. wounded, he was forced to leave his post. No longer 
able to maintain the conflict, and overpowered by mi- 
^fcrioF numbers, th^ yielded the victory, after a con- 
test of forty minutes, in whidi every thing was done 
that gallantry could do, and nothing unperformed 
that duty requa^. The commandant wa^ ably sup. 
ported by Ueutenants Spedder and M<£ver, of num- 
bers 168 and 123, and by sailing masters Ubick and 
Deferris, of numbers 163 and S. The two former 
were wounded ; M^Ever severely, in both arms ; in 
one so badly, as to be compelled to have it amputated. 
It is unnecessary to take up the time of the reader, in 
commendation of this Spartan band : dieir braveiy aad 
good conduct will be long remembered and admired^ 
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and excite emotions, much BbcoagorAmn language can OHAP. 
paint The great disparity of force between the com- 



batants, added to the advitotages the enemy derived i^i^ 
from the peculiar conittiiclion of their boatB> which gave 
them an opportunity to take any poaitioa that circum- 
stances and safety directedy whale the others lay wholly 
unmanageable, presents a curious and strange result ; 
liiat, wMle the American loss was but six killed, and 
thirty-five wounded, that of their assailapte was not 
less than three hundred* The British have never af- 
forded us any light upon this subject : but, fixNBi eve- 
ly infcxtnation, and from all the attendant circum- 
stances of die batde, it was even believed to have em* 
ceeded this number; of wUch a large proportion was 
officers.* 

The Briti^ returned to their slupping, at Cat island, 
with their prisoners, carrykig with them a convincing 
argument, to do away the belief urith which they had 
arrived, that, in tins section of country, the inhabitants 
were waiting, with open arms, to receive them ; abd 
that the forces embo^ed for its defence would retire, 
at the first appearance of danger. It was the same ar- 
gument which, a few weeks before, had been made to 
colonel NichoUs, at Fort Bowyer, and which had pro- 
duced on his mind such conviction, as to render him 



Boats. 


Men. 


Gain 


♦ The British had 43 


1200 


43 


The Americans 5 


182 


23 
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6o that the ditptrity of force was as ei^t— seven-— and near- 
ly two to one. 
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CHAP, nowttbur, at #t* tine, <b4 ^ flMtter dwuU be fur- 
tho: discussed in }us presence. 

Thb dinsler was mntmffid to general Jackwii, 
while on a visit to the Isdces*^ fvhkber he had gone to 
enmine the situatiDo of th^«4Ufeeei«t woiks, iiken 
etwted. He heaid it mtfa mncb concjcm ; fiar od it 
impertant ooHequenoeB mrted. The meatus df watch- 
ing the enemy, and a^oertainsog his projasts, were now 
eiit oSf and ^k necessity imposed^ of vcaorlsog far 
SBfetjr, in tins dsrecdcHit to entire)^ diffaeot iiemedies. 

Aided by ours^^and the great number of their oMi 
boats, his fears for tiie aafe^ of Mot^ weie modi 
nereased. Theiqypfefaensiona wluch he had constai^y 
emertained fJET thb phce were of the most tivety kind. 
Although he had every confidence in the gaUont com- 
mander at Fort Bpwyer, yet he wdl knew how ii 



cient were the exertions of a brave man, when assafl- 
ed by superior strength and numbens. The secuxity 
of tlus jdace was to htm a matter of the greatest coo- 
cem. It seems to have been an object tlifl^ never sirf^ 
fidendy fiutened ituslf on the consideration^ 
my. Hb own apprehennons of an invasdon faere^ as 
affecting much more seriously .die interest <tf the lower 
country, was to iiim a cause of eonstaat unesuwiess. 
He felt confident, that, wUle tins remained safe, so 
might the country adfacent ; but if it fdl, conquered 
by a greatly superior force, the settlements on the 
Mobile and Alabama rivers would become trttnitaiy, 
and New Oilcans be involved in the general ruin* 
Deeply impressed with the importance of the place, he 
had heretofore brought to the view of the secretary of 
war the propriety and necessi^ of adopting such a 
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eoms^ as abbold ptooeit eniirclf «wt €f/tlie7ifMl|^ ^fOH ap« 
danger. To effect this^ he had jMPoposed that 8 te^^ 
fligaHe, momiting fecty*l6iir guns, ifAkkkf^ fcr aome 
e«it8€^ to him .inikziioim, had been left an the stocks^ 
aCTdbifoitte, m an uafimiahed state, should be com-' 
pleted, and applied to dus purpose* '^Lether/' iie 
rMairited, '^ be piaoed in the Navy Core, ivUdmiffi 
protect die rear of tiie fiirt ; imdnqr life, upon it, tab 
Aowwid ttoo{»,.andal(theBndahfl^ tsaonottaba 
die place, nor esiter ihe bqr. This wilL be dieir pc^nt 
cCaltadc; tfofriiedi thejruiittpCBfitraile die Indian na^ 
don,--*-diere make a standi and excite ^ savages to 
wsecy and the negroes tbtinauxveetian* and maaoacre;*-* 
pteetntte, if thejr can, to<the ksft bank of the Missis* 
uppL, and «rrest att communioationb If they succeed 
iflf diis, the lower ooontry fidls, tif coofse*? Nodiing, 
bMrever, had ever beca done^ and die defence txav 
sested- on die mean^urUeb he himaelf could reach* 
An express , was seiit to. general Wioofaeater, af^suog 
faiin of whathad happmed; dat aU coinmuniGatiQD 
being cut off, he must look tx> tbe procuring supplies 
far has army, icom Tefmeasee, diilokigh the posts es- 
tebliafaed in die Credc countiy. ^^ The enemy,'' he 
«natinues, ^' wiU attempt, throng Pass Huron, to reach 
you: watch, nor suffisr youndf to be surprised ; hasten 
and throw sufiicient supplies into Fort Bowyer ;. and 
guard vigilandy the oomniunicadon fix>m Fort Jack- 
son, lest it be destroyed. Mobile p<»at must be supr 
ported and defended, at every hazard. The enemy 
has given us a large coast to guari»; but I trust, with 
the smiles of, hea;ven9 to be able to meet and defeat 
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CHAP.Uni, at erery poitt be inof veHtare bfe fiiot upcB the 
^"^- land.'^ 

IncreaBed vigiknce, and enlarged ezeotkmst were 
now reqtured^ to guard tbe.<iiffi»enl ixmteS) tfarougli 
wluch they m^t sedc to make good their progrfcs^ 
and readi the object of thdr visits IV^ch* La^costipi 
commatuyng die^ boAldioB of c<tto«nie)d<tim>p^ n^as <k^. 
dcred^ with two piooes of <wiBridn9ind.a srflicknt fonty 
to take post, and defend the Chrif/MenteiHrj-tedy tiuft 
led fitmi the head of lake Boi^n&AQ.New Ofieans. fe 
fiurt, whomever an inlet oc craeky of tiie sisaUeat ^hstf 
putdng in, justified the belief, that tfaongh it an en- 
trance might be. effected, sukaMe anangementa were 
made, to oppose die paBaage,\ and present ^pproBusk* 
Through the Bigolets was preamned the. most l)robar 
ble route die enemy wiHild adrenture, that, by fpast 
ing lake Pontehartmu^ a landkig might be ioade^ 
above or below, or at bayou Sl John, opposiie ikt 
dty ; and, by a divisioh of tiieir forces, make such a 
diversion, as, withrawtroo^ could not be met^:UBdir 
any circumstances of advantage. 

This place had been confided to cafstaan Newman^ 
of the artiUery. Jt ivas^an important pdnt, as weQ fior 
the purposes already nanaed^ as being a podtinn i^i^ience 
any movement on the lakes could be discovered. Oa 
tile 22d, it was reinfbroed by several heavy pieces cf 
camxMi, and an additional supply of . men. Hewaa 
advised by the general, of its consequence, and. that it 
was not to be inconffldemtely y idded ; but that, in the 
event he should Ift compelled to abaidon it, every 
thing being properly seciued, he was to make good 
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his retreat tp Chef Meoteiir. where he would be eo* CHAP, 
vered by an additionai force : '* But," added he " you^^^>rO 
are not to retreat, until your ju^ment is weU ccHivinc- tot a 
od that it is absdutdy nece^saiy to the veiy salva« 
Hon of your command/* 

On the 16th» the militia were reviewed by Jackson, jacbon 
He had found, oa lus first anival at New Orleans, T^^^. 

• ' the nih' 

mch a state of deiqaondcncy manifested by the peojilei tUk 
that to remove it had called forth all his exertions. 
His active and incessant endeavours to have defended 
eveiy accessible point, and a confidence, constantly 
evinced, that his resources were commensurate with 
all the purposes of successful resistance, had complete- 
ly undermined those fears, at first so generally indulge 
ed. Lest, from what had latdy happened, the same 
state of things might be again j^roduced, was the prin- 
cipal cause of appearing before them, to<-day, on re^^ 
view ; to convince them, by his deportment, that the 
safety, of the dty was not to be despaired of. He di- 
rected an address, previously prepared for the pur- 
pose, to be read to them. It was drawn in. langu^ie 
breathing the warmth of his own feelings, and well 
calculated to communicate and inspire the same glow 
to others. He told them that they were contending 
for all that could render life de^rabk; ^^For your His ad« 
property and lives ; — for that which is dearer th^n all, ^JJ ^ 
your wives and children ; — ^for lU)erty, without which, 
country, life, and property, are not worth possessing. 
£ven the embraces of wives and children are a re- 
proach to the wretch, who would deprive them by his 
iKywardice, of those inestimable Uessings. You are 
to contend with an enemy who seeks to deprive you 
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CHAP, of the least of these, — who avows a war of vengeantic 
' ,and desolation, carried on and marked by cruelties, 
lusts, and horrors, unknown to dvilized nations. 

<< Natives of die United States ! tfaeenemy you are to 
contend with are the oppressors of your infimt politicd 
existence-^tiiqr are the men your fathers fought and 
conquered, wh<mi»you are now to oppose. Descend- 
ants of Frenchmen ! natives of France ! they are Elog- 
lish, the hereditary , die eternal enemies of your andent 
country, the invaders of that you have adopted, who 
are your foes. Spaniards ! remember the conduct of 
your allies at St. Sebastian, and recently at Pensaco- 
la, and rejoice that you have an opportunity of aveng- 
ing the brutal injuries inflicted by men who dishonour 
the human race. Louisianians ! your general rejoices 
to witness the spirit that animates you, not (Hily for 
your honour, but your safety ; for whatever had been 
your conduct or wishes, Ms duty would have led, and 
yet will lead him to confound the citizen, unmindful 
of his rights, vnth the enemy he ceases to oppose; 
Comman^ng.men.who know their rights, and are de- 
termined to defend them, he salutes you as brethren in 
arms ; and has now a new motive to exert all his fa- 
culties, which shall be strained to the utmost, in your 
defence. Continue with the eneqgy you have begun, 
and he promises you not only safety, but victory over 
an insdent foe, who has insulted you by an affected 
doubt of your attachment to the constitution of your 
country. Your enemy is near ; lus sails already cover 
the lakes : but the brave are united ; and if he find 
us contending among ourselves, it will be for the prize 
of valour,-*-and &me, its noblest reward.'^ 
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Befastance on the lakes being at an end, no. doubt CHAP, 
was entertsdned, but that the moment for action would, 
be, as early as the enemy could make his jMrepa- 
mtioDs to proceed. At what point, at what time, and 
with a force how greatly superior to his own, were 
matters whoUy resting in uncertsunty, and could not 
be known, until they actually transpired. All the 
means for opposition were to be seized on, without 
delay. That the hour of attack was not far distant, 
wi^ confirmed by a circumstance which reflects no 
considerable honour oa the officer in command of the 
fleet. The day after the contest on the lakes, Mr. 
Shields, purser in the navy , was de^tched with a flag, 
to Cat island, accompanied by Dr. Murrell, for the 
purpose of alleviating l^e situation of our wounded, 
and to effect a negotiation, by which they should be 
liberated on parole. We are not aware that such an 
application militated against the usages and customs 
of war : if not, the flag of truce ^ould have been re- 
spected ; nor ought its bearer to have been detained as 
a prisoner. Admiral Cochrane's fears, that it was a 
wile, designed to find out his strength and situation, are 
&r firom presenting a sufficient excuse for so wanton 
an outrage on propriety. If this were sqpprdiended, 
could not the messengers have been met, at a distanpe 
fit>m the fleet, and ordered back, without a nearer ap*- 
proach ? Had this been done, no information could 
have been gained, and the object designed to be se- 
cured by their detention would have been answered, 
without infiinging that amicable intercourse between 
contending armies, which, when violated or disregard* 
edy opens a door to brutal and savage war&re, Find^ 
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CHAP, ing they did not return, die c^use of it was at onee 
^"^- coiTecdy divined. 

EsaAy on the 15th, expresses were sent off, up dbe 
coast, in quest of general Cc^ee ; to endeavour to pro-^* 
cure information of the Kentucky and T^nne^see di« 
'^est'of ^^^^'^i wluch it was hoped were not far distant, and 
general to xirge their speedy approach. In his communication 
^^' to Coffee, the general observes, ^« You must not sleep, 
until you arrive within striking distance. Your accus'^ 
tomed activity is looked for. Innumerable defiles 
present themselves, where your riflemen will be all 
important. An opportunity is at hand, to reap for 
yourself and brigade the approbation of your country.*' 
In obedience to the cider he had received at Mo- 
bile, to occupy some central portion, where his horses 
might be subsisted, and whence he might act ast^ir- 
cumstances should require, Coffee had proceeded as 
^ as Sandy creek, a small distance above Baton 
, Rouge, where he had halted. His brigade, on its 
march, bad been greatly exposed, and had encountered 
many hardships, The cold season had set in ; and, 
for twenty days, it had rained incessantly. The waters 
were raised to uncommon heights, and every creek 
and bayou was to be bridged or swum, Added^ to 
tfa s, their march was through a poor country, but 
thinly setded, where litde subsistence was to be had, 
and that procured with much difficulty. He had been 
at this place eight or ten days, when, late on th^ 
night of the 17th, the express, despatched from head 
quarters, reached him. He lost no time in executing 
the order ; and, directing one of his regiments, which, 
finr the greater convenience of garaging, lay about six 
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miles off, to unke with him, he was feadr in the mom* CHAP. 

VIII 

ing, and marched the instant it amved. In conse-, 
quence ci innumerable exposures, there were, at this 
time, three hundred on Ms sick list* These being 
left, he commenced his march, with twelve hundred 
and HRj men. The weadier yet continued extremely 
Qold and rainy, wluch prevented their proceeding witii 
the celerity, die exigency of the moment so much re- 
quired. Coffee, pei^ceiving tiiat the movement of his 
whole force, in a body, would perhaps occasion delays, 
ruinous to the main object in view, oixlered all who 
were well moimted, and able to proceed, to advance 
with him; while the rest of his brigade, unda* suitable 
officers, were left to follow on, as &st as the weak and 
exhausted condition of their h(»'ses would pennit. His 
force, by this arrangement, was reduced to ei^t hun- 
dred men, with whom he moved with the utmost 
industry. Having marched eighty miles the last day, 
he encamped, on the night of the 19th, within fifteen 
miles of New Orleans, nuiking, in two days, a distance 
of one hundred and fifty miles. Continuing his ad- 
vance, early next morning, he halted within four miles 
of the city, to examine the state and condition of lus 
arms ; and to learn, in the event the enemy had landed, 
the relative position of the two armies. 

These brave men, without murmuring, had now 
traversed an extent of country, notfaii^ stxHt of eight 

< _ 

hundred miles, and under trials sufficientiy severe 
to have appalled the most resolute and determined. 
They had enroled themselves, not as volunteers some- 
times do, to fixdic,* and, hy peaceable campaigns, to^ 
gain a name in arms ; they had done it, knowing that 
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CHAP, an enemy, if not already at hand, was 

^^^...^^^ed, with whom they would have to contend, and con-* 
1814. ^^^^ severely. Great reliance was had on them by the 
onnmanding geperal ; and thejr good conduct, in the 
different situations in which diey had acted witl^ him, 
was a proof how much they deserved it On inspect- 
ing their arms, which consisted principally of rifles, 
two hundred wqre discovered to be greatly iiljured by 
the weather, and unfit for service* 

The advance of cokmd Hinds, from Woodville, 
with the Mississippi dragoons, was no less prompt and 
expeditious ; an active and brave officer, he was, oa 
this, as on all odier occasions, at his post, ready to act 
as was required* Having reqeived his orders, he has- 
tened forward, and effected, in four days, a march of 
two hundred and thirty miles. 

On the 16th, colond Hjoies, aid*de-camp to gene« 
thI Carroll, reached head quarters, with information 
from the general, that he would be down, as early as 
possible ; but that the ^tuation of the weather, and 
high winds, greatly retarded his progress. Tfie steam- 
b^ was immediately put in requisition, and ordered 
up the river, to aid him in reaching his destination, 
without loss of time. He was advised of the neces^tjr 
of hastenii^ rapidly forward ; that the lakes were ^in 
possesion of the enemy, and thdr arrival daily looked 
for : " But," continued Jackson, " I am resolved, 
feeble as my fcH'ceisy to assail him, on his first land-* 
ing, and perish, sooner than he shall reach the city." 
Independent of a large force, descending with gene- 
ral Carroll, his coming was looked to with additional 
plefisure, fix>m the circumstance of his having with him 
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It boat, laden nvitfa anns, wluch, destined tat the de^ CRAP. 



fence of the country, he had overtaken on the pas- 
aage. Hb Ming in with them was fortunate ; for, had 
their arrival depended on those to whom they had 
been incautiously given, they might have come too 
late, and after all danger had subsided ; as was indeed 
die case with others, forwarded finom ' Pittsburg, 
which, through the unpardonable ccmduct of those 
who had been entrusted unth their management and 
transportation, did not reach New (Means, until after 
all difficuhi^ had ended. Great inconv^ence was 
sustained, during the »^e, for want of arms, to place 
in the hands of the mili^ Great as it was, it would 
have been increased, even to an alarming extent, but 
for the accidental circumstance of dus boat Ming 
into the hands of the Tennessee division, which im- 
pelled it on, and thereby produced incalculable advan- 
tage.* 

* On the first intimation that the British intended a de- 
scent on this section of the United States, general Jackson 
had suggested to the secretary of war the scai^ity of both 
arms and ordnance, and the necessitj of having the^leficien- 
cy remedied, aa soon as possible. Mr* Monroe had given the 
earliest attention to this subject, and had drdered an ample 
supply to be embarked from Pittsburg, sufficiently early 
to have reached head quarters, previously to the enemy's 
landing. Their transportation down the western waters 
had been confided to men« who felt not a sufficient concern 
for their speedy arrival, to use the necessary diligence. Whe- 
ther the government had given any such orders, or it were a 
piece of penny-wise economy, suggested by the quarter mas- 
ter, we do not know. The fact, however, is, that a steam 
vessel, sailing with much expedition, proposed to carry and 
deliver them at New Orleans, in eighteen days, which would 
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CHAP. TBb divisioA, as we have before remvked, hadkft 
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Nashville cm the 19tfa of last month. Their exertioady 
without which iiisy ooukl not have arrived in time to 
have given that assfistance^ and protection whtcb the 
peril of the momett so much required, ei^tle them 
and thdr commander to ever3r §^ralaitude* But above 
all) b our gratitude due to that benign Pro^odeace, 
who, having aided in the ests^lishment (^ ow glorioiis 
independence, again manifested his goodness and pow- 
er, in guardmg the ri^^ of a ooimtiy, rendered sa- 
cred by the Mood of the vixtuous, heretofore shed in 
her defence. It cardy, tf ever, happens, that the 



have been in time for all the purposes afterwards needed. 
But he who had the management of this Inisiness, because! he 
had it in hit power to aare a very inconaidenible ram io 
frei^t, preferred delivering them to the captain of a Iwrge 
flat bottomed boat, which moved slowlj, and which» withal) 
it was understood, would occasionally stop on the way, to 
traffic, and trade off the different articles Mrith which she was 
laden. On all occasions, we would commend the doctrine of 
economy, when founded on correct principles : but that mi- 
nister or agent of the government, who, to save a partial ei- 
pense^ ha'zards the loss of thousands $ or who, through parsi- 
monious views, of any kind whatever, risks the loss of a whole 
country, evidences such weak and narrow-sighted policy, as 
can on no ground be justified. This single circumstance, as 
it afterwards turned out, is sufficient to show the correctness 
of the position, if argument were neoessary to estd>lish ii 
The general, in a letter to the secretary of war, after Mie 
battle of the 8th, reiiwks, that if he had had a sufficiency of 
arms, he would have captured or destroyed the whole British 
army $ and this he might have had, if the agents of the go- 
•vemment had executed the duties confided to them, on a scale 
liberal as the criais demanded. 



CumbefkUd river aditoi^ a passsepe for bd^s^ so eaily CHAPr 
ifi the season ; but torrents of rain descending swdled^^^^^ 
tbit sdream, and ^nafted our troops s^ely to the Mis- .^^^^ 
sisdippi; where all obstructions wene at an end. Their 
appiehedsions le$t the blow might be stricken^ ^^ the 
injuiy done, befofe thejrcocdd reach their destined 
point, had inspired' an daciity and exertion, wUch 
brou^ them to the place of danger and usefulness, ki 
a Softer period of tinie than even traders had' usu* 
aflf employ^, when hurtying 'with tiieir ]»^uce to 
market. ' 

White thes&|»^epaiitkms were progressing, to fcon-* 
centrate the forces within his ti^ch^ the general wa» 
turning his attention to ward off abf blow that mi^ 
be aimed, before his expected rdnforcements shouMf 
anive. Eveiy point, capable of b^ng succesrfu% 
a8sailed;i'was receiving such additi<H)al strength and 
security as could be given. Patioles and videttas 
were raided through the country, that the esffliest in- 
telligence nnghl be had of any inidided movement. 
The militia of liie*6titte was called out ^n masse; 
and, diFough the interference of the legislature, an em-^ 
bsffgo Aeclared, to afibrd an opportunity of procuring 
additional recruits for the navy. General Villery, be- 
cause ah inhabitant of > the country, and best under-- 
atandihg the several pcifitb on the kkes^ sitSceplible of, 
and requiring defence, was ordered, with the Louisi- 
toa miUlia, to search out, and give protection to the 
different passes, where a landing might be effected. 

. To hinder the enemy from obtaining supplies ort 
the shore, a detachment was sent to Pearl river, to^ 
prevent any parties from lancUng, until the stock could 

M m 
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CHAP, be driven from the n^ibomrikolMl. The pra»«^« 
' i(7 some time uj^, of re0drict»ig the depaffure of 



1814. ^y^ veflfid ^mtb provisote, had g^seatly djaappoioftfii • 
tbe expectatiops of the ftitish, and had evea iMiSi^ 
duced distress into Pensacola. The govembr had scV 
^ted tbe q)eniDg a cemmuoicadan, £9r the relief (iif 
Uke suffering inbabitaiits of his provlnGe. Jackson iwriif 
^W9K that tbb^peal to his humanity migfafc be a aM^ 
t^mi having for its object to aid his ^lemy. Air 
plough the govermtr, hitherto^ had giyen iiO'flatt$ri% 
evidence, either of his fiienddiip, his candour,, or suv> 
ceri^% still his stetemeot in%fat be correct; alid if so^ 
die neutrality of fa|s coiintry estat^shed a ivell-feii^ 
clawi to the beoevojteti^ cf the AmerieanB. Batancing 
bttween a dfiWfe .that these p6q>le should not be 
sieriously injured, aivl a fiaar that tke application vm 
imended for a veiy jdlfieront purpose, he deternuned to 
wr on the side of meiicy, and relieve, their wants; This 
he directed general Winchester, at Mobile, to effect, 
if. bis stock of provisions ivould permit it He yvsm 
particularly enjoined that the quantity sent should be 
smalU »nd be conveyed by wirter; ** For if," said he^ 
^^ tiie Spaniards are really in distress, and it shall be 
taken by the British, it will eitcite their just indigna- 
tion towards them, and erase all fiienddii^), while th^ 
v^ be afforded an additicxial proof of ours : and tlMi 
supply, being inconsid^iaUe, will be of no great be« 
nefit to oiu- enemy/' 

His arrangements were well concaved^ and rapidly 
progressing ; but th^ were stiU insufficient ; and his 
own for^x)dii^ assured him, timt, to obtain aecurity , 
something stronger than had been yet resorted to^ 
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requii^ to be adopted. That ihere was an enemy in CHAP, 
the midst of his camp, more to be feared than ^^^oec^^,.^^^ 
4Aio wci^ menacing from abroad, was indeed highly ^^^^ 

fbable ; white an appirdiension mdiflged, that there 
re many fereigntrs, who^ feeling no attachment fiir 
dountry, and having nodiing to defend, would not 
BOniple to avail diemsdvea of every opportumiy^ to 
]give intelfigmce of the strength, ^tuaftixte, and ar* 
tangement of hk camp, exaked hia fears, and induced 
•"^sh to apply the earlier posaiUe corrective. A ^ 
atftffl y er himsctf, his own ccwijectufes nright not have lei ' 
10 die CQttchision ; but inibrmadon received, befcre and 
soon after tab anival, tbroo^ >diffeeent chamela, bad 
awakened a belief, limt the coimlry washed with ti 
tors and sptea, who, if not dofdy goarded, might occa- 
dontfaewonstdrconfiequenoes. IfUdiough he had been 
in poaaesBian of data, aafficiemly attohg to cimfirm 
him in the opinion, dvit the|[fiicts were truty as had 
been represented;^ until now, no urgent necessity had 
arisen, rendering a resort to rigid measures essential 
to the general safety. Abundant evidence of prevail- 
ing disaffection had been alreai^ obtained, through 
governor Claiborne. In a letter to general Jackson, 
9Sta his fetum from Pcsisacola, he observes, ^^ Ene- 
mies to the eoiintry may blame your prompt and en- 
ergedc measures ; but in the person ioS every patriot; 
yen will find a supporter, I am well aware of the 
tec police d[ dds city, and indeed of die whole state, 
with respect to sH'soigers. I thinjc, widi yon, that our 
country is filled with traitors and qiies. On di^s sub^ 
ject, I have written pressii^ to ibe city authorities 
mA parish judges. Some r^Uttions^ I hc^, wUl be 
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CHAP.«dii«c«rilywp«d. TlM7iMnaB«i.dlu8cfa|ect 
' wai to defiend the oouotxy, and that he shonld do h, 



jgj^ at 41 hazarda ; that soUiers, who cnfeered the ranks, 
should fio^et the haSaiAci social life, andbewfflii^ 
dpd pfopared to go wherever dutjr and danger caBcd ; 
nch he wanled, and none odiers would he hove. 

Influenced by diese, and odier wdgh^ consdera- 

dona, wluch were dafly discloaed; and from a convktion 

which he fidt was not founded* open l^it conaden- 

tiooB — diat the country, whhout it, could not be saved; 

he brought to the view of the legislature die p ro p rie ty 

and necessity of subtending the writ of habeag ear put. 

They proceeded slowly to the inveadgadon^ and were 

ddiberadng, with great caution, upon dieir 'right and 

power to adopt audi a measure ; when the general, 

^^]^^^ sensible duit proGmstinadon was dangerous, and might 

^^^^^ defait die objects intended to be answered, suqi^ended 

iiw. thdr councib,> by declaring die chy and cnvonons of 

New Orleans under mardal law. 

All persons enterii^ die cky were required, imme* 
lately, to report diemsdves to the adjutant genend ; 
and on^ failing to do so, to be arrested, and held fix* 
examination. None were to depart from it,, or be 
suffered to pass beyond the chain of 'sentinds, but hj 
permission fixrni the commanding general, or one of 
the staff: nor was any vessd or craft to be permitted 
to sail on the river, or die lakes, bat by the same au* 
diority, or a passpoft signed by the commander of the 
naval forces. 

The lamps were to be extinguished at nine o'clock 
at mght ; after wMch time, all persons found in die 
streets, or from their respective homes, widiout per* 
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9ission» in writiag, tipi€d«9 above, ¥rere to bearrait^ CHAP, 
edf as q^ies, and dettun^ for eocaminfttioo. ^ ^^^' 

At a criua BOfiixiporianty and from a p^fwaajkin tfaat 
tbe ooiHitiy, in its menaced aitualion, wuld not be 
saved, by the eHcrcise cf any wdfsmy powers, he be- 
fieved it bert to adq>t a counsp tbat stxaM be efficient^ 
ev«n if it partiaUy endailigm^ tbe limits 
of die oki^esu He proclaimed nwrtial i^vr, bdi«v^ 
neceaai^ and pdioy requmd^it: '^ Under a w^lenm 
oonviction tbat idie qOunHy, ccmmitted to hb care, 
could by amsh a measwe ^one be saved from utter 
min ; ;and frqmra.rdi^fim belief, tfaatliei«sa perfann* 
iQg the moat iaRpiwtant apd aaered djo^* By it, be 
intended tQ.aiqpar$ede awoh oiyil pomiers^ as, in dieir 
operatiiiMi, ipt^^gcisd with tbo^ he wasiobUged to exr 
ociae. He thought .that, at such a^ moment, oonstilu- 
lional forma should, be su^pasded, £»* tfae.preaervation 
of constietutional lights ; and that thsre could be no 
question, whether it were better t04kpBrt, for a bu)- 
meat, from the ei^yment of our devest privileges, 
or.have them wrested Srom us foi^ever.'' 

This rigid course, however, was by no means well 
teceived^ Whether it had for its object good or evil, 
ivfaether spiinging from necessity, or from a sprit of 
Q]^;Mnession in its author, with many, was not a mate- 
rial quesdon.: it was «ifficient for them to consiider 
it an infraction of the law, to exciter their wannest op- 
position ; whilst the necessitas rei aiForded no sub- 
stantial argument, to mduce a conviction of its px)- 
jnety* Whether die civil should yield to militaiy 
law, or which should have cooEtrol, with those whose 
anxious wishes were fcnr the safety of the state, was not 
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CHAP, a'matter of de^ e<mc^ ; but to bu^ pdlitidans, ati4 
^^^.^^.^ukewarm patiiots, it <^;>eiied a field for investigation ; 
1814 ^^^ i^nany teid /arguments at command, to prove it an 
usurpation of power, an outrage upon government, 
:ind a* xdolation of tihe constitution. Peddkig the in- 
vasion, and winle affidrs of major importance impend^ 
cd, no occaiucm ^vas presented of testing its cfxrect- 
ness ; but so soon as the enemy had retired, and before 
k was asoertakied, whether, at some niore^ fortunate 
and less^guarded pcnnt^ ib^ might not i«timi, to re- 
new those e&rts which had sb lateljrfailed, Dominiek 
A» HaU, judge of die United States court for* dns dis- 
trict, determined to wage a wtipof autiibiity, and have 
it decided, -i^ m any event, the civii power oouML be 
deprived of supremacy. Jackson bdieved lus time 
of too 'Omcli importance, at so momentidus a period, to 
be wasted in the*discussion of civU matters. . Giving 
it, . therefore, the attrition he believed' its officious- 
nesB micrited, instead nf obeying die loominand, he arr 
rested and ordered lum to leave the city. Peace beii^ 
presently restored, and danger over, die judge renew* 
ed tfae^oHitest ; and, Causing die general to acppear be* 
fore him, on a process of contempt, for detaining and 
refusing to obey a writ of habeas corpus, which had 
been directed to him, amerced him in a iine of a thou- 
sand doDars. How far he was actuated by correct mo- 
tives, in exclusion to diose fedings which sometimes 
estrange the judgment, his own conscience can deter- 
mine; and how iar Ins proceedings were fair and libe- 
ral, ^1 appear iiereafter, when, in proper order, we 
shall be brought to examine this prosecution. For the 
present, we are confident, that if ever there were a case, 
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Aat oould jualify or excuse a departure from the law, <^HAP. 
ks features were not stronger than those which influ-^^,,.^^^^ 
enced genend Jadsson, on liie present occauon, m ^^^^^ 
suspending the rights of the citiaens. K judge Hall 
were impelled to the course he took, in defence of the 
violated dignity of the consthaidon, and to protect the 
rights of ^a government, whose judickd powers he re« 
foeaeoted, whether ri^ or wrcng, he deservea not cen- 
sure; although it might be well replied, ^t a feirer and 
more glorious opportunity of showing Ms devotedness 
to his country had just passed, when he mi^t truly 
have ai«fed in defence of her honour, nor ieft even room 
ibr his motives to have been unfidrly appreciated* 

This strong and efteient measure had not been 
resorted to, from the mere anticipation of danger; 
abeady, sufficaeafit causes existed; and intrigue and 
stratagem were busHy winding their way into, our 
camp ; they were ekher to be put down, or every hope 
,of oppoffltion or successful resistance abandoned. 
England, iiever at a loss for vambhed statements, to 
give plausibility to her views, not only held forth the 
idea that she had come .to restore the. inhabitants to 
h^:ier ppvHeges than they enjoyed, but, to render 
Ae delusion stiU more complete, through her emis- 
saries, propagated the belief, that, as the friend of 
Spain, she had come to restore West Florida to its 
rigfatiul owner, and the citizens to their lawful sove- 
reign. Composed, as our army at this time was, of 
heterogeneous materials. Frenchmen, Spaniards, aiid 
natives, it required constant efforts, to keep alive ex- 
citement, and ward off despondency. Learning the 
nunours th^t bad been spread among them, and fear- 
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CHAP, ing thqr might have an injurious effect,^ Jadoson im- 
' ^mediately ckx^uhted an addi^ssy in whioh he scMig^ to 
preserve their andour and devolion to tlior oomtry. 

^^ Believe not," he observed, '^ that the threatetked 
invasion is with a view to restore the country to Spain. 
It is founded in design, and a suppo^ticm that you 
would be willing to return to your ancient govern- 
ment. Listen not to such incredible tales : your go* 
vemment is at peace with Spain. It is your vital 
enemy, the common enemy of mankind, the highwagr 
robber of the wwld^ that has sent his hirelings ainon|^ 
you, to put you from your guard, that you may &U 
an easier prey. Then look to your liberty, your pro- 
perty, the chasti^ of your wives and dau^ters. Take 
a retrospect of the conduct of the British army, at 
Hampton, and at other places where it has entered our 
country : and every bosom, which glows with patnot? 
ism and virtue, will be inspired with im%nirtio ;, and 
pant for the arrival of the hour, when we shall meet 
and revenge those outrages against the laws oi civili? 
zation and humanity.'' 

With the exception of the Kentucky troops, which 
were yet absent, all the forces expected had arrived* 
General Carroll had reached Cc^ee's encampment 
four miles above the city, on the 2 1st, and had imme- 
diately reported to the commanding general. The 
officers were busily engaged in drilling, manoeuyrii^, 
and organizing the troops^ and in having every thing 
ready for action, the moment it should become ne^ 
cessary. No douU was entertained, but the British 
would be able to effect a landing at some point ; the 
principal thing to be guarded a^^dnst was not to pre- 



LIFE OF GEN. JACKSON. 28$ 

vtntit; for, ance llie loss <tf the gun boats, any attempt CHAP, 
of this kind coukl only be regaided as hopeless : but,^^^,,^^ 
by preserving a constant vigilance, and thereby having 
the eariiegt^incelligence of their approach, they might 
be met at the very threshold, and opposed. Small 
^guard boats were constantly plying, on the lakes, to 
vratoh, and give infom^tion of every movement 
Some of these had come in, late on the evening of the 
32d, and repcnrted that all was quiet, and that no un- 
&voumble appearance portend«l in that direction. 
With such vigilance, constantly exercised, it is truly 
astonishing that the enemy should have effected an in- 
vasion, and succeeded in disembarking so large a force, ^^^^^^^ 
witiiout die slightest intimation being had, until they landing, 
were accidentally discovered emerging from die swamp Hvt on 
and woods, about seven miles below the town : why J-'^ipp'Jf 
it so happened, traitors may conjecture, although the 
troth is yet unknown. The general impres^on is, that 
it was through information given by a small party of 
Spanish fishermen, that so secret. a disembarkation 
wa5 effected.* Several of them had settied at the 
mouth of this bayou, and supported themsdves by fi^ 
they caught, and vended in the market at New Or- 
leans. Obstructions, as we have already stated, had 
been ordered to be made on every inlet, and the 
Louisiana militia been detached for that purpose. 
This place had not received the attention itd import- 
ance merited : nor was it until the 22d, tiiat genoial 
Villery, charged with the execution of tins order, had 
placed here a small handful of men. Towards day, 
die enemy, silentiy proceeding up the bayou, landed, 
and succeeded in capturing the whole of this party, 
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CHAP, but two, nvfao, fleeing to the svramp, endeavoured to 

^^„^^^reach the city ; but, owing to Ae thick undergrowth, 

_. . and briars, which rendered it sdmost impervious, they 

did not arrive, until after the enemy had reached the 

banks of the Misassippi, and been discovered. 

Bayou Bienvenu, through which the landing was 
made, is an arm of consideiftble width, stretdungtowards 
die Missisdppi, from lake Borgne, and about fifteen 
miles south-east of New Orleans. It had been rqxyrted 
to general Jackson, on the 23d, that, on the day before, 
several strange sail had been descried, off Terre au 
Bceuf. To ascertain correcdy the truth of the state- 
ment, majors Tatum and Latour, topographical engi* 
neers, had been sent off, with orders to proceed in that 
direction, mul learn if any diii^ were attempting there. 
It was towards noon, of tlie 2Sd, when they staoted. 
Approaching general Villery's plantation, and percdv* 
ing, at a distance, soldiers, and persons fleeing hastily 
away, they at once supposed the enemy had arrived. 
What, however, was but surmise, was presendy, and 
^ on nearer observation, rendered certain ; and it was 
now no longer a doubt, but that the British had land- 
ed, in considerable force, and h^d actually gained, un«- 
observed, the house <rf general Villery, on the bank of 
the Mississippi, where they had surprised, and made 
prisoners, a company of nulitia, there posted. 

Major Tatum, hastening back, announced hb dis^ 
covery, Preparations to act were immediately made 
by general Jackson. The signal guns were fired, and 
expresses sent forwaid, to concentrate the forces ; rer 
solving, that night, to meet the invaders, and try his 
CR¥n and thdr firmness. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

GeDeral Jackson concentrates his forces, and marches to fight 
the enem J. — Alarms of the city.->-Mode of attack, and ^t- 
tle of tbe 23d of December. — ^British reinforcements arrive 
during the action.^— Arrival of general Carroll's division.— 
Our army retires from the field.-^Effects of this battle.— 
Jackson establishes a line of defence.— General Morgan is 
ordered on the right bank of the Mississippi. — Destruction 
and loss of the Caroline schooner.— -Battle of the 28th De<* 
cember.^-^oQduct of the legislature of Louisiana ; their 
deliberations 8UBpende4**H3carcit7 of arms^ in the Ameri- 
can camp. 



THE hour to test the bravery of his troops had now CHAP, 
arrived. The approach of the enemy, flushed with the ^^* 
hope of easy victory, was announced to Jackson, a 
litde after one o'clock in the afternoon. There were 
too many reascms, assuring him of the necessity of 
juiting speedily, to hesitate a moment, on the course 
propef to be pursued. Could he assail them^ and ob- 
tain even a partial advantage, it might be beneficial — 
it might arrest disaffection-^ buoy up the de^Kmdent — 
determine the wavering, and bring within his reach 
resources for to-morrow, which might wholly &il, 
should fear once take possession of the public mind. 
It was a moment, too, of all others, most propitious 
to success. He well knew the greater part of his 
troops were inured to marching and &tigue, while 
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Gtf AP. those opposed to him were just landed from a long 
^voyage, and were as yet without activity, and unfitted 
for bodily exerticm. Moreover, a part only might have 
arrived fit)m the sapping, while the remainder would 
be certainly disembarked as early as possible. These 
circumstances seemed to augment, in his behalf, die 
chances of victcxy, if now sought ; but if deferred, they 
might, in a.litde time, disappear. He resolved, at all 
events, to march, and that mgfat ^vethem battle. Ge- 
nerals Coffee and Carroll were ordered to proceed imme- 
diately from their encampment, and join him, with all 
haste. Although four miles above, they aniyed in die 
dty, in less than two hours after die oider had been 
issued. These forces, with die seventh and forty-fourth 
r^ments, the Louisiana troops, and colonel Hinds' 
dragoons, constituted the stret^th of his army, which 
could be carried into action against an enemy, whose 
numbers, at dus time, could only be conjectured. It 
was thought advisable to leave Carroll and his division 
bdund ; for notwithstanding there was no correct in- 
formation of the force landed through ViUery's canal, 
yet Jackson feared diat dus might be only a feint, in- 
tended to divert his attention, while, in all probability^ 
a much stronger and more numerous division, having 
already gained som^ point, higher on the lake, might, 
by advancing in his absence, gain his rear,^ and suc- 
ceed in their views. Uncertain of thdr niovements, it 
was essential he should be prepared for the worst, and, 
by different dispositions of his troops, be ready to re- 
sist, in whatever quarter he might be assailed. Car- 
roll, therefore, at the head of his division, and gover- 
nor ClaibcHme, with the state militia, were directed to 
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like post oa the GentiUyroady leading from ChefCHAP« 
Menleur to New Orleansi and to defend it to the last. 



OKtremity. ^^^^ 

Alarm pervaded the oily. Tl^ marchii^ and coun* 
termarching of the tnx^pa — ^the proximity of the ene- 
my — with the approaching contest, and uncertainty 
ci the issue, had excited a general fear. Already 
might the JEbritiah be on thdr way, andnt hand, before 
the necessary amusements were made to <^^)06e them^ 
To prevent this, col<mel Hayne, wkh two companies oi 
riflemen, and the Mississippi dragoons, was sent for« 
ward, to reconnoitre their camp, learn their position 
and their numbers; and, in the event they should be 
found advancing, to harass and <^pose them at every 
sbqp, witil the main body should arrive. 

JSvery thing being ready, general Jackson conv 
md]iced his march, to meet and fight the veteran, 
troqps of England. An inconsiden^e circum- 
stance, at this moment, evinced what unlimited 
c(»ifidence was reposed in his skill and bmvery. As 
his troops were marching through the city, hi^ ears 
were assailed with the screams and cries of innumera- 
ble females, who had collected oa the way^ and seem- 
ed to aj^rehend the worst of Qonsequences. Feeling 
lor their distresses, and anxious to quiet them, he di- 
rected Mr. Livingston to address them in the French 
language. ^^ Say to them,'' said he, ^^ not to be alarm- 
ed : the enemy shall never reach the city-" It ope- 
rated like an electric shock. To know that he himself* 
was not apprehensive of a &tal result, inspired them 
with altered feelings 5 sorrow was ended, and tlieir grief 
converted into hope and confidence. 
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CHAP. The general aitived in view ci the enCTdy^ a HKtle 
"before dark. Having previously aacertained, fiom co- 
onel Haynt, their pcMtion, and that their strength vi^as 
about two thousand men,^ he immediately concerted 
the mode of attack, and hastened to execute it« 
Commode^ Patterson, commanding the naval forces, 

Modeof with captain Henly, on board the Caroline, had 
been directed to drop down, anchor in front of thdr 
Une, and open upon them from the guns of the schoon« 
er ; wMch being the signal for attad:, was to be waged 
sknultaneously on all sides. The fires from their 
camp disclosed their position, and showed thdpr en^ 
campment, formed wi^ their left restii^ on the river, 
and extending at right angles into the open fidd. 
General Coffise, widi his brigade, colond Hinds' dra- 
goons, and captain Beal's company of riflemen, was 
ordered to oblique to the left, and, by a circuitous 
route, avoid thar piquets, and endeavour to torn thdr^ 
right wii^ ; having succeeded in this, to form lus line, 
and press the enemy towards the river, where they 
would be exposed more completely to the fire of die 
Caroline. The rest of the troops, consisting of the 
regulars, Plauche's city volunteers, Daquin's coloured 
troops, the artillery under lieutenant Spoots^ support- 
ed by a company of marines, commanded by colonel 
M^Kee, advanced, along the bank of the Mbsissippi, 
and were commanded by Jackson in person. • 



* This opinion, as it afterwards appeared, was incorrect 
Their number, at the commencement of the action, was three 
thousand, which was shortly afterwards increased by addi- 
tional forces. ' 
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Genend CciSEse had advanced beyond dbdr {Mquets, CHAP, 
next the swamps and nearly reached the point to which 



hewasonkred, when a broadside fit>m die. Candiae |g|. 
announced the batde begun. Patterson had proceed 
ed slowly, giving time, as he beQeved, for the execu- 
tion ctf those aitai^jenMaits eonten^kted on ]^ shore. 
So sanguine had the British.been m the belief that 
they would be kindly received, and htde oppoahiM 
attempted, that the Caroline fioal^cd by the sendnds^ 
and anchcnred before their camp, without any kind of 
molestation. On passing the front piquet, she was 
bailed, in a low tone of voice, but returmng no an- 
swer, no fmther question was made. This,'added to 
some odier attendant ciroumstance^, omfirmed the 
opinion that they believed her a vessel laden with pro- 
visions, which had been sent out from New Ckleans, 
and was intended for them. Having readied what, 
from thdr fires, appeared to be the centre of tiieir en* 
caa^pment, her anchofs were cast, and hen character 
and business disclosed from her guns. So unexpect- Battle of 
ed an attack produced a momentary donfusion ; but, ^cm^ 
recovering, they answered her by a discfaai^ of mua- ^^- 
ketry, and flight of congreve rockets, winch passed 
without injury, while her grape and canister were 
poiiring destructively on them. To take away the 
certainty of ayn afforded by the li^t of their fires, 
diese were immediatdy extinguished, and they.retired 
two or three hundred yards into the open field, if not 
out of the reach of the cannon, at least to a distance, 
where, by the darkness of the night, they would be 
fvotected. 

o o 
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CHAP. Coffiec hq w^ ^BDMHtnted Uss mbu nd tumodMiis 
^ kioae, at a laoge ditdv next the swanqp, io t^ 




igi^ icarofljOfOiMl'ftplaDlatioi^aiidgaiDed, 

tfie coitre.cf tb&eoemy's iine^ wben the sigoaX from 
the CacQUne reached him. He directly wheeled bifi 
f^^lfp^ >ft jiiy ftii^^ pirtf o^j ng lu8 line parallel with the 
lirirer^ moved towarda their camp. He had acsacody 
adTBDced more diaD an hundred yarda, when he re- 
eeived a heavy fire^ fiom a line Sormed in his front : 
<faia, to faim^ was an unexpected circumateipcey as he 
supposed the eneaoy lying princ^aily at a distance, and 
dnt the oniy opposidon he should meet, until he 9Sfh 
preached towords the kvee,* would be from their adr 
vanced guacds. The oirctimslance of bb coming up 
widi ihcm so soon, was owing to the severe attack of 
the sdhooncr, which had compelled them to abandon 
dieir camp, and form mthout her reach. The moon 
^hgne, but reflected her light too feebly to disooyer 
objects at a distance. The oi^ chance, therefocc, of 
pfoduciiTg certain injuiy, widi this kind of force, which 
ciMisisted cfaiefty of riflemen, was not to venture* at 
random, bvt only to diachai^ their jucces whenthete 
itoild be a certainty of felling the object This order 
being given, the line pressed on, and, having gained^ 
podtion near^ enough to distinguish, a geneml fire was, 
given ; it was too severe and destructive to be wilb- 
stood ; the enemy gave way, and retreated, — callied,-*- 
fcrmed, — ^were chaiged, and again retre^ed. These 
gallant men, led by their brave commander, urged 

* Embankments formed along (he riyer, to confine it in Ml 
beil. 
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fearlessly on, and drove them fix>m every posMon they CHAP, 
attempted to maintain. Their general was under no, 
necessity to encoura^ and atture them to deeds of 
valour : his own example was sufficient to excite 
Aem. Always in the midst, he displayed a cool- 
ness and disregard of danger, csffing to his troops, that 
they had often amd they could figfatr— no w was the time 
to prove it 

The enemy, driven back by die resolute finnness 
and ardour of their assailants, had now reached a grove 
of orange trees, with a ditch running past it, protected 
by a fence cm the margm. It was a bvourafole posi- 
tbn, promising security, and was occupied with a con- 
:fidence diejr could not be forced to peld it* Coffee's 
Arandess yeomanry, strengthened in their hopes of 
aacceas, moved on, nor discovered the advantages 
against them, until a fire from the whole British line 
shewed thdr defence. A momentary check wasg^v- 
en ; but, gathering fi«sh ardour, they charged across 
the cBtch, gave a deadly and destructive fire, and fore* 
ed diem to retire. Their retreat condnued, until, 
gaining a similar position, ibey made another stand, 
and were again driven fit>m it, with consideFable loss. 

Thus' the batde raged, on the left wing, until the 
British reached the bank of the river ; here a deter- 
mined stand was made, and further encroiu^mients re« 
sisted : for half an hour, the ccmflict was extremely vi- 
(dent on both sides. The American troops coukl not 
be driven from thfeir purpose, ncx* the British made to 
yield thdr ground; but at length, having suffered 
greatly, the latter were under the necessity of taking 
refoge bdiind the levee, which afforded a breast-work, 
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CHAP, and protected them fit>m ihe fitsd &e of our riflenien. 

^r>rs^ Coffee, unacquainted mth thar poskion, fior the dafk«> 
^^1^^ oes8 had gready increased, already contempiated i^ain 
to chai^ them ; but major Moulton, who had disco- 
vered their situation, assured him it was too hazard- 
ous ; that they could be driven no fiirther, and would, 
frcmi the pdnt they occupied, re«st with the bayonet, 
and repd, with considerable loss, any attempt to dis* 
lodge them. The place of their retirdnent was co- 
vered, in fixmt, by a strong bank, which had been ex- 
tended into the field, to keep out the river, in conse- 
guence of the first being encroached upon, and un- 
dermined in several places: the old one, however, was 
still entire, in many parts, and gave them security fixHn 
the broadsidea of the schooner, winch lay off at some 
distance. A further jtarehensbn, lest, by moving 
still nearer to the riv^^e might greatly expose lum* 
self tothe fire of the Carolifie, which was yet spirited- 
ly maintaining the conflict, induced Coffee to retire 
until he; could hear firom the commanding general, and 
receive hb further orders. 

Durii^ this time, the right wing, under Jackson, 
was no less prompt and acdve. A detachment of ar- 
tillery, under lieutenant Spotts, supported by sixty 
marines, formed the advance, and had moved down 
the road, nelt the levee. On their left was die seventh 
r^ment of infimtry, led by major Piere. The fi»1y- 
fourth, commanded by major Baker, was formed on 
^ extreme left ; while Plauche's and Daquin's batta- 
lions of city guards, were directed to be posted in the 
centre, between the seventh and for^-fourth. The 
general had ordered colonel Ross, who, during the 
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night, acted in the capacity^ of brigadier general, on CHAP. 
hcaamg the signal from the Carpline, to move off by 
heads of companies, and, having reached the enemy's .^^. 
Hne, to dq)loy, and seek to unite the left wing vddi 
the rifi^ht of general Code's. This order was omitted 

X. Confusion 

to be executed ; and the consequence was an early in- of the 
tnxluction of confusion in &e ranks, wfaei^y was pre. C^^^^^ 
vented Ae important design of uniting the tWo divi- ^^ "®^' 
sions. 

Instead of marchii^ in column from the first por- 
tion, the troops were wheeled into an extended line, 
and moved off in this otder, except the seventh r^- 
ment, next the person of the general, winch advanced 
agreeably to the instructions that had been given. 
Having sufficient ground to form on at first, no in- 
convenience was at the moment sustained : but this 
advantage presently fidling, the centre was compressed, 
and forced in the rear. The river, fix)m where Aey 
were, gradually inctined to the left, and diminished the 
space originally possessed : farther in, stood Lorond's 
house, surrounded by a grove of clustered orange 
trees : this pressing the left, and the river the right 
wing to the centre, formed a curve, whi<::h threw the 
principal part of Plauche's and Daquin's battalions 
without the line. - TMs might have been remedied, 
but for the briskness of the advance, and the darkness 
of the night. A heavy fire from behmd a fence, im- 
mediately before thoin, had brouglA the enemy to view. 
Actix^ in obedience to their orders, not to waste their 
ammunition at random, our troops had pressed for- 
ward agsdnst the opposition in their fix>nt, and thereby 
tiarew those battalkms in the rear. 
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CHAP. A tog riaiiig fiom the riyer, wUch^ added to the 
smoke fiom the guns^ was oovering liie plaiD,-*-gcadu- 
ally diminishing the little Ug^t shed by the moon^ and 
greatly increani^ the darkness of die night : no clue 
ifvas left, to ten how <»* where the enemy were situ* 
ated. There was no akemative but to move on^ ia 
the directioa of their fire, which subjected die assail- 
ants to material disadranftages. The British, driven 
from their first po^on, had retired back, and occu- 
pied anodier, belmid a deep ditch^ that ran out of the 
Mississippi towards the swamp, on the top of which 
was a high fence. Here, strengthened by increased 
numbers, they again exposed the approach of our 
troops. Having waited, until they had come suffi* 
ciendy near to be discovered, they dischai^ed, fixmi 
their fiistnesses, a fire upon the advancing army. In- 
standy our battery was formed, and poured destruc- 
tively upon th^n ; while the in&ntry, coming up, aid^ 
ed in the confl&ct, wluch was for some time spiritedly 
maintained. At this moment, a brisk sally was made 
upon our advance, when die marines, unequal to the 
assault^ were already giving away. The adjutant ge- 
neral, and colonels Piatt and Chotard, with a part of 
the seventh, hastening to their support, drove the ene- 
my, and saved the artillery firom capture. General 
Jackson, percdving the advantages they derived fixm 
their position, ordered their line to be diaiiged. It 
was obeyed with cheerfulness, and executed with 
promptness. Pressing on, our troops gained the dkch, 
and, pourix^ across it a well^dimed fire, compcBed. 
them to retreat, and abandon their entrenchment The 
pl^, on which they were contending, was cut to 
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pteecfty by wxb fimn the river, to cdnvfiy the water. CHAP. 
They werci therefore, vciy soon enabled to take ano-, 



tiber situation, equally fevoui^ble with the one whenoe .g. . 
they had been just driven, where they formed for bat- 
tle, and, for some time, gallantly maintained them- 
selves ; but were at length fenced to yield it, and re- 
treat. 

The enemy, discovering the firm and. obstinate re- 
sistance made by the right wing of the American ar- 
my, and perhaps presuming its principal strength was 
posted on the road, formed the intention of attacking 
violcndy the left Obliquing for this purpose, an at- 
tempt was made to turn it At tUs moment, Daquin's 
and the battalion of city gpoards were marched up, and, 
being formed oo^ the left of the forty-fourth, met and 
repulsed them. 

The time of die contest prevented maoy of those 
benefits which might have been derived fi\»n the artil- 
lery. The bltee of the enemy^s musketiy was the 
only light by which they could judge of their positions, 
cr be rapahlf of taking their own to advantage ; yet, 
notwithstanding, it greatly annoyed them, whenever it 
could be brought to bear. Directed by lieutenant 
Spdtts, a vigilant and eddlfiil officer, with men to aid 
Um, viho looked to nothing but a zealous discharge 
of their duty, it .rendered the most essential and im- 
portant services. 

The enemy had been thrice assailed and beaten, and 
made to yield their ground for nearly a mile. They 
bad now retired, and, if found, were to be again sought 
fcK* through the dark. The general determined to halt, 
and ascertain Coffee's position and success, previously 
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OHAP.to wi^po^ the batde farther, fisr as yet no comaamu- 
^calioa had passed between them. He endertsaned no 
doubt, from the bisk firing in that diroctioD, but that 
he had been warmly engaged ; but this had now near- 
ly subsided ; the Candine, too, had almost ceased her 
operaticMis ; it bdng only occasionally, that the ncHseof 
her guns disclosed the little opportuni^ she possessed 
of acting effidently. 

The express despatched to general Jacksoo, from 
die left wing, having reached him, he determined to 
pcosecute the successes he had gained, no further. 
The darkness of the lu^t,— the confusion into whidi 
his own division had been thrown, and a similar one 
on the part of Coffee, all pointed to the necessity of 
retiring from the field, and abondonkig the contest* 
The bravery and firmness already diq>layed by his 
troops, had induced the belief, that by pressing on he 
might oqyture the whole British army: at any rate, he 
considered it but a game of venture and hazard, which, 
if unsuccessful, couldnot occasion hi&own defeat. If, 
incompetent to its execution, superior numbers or su- 
perior discipline should compel him to recede Aotn 
the effort, he well knew the enemy would not have le* 
merity enough to attempt pursuit* The extreme dark- 
ness — their entire ignorance of the dtuation of the 
country, and an appreheniaon lest their fi^rces mj^t 
be greatly outnumbered, afforded him sufficient lea* 
sons, on which to ground a belief, diat although beat- 
en fix)m his purpose, he would yet have it in his pow- 
er to retire in safety : but on the arrival of the exj^ess 
from general Coffee, learning the strong position to 
which the enemy had retired, and that a part of the left 
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wing had been detached^ and were in all probabilily CHAP. 
G^tured^ he determined to retire from the contest^ ™^v.^rv>*,^ 
attempt a further prosecution of his successes. Gene- «g.. 
nd Coffee was accordingly directed to withdraw^ and 
take a pointion at Lorond's plantation, where the line 
had been first formed * and thither the troops on the 
ri^t were also ordered to be marched* 

The last charge made by the left wing, had separa- 
ted, from the main body, colonds Dyer and Gibson, 
with two hundred men, and captain Beal's company of 
riflemen. What might be their &te; whether cap- 
tured, or had effected their retreat, was, at this time, 
alcc^ether uncertain; be that as it might, Cofiee's 
ocmimand was thereby considerably weakened. 

Colonel Dyer, who commanded the extreme left, 
on clearing the grove, after the enemy had retired, was 
marching in the direction he expected to find genend 
Coflfee ; he very soon discovered a force in firont, and 
hastened towards it ; arriving within a short distance, 
he was hailed, ordered to stop, and repott to whom 
he bel<Miged : Dyer and Gibson advanced, and sta- 
ted they were of Coffee's brigade ; by this time they 
had arrived within a shcHt distance of the line, and 
percdving the name of their brigade was not under- 
stood, their apprehensions were awakened, lest it 
mi^t be a detachment of the enemy ; in this opi- 
nion they were imqiediatdy confirmed, and wheel- 
ing to return, were fired on and piu^ued. Gibson 
W scarcely started when he fell; before he could 
recover, a soldier, quicker than the rest, had reached 
him, and pinned him to the ground with his bayonet ; 
fortunately the stab had but slightiy wounded him, 

pp 
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CHAP, and he was only held by his clodies : Ai» {Mmone^f 
^^^^^^^and others briskly advancing, but a moment was 
-gl . left for deliberation ;— **fiiaking a violent exertion, and 
springing On his feet, he threw Ihs assailant to the 
ground, and made good hb retreat C<4onel Dyer 
had retreated about fifty yards, when his horse drc^ 
ped dead ; entangled in the 611, and slightly wounded 
in the thigh, there was litde prospect (rfrdief, for the 
enemy ^vere briskly advancing : his men being near at 
hand, he ordered a fire, which, checking their ap- 
proach, enabled him to escape. Being now at list 
head of his command, — perceiving ^i enemy in a ^- 
rection he had not expected, and uncertaki how cr 
where he might find gaieral Cofiee„ he determined to 
seek him to the right, and mo%nbig on^wiA his Istdc 
band, forced his way through the enemy's lines, with 
a loss of sixty-three of tus men, who were killed and 
taken. Captain Beal, with equsd bravery, dharged 
through the enemy, carrying oS some prisoners, and 
losing several of his o^vn company. 
British re- ^^^ reinforcement of the British had arrived finom 
mln?w. Bayou Bienvenu, after night. The boats that had land- 
rires. 'ed the first detachment, had proceeded back to ^ 
shipping, and having returned, were on their way 
up the bayou, when they heard the guns of the Ca- 
roline ; moving hastily on to the assistance of those 
who had debarked before them, they reached the shore, 
and knowing nothing of the situation of the two ar- 
mies, came up in the rear of general Coffee's brigade. 
Coming in contact with colonel Dyer and captain 
Beal, they filed off to the left, and reached the Bri- 
tish camp. 
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This part of Coflfee's Ixigade, usable to umte witb, CHAP, 
or find him, retired where they had first formed, and 
joined coioael Hinds' dragoons, which had remained 
on the ground where the troops had first dismounted, 
to cover their retreat, in the event it became necessat}'. 

Jackson had gone into this battle with a confidence 
of success ; and his arrangements were such as would 
have ensured it, ev&i to a much greater extent, but 
fo the intervention of circumstances that were not, 
and could not be fisreseen. The Caroline had given 
her signals, £Hid commenced the battle, a little too ear- 
If, before Coffee had reached and taken his position, 
smd before every thing was fully in readines^ to attain 
die objects designed : but it was chi^y owing to the 
confusion introduced at fisst into the ranks, which 
checked the rapidity of his advance, — gave the enemy 
time for preparation, and prevented his division fix>m 
muting with the right wing of geueral Coffee's brigade* 

Colonel Hinds, with one hundred and eighty dra- 
goons, was not brought into action during the night. 
Interspersed as die plain was, with innumerable ditch- 
es, cut in different directions, it was impossible that 
cavalry could act to any kind of advantage : they were 
now formed in advance, to watch, until morning, the 
movements of the enemy. 

From the experiment just made, Jackson believed 
it would be in his power, on renewing the attack, to 
capture the enemy : he concluded, therefore, to call 
down general GarroU with his division, and assail him 
a^in at the dawn of day. Directing governor Clai- 
borne to remain at his post, with the Louisiana militia, 
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CHAP, lor tbe defimce ofibt Gfentilly road, he Aespatdb^i an 
^^.^^^l^ordcr to Carroll, in the event there had been no ap- 
lg.^ pearance of a force during the mgfat, in the direction 
of Chef Menteur, to hasten and join him widi Ins com- 
mand ; which ofder was executed by onie o'clock in 
the morning. Previouslj, however, to his arrival, a 
Arrirai of different conclusion was taken. From {Hisoners who 
^^»^ had been brought in, and some deserters, it was ascer- 
diTisioo. tained, that the strength of the enemy during the bat- 
tle was four thousand, and, widi the reinfiarcements 
which had reached them, after its commencement, it 
was then not less than six : — at any rate, it exceeded 
hb own greatly, even after the Tennessee diviaon 
should be added. Although very decided advantages 
had been obtained, yet they had been procured under 
circumstances that might be whdly lost, in a contest 
waged in open day, between forces so dis^portioned, 
and by undisciplined troops against veteran soldiers. 
Jackson well knew it was incumbent upon him, to act 
a part entirely defendve : should the attempt to gain 
and destroy the city succeed, numerous difficulties 
would arise, which might be avoided, so long as 
he could hold the enemy in check, and halt Mm 
in hb designs. Prompted by these considerations, 
— that it was important to pursue a course calculated 
to assure safety ; and believing it attainable in no way 
90 effectually, as in occupying some point, and by the 
strength he might ^ve it, make up for the inferiori^ of 
his numbers ; he determined to forbear all ftirther effixts, 
until he should more certainly discover the views of the 
enemy, and until the Kentucky troops should reach him, . 
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%tuch had not yet arrived. Pursuing this idea, at four CHAP, 
o^clock, having ordered colonel Hinds to occupy the^^,.,^^^ 
ground he was then leaving, and to observe the ene- ,g. . 
my closely, he fell back, and formed his line behind a 
deep ditch, that fan at right angles from the river, army^i^ 
There were two circumstances, strongly recommend- J^gew" 
ing the importance of this place : the swamp, which, 
fix>m the high lands at Baton Rouge, skirted the river 
at irregular distances, and was in many places almost 
impervious, had approached here within four hundred 
yards of the Mississippi, and hence, from the narrow- 
ness of the pass, was mcn^ easily to be defended ; add- 
ed to which, there was a deep canal, whence the dirt 
being thrown on the upper side, already formed a to- 
lerable breast- work. Behind this, his troops were form- 
ed, aild proper measures adopted for increasing its 
strength, with a determination never to abandon it ; 
but there to resist to the last, and defend those rights 
which were sought to be outraged and destroyed. 

The soldier who has stood the shock of battle, and 
knows what slight circumstances often produce de- 
cided advantages, will be able, properly, to appreciate 
the events of this night. Although the dreadful 
carnage of the 8th of January, hereafter to be told, 
was in fact the finishing blow, that struck down the 
towering hopes of those invaders, and put an end to 
the contest ; yet in the batde of the 2Sd, is to be found, 
abundant cause, why success resulted to our arms, 
and safety was pven to the country. The British had 
reached the Mississippi without the fire of a gun, and 
had encamped upon its banks, as composedly, as if 
they had been seated on their own soil, and at a dis- 
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IX 

' awakemng a belief tkat they expected litde qipo^tion, 
were certain of sucoess, and that the troqps wi& whom 
they were to contend, would scsffcely venture to ve^ 
^ them: resting thus confidently, th^ would the 
next day have moved forward, and succeeded in the 
accomplishment of their deigns. Jackson, conviDced 
diat an eariy impression was essential to ultimate suc- 
eess, had resolved to assail them at the moment of 
^ir landing, and ^^ attack them in their first position :** 
we have, therefore, seen him, mtfa a force, inferior by 
one half, to that ci the enemy, at an unexpected mo< 
ment, break into their camp, and with tus undiscijdin- 
ed yeomanry, drive before hun the pride of Europe. 
It was an event that could not fidl to' destroy all pre* 
vious theories, and establish a conclusion^ otir ene- 
my had not before formed, that they were contend- 
ing against valour inferior to none diey had seen ; — ^be- 
fore which their own bravery had not stood, nor 
their skill availed them : it had the effect of satisfying 
them, that the quantity and kind of troops, it was in 
his power to wield, must be difierent from what had 
been represented ; for, much as they had heard of the 
courage of the man, they could not suppose, that a 
general, having a country to defend, and a reputation 
to preserve, would venture to attack, on their own 
chosen ground, a greatly superior army, and one, 
which, by the numerous victories achkved, had al- 
ready acquired a fiime in arms ; they were convinced 
that his force must greatly surpass what they had ex* 
pected, and be composed of materials, diSerent fipom 
what they had imagined. 
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The Ameriom troops, which were aotnafy enga^ CHAP, 
ed, did not amottiH to two tfaouMod men : liicT coo 



aisled of part of 

Cofiee's brigade aid oaptaki Beal^s compai^^ 648 

The 7th ind 44th regiments, - - 763 

Company of muines and artiUeiy, 82 

Plauche's and Daquin's hattaUons, - - 488 

And the MississipiH dragoons under Gotond ^ ,^^ 
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2167* 
wUch for one hour makituned a severe conffict, 
with a force of fiiur or five thousand, and retired in 
safely firom the ground, with the loss of but twenty 
four killed, one hundred and fifteen wounded, and 
seventy four made prisoners; while the killed, wound- 
ed, and prisoners, of die enemy, were not less than four 
hundred. 

Om* officers and soldiers executed every order widi 
|xromptness, and nobly sustained their country's cha- 
racter. Lieutenant colonel Lauderdale, of Co&e*s 
brigade, an officer on whom every reSance was placed, 
fell at lus post, and at his duty : he had entered the 
service, and descended the river, with the volunteers, 
under general Jackson, in the winter of 1812*-- 
passed through all the hatdships and difficulties of 
Ae Creek war, and had ever manifesteda readiness to 
act when his country needed his services* Young, 

* Colonel Butler, adjutant general of the southern division, 
furnished the author with this statement, and vouched for its* 
correctness. 
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CHAP, brave and skilful, he had already afforded evidences 
^of a capacity, which might, in future, have become 
useful ; his exemplary conduct, both in civil and 
military life, acquired him a respect, that rendered 
his £adl a subject of general regret* Lieutenant 
M'Lelland, a i^uable young officer,. of the 7th, was 
also among the number of the slain. 

Coffee's brigade,, during the action, imitating the 
example of their commander, bravely contended, and 
ably supported the character they had established. The 
unequal contest, in wluch they wo-e engaged, never 
occurred to them ; nor for a moment checked the ra- 
pidi^ of their advance. Had the British ]^iown th^ 
were mere riflemen, without bayonets, a firm stand 
would have arrested their progress, and destruction or 
capture %vould have been the inevitable consequence ; 
but this circumstance being unknown, every charge 
they made was crowned with success, producing dis- 
comfiture, and routing and driving superior numbers 
before them. Officers, fix>m the highest, to inferior 
grades, discharged what had been expected of them. 
En^gn Leach, of the 7th regiment, being wounded 
through the body, still remained at his post, and in 
the performance of his duty. Colonel Reuben Kem- 
per, enterprising and self-collected, amidst the confu- 
sion introduced oa the left wing, found himself at the 
head of a handful of men, detached fixnn the main 
body, and in the midst of a party of the enemy ; never 
did any man better exemplify the truth of the position, 
that discretion is sometirnes the better part of valour : 
to attempt resistance was idle, and could only eventu- 
ate in destruction ; with a mind unclouded by the 
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]paA dm: snrrtended him, he sought and proGured Ids CHAP. 
nAkf. llluaD^h straieigem. Cdling to a group of soh ^^^^^ 
dim vfao wcce Aear, he demanded Wh«e their regi- ^gj^ 
ment ivas ; lost themselves, they were unable to an- 
swer: but taking him lor one of thdr own officers^ 
ibsy fbUowed, as tfaey were ordered, to his own line, 
irtietethey wece made prisoners. 
. The 7th re^ment, comxnanded by major Piere, and 
the 44th, under msgor Baker, aided by major Butlar, 
gaUandy mffrinlwined the conflict--4brced the enemy 
fioia ev«ry secure position he attempted to occupy, 
and dro^^ him a mile from die first point of attack. 
Gonfidii^ in diemsehres, and their general, who was 
mnstasidy widi them, exposed to danger and in the 
tidckeat of die fight, inspuing by his ardour, and en- 
CDuragii^ by his exam]de, diey advanced to die con- 
ffict, nor evinced a disposition to leave it, until the 
prudence of their commanda: directed diem to retire* 
From die viidenoe of die assault already made, 
the fears of the British had been gready excited; 
to keep dieir apprehenuons alive was considered im- 
pottant, widi a view partially to destroy the over- 
weening confidoice widi which tfaey had arrived, and 
ooitipdi them to act, for a time, upon the defensive. 
To effect diis, general Coffee, widi his brigade, was 
o wJ e i'e i down on the 24th, to unite with colonel Hinds, 
and make a show in the rear of Lacoste's plantation. 
The enemy, not yet recovered of the panic prodoc- 
ed by die first assault, already believed it was in con- 
templaetion to ui^ another attack, and immediately 
fijnned to repel it ; but Coffee having succeeded in 
recovering some of his horses, which were wanderr 
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CHAP* jng along the ades of the swamp ; and m reffiuDg 
^ of the clotfamg his tnx)ps had lost, returoedtD the 



jgl^ line, leaving to be conjectured the objects of his move- 
ment. 

The scanty supply of clothes and bbnketa, that re- 
msdned to the soldiers, from their long and exposed 
marches, had been left where thqr dismounted to 
meet the enemy. Thdr numbers were too limited^ 
and the strength of thdr (^yponents too wdl ascertain- 
ed, fot any part of their force to remain and take care 
of what was left behind : it was so easeotial to hasten 
on, reach their desdnadcHi, and be ready to act, when 
the signals of the Caroline should announce thdr co* 
operation necessary, that no time was affixded them to 
secure their horses ; — diey were turned loose, and their 
recovery trusted entirely to chance. Although many- 
were regained, — ^many were lost ; while most of the 
men remained with but a single suit to encounter in* 
the open iield, and in swamps, covered with water, 
the hardships of camp, and the severity of winter. 
It is a circumstance which entitles them to mudi credit, 
that under privations so severely oppressive, com- 
plaints or murmurs were never heard. Thb state of 
things was not of long continuance. The stovy of 
their suferings and misfortunes was no soo«er fawwn, 
than the legislature appropriated a sum of money for 
their relief, which was greatly increased, by subscrip- 
tions, in the city and neighbouriiood. Materials be- 
ing piu'chased, the ladies, with that Christian charity, 
and warmth of heart, characteristic of their sex, at once 
exerted themselves in removing their di^esses : all 
• their industry \vas called into action, and in a Utde. 
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tone» Ibe suffini^ soldier was relieved. Such ge- CHAP, 
seroiis OQndi^ in assisting at a moment when so,^^.,^^J^ 
much needed ; while it conferred on those females the ^^^^ 
hig^iest honour, could not £ul to nerve .the arm of the 
brave, with new zeal, for the defence of their bene- 
factresses. This distii^ished mark of their patriot- 
ism and benevolence, is still remembered ; and often 
as the^ valiant men recount the dangers they have 
passed, and with peculiar pide dwell on the ming- 
led honours and hardships of the campaign, they 
breathe a sentiment of gratitude to those, who confer- 
led upon them such distinguished marks of their kind* 
ness, and, by timdy interference, allevii^ed their mis* 
fortunes. 

To present a check, and keep up a shew of ^reabt- 
ance, detachments of light troops were occasionally 
kept in firont of the line, assailing and harassing the 
enemy's advanced posts, whenever an opportunity was 
ofered of acting to advantage. Every moment that 
could be gained, and every delay that could be ex- 
tetidedto the enemy's attempts, to reach the city, was 
of the utmost importance. The w<»rks were rapidly pro- 
gressing, and hourly increasing in strength. The mili- 
tia of the state were every day arriving, and every day 
the i»rospect of successful opposition was brightening. 

The enemy still remained at lus first encampment 
To be in readmess to repel an assault when attempted, 
the most active exertions were made on the 24th and 
25th. The canal, covering the front of our line, was 
deepened and widened, and a strong mud wall fidrmed 
of the. earth, that had been originally thrown out Tq 
prevent any approach until his system of defence 
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CHAP, ent quarter, would be attempted, produced exertions 
to be able to defend at all pcniite. * 



jgj^^ The forts on the river, well supported widi brave 
men, and heavy pieces of artiUeiy, might, perhaps, 
deter their shipping from venturing up the Miaasaippi, 
and dispose them to seek some safer route, if any 
couW be discovered. Through Pass Baimtaria w«s 
best calculated for this purpose, where, in all proba- 
bility, the effort might be made. The difficulty of 
ascending the Mississippi, from the n^idity of the 
current, its winding course, and the amjde protection 
already giyen at St. Philip, Bourbon, and St. Leon, 
were circumstances to which it was not infeired the 
British were strangers: nor was it to be expected* 
tiiat, with a knowledge 'of them, they would venture 
here the success of an enterprise on which so much 
depended. It was a more ratiixial conjecture that they 
would seek a passage through Banataria — ^proceed up 
on the right bank of the river, and gain a position, 
where, co-operating with the force on the east side, 
they might drive our troops fix)m the line they had 
formed, and, at less hazard, succeed In the accom- 
plishment of their designs. Major Reynolds was 
accordingly ordered thither, with instructions to place 
die bayous, emptying throu^ this pass, in die best 
state of defence — to occupy and strengthen the island 
"—to mount sufficient ordnance, and draw a chain, 
within cannon-shot, across, the more effectually to 
guard the route, and protect it fix>m approach, Lafite, 
who had been heretofore promised a pardon for the 
outrages he had committed against the laws of the 
United States, and who had akeady shown a lively 
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zeal m bdudf of his adopted country, was sent with CHAP. 
Reynolds. He was selected, because, from the "P^oobi,^^^ 
tkeaAy given, no doubt was entertained of his fidelity, . g.^ 
and because has knowledge of the geography, and pre- 
dae situation of dus section of the state, was remarka- 
Uy correct: it was where he had constantly rendez- 
voused, during the time of cruizing against the mer- 
chant vesseb of Spain, under a commission, obtained 
at Carthagena, and where he had become perfecdy ac* 
qoaioted with every inlet to die gulf, through which 
a paas^ could be eflfected. 

With these arrangemoits ; treason s^part^-all anxi- , 
ousty alive to the interest of their county, anddiqx)s- 
ed to protect her; there was litde room to s^pre- 
hend, or fear disaster. To use the general's own ex- 
pression, on another occasion ; ^* the surest defence, 
diat seldom tailed of success, was a rampart of high- 
minded and brave men.'' That there were some 
of this description with him, on whom he could safdy 
rdy, in moments of extreme peril, he well knew ; but 
that there were many, strangers to him and danger; 
and who had never been called to act in those situa- 
tions, where death, stalking in hideous round, appals 
and unnerves even the resolute, was equally certain : 
whether thqr would contend with manly firmness — 
support the cause in which they had embarked, and 
realize his anxious wishes on the subject, could be 
only known in the moment of conflict and trial, when, 
if disappointed in his expectaticxis, the means of re- 
trieving the evil wo|}ld be fled, and every thing lost 
in the result. 
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CHAP. As yet the enemy knew nothing of the poaUba of 
i^ Jaeksoa.* What was 1m sttiiatk)n^^'^ii«liat was i^^ 

— whedier dSeaamc or defasive openticMtt would be 
puisuedi were cvciimBtanoes on which ibef possessed 
no correct knowledge ; stilly dnr emartioDs, to hnie 
all Adngs p repased, to inge dnr deagns^ wfaeoeves 
die momeBt fior action sfaonUamre^ were obji miunnj^> 
They had been constandy eng^iged> since dcir land- 
ing, in procnring ficom. dieir shaping, every thing ne- 
cessary to idterior openAofo^ A oompletecdomiani 
on the lakes, and posses^oddr of a.point on die inwgin^ 
presented an unmtati^ted mgress and egress^ and 
affixtded tlie opportunity of conveying, what was waaa^ 
ed, in perfect safety to dieir camp. Tie height of the 
Misaaaip]^, and the disdmge of water, thtoiigh the 
openings made in dieleree, had. given an incceased 
depth to the cansd, from wUeh tbey bad first d& 
barked^enabkd them to advaace their beats nmefa 
fiulfaer, in the direction of dieir enca m p m e n t^ and to 
bring up, A?idi greater GDnveniei!lce, their aokfflery^ 
bombs and nmnidons. Tints engaged^ during the 
first three days after their asrival; eariy on the mdfti*' 
ing of the 27th, a battery was diseovered on the bods 
of the river, wUch had been thrown up during Ihe 
fU'eceding night, and on vAock wdre mounted* sevensd 
{neces of heavy ordnance ; from it a fire was qiened 
on the Caroline schooner, lying under the oppo»te 
shore. 

After the batde of-the 23d, in whidi thb vessel had 
so effectually aided, she had passed to the opposite 
side of the river, where she had since lain. Her ser- 
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viees were too h^Mj a|>preciated not to f)e again de- CHAP, 
med) in the event Ae eoemgr Aoudd endeavour to ad-^^.^^ 
vance. Her pi«ent Aiiaikm was coiirider^ ^3^^ 

miaafeone, but it had been eaoagftd in vain, to advance 
her Ugher up die stream. No &v6urable breeze had 
yet arisen to fid her in stemming die current ; and 
tawing, and other remedies, had been already re- 
sorted to, widiout success. Her safety might have 
been ensured by floating her down under fort St Leon; 
Aough it was preferred, as a matter of policy, to 
xisk her where she was, stfll, hourly, calculating that a 
favourable wind might relieve her, ralher than by dn^- 
ping her widi the current, lose those benefits', which, 
against an advance of the enemy, dhte might so com- 
I^etely extend. Commodore Patterson had left her 
en the 26tb, by the orders of the oommanding general,' 
when capt^ Henly made a fmther, but indSectual 
effcxt to fixx^e her up die current, near to the line, for 
die douUe purpose of its defence and her own safety. 
•These attempts to gether away, being discovered ; 
at daylight, cm the morning of die 27di, a battery, 
mounting five guns, opened upon her, discharging 
bombs and red hot shot ; it was spiritedly answered, 
but without affecting die battery ; there bemg but a 
long twelve pounder that could reach. The second 
foe had lodged a hot shot in her main hold, under her 
cables, whence it could not be removed, and immedi- 
atdy set fire to the schooner. The shot, fiDm the bat- 
tery, were constandy taking effect, firing her in different 
parts, and otherwise producing material injury ; while 
die blaze already kindled under her cables, was rapidly 
extending its ravages* A well grounded apprehension, 

a r 
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CHAP, of her comiaander, that she could be no longer dc*' 
* fended, — the flames bursting out in different parts, and 



&st increa^ng, induced a fear, lest the magazine 
should be soon reached, and eveiy thing destroyed. 
One of hb crew being killed^ and sis wounded, and 
there being not the glimmering of hope that ahecouU 
Schooner he preserved, orders were given to abandon her. The 
Caroline ^^^^ reached the shore, and in a short time afierwards 

Mown up. ' 

she blew up. 

Although thus unexpectedly depnved of so material 
a dependence, for successful defence, an opportunity 
was soon presented, of using her brave crew to ad- 
vantage. Gathering confidence, fit)m what had been 
just effected, the enemy left their encampment,^ and 
moved in the direction of our line. Their numbers 
had been increased, and major general Sir Edward 
^^^<:^^ Fackenham now commanded in person. Early on 
neccniber.the 28th, his columns commenced their advance to 
storm our works. At tiie distance of half a mil^ 
their heavy artillery opened, ^nd quantities of bombs, 
balls and congreve rockets, were discharged. It was 
a scene of terror and alarm, which they had probably 
calculated would excite a panic in the minds of the 
raw troops of our army, and make them surrender at 
discretion, or abandon their strong hold. But our 
soldiers had afforded abundant proof, that, whether dis- 
ciplined Gc not, they well knew how to defend the ho- 
nour and interests of their country; and sufficient 
Kjdour not to be alarmed at the reality — still less the 
semblance of danger. Far bom, exciting their ap- 
prehensions, and driving them from their ground, their 
fimmess still remained unchanged ; — still was mani- 
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fested a determinadon nql^to tarnish a rejfutation diey CHAP, 
had haidly earned ; and which had become too dear,^^^^^^^ 
fix>m the difficulties and dangers they had passed to ^^^^ 
acquire it, now tamdy to be surrendered. These con- 
^reve rockets, though a kind of instrument of destruc- 
tion, to which our troops unskilled in the science of de* 
solating war&re, had been hitherto strangers, excited 
no otiier feeling tiian that which novelty inspires. 
At the moment, therefiDre, that the British, in different 
columns, were moving up, in all the pomp and parade 
of batde, preceded by these insignia of terror, more 
than danger, and were expecting to behold tiieir '* Yan- 
kee foes,'' tremblingly retire and flee before them, 
our batteries opened, and halted their advance. 

In addkionto the two mounted on the works, on 
the 24th, three otiier heavy pieces of cannon, obtained 
from die navy department, had been formed along 
die line ; diese openbg on the enemy, checked their 
progress, and disclosed to tkem the hazard of the pro- 
ject they were on. Lieutenants Crawley and Norris, 
volunteered, and with the crew of die Caroline render- 
ed important services, and maintuned, at die guns they 
conmuinded, that firmness and decision, for which, on 
previous occa^ons, they had been so highly distinguish- 
ed. They had been selected by the general, because 
of their superior knowledge in gunnery ; and, on this 
occasion, gave a fmther evidence of their skill and 
judgment, and of a (fisposition to act, in any situation 
where they could be serviceable. The Ibe, which, 
from die labours bestowed on it, was dsdly strength- 
ening, was not yet in a situation effectually to resist i 
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CHAP, tlus deficiency, however, was wdl remedifid hy those 
.who were formed in its rear. 



1814. From the river the greatest injuiy was done. 

tenant Thonqpsony who commanded die Louisiana 
sloop, which lay neaily <^po»te the line of defence, 
no sooner discovered the columns s^jiproaching, than 
warping her around, he brought her staffboard guns to 
bear, and forced them to retreat: but fixmi their hea- 
vy artillery, the enemy maintained the conflict wUbi 
great spirit, constantly discharge their bombs and 
rockets, for seven hours, when, uoaU^ to make a 
bteach, or silence the sloop, they abandoned a contest, 
where few advantages seemed to be presented* The 
crew of tlus vessel was composed of new recruits, 
and discordant materials,*-of soldiers, citizens and 
seamen ; who, by the activity of their commander, were 
90 well perfected in thor duty, that they already 
managed their guns with the greatest jxecision and 
certainty of effect ; and by three o'clock in the evea^ 
ing, with the aid of the land batteries, had completely 
silenced and drove back the enemy. Emboldened 
by the effect produced on the Caroline the day be- 
fore ; the furnaces of the enemy were put in opera* 
tion, and numbers of hot shot thrown firom a lieavy 
piece, which was placed behind, and protected by the 
levee. An attempt was now made to cany it off, when 
that protection, heretofore had, being taken aw^, 
thejT were fairly e:!^posed to our fire, and suffa^ great- 
ly. In their endeavours to remove it, " I saw," says 
commodore Patterson, " distinctly, with the aid of a 
glass, several balls strike in the midst of the men who 
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were, employed in 4niggiag it away." Ifi this engage- CHAP, 
ment, conuneDGed and wangled for s^ea hours, we re- 
ceived little or no u^uiy. The iKHiisiana sloop, agaiii8t 
wfaioh the mo6t vkdeot exertioos wo^ made, had but 
a single man wounded, by the fiagments of a shdl, 
which bursted over her deck. Our entire loss did not 
exceed nine killed, and eight <x ten woi^ed. The 
eoemy^ being more exposed, acting in the open €eld« 
and m nmge of our guns, suffered) from iofonnation 
afterwards procured, considerable injuiy ; at least, one 
hundred and twen^ were kill^ and woufided. 

Among the killed, on our side, was colonel James 
Henderson, of the Tennessee militia. An advanced 
party of the British had, during the action, taken post 
behind a fence, diat rto obliquely to, md not very re- 
mote fircmi, our line. Henderson, with a detachment 
o( two hundred men, was ordered to drive them from 
a position, whence they were effecting some injury, 
and greaitiy umoykig our troops. , Had he advanced 
in the manner dkected, he would have been less ex- 
posed, and enabled more effectually to have secured 
the object intended ; but, misunderstsmding the order, 
he proceeded in a different route, lund fell a victim to 
his error. Instead of marching in the direction of the 
wood, and turning the enemy, which would have cut 
off their retreat, he proceeded in front, towards the ri- 
ver, leaving them in reartif the fence, mid himself and 
hb detadunent open and exposed. His mistake being 
percdved from the line, he was called by the adjutant 
general, and danected to return ; but the mnse of the 
waters, throu^ which they Were wading, prevented 
any communication. Having reached a knoll of dry 
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CHAP, ground, he formed, and attempted the execution of -Ins 
' order ; but sochi fdl, by a wound in the head. De- 



1814 P'^^^ ^^ ^^'^ conymander, and perceivmg thdr atu- 
ation hazardous and untenable, the detachment retreat- 
ed to the line, wiA the loss of thdr colonel and five 
men. * ^ 

While this advance was made, a column of Ibe 
enemy was threatening an attack on our extreme left; 
to frustrate the attempt. Coffee was ordered, with his 
riflemen, to hasten through the woods, and check their 
approach. The enemy, although greatly superior to 
lum in numbers, no sooner discovered his movement, 
than they retired, and abandoned the attack they had 
previously meditated. 

A supposed disaffection in New Orieans, and an ene- 
my in front, were circumstances well calculated to ex- 
cite unpleasant forebodings. General Jackson believed 
it necessary and essential to his security, while contend- 
ing with avowed foes, not to be wholly inattentive to 
dangers lurking at home; but, by guarding vigilandy, to 
beable to suppress any treasonable purpose, the moment 
it should be developed, and before it should have time 
to mature. Previously, therefcx^e, to departing from 
the city, on the evenii^ of the 23d, he had ordered 
major Butier, his aid, to remain with the guards, and 
be vigilant, that nothing transpired in his absence, cal- 
culated to operate injuriously. His fears, that there 
were many of the irdiabitants, who felt no attachment 
to the government, and would not scruple to surren- 
der, whenever, prompted by their interest, it should 
become necessary, has been already noticed. In tiiis 
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bdief» subsequent circumstances evinced tho:^ was no CHAP, 
mistake, and showed that to his asduluily and energy is, 



to be ascribed the cause the country was protected and 
saved. It is a fact, which was disclosed, on making 
an exchange of prisoners, that, in desjute of all the ef- 
finrts made to prevent it, the enemy were daily and 
constandy apjnized of every thing that transpired in 
om* camp. Every arrangement, and evei^ change of 
position, was immediately communicated. ^' Nothing," 
lemarked a British officer, at the close of the invasicHi, 
*y was kept a secret from us, except your numbers : 
this, although diligently sought after, could never be 
procured." 

Between the 2Sd, and die attack on the 28th, to 
carry our line, major Buder, who still remained at his 
post in the city, was applied to by Fulwar Skipwith, 
at that time speaker of the senate, to ascertain the 
commanding general's views, provided he should be 
driven from Ms line of oicampment, and compelled to 
retreat through the city ; would he, in that event, de- 
stroy it ? It was indeed a curious inquiry, from one 
who, having spent his life in serving his country, in 
different capacities, might better have understood the 
du^ of a subordinate officer ; and that even if, from 
his situation, major Buder had so far acquired the con- 
fidence of his generdl, as to have become acquainted 
with' his views and designs, he was not at liberty to 
divulge them, without acting criminally. On asking 
the cause of the inquiry, Mr. Skipwith replied, it was 
mmoured, and so understood, that if driven from his 
portion, and made to retreat up the coast, general 
Jackson had it in contemplation to lay the city waste ;. 
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CHAP* the^legisli^re de^ed nrfbrnuttioii on this subject, iSbak 
' if sudi were his intoitions, tliey might, by c^enng 



jgj^ terms to the enemy, avert so great a calamity. That 
such a sentiment should be entertained by this body, 
was scarcely crediUe ; yet a iew days ttfoug^t the cer- 
tainty of it more fuUy to view, said shewed that they 
were already devising plans to ensure thdr safety, 
even ^ any -sacrifice. While the general was hasten-* 
ing along the line, from cmkring Coffse, as we have 
just observed, against a column c£ the Irtish on die 
left, he was hailed by Mr. Duncan, one of his volun- 
teer aids, and infcmned, tkA already it was agitated, 
secredy, by the members of the legislature, to offef 
terms dP capitulation to the enemy, and proffer a sur- 
render. Poised as v^as the result, the safety crMLci 
the city resting in uncertainty, although it was plainly 
to be perceiv.ed, that, with a strong army btifore them, 
no such resoluticm could be carried into effect, yet it 
might be productive of evil, and, in the end^ bring 
about the most fetal consequences. Even the disdo^ 
sure of such a wish might create parties-excite oppo^ 
sition in the army, and inspire the enemy with renew* 
ed confidence. The Tennessee forces, and Mis^- 
sippi volunteers, it was not feared would be affected by 
the measure ; but it might detach the Louisiana militia, 
and even extend itself to die ranks of the regular 
troops. Jackson was greatly incensed, that those whose 
safety he had so much at heart, should be seeking to 
mar his best exertions. He was, however, too warmly 
pressed, at the moment, to give it the attention its im- 
portance merited ; but, availing himself of the first re- 
spite from the violence df the attack waged against 
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hiin, he ajyprized goyemor Ciaibome of what he had CHAP, 
heard ;*^-ordered him closely to watch the conduct ^^^^^^ 
of die legisiatore, and the moment the project of of^- y^^^ 
£enng a capitulation to the enemy should be fulty dis- 
dosed, to airest the members, and hold them subject 
to his further OTders. The govembr, in his zeal to 
execbte the command, and from a fear of the conse- 
^lences involved in such conduct, construed as im- 
perative, an order which was merely contingent ; and, 
placing an armed force at the door of the capitd, pre- 
vent^ the members from convening, and their schemes 
from maturing. 

We pretend not to ascribe this conduct to disaffec- 
tion to the government, or treasonable motives. The 
impulse that produced it was, no doubt, interest,--*- 
a prindiple of Ae human mind which strongly sways, 
and often destroys, its best conclusions. The disparity 
of the two armies, in numbers, preparati(»i, and disci- 
{dine, had excited apprehension, and desttoyed hope. 
If Jackson were driven back, and little else viras looked 
for, rumour fixed his determination of devoting the ^ 
city to destruction : but even if such were not his in- 
tention, the Mirath and vengeance of the enemy would 
jprobably be in proportion, to the opposition they re- 
ceived. Although these considerations somewhat pal- 
Bate, they do not justify. The government was repre- 
sented, in the person of th.e commanding general, on 
whom rested all responsibility, and whose voice, on 
die subject of resistance or capitulation, should alone 
have been heard. In the field were persons who were 
enduring hanlships, and straining every nerve, for the 
general safety. A few of the members of their awn 
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CHAP, body, too, were there, who did not despond.* Mig^ 
not patriotism, then, have admcHiishcd these men^ ho- 
noured as&ey were widi the confidence of the pec^le, 
rather to have pursued a course, having for its object 
to keep alive excitement, than to have endeavoured to 
introduce fear and paralyze exertion. Such conduct, H 
productive of nothing worse, was wdl calculated to ex^ 
citealarin. If the militia, who had been hastily drawn to 
the camp, and who were yet trembling for the safe^ of 
dieir families, had been told, that a few private men, of 
standing in society, had expressed thdr opinions, and 
declared re^stance useless, it would, without doubt, 
have occasioned serious apprehensions ; but, in a much 
greater degree would they be calculated to arise, whem 
told that the members of the legislature, chosen to pre- 
^e over the safety and destinies of the state, after due 
deliberation, had pronounced all attempts at successful 
opposition, vsun and ineffectual. 

Here was an additional reason why expedients should 
be devised, and every precaution adopted, to prevent 
any communication, by which the slightest intelligence 
should be had of oiu* situation, already, indeed, suffi- 
ciently deplorable. Ad^tional guards were posted 
along the swamp, on both sides of the Missis^ppi, t9 
arrest all intercourse ; while on the river, the common 
highway, watch boats were constantiy plying during 

* Only four merobers of the legislature appeared in the field, 
to defend their country. We regret not knowing the name 
of one of these persons : those .we have learned are, general 
Garrigue Flojack, major Eziel, and Mr. Bufort, who abandon- 
ed their civil duties for the field, where they afforded exam- 
ples worthy of imitation. 
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&e night, in different directions, so tliat a log could CHAP. 
scarcely pass unperceived. Two flat-bottomed boats, ^^^^^^ 
on a dark night, were turned adrift above, to ascertain ^^^^ 
if vigilance were preserved, and whether there would be 
any chance of pasimig in S3&ty to the British lines. 
The light boats discovered them on their passage, and 
on the alarm being given , they were opened upon by the 
Louisiana sloop, and the batteries on the shore, and in 
a few minutes were sunk. In spite, however, of eve- 
ry precaution, treason stiU discovered avenues through 
which to project and execute her ne&rious plans, and 
^i^ch constantly afforded information to the enemy, 
carried to them, no doubt, by adventurous friends, who 
sought and effected their nightly passage thrcXigh the 
deepest parts of the swamp, where it was impossible 
iar sentinels to be kept.^ 

Much inconvenience was sustained for the want of 
affms, and much anxiety felt, lest the eifemy, through 
their faithful adherents, might, on this subject also, ob- 
tain information ; to prevent it, as far as possible, ge- 
neral Jackson endeavoured to conceal the strength and 
situation of his army, by suffering his reports to be 
seen by none, but Mmself and the adjutant general* 
Many of the troops in the field were supplied with 
common guns, which were of litde service. The Ken- 
tucky troops, who were daily expected, were also un- 
derstood to be badly provided with arms. Uncertain 
but the city might still contain many articles that would 
be serviceable, orders were issued to Mr. Girod, may- 
or of New Orleans, to search every store and house, 

* See note C. 
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CHAP.aod take possession of all the muskets, bayonets, 
^spades, and axes he could find. Understanding too, 
.g- . there w^q many young men, who, from different pre- 
texts^ had not appeared in the field, he was instructed 
to obt^ a roister of every man in the city, under the 
age of fifty, that measures might be concerted for draw- 
ing f(xth those, who had hitherto appeared backward, 
in engagipg in the pending contest 

Frequent light skirmishes, by advanced parties, widi- 
but much effect on either side, were all that took pJace 
for several days. Colcmel Hinds, at the head of the 
Mississippi dragocHis, on the 30di, was (wdered to dis* 
lodge a party of the enemy, who, under cover of a 
ditch that ran across the plain, were annoying our fii- 
tigue pardes* Jn his advance, he was unexpectedfy^ 
thrown between them, and became exposed to the fine 
of a line, which had hitherto lain concealed and onob- 
served. His t^oUected conduct, and gallant deport- 
ment, gained him and his corps the approbation of 
the commanding general, and extricated him fix>m the 
danger he was in. The enemy retired, and he return- 
ed to the line, with tiie loss of five of his men. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Attack of the Ist of January. — Geberal Jackson's line of de- 
fence.-^Kentiicky troops arrite at head qaarters^-^Brrtisli 
army reinforced ; their prefUutitioftft for attack. — Battle of 
the 8th of January, and repulse of the enemy ^^-American 
redoubt carried, and retaken.«^-Golonel Thornton pro- 
ceeds against general Morgan's line, and takes possession 
of it.— Letter of captain Wilkinson.—- British Watch word, 
-^•'^enerous conduct of the American soldiers.-*— Morgan's 
line reguned.«-«6eHeral Lambert requests a suspenaioB of 
hostuHi^-^-Annistice concIuded.-<-«fizectttion of an Anie- 
rican soldiCT, bj iht British. 



THE Britigh were encamped two miles below die CHAP. 
American army, on a perfect plab, and in full view. ^^ 
Although f(»led in their attempt to carry our works by 
Ae force of their batteries, on the 28th, they yet re- *^^^' 
solved upon another attack, and one which they be* 
lieved would be more successful. Presuming their 
£uliu'e to have arisen from not having sufficiently 
strong batteries, and heavy ordnance, a more en- 
larged arrangement was resorted to, with a confidence 
of silencing opposition, and effecting such breaches in 
our entrenchment, as would enable their columns to 
pass, without being exposed to any considerable hazard* 
The interim between the 28th of December and 1st of 
January, was accordingly spent in preparing to execute 
^eir designs. Their boats had been despatched to 
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CHAP, the shipping, and an additional supply of heavy cannon 
^landed dirough Bayou Bienvenu, whence they had first 
debarked. 

During the night of the 31st, they were busily en- 
gaged. An impenetrable fog, next morning, which 
was not dispelled until nine o'clock, by concealing 
dieir purpose, aided them in the plans they were pro* 
jecting, and gave time for the completion of tiieir 
works. This having disappeared, several heavy bat- 
teries, at the distance of six hundred yards, mounting 
eighteen and twenty *four pound carronades, were pre- 
sented to view. No sooner was it sufliciendy clear^to 

the istof opened, and a tremendous burst of artillery commute- 
*" ed, accompanied with congreve rockets, that filled the 
air in all directions. Otir troops, protected by a de- 
fence, which, firom their constant labours and exertions, 
tiiey believed to be impregnable, unmoved and undis- 
turbed, maintained their ground, and, by their skilful 
management, in the end, succeeded in dismounting 
and silencing th^ guns of the enemy. The British, 
tiu'ough the Mendly interference of some disaffected 
citizens, having been apprized of die situation of the 
general's quarters, — ^that he dwelt in a house, at a small 
distance in the rear of his line, against it directed their 
first and principal efforts, with a view to destroy the 
commander. So great was the number of balls thrown, 
that, in a littie while, its porticos were beaten down, 
and die building made a complete wreck. In this 
dishonourable design, they were, however, disap-^ 
pouited; for with Jackson it was a constant prac- 
tice, on the first appearance of danger, not to wait 

# 
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in Ms quarters, watching events, but instantly to CHAP, 
proceed to the fine, and be ready to form his ar-^ 
rangements as circumstances might require. Con- 
stantly in expectation of a charge, he was never absent 
from the post of danger ; and thither he had this morn- 
ing repaired, at the first sound of the cannon, to aid in 
defence, and inspire his troops with firmness. Our 
guns, along the line, new opened, to repel the assault, 
and a constant roar of cannon, on both sides, continued 
until nearly noon ; when, by the superior ^iU of our 
en^eers, the two batteries formed on the right, next 
the. woods, were nearly beaten down, and many of the 
guns dismounted, broken, and rendered useless. That 
•next the river still continued its fire, until three o'clock ; 
when, perceiving all attempts to force a breach ineffec- 
tual, the enemy gsive up the contest, and retired. 
Every act of theirs discovers a strange delusion, and 
on what wild and fiuiciful grounds all their expecta- 
tions were founded. That the American troops were 
well posted, and strongly defended by pieces of heavy 
ordnance mounted along their line, was a &ct well 
known ; yet a belief was confidently indulged, that the 
undisciplined collection which constituted the strength 
of our army, would be able to derive littie benefit firom 
such a circumstance ; and that artiUeiy could produce 
but slight advantages in the hands of persons who were 
strangers to the manner of using it. That many who, 
firom necessity, were called to the direction of the 
guns, were at first entirely unacquainted with their 
management, is indeed true ; yet the accuracy and 
precision with which they threw their shot, afforded a 
convincing argument, either that they possessed the 
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CHAP- f^p^citsr of b«c>nung» m a short timq, wdl acqiaaintcd 
^witb the mt of guooeiyi or th^t it was a science^ the 
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^oquiriog <^ which WRs not uttended with Uicateulable 

That tfacy would be able tp effect an openings and 
inarch through the strong defence in their front, was 
m idea so fondly qheriahed by oat aasailants, that m 
js^preh^ision ci fiulure had scarcely ever occurred. 
So atoguine were th^ iu tins belief^ that, early in the 
tnoroing, their soldiers were arranged akxig the ditches, 
in resir of tf)dr batteriesi prepared and ready to advant^ 
to the charge, the moment a breach could be made. 
Here, protected by their situation from danger, thqr 
remained^ w^i^g the result that should call them to 
act. But their i^orta not producing the di^test im- 
^^sion, and their rockets not havii^ ^ e&ct to drive 
our militia away, ihey abandoned the contest, and re- 
tired to their camp, leaving their batteries almost com- 
pletely destroyed. 

Perceiving their attemi^ must fidl, said that such 

an effect could not be produced, as would warrant 

their advtace, another expedient was resorted to, bitf 

with no better success. It occiured to the Briti^ 

commander, an attack might be made to advantage, 

next the woods, and a force was accordingly order^ 

to penetrate in diis direction, and turn the left of our 

An ad- line, which was supposed not to extend further than 

JJJJJI^n the edge of the swamp. In this way, it was expected 

fH^^} a diversion could be made, while the reserve colunms, 

line. in readiness, and waiting, were to press forward, the 

moment it could be efiected. Here disappointment 

resulted. Coffee's brigade, being already extended 
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into the swamp, as &r as it was possible for an advanc* CHAP« 
ing party to penetrate, brought unexpected dangers ^^^^^^.^^ 
into view, and occasioned an abandonment of the pn> . g. » 
ject. That such a design was practicable, and might 
be attempted, was the subject of early con^deration ; 
^d the necessary precaution had been taken to pre- • 
fent it. Although cutting the levee had raised the 
)vater in the swamp, and increased the difficulties 
of keeping troops there, yet a fear, lest this pass might 
be sought by the enemy, and the rear of the line there- 
by gained, had determined the general to extend his 
defence even here. This had been entrusted to gene- 
ral Coffee ; and surely a more arduous duty can scarce^ 
ly be imagined. To form a breast-work, in such 
a place, was attended with many difficulties, and 
considerable exposure. A slight one, however, had 
been thrown up, and the underwood, for thirty or forty 
yards, cut down, that the riflemen, stationed for its 
defence, might have a complete view of any force, 
which, through this route, might attempt a passage. 
When it is recollected that this position was to be 
maintained night and day, uncertain of the moment of 
attack; and tiiat the only opportunity afforded ouf 
troops for rest, was on logs and brush, tiirown toge^ 
ther, by which they were raised above the surrounduig 
water ; it may be truly said, tiiat seldom has it fallen 
to the lot of any to Encounter greater hardships : but, 
accustomed to privation, and alive to those feelings 
which a love of country inspires, they obeyed without 
complaining, and cheerfully kept their position, until 
aU danger had subsided. Sensible of the importance 
of the point they defended, and that it was necessary 

1 1 
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CHAP, to be maintained, be the sacrifice what it nonfat, t&^ 
^^^^.^^^looked to nothing but a £dthful dischaige of the trast 
J confided to them. 

Our loss, in thb affiur, vr^s eleven killed, and twen« 
ly-three wounded : that of the enemy was never cor- 
rectly known« The .only certain information is con- 
tained in the conununication of general Lambert to 
earl Bathurst, on the 28th instant, wliere the casualties 
and losses, fix>m die 1st to the 5th, are stated at seven- 
ty-eight. Many allowances, however, are to be made 
for this report It was written at a time, when, fix>m 
the numerous disasters encountered, it was not to be 
presumed the general's mind was in a ^tuation pa- 
tientiy to remember, or minutely to detail them. From 
the great precision of our fire, and the injury vi^bly 
sustained by their batteries, their loss was, no doubt, 
considerable. The enemy's heavy shot having pene- 
trated our entrenchment, in many places, it was dis- 
covered not to be as strong as had at first been ima- 
gined. Fatigue parties were again employed, and its 
strength daily increased. 

The British had again .retired to their encampment 
It was well understood by Jackson, that they were b 
daily expectation of considerable rdnforcements ; 
though he rested with confidence in the belief, that a 
few more days would also bring to his assistance the 
troops firom Kentucky. Each party, therefore, was 
busily and constantiy engaged in preparation, the one 
to wage a vigorous attack, the other bravely to defend, 
and resolutely to oppose it. 

A reference to the plate will show more fully than 
any description can, the situation of the American 
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vmy. It was in the rear of an entrenchment formed CHAP, 
of earth, and extending in a straight line firom the river^ 



to the swamp. In its firont was a deep ditch, which ^^^^ 
had been formerly used as a miU*race. The Mississip- 
pi had receded and left this dry, next the river, though Amerkaa 
in many places the water still remained. Along the^^. 
line, and at uneqiia! distances^ to the centre of general 
Carroll's command, were mounted guns of difierent 
caliber, from six to thirty-two poimds. Near the 
river, and in advance of the entrenchment, was erected 
a redoubt, widi embrasures, commanding the road, 
along the levee, and calculated to rake the ditdi in 
front. 

We have heretofore stated, that general Morgan 
was ordered, on the 24th of December, to cross to the 
west bank of the Mississippi. From an ajqprdiensi^ 
lest an attempt might be made through Baitataria, and 
the city reached from the right bank of the river, the 
general had extended his defbice there likewise : in fact, 
unacquainted with the enemy's views,— ^ot knowing 
the number of thdr troc^s, nor but that they might have 
sufficient strength to wage an attack in various direc- 
tions, he had carefully divided out his forces, that he 
might guard, and be able to protect, at all points. His 
greatest fears, and hence his stnnigest defence, next to 
^e oae occupied by himself, was on the Chef Menteur 
road, where governor Claiborne, at the head of the 
Louisiana militia, was posted. The position on the 
right was formed on the same plan with the line on 
die lefit, — Slower down the river, and extending out to 
Ate swamp. Here general Morgan commanded. 
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CHAP. To be prepared against every possible coirtingehcy 
^^^^l^diat might arise, Jackson had established anodier Ihie 
1815 ^ defence, about two miles in the rear of the one at 
present occupied, whidi was intended as a rallying 
p(Hnt, in the event he should be driven from his first 
position. With the aid of his cavalry, to give a mo- 
mentary check to the advance of the enemy, he ex- 
pected to be enabled, vnth inconfflderable injury, to 
reach it ; where he would again have advants^es on his 
sidew^be in a ^tuation to dispute a further passage io 
die city, and arrest their progress. To inspirit his own 
soldiers, and preserve as great a show as possible of 
strength and intended resistance to the enemy, his un- 
armed troops, which constituted no very inconsidera- 
ble number, were here stationed. All intercourse be- 
tween the lines, but by confidential officers, was pro- 
hibited, and every precaution and vigifence employed, 
not only to keep this want of preparation concealed 
from the enemy, but even fi*om being known on his 
own lines. 

Occasional firing, at a distance, which produced 
nothing of consequence, was all that marked the in- 
terim,' from the* 1st to the 8th. 

Koituck ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ montii, the long-expected rein- 
troops ar- forcement firom Kentucky, amounting to twenty-two 
beadquar-hundred and fifly, under the command of major ge- 
^^ -neral Thomas, arrived at head quarters; but so ffl 
provided with arms, as to be incapable of rendering any 
considerable service. The alacrity with which the citi- 
zens of this state had proceeded to the fi*ohtiers, and 
aided in the north-western campsdgns, added to Ae 
diisasters which ill-timed policy or misfortime had pro- 
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duced, had breated such d dran, that litins w€^e not CHAP. 

X 
to be ptdCured. They had advanced, hoivever, to 



their (K)int of d^sfinatioh, with an expectation of being jg^^^ 
supplied on their arrivsd. Aboiit five hundred had 
muskets; the rest were provided with guns, frotn 
which little or no advantage tbuld be expected. The 
itlayor of New Orleans, at the request df general Jdtk- 
son, had already examined and dhiifrn from the city 
ever}' weapon that could be found ; while the arrival 
of the Louisiana militia, in an equally unpfepared 
aitualibn, rendered it impossible for the evil to be ef* 
fectually remedied. A boat, laden With farms, was 
somewhere on the river, intended for t;he use aiid de- 
fence df the loi^dt (JOtlntry ; but where it iVas, <k when 
it might arrive, rested alone on hope and conjecture. 
Expresses had been despatched lip the river, for three 
hUniked miles, to seek and hasten it on ; st9l there 
Were ho tidings of ari approach. That so many brave 
iien, at a moment of such anxious perils should be 
compelled to stand with folded arms, unable, from 
their situation, to render the least service to their coun- 
try, was ah event gready to be deplored, and did not 
feil to excite the feelings and sensibility of the com- 
ihanding general. His mind, active, and prepared for 
any thing but despondency, sought relief in vain ;— ■ 
there was none. No alternative was presented, but to 
place them at his entrenchment in the rear ; and, by 
the show they might make, add to his appearance and 
numbers, without at all increasing his strength. 

Information was now received that major general British 
Lambert had joined the British commander-in-chief, J^H^pc* 
with a considerable reinforcement. It had been here- ^* 
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CHAP, tofore announced in tbe American camp, that addi< 
^^^^,^y^ tional forces were expected, and somediing decisive 
lgj^ might be looked for, so soon as they should arrive. 
This circumstance, in connection with others, no less 
£ivouring the idea, led to the conclusion that a few 
days more would, in all probability, bring on the 
struggle, which would decide the &te of the city. It 
was more than ever necessary to keep concealed the 
situation of his army ; and, above all, to preserve as 
secret as possible, its unarmed condition. To restrict 
all communication, even with his own lines, was now, 
as danger increased, rendered mcx^ important. None 
were permitted to leave the line, and none from with- 
out to pass into his camp, but such as were to be im* 
pUcitly confided in. The Ime of sentinels was strength- 
ened in front, that ncme might pass to the enemy, 
should desertion be attempted : still, notwithstancUng 
this precaution and care, his plans and ^tuation 
were disclosed. On the night of the 6th, a soldiec 
from the line, by some means, succeeded in eluding 
the vi^lance of our sentinels. Early next momii^, 
his departure was discovered : it was at once cor- 
rectiy conjectured he had gone over to the enemy, 
and would, no doubt, afford them all the information 
in his power to communicate. This opinion, as sub- 
sequent circumstances disclosed, was well-founded; 
and dearly did he atone his crime. He unfolded to 
the British the situation of the American line ; the 
late reinf(M*cements we had received, and the unarmed 
condition of many of the troops ; and, pointing to the 
oentre of general Carroll's division, as a place occu- 
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pied by militia alcme, recommended it as the point CHAP, 
where an attack might be most safely made. 



Other intelligence received was confirmatory of the .g. . 
belief of an impending attack. From some prison- 
ers, taken on the lake, it was ascertained the enemy British 
were busily engaged in deepening Villery's canal, H^^ 
with the view of passing their boats and ordnance to *^*^^ 
the Mississippi. During the 7th, a constant bustle 
was perceived in the British camp. Aloiig the bor- 
ders of the canal, their soldiers were continually in 
motion, marching and manoeuvring, for no other pur- 
pose than to conceal those who were busily engaged 
at wprk in the rear. To ascertain the cause of this 
uncommon stir, and learn their designs, as far as was 
practicable, commodore Patterson had proceeded down 
the river, on the opposite side, and, having gained a 
favourable position, in front of their encampment, dis- 
covered them to be actually engaged in deepening the 
passage to the river. It was not difficult to divine 
their purpose. No othpr conjecture could be enter- 
tained than that an assault was intended to be made on 
the Une of defence commanded by general Morgan ; 
which, if gained, would expose our troops on the left 
bank to the fire of the redoubt erected on the right ; 
and in this way compel them to an abandonment of 
their position. To counteract this scheme was im- 
portant ; and measures were immediately taken to pre- 
vent the execution of a plan, which, if successful, 
would be attended with incalculable dangers. An 
increased strength was given to this line. The se- 
cond regiment of Louisiana militia, and four hundred 
Kentucky troops, were directed to be crossed over. 
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CHAP. IP reinfiorce apd protect jL Owing ta qome ddaj 
and difficulty in arming them^ the letter, amounting, 



instead of four hundred^ to but one hundred and eigb^, 
did not amve until the morning of the 8th. A littk 
^ore dajr, thejr were despatched to aid an advanced 
partjr, who, under the command of major Amaut, ha4 
been sent to lyatch the movements of the enemy, an^ 
oppose their landing. The hopes indulged fix)m thdr 
opposition were not realized ; and t^e enemy, immo- 
ksted, reached the shore. 

M(^gan's portion, besides being strengtboied by 
several brass twelves, was defended by a strong bat- 
tery, mounting twenty-four pounders, directed by 
commodore Patterson, which afforded addition^ 
strength and security. The line itself was not strong ; 
yet if jH-operly maintained by the troops selected to 
defend it, was believed fully adequate to the purposes 
of successful resistance. Late at night, Patterson as- 
certained that the enemy had succeeded in passing their 
boats through the canal, and immediately communi- 
cated his information to the general. The commodore 
had already formed the idea of dropping the Louisi- 
ana schoofter down, to attack and sink them. This 
thought, though well conceived, was abandoned, from 
the danger involved, and from an s^prehension lest the 
batteries erected on the river, with which she would 
come in collision, might, by the aid of hot shot, succeed 
in blowing her up. It was preferred patiently to await 
their arrival, bdieving it would be practicable, with 
the bravery of more than eight hundred men, and the 
slender advantages possessed, to maintain our position, 
and repel the assailants. 
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On thi^ left bank, whei^ the general in person cdm- CHAP, 
manded, every thing was in readiness to meet the as- ^^^.^L. 
sault, when it should be made. The redoubt on the ^„, . 

1819. 

tevee, was defended by a company of the seventh re- 
giment, under the command of Lieutenant Ross. The 
regular troops occupied that part of the entrenchment 
next the river. General Carroll's divi^dh was in the 
centre, supported by the Kentucky troops, under ge- 
neral John Adak ; while the extreme left, extending for 
a considerable distance into the swamp, was protected 
by the brigade of general Coffee. How soon the at- 
tack should be waged, was imcertain ; at what mo- 
ment^ rested with the enemy, — with us, to be in rea- 
diness for.resistance. There were many circumstances, 
however, favouring the belief, that the hour of contest 
was not f^ <£stant, and indeed fast approaching ; the 
busde of to-day, — the efforts to carry their boats into 
the river, — ^thc&scines and scaling-ladders that were 
preparing, were circumstances pointing to attack, and 
indicating the hour to be near at hand. General Jack- 
son, unmoved by appearances, anxiously desired a 
contest, which he believed would give a triumph to his 
arms, and terminate the hardships of his suffering sol- 
(Uers. Unremitting in exertion, and constantiy vigi^ 
lant, his precaution kept pace with the zeal and prepa*^ 
ration of the enemy. He se]idom slept : he was always 
at his post. His sentinels were doubled, and extend- 
ed as &r as possible, in the direction H>f the British 
camp ; while a considerable portion of the troops were 
constantiy at the line, with their arms in their hands, 
ready to act, when the first alarm should be given. 

IT u 
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CHAP. For ^ht days had the two armies lain upon the 
same fidd, and in view of each other, without any 
thing decisive being on eidier side effected. T\nce» 
since their landing, had the British columns essayed ta 
effect by storm the execution of their plans, and twice 
had faUed — ^been compelled to relinquish the attempt, 
and retire finom the contest. It was not to be expect- 
ed that things could Icxig remain in this dubious state; 
• Sddiers, the pride of England, — ^the boasted conquer- 
ors of Europe, were there ; distinguished generab 
were their leaders, who eamesdy desired* to an- 
nounce to their country, and the world, their signal 
achievements. The high expectati(ms wluch had been 
indulged of the success of this expedition, were to 
be realized, at every peril, or disgrace would result. 

The 8th of January at length arrived. The day 
dawned ; and the signals, intended to produce conceit 
in the enemy's movements, were descried. On the 
left, near the swapip, a sky-rocket was perceived ri^ 
in the air ; and {Presently another ascended fiom the 
right, next the rilter. They announced to each odier, 
that all was patpsrod and ready, to proceed and cany 
by storm; a defence which had twice foiled their ut- 
most efforts; Instantly the chai^ was made, and with 
such rapidity, that our soldiers, at the out posts, with 
difficulty fled in. ^ 

The British batteries, which liad been demolished on 

the 1st of the month, had been re-established during the 

{Mreceding night : and heavy pieces of cannon mounted, 

to aid in their intended operations. These now open^ 

Battle of ed, and showers of bombs and balls were pour- 

January. ^ upon our line ; while the air was lighted with 
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tiieir oongreve rockets. The two divifiions, com- CHAP, 
riiianded by Sir Edward Packenham in person, ^^^^^.^r^^ 
supported by generals Keane md Gibbs, pressed for- ^g^^ 
ward ; the right agednst the coitre c/£ general CairoU's 
ccmimand, — the left against our redoubt on the levee. 
A tfaid^ fog, that obscured the morping, enabled them 
to approach within a short distance of our entrench- 
iOEieiit, before they were discovered. They were now 
perceived advancing, with firm, quick, and steady 
pace, in column, with a front of sixty^ or seventy deep. 
Our troops, who had for some time been in readiness, 
and waiting tiieir appearance, gave three dieers, and 
insiantiy the whole Ime was lighted with the bla2se of 
their fire. A burst of artillery and small arms, pour- 
ings with destructive urn upcm them, mowed down 
tii^ firont, and arrested thdr advance. In our mus- 
ketry, there was not a moment's intermission ; as one 
party discharged their pieces, another succeeded ; al- 
tematdy loading and appearing, no pause could, be 
perceived, — it was one continued volley. The co- 
lumns already perceived their dangerous and exposed 
situation. Battery No. 7, on the left, was ably served 
by lieutenant Spotts, and galled tiiem with an inces- 
sant and destructive fire. Batteries No. 6 and 8 were 
no less actively employed, and no less successful, in 
felling them to the ground. Notwithstanding the se-. 
verity of our fire, which few troops could for a mo- 
ment have witiistood, some of those brave men press- 
ed on, and succeeded in gaining the ditch, in front of 
our works, where they remained during the action, 
and were afterwards n^de prisoners. The lioiTor be- 
fore them was too great to be withstood ; and already 
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CHAP, were the British troqps seen wavering in tfai^ determi- 
mtion, and receding from the conflict. At tfaos momeot^ 



1815 ^ Edward Packenham, hastening to the fixmt, endea- 
" voured to encourage and inspire them with renewed 
zeal. Hb. example was of short conlanuance : he soon 
felli mortally wounded^ in the arms of his aid^de-camp^ 
not &r from our line. Generals Gibbs and Keanealso 
fell, and were borne from the fields dangerously woim^ 
ed. At this moment, general Laanbert, who was ad* 
vandng at a small distance in the rear, mth the re- 
serve, met the columns precipitately reti^eating, and in 
great confuaton,. His efforts to stop them were umt 
vailing,*— rthey ccmtinued retreating, until they readied 
a ditch, at the distance of four hundred yards, where 
a niom^ntary safety being found, they were rallied, 
and halted. 

The field before them, over which th^y had advanc- 
ed, was strewed with the dead and dyir^. Danger 
hovered still around \ yet, urged and encouraged t^ 
their officers, who feared their own disgrace inyc^ved 
in the Mure, they ag^in moved to the charge. They 
were already near ,enoqgh to deploy, and were endea- 
vouring to do so ; but the same cpnstant and unrenut- 
ted resistance, that caused their first retreat, ccmtinued 
yet unabated. Our batteries had never ceased their 
fire ; their constant discharges of grs^ and canister, 
pnd the &tal aim of our musketry, mowed down the 
front of the columns, as fast as they could be formed. 
Satis^ed nothing qould be done, and that certain de- 
struction awaited all further attempts, they forsook the 
contest and the field in disorder, leaving it almost en- 
tirely coyered with the dead an4 woynded, It wa^ ip 
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irtfm their officers ^ideayoured to animate them to fiir- CHAP, 
ther resistance, and equally vain to attempt coercion., 



The panic produced £rom the dreadful repulse they had ^g ^^^ 
e:t:perieiiced ; the plain, on which they had acted, being 
covered' with innumerable bodies of thdr countrymen ; 
while, with thdr most zealous exertions, they had been 
unable to obtain the slightest advantage, were circum- 
sbmc^ well calculated to make even the most sub- 
missive soldier oppose the authority that would have 
contrded him; 

Tbt U^ companies of fumleers ; tl)e forty-third and 
imie^-^thiid regiments, and one hundred men from die 
West In^ regiment, led on by colonel Rennie, were 
ordered to proceed, under cover of some chimnqrs, 
standing^ the field, until having cleared them, to 
Clique to the river, and advance, protected by the 
l^ee, against our redoubt on the right This work, 
having been, but lately commenced, was in an unfi- 
BidMd state. It was not until die 4th, that general 
Jackson, much against his own opinion, had yielded 
to the suggestions of others, and permitted its projec- 
tion ; and, considering the plan on which it had been 
sketched, had not yet received that strength necessary 
to its safe defence* The d^chment, ordered against 
this place, formed the left of general Keane's command. 
B^ennie e^scecuted lus orders with great bravery ; and, 
urging forward, arrived at the ditch. His advance was 
greatly annoyed by commodore Patterson's battery on 
^e left bank, and the cannon mounted on the redoubt ; 
but, reaching our w(»ks, and passing the ditch, Ren- 
nie, sword in hand, leaped on the wall, and, calling to American 
)^i§ tTQops, bade them follow ; he had scarcely spoken, cmiecL 
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CHAP, when he fdl, by the firtal aim of our riflemen. Pass- 
ed by the impetuosity of superi(M- numbers, who were 



jg.^ mounting the wall, and entering at die embmsares, 
our troops had retired to die line, in rear of die redmbt 
A momentary pause ensued, but only to be interrupt* 
ed, with increased horrors. Captain Beal, with the cily 
riiemen, cool and self-possessed, perceiving the ene- 
my in his front, opened upon them, and at every dis* 
chai^ lxx>ught the object to the ground* To advance, 
or maintain the point gained, was equally impraotica- 
Ue for the enemy: to retreat <»* surrender was die onlf 
altemadve ; for th^ already perceived die division on 
the rig^t thrown into confusion, and headly leaving 
the field. 

General Jackson, being inf<xmed of the success of 
the enemy oa the rig^ and of their being in posses- 
sion of the redoubt, pressed forward a rdnforcement, 
to regain it Previously to its arrival, diey had aban- 
doned the attempt, and were retirii^. They were se- 
verely galled by such of our guns as eould be hrougfat 
to bear. The levee aflfaided them considersMe pro- 
tection ; yet, by commodore Patterson's redoubt, od 
the right bank, they suffered gready. Enfiladed by 
this, on dieir advance, they had been gready annoyed, 
and now, in their retreat, were no less severely assail- 
ed. Numbers found a grave in the ditch, bdfore our 
line ; and of those who guned the redoubt, not one, ft 
is believed, escaped; — they ware shot down, as&stas 
diey entered. The route, along which iincy had ad- 
vanced and retired, was strewed with bodies. Af- 
fiigfated at die carnage, diey moved from the scene, 
hastily and in confusion. Our batteries were still 



\ 
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continuing the ahugbfeer^ and cutting tiiem down at CHAP, 
cveiy step : safe^ seemed only to be attainable^ when 



^ey should haye retired without the noi^ of our shot ; 
which, to troops galled as severely as they were, was 
too remote a relief. Pressed by this consideration, 
Aey fled to die ditch, whither, the right division had 
retreated ; and there remained, untiil night permitted 
them to reture. 

Here was a time, the most auspicious that had ap- 
peared during die war, to have gained a complete tri- 
umph to our arm^. What important events, in a na- 
tion's history, are often the result of slight occurrences ! 
and how ofiben are they prevented, by causes no less 
inconsiderable ! This truth is apparent, in the &te of 
this grand expedition, which had been fitted out to 
humble our national pride ; and which would have 
been captured or destroyed, but fiar the ill-timed poli- 
cy of the government, or its agents, who, as has been 
shown, prevented the arrival of the arms destined fw 
tlus place, because an inconsiderable sum was thereby 
saved to the nation. A considerable portion of our 
tioops were inactive and useless, for the want of arms, 
to place in their hands. If this had not been the case, 
-^^had they been in a situation to have acted efficientiy, 
the whole firitish army must have submitted. But, 
situated as Jackson then was, pursuit would have been 
rashness ; yet, with the additional force which a suffi- 
ciency of arms would have placed at his command, 
much might have been effected against an enemy 
whose ranks were thinned by the unparalleled slaughter 
of the day ; and who, panic-struck, and fleeing firom 
the danger before thei](i, were incompetent to resist- 
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CHAP, ance, and already believed themselves conquered : but 
^pradence, under existing circumstances, strongly <^ 



.g. . posed the idea of pursuit, and suggested to the com- 
manding general, that although he had thus signally 
achieved even more than he had expected, yet vnih 
the kind of troops it had .been effected, inferior in num- 
ber and discipline, to attempt, even under presait ad- 
vantages, a contest in the open plain, was hazarding 
too greatly. His reasoning on this subject was cer- 
tainly correct, and such as feeling and policy sanction* 
ed* If an attack were now uiged, and the effort 
crowned with success, enough having been already 
done, it could reflect but little adcUtional lustre on the 
American character: if, however, unsuccessful, the 
object of the expedition would be secured to the ene- 
my ;. and all that had, for so many days, and under 
such weighty privations, been contended for, would, 
at the instant, be sacrificed and lost In addition to 
this, his soldiers were most of them owners of the soil, 
who had &milies anxiously concerned for their safety, 
and whose happiness depended upon their return : such 
men would be a loss to the communit}% too great to 
warrant their bdng ri^ed for the mere gratification of 
pride; in opposition, too, to those whose trade was war; 
and who, wholly abstracted firom every tlung like j»inci- 
ple, contended in batde, without knowing why, or ftxr 
what they fought The lives of his soldiers, he be- 
lieved were too valuable to their families, and the 
community, to be risked upon a venture not warrant- 
ed by necessity, nor required by the interest and ho- 
nour of the country. He prtferred, thwrfbre, to adopt 
what seeme4 the safer course ; to continue his gosition^ 
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which asisured protection to the city, and the inhabi- CHAP. 
tants, rather than by endeavouring to obtain more^ en- 
danger the loss of every thing. 

The eflbrts cf the enemy to carry our line of defence 
on the left, were seconded by an attack on the right 
bank) with ei^t hundred chosen troops, under the com- 
mand of colonel Thornton. Owing to the dii&culty coionei 
of passing the boats firom the canal to the river, and ^'[J5?r»d- 
the strong current of the Mississippi, all the troops ▼«««( 
destined for this service were not crossed, nor the op- gen. Mor- 
posite shore reached for some hours after the expected ^^ * "**' 
moment of attack. By the time he had effected a lahd* 
ing, the day had dawned, and the flashes of the guns 
.announced the battle begun. Supported by three gun-' 
boats, he hastened forwsod, with lus command, in the 
direction of Morgan's entrenchment. 

Some time during the night of the 7th, twohun- 
dred Louiabma militia had been sent off, to watch the 
movements of the enemy, and oppose him in his land- 
. ing : this detachment, under the command of • major 
Arnaud, had advanced a mile down the river and halt^ 
ed ; either supposing the general incorrect, in appre- 
hending an attack, or that his men, if refreshed, would 
be more competent to exertion, he ejected them to 
fie down and deep : one man only was ordered to be 
upon the watch, lest the enemy should approach them 
undiscovered* Just at day, he called upon his sleep- 
ily companions, and bade them rise and be ready, for 
he had heard a considerable bustie,' a littie below. No 
sooner risen, than confirmed in the truth of what had 
been stated, they moved off in the direction they had 
come, without even attempting an execution of their 

X X 
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CMAP. orders. The Kentucky (roops, tunring readied Mcf • 
,^^^.,^;^gaii at fire o'dock in Ae mormng, were immedbtdy 
1S15 ^^"^ ^ co-operate widi Ihe Lauisnaniaiis. Major Da- 
vis, tvfao commanded, Iiad proceeded sAxxit tivee^piar- 
ters of a mile, and met diose troops liasdly retreatmg 
trp the road ; he ascertained from "diem, Aat die ene- 
my had made &e shore; had debat^ed, »id were 
moTing T^idly up die levee. He informed them far 
what purpose he had been despatched, — to oppose an 
approadi as long as practio^le, and with their as- 
sistance, he would endeavour to execute his wders. ' 
The two detachments, now acting together, formed 
belund a saw-mill- race,'ski]tedwidi a qtiantityof pladL 
and scantling, which afforded a tolerable shelter. Da- 
vis, with his two hundred Kentuckians, formed on "Ac 
road next the river, supported ty the Louisiana militii 
on the right The enemy appearing, their approach 
was resisted, and a warm and spirited opposition fer 
some time maintained : a momentary check was givea. 
The British again advanced, and agcun received a hea- 
vy fire. At Ais moment, general Moi^an^-s aid-de- 
camp, who was present, perceiving the steady advance 
of Ae enemy, and fearing for Ac safety of Ae troqps, 
ordered a retreat. Confu^on was Ae consequence^ 
•order could not be maintained, and the whole iled, h 
haste, to Morgan^s line. Arriving in safety, though 
much exhausted, they were immefiately directed to 
form, and extend themsdves to Ae swamp ; that Ae 
right of Ae entrenchment might not be turned. 

Colonel Thornton having reached an orange grove, 
about seven hundred yaxds distant, halted ; and, exa- 
mining Morgan's line, found it to ** consist cf a formi- 
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dable redoubt oa the river,'* with its weskest and most CHAP, 
vulnerable point towards the swamp. He directly ad-, 



vanced to the attack, in two divisions, against the ex- .g. . 
treme right ^nd centre of the line ; and, having deploy- 
ed, charged the entrenchment, defended by about fif- 
teen hundred men. A severe discharge, from the field 
pieces mounted along our works, caused the right di- 
vision to oblique, which, uniting with the left, pressed 
forward to the pobt occupied by the Kentucky troops. 
Perceiving themselves thus exposed, and having not 
yet recovered firom the emotions produced by their first 
retreat, they began to give way, and very soon entire- ime^ * 
ly abandoned their position. The Louisiana militia ^^^ 
gave a few fires, and followed the example. Through British. 
the exertions of the officers, a momentary halt was ef- 
fected ; but a burst of congreve rockets, falling thickly, 
and firing the sugar-cane, and other combustibles 
aroimd, again excited their fears, and they moved has- 
tily away ; nor could they be rallied; until, at the dis- 
tance of two miles, having reached a saw-mill-race, 
they were fi6n)fiLed, and placed in an attitude of defence. 
Commodore Patterson, perceiving tiie right flank 
about to be turned, had ceased his destructive fire 
against the retreating columns on the other shore, and 
turned his guns to enfilade the enemy next the swamp ; 
but, at the moment when he expected to witness a 
firm resistance, and was in a situation to co-operate, 
he bdheld those, without whose aid all his efforts were 
imavailing, suddenly diroMnn into confusion, and for- 
saking their posts. Discovering he could no longer 
maintain his ground, he spiked his guns, destroyed his 
ammunition, and retired fi*om a post, where he had 
rendered the most important services. 
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CHAP. In die panic that produced tUs disorderly flight, at 
a moment when manly resistance was expected, are to 
be found circun^stances of justification, which might 
have occasioned mnilar conduct even in disciplined 
troops. The weakest part of the line, and which was 
protected but by a slight ditch, was assailed by the great- 
est strength of the enemy : this was defended by one 
hundred and dghty Kentuckians, who were stretched 
out to an extent of three hundred yards, and unsup- 
ported by any pieces of artiUeiy. Thus openly ex- 
posed to the attack of a gres^y superior force, and 
weakened by the extent of ground they covered, it is 
not to be wondered at, or deserving reproach, that 
they should have considered resistance ineffectual, and 
.forsaken a post, which they had strong reasons for 
bdieving they could not maintain. General Morgan 
reported to general Jackson the misfortune and defeat 
he had met, and attributed it to the flight of those 
troops, who had also drawn along with them the rest 
of his forces. It is true, they were the first to flee ; 
and equally true, that their example may have had the 
effect of producing general alarm ; but in point of ^- 
tuatuxi, those troops materially differed : the one, as 
we liave shown, were exposed, and enfeebled by the 
manner of their arrangement ; the other, considerably 
superior in numbers, covered no greater extent oi 
ground, — ^were defended by an excellent breast- work, 
and several pieces of cannon : with this difference, 
the loss of ccMifidence of the former was not with- 
out suflicient cause. Of these fects, commodc»-e 
Patterson was not apprized ; — general Morgan was : 
both, however, attributed the cHsaster to the flight of 
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the Kentucky militia. Upon their infonnation, gene-* CHAP, 
r^ Jackson fouiKicd Ws repcMt to the secretaiy of war 
by which those troops were exposed to censures they - g- - 
did not merit Had all the circumstances, as they 
existed, been disclosed, reproach would have been pre- 
vented. At the mill-race, no troops could have be- 
haved better : they were well posted, and bravdy re- 
sisted die advance of the enemy, nor, until an order 
to that effect was given, had entertained a thought of 
retreating. 

The heart-fek joy. at the glorious victory achieved 
on one side of the river, was clouded by the disaster 
witnessed on the other. A position was gained, which 
secured to the enemy advantages the most important ; 
and whence they might annoy our whole line, on the 
Ijsh bank. But for the precaution of commodore Pat- 
terson, in spiking Ms guns> and destroying the ammu- 
nition, it would have been in the power of colonel 
Thornton to have completely enfiladed, and rendered 
it altogether untenable. Fearful lest the ^uns might 
be unspiked, and brought to operate against him, ge- 
neral Jackson hastened to dirow detachments across, 
with orders to regain it, at evdry hazard. To the 
troops on the right bank, he forwarded an address, 
with a view to exate them to deeds of valour, and in* 
spirit them to exertions that should wipe off the re- 
proach they had drawn upon themsdves.^ Previously, 
however, to thdr being in rea^ess to act, he suc- 
ceeded by stratagem in re-obtaining it, and thus^>ared 
the effusion of blood, which would have been neces- 
iary to its accomplishment 

♦ See note D. 
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CHAP. The loss of die British, in the mm altaek, on the 
left bank, has been^ at diflfereot tunes, variously 
staled. The killed, wounded, and piisoners, ascer- 
tuned, on the next day after the battle, l^ colcMiel 
jjog^ of Hayne, the inspector general, places it at twenty^ax 
hundred* Generd Lambert's report to loid Bathiust 
makes it but two thousand and seventy. From pri« 
soners, however, and information aod circuBOStances 
derived through other sources, it must have been even 
much greater than b stated by either. Amoi^ them 
was tiieir oonmiander-in-cfaief, and major-geneFal 
Gibbs, who dDed of hb wounds the next day, bewks 
many of their most valuaUe and distinguished officers ; 
while the loss of the Americana, in killed and wound* 
ed, was but thirteen.^ 

It appears to have been made a question t^ the 
Britidi officers, if it would not be more advisable to 
cany general Moi^an's line, and refrain from any at* 
tempt on this sdde the river. It was bdieved, that if 
successfiil in this, they would beaUe to force general 
wHkin- Jackson from his entrenchmei^ and pass, with the 
^'^^' main bo^ of the army, in. safely to the city. A letter, 



* Our eSective force, at the line, on the left bank, was 
three thousand seren hundred ; that of the enemy at least nine 
thousand. The force landed in Louisiana has been varioiiBlj 
reported : the beat iaformation places it at about fourteen 
tUousand. A part of tins acted with colonel Thornton ; the 
climate had rendered many unfit for the duties of the field ; 
while a considerable number had been killed and wounded, 
in the different contests since their arrival^ Their strength, 
therefore, may be fairly estimated, on the Stii, at the number 
we have stated ; at any rate, not less. 
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feund in ^ pMsesakin of oiptan WiOmu^ a Bii-CRAR 
tish officer, v^ fdl ui the botde, to a Mend at home,^ 
in the wsH* depattmem, peaking on diis aubject, shows 
diat a diflerence of i^kiion pveviikd) and confessea 
his own aa betng^ecidedly in &vour of a vigoroas at- 
tack <Hi bodi sides. It b^rs date kite on l3bc night of 
dbe 7th, nor does it appear, ahhou^ he vaa a captain 
and brigade major, that he, at that time, knew ivfaetfaer 
an assauk were seriously inlended against Jackson's 
&ie^ or WSU5 designed as a femt, to aid the c^>aations of 
cdcxiel Thornton. With liie true ^irit of a Britirii 
-officer, however, he andulgea a hope of success, widi 
^ntiie coi^dAice,-*'*entertain8 no fears for the lesak, 
nor <ioubt8 but diat the Americans will at once retife 
before then* superior sldU and bravery. A geneiied 
<irder, which must have been recdved a£ber he had 
^written, disclosbig the manner of attack, on the left, 
MAitTt he acted, was foimd witfa iJie letter. The fun- 
leers and light tro(^ were ^iereinainioted, after reach- 
ing dnr Maie, to act as a pursuing squadron, and keep 
tip alarm, while Ae army on die right would press 
^closely in the rear. It breathes an assoranoe of suc- 
cess, and shows wkh what anxiety they looked to the 
approaching moxtiing, as likely to bring with it a sue- 
eessfid tem^ination of their k^urs, and a triumph over 
a fee, whose advai^aiges, more dvm btavery, they sup- 
-posed, had so long bofied their utmost efforts. 

That it was considered, however, an undertaking of 
greater magnitude and hazard than they were disposed 
to admit, is obvious, from one circumstance. The 
officer who leads his troops on a foriom attempt, not 
unfrequendy places before them allurements stronger 
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CHAP, than ddier authority or dutjr. On the present occsr^ 
sion, this reaort was not omitted ; and inducement 



1815 '"^'^^ ^^ ^^^' ^^ which nothing mart invidng 
could be offered to an infuriated sddierv.^ . Let it 
^tch ^ remembered of diat gallant but misguided general, 
who has been so much dqplored by the British nation, 
tbat to the cupidil^ of his soldiers, he promised the 
wealth of the city, as a recompense for their gallantly 
and desperation ; while, with brutal licentiousness, they 
were to revel in lawless indulgence, and triumph, un^ 
controlled, over female innocence. . Scenes like theses 
our nation, dishonoured ssnd insulted, had already wi^ 
nessed ; she had witnessed them at Haftipton and Ha- 
vre-de-Grace : but it was reserved for her yet to learn 
that an officer of high standing, polished, generous, 
and Ixave, should, to induce his soldiers to s^cts of 
daring valour, permit them; as a reward^ to insult, in- 
jure, and dd)ase, tiiose whom all mankind, even sa- 
vages, reverence and resqpect The history of Europe^ 
since civilized warfiore began, is challenged to aflEbrd 
an instance of such gross depiindty, — such wanton 
outrage on the ^morals and dignity of socie^. English 
writers may daiy the correctness of the charge ; it 
certainly interests them to do so : but its authen- 
ticity b too well established to admit of doubt, while 
its criminality is increased, from being the act of a 
people, who hold themselves up to surrounding na- 
tions, as examples of every thing that is correct and 
proper. 



• ** Booty and beaut g^^^ was the watch word of Sir Edward 
PackenbartL's army, in the battle of the Sth. 
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The events of this day afford abundmt evidence CHAP. 
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Qi the liberality of the American soldiers, and show a 
striking difference ia the troops of the two nations* 
While one were allured to acts of braveiy and duty, by 
the pipmi^d piU^^ and plunder c£ the inhabitants, 
and the commission oL crimes abhcnrent in the sight 
of earth and heaven ; the o^ier fought but for his counr 
try, and, having repelledher assailants, instantly forgot 
all enmity, viewed bis fallen foe as a brother, and 
hastened to assist him, even at the hazard of his 
own life. The gaUant^ of the British soldiers, and no 
people could have disj^yed greater, had brought ma« 
ny of them even to our ramparts, where, shot down 
by our troops, they were lying badly wounded. When 
ikkt firing had ceased, and the columns had retired, ty of Uie 
our troops, with generous benevolence, advanced over soldiers. 
their lines^ to as^t and bring in the wounded, which 
toy under aild near the walls ; when, strange to tell, the 
enemy, £com the ditch they occupied, opened a fire 
upon them, and, though at a considerable distance, 
sueeeeded in woimding several. It was enough for 
our generous soldiers, that they were doing an act 
which the benevolence of theif hearts ^proved, and, 
with charitable perseverance, they continued to admi- 
nister to the wsmts of these suffering men, and to cany 
them witbin their lines, although, in their efforts, they 
were ccmt&nually exposed to danger. Let the apologist 
ibr crime say, wherefore were acts thus unpardonable 
committed s^;ainst men, who were administering to 
the wants^ and relieving the sufferings of the dying 
Countrymen of those, who thus repaid the most laud^ 
^le^umanity, with wanton and useless cruelty. 

Y y 
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CHAP« A communication, shordy after, from major general 
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^Lambert, on whom, in consequence of the &U of ge^. 
nenJs Packenham, Gibbs, and Keane, the command 
had devolved, acknowledges to have witnessed the 
kindness of our troops to his wounded. He solicits 
of general Jackson permiasioi^ to send an unarmed 
party, to bury the dead, lying before his Ikies, and to 
bring off such of the wounded as were dangerous. 
Though, in all probability, it was unknown to general 
Lambert, what had been the conduct of his troops, on 
tUs occasion, and unquestionably not auth<»ized by 
him, yet Jackson, in answer to his despatch, did not 
omit to bring it to Ins view, and to express his utter 
aUiorrence of die act The request to bury lus dead 
was granted, so fiur as an approach to our hues could be 
permitted. Jackson consented that all lying at a greater 
dbtance than three hundred yards, should be rdieved, 
and the dead buried : those nearer w^e, by hb own 
men, to beddivered over, to be intend by thdr coun* 
trymen. This precaution was taken, that the enony 
might not have an opportunity to inspect, cm: know soiy 
thing of his situation. 
General General Lambert, desirous of administering to the 
requestJB 1^^ of the wouudcd, and to be relieved bora his ap- 
sion of" prehensions rf attack, proposed, about noon, that hos- 
iipBtiiiiies.tilities should cease, imtil the same hour the next day. 
General Jackson, gready in hopes of being able to se- 
cure an important advantage, by his apparent willing- 
ness to accede to the proposal, drew up an armistice, 
and forwarded it to general Lambert, with directions 
to be immediately returned, if approved. It contained 
a stipulatkm, that hostilities, oa the left bank of the 
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river, should be discontinued fix>m its ratification, but CPAP. 
not on the right ; and, in the interim, no. reinforce-^^,^1^ 
ments were to be sent across, by either party* This i^^^ 
was a bold stroke at stratagem ; and, although it 
succeeded, even to the extent demed, ^mis yet at^ 
tended with considerable hazard.* Reinforcemants 
had been ordered over, to retake the position lost 
by Morgan in the morning ; but tibey had not, at thb 
time, passed tibe river, nor could it be expected to 
be retaken with the same troops who had yielded it, 
when possessing advantages whiph gave them a de- 
cided superiority : this the commanding general well 
knew ; yet, to spare the sacrifice of his men, which, in 
regaiiung it, he foresaw must be considerable, he was 
dL^sed to venture upon a course, which, he felt as- 
sured, could not &il of success. It was impossible his 
object could be (Uscovered ; while he confidently be- 
lieved the British commander would infer from his 
proposition, that such additional troops were already 
thrown over, as would be fully adequate to the pur- 
poses of attack, and greatly to endanger, if not wholly 
cut off colonel Thornton's retreat. General Lambert's 
construction was such as had been anticipated. Al- 
though the armistice contained a request that it should 
be immediately signed and returned, it was neglected 
to be acted upon, imtil the next day ; and Thornton 
and his command were, in the interim, under cover of 
the night, re-crossed, and die ground they occupied left 
to be peaceably possessed by the ori^nal holders. The 
opportunity thus afforded, of regaining a position, on 
which, in a great degree, depended the safety of those 
on the opposite shore, %vas accepted wi^h an aviditj- 
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CHAP, its importance medted, and immediate measm^s takcA 
^to increase its strength, Old prepare it against any future 

1815. ^^""^ *** ™«^* ^ "^«- Thb dday Of the British 
commander was evidendy designed, that, pendmg die 
liegotiatiori, and befinre it were concluded, an opportu* 
nity might be had, eitiher of throwing over reinforce- 
ments, or removing colonel Thomton and his troops 
fit)m a situation bdieved to be extremely perilous. Ear- 
ly next morning, general Lambert returned his accept- 
ance of what had been proposed, with an apok^ for 
having failed to reply socmer : he excused the omis- 
sion, by pleading a press of business, which had occa- 
Ironed the communication to be overlooked and ne- 
glected. Jackson was at no loss to attribute the delay 
to the correct motive : the apology, however, was as 
perfectly satisfactory to him, as any thing that could 
have been offered ; beyond the object intepded to be 
efiected, he felt unconcerned, and, having secured this, 
rested perfectly satisfied. It cannot, however, appesff 
otherwise than extraordinary, that this neglect should 
have been ascribed by the British general to accident, 
or a press of business, when it must have been no 
doubt of greater importance, at that moment, than any 
thing he could possibly have had beiorc him. 
Armistice ^^^ armistice was this morning concluded, and 
conciud- agreedtocontinue until two o'clock in the evening. The 
Jan. 9. remaining dead and woimded were now removed fix>m 
the field, which, for three hundred yBrds, in front of 
our line, they had almost literally covered. For the 
reasoa already given, our soldiers, i;^thin the line of 
demarkation between the two camps, delivered over 
•to the British, who were not permitted to cross it, the 
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dead for btu^, aod'tlie wounded on porole, for which CHAP, 
kwas stipulated an equal niimfacr of Amttrican prison- 
ers should be re3tored. 

It has seld(»n happened that officers woe more de- 
ceived in their expectations, than in the resuk of this 
battle, or where diey atoned more severely thdr error : 
reasoning had never led them to conclude that 
would maintain their ground, when warmly as- 
sailed : no other belief was entertained, than, abrmed 
at thea{^earance, and orderly firmapproach of veteran 
troops, diey would at once forsake the contest, and 
ki flight seek for safety. At what part of our line they 
were stationed, was ascertained by informatioQ derived 
through a deserter, on the 6th ; and influenced by a 
belief of their want of nerve, and deficiency in -bravery, 
llie main assault was urged 2$, this point. They were 
indeed militia ; but the enemy could have assailed no 
part of our entrenchment, whore they would have met 
a warmer reception, or where they would have found 
greater strength : it was indeed the best defended part 
of the line. The Kentucky and Tennessee troops, 
under generals Carroll and Adair, were here, who had 
already, on former occasions, won a reputation that 
was too dear to be sacrificed. These divisions, alter- 
nately charing their pieces, and mounting the plat- 
form, poured forth a constant stream of fire, that was 
impossible to be withstood, repelled the advancing 
eolumns, and drove them firom the field, with prodigi- 
ous slaughter. 

- There is one feet told, to which general credit seems 
to be attached, and which clearly shows what little fear 
was entertained of any determined opposition our 
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CHAP, militia might make. When repulsed from Cfur Une, 
the British officers were fiilly persuaded that the in^ 



1815. fonnation givca them by the deserter, oo thernight of 
the 6th9 was &lse, and, instead ^ pointing out the 
ground defended by the militia, he had referred them 
to the place occupied by our best troops« Enraged at 
what ibcy bdieved an intentional deception, they call« 
ed their informant before them, to account for the 
mischief he had done. It was in vain he urged his 
innocence, and, with the most solemn protestations, 
declared he had stated the feet truly as it was. They 
could not be convinced,— it was impossible that they 
had contended against any, but the best disciplined 
troops; and, widiout further ceremony, the poor fd- 
lowy suspended in view of the camp, expiated, on a 
tree, not his crime, for what he had slated was true, but 
their error, in underrating an enemy, who had already 
afforded abundant evidences of valour. In all their 
future trials witii our countrymen, may they be no 
less deceived. 
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CHAPTEB XL 

r 

BombardmeDt of Fort St Pbilip.— British army retire to their 
shipping*^— General Jacksooy with hie troopsy returns to New 
Qrleansw^-iDay of thanksgiving. — ^Reduction of Fort Bow- 
yer.— Legislature of Louisiana recommence their session.— 
Discontents fomented among the American troops.— -Arreat 
of LouailUer^— of Judge Hall.^-JPea€e annonnced«p-^ene* 
ral Jackson is proeecnted for contempt of court* — ^Troops 
are discharged, and the general returns to Mashville.— -His 
person and character.—- Conclusioiv 



THE conflict was ended^ and each army occupied CRAP, 
its former. poutioD. la appearance the enemy were^^,^^ 
Yisibly altered: menace was sunk into dejection, and ^g,, 
offensive measures yielded for those which promised 
safety* The attitude so long preserved, was now lain 
aade; and they were percdved throwing up partial 
defences, to guard against expected attack. It had 
been already announced, upon good authority, that a 
con^derable force had succeeded in passing the Ba- 
lize — ^made prisoners of a detachment there, and was 
proceeding up the Mississippi, to co-operate with the 
land f<»x:es. It was intended to aid in the batde of the 
8th ; but, fidling to arrive, the attack had been made 
without iL Whether the enemy, chagrined and mor- 
tified at the failure of an effi3rt, into which the idea of 
disappointment had never entered, might not again re- 
new the attack, on the arrival of this force, was a pro- 
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CHAP, bable event, and every preparation was making, to be 
^^.,^* again in readiness to repel it 
.g.. Of this formidable advance, no certain intelligence 
was received, until the night of the 11th, when a hea- 
vy cannonading, supposed to be on Fort St. Philip, 
was distinctly hesM. Jackson entertained no fears far 
BombaM- the rcsult. The advantages of defence, which hb pre- 
Fort^st ^^^^^^ snd vigilance had early extended to this pas- 
FhUip. sage, added to his endre confidence in the skill and 
bravay of the officer, to whom it had been entrusted, 
led him to believe there was nothing to be apprehend- 
ed; and that every thing which duty and bravery could, 
would be done. The enemy's squadron, consisting <rf 
two bomb vessels, a brig, sloop, and schooner, were 
discovered by the videttes, fix)m Fort Bourbon,, on the 
morning of the 9th, direotipg their course up the nver ; 
^gnals were niade,-*-*-infi)rraat]o& commuiikated) and 
every thing in readiness to receive ifem. About tea 
o'clock, having q)proached within strikii^ difitancc^ 
an assault was commenced on die ioxt, and an immense 
quantity (tf bombs and balls thrown. A severe ^md 
well-directed fire^ from our water battery^ soon com- 
pelled them to abandon the attack^ and retire about 
two miles. At this distance, tbey possessed decided 
advantages,~'having it in didu* power to reach the fort, 
with the shot firom their lai^ mortars^ wUle they were 
entirely without the range .of ours^ The assault con- 
tinued, without much interaussion, firom the 9th until 
the night of the 17tlv They had Utherto lain beyond 
the efiecti ve range of oiu: shot,, and although from thdr 
large mortars the fort had been constantly reached, and 
pierced in innumerable places, still, such an effect 
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had hot been produced, as to justify a belief^ that they CHAP, 
could now, more than at tfie moment of their arrival^ v^-v^ 
venture to pass. A heavy mortar having' been prepared, jg^^^ 
and turned against them on the ITth^ the security they 
hitherto enjoyed, was taken away : their vessels could 
now be reached^ and considerable effect was discover- 
ed to be produced. This circumstance, and an inef- 
fectual bombardment, which, though continued for 
eight days, had secured no decided advantage, induced 
them to suspend all further efforts ; and on the ntom- 
ing of the 18thj they retired. 

Major Overton^ who commanded at this place, hid 
officers, and soldieite, dbtingmshed themselves by their 
activity and vigilancci To arrest the enemy's passage 
up the river, and from uniting with the forces below 
the city, was of great importance; and to succeed 
in preventing it, as much as could be expected. 
So long therefore as they kept at a distance, nor 
attempted a final accomplishment of their object, no 
other concern was felt, than to watch their manoeuvres, 
and adopt such a course as should afford safety to the 
troops in die garrison ; for this purpose, pieces of tim<* 
ber and scantling were used, which formed a cover, 
and gave protection from their bombs. The store of 
ammumtion was also di\ided, and buried in different 
places in the earth, that in 'the event of accident the 
whole might not be lost During the period of the 
bombardment, which lasted with little intermission for 
nine days, sleep was almost a stranger in the fort. The 
night was the time, when most of all it was feared, lest 
jthe enemy, aided by the darkness, and assisted by 
some fortunate breeze^ would have it in their power t<^ 
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CHAP, ascend the river, in despite of eveiy 

the constant activity necessaty, prevented all oppor* 



-g- « tunities for repose. On a tempestuous nighty the 
wind setting fidr to aid them, an attempt was made t» 
pass : to divert the attention of the fort, and fiivour the 
chances for ascent, their boats were sent fctfward to 
commence an attack. In this, however, they were 
disappointed, and compelled to abandon the under* 
taking. At length, after many fruitless efforts, and an 
immense waste of labour and ammunition, they retired 
vdthout effecting their purpose, or producing, to us, a 
greater injury, than the loss of nine of the garrison, 
who were killed and wounded. 

The failure of this squadron to. ascend the river, 
perhaps determined general Lambert, in the course he 
immediately adopted. His situation before our line 
was truly unpleasant. Our batteries, after the 8di^ 
were continually throwing balls and bombs into his 
camp ; and wherever a party of troops appeared in 
the field, they were greatly annoyed. Thus harassed, 
-—perceiving that all assistance through tlus chan- 
' nel had &iled ; and constantly in apprehension lest an 
attack should be made upon him, he resolved on 
availing himself of the first fevourable opportunity to 
dfeparty and forsake a contest, where every effort had 
met disappointment, and where an immense number 
of his troops had found their graves. The more cer- 
tainly to effect a retreat in safety, detachments had been 
sent out to remove every obstruction, that coidd re- 
tard their progress through the swamp. . To give great- 
er facility to his departure, strong redoubts were erect- 
ed on the way, and bridges thrown across every creek 
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aud bayou, that obstructed tbe passage. Eveiy thing CHAP, 
being thus prepared^ on the night of the 18th, he si- ^^^^^^ 
lently decamped, and, proceeding towards the lake, ^gj^ 
embarked for his shipping, leaving, and recommend- 
ing to the clemency and hospitality of the American British 
general, ei^ty of his soldiery, who were too severely tire to 
wounded to, be removed. With such alence and cau- shipping. 
tion was this decampment managed, that the slightest 
intelligence was not communicated, even to our senti- 
nds, occupying the out posts. Early i\ext morning, 
the enemy's camp was perceived to be evacuated ; but 
what had become of them, and whither they had gone, 
could only be conjectured : no informatioa on the sub- 
ject was possessed. To ascertain the cause of this 
new and sudden appearance of things, detachments 
were in readiness to proceed, and reconnoitre their 
.camp, when surgeon Wadsdale, of the staff, arrived at 
our line, with a letter to general Jackson, fix>m 'the 
British commander, announcu^ his determination to 
suspend, ^' for the present, dSl fiuther operations against 
New Orieans," and requesting his humanity towards 
•the wounded, whom necessity had compelled him to 
leave. 

' Detachments were now sent out, to ascertain the 
cause of this unexpected state of things ; with orders 
to harass their rear, if a retreat were really intended. 
But the jM^caution taken by the enemy, and the ground 
over which they were retreating, prevented pursuit, in 
sufficient numbers to secure any valuable result. Xhe . 
system of operations which Jackson had prescribed for 
himself, he beUieved was such as policy sanctioned, 
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CHAP.nor to be abandoned but for ^vantages evidenfly c«. 
tain, and which ad^utted not of question. To have 



1815 P^^^^^y ^^ ^ toMti^ proteoted s^ defended by canats, 
redoubts, and enfrcnchments, would, at least, have 
been adventuriag upon an uncertain issue, where sue* 
cess was extremely proidematical. 

Thus, at last, m total disappcMntment, terminated 
an invasion, from which much had been expected. 
Twen^-six days ago^ flushed with the hope of certain 
victory, had this army erected its standard on the 
banks of the Mississippi. At that moment, th^ would 
have treaty with contempt an assertion, diat in ten 
days th^ would not enter the ci^ of New Orleans* 
How changed Ae portrait, from the expected reality! 
But a few dajrs since, and they were confident of the 
hour of triumph, ^d successful termination of their 
l^bduiB ; now, vanquished, beaten, and cut to pieces, st 
midnight, under cover of its darkness, they are silentljr 
abandoning their camp,-*— breaking to pieces their ar- 
tillery ,-r^edng from an enemy, who, but a litde while 
before, th^ held in utter contempt, and submittii^ 
thdr wounded to his clemency, A demonstration is 
given, which a BritcHi, short of absolute proof, would 
have been among the last to have admitted, that four* 
teen thousand troops, who, oftentimes, against the 
sternest opposition, had signalized themselves in battie, 
and mardied to victory, could, uiHler any circum- 
stances, be beaten, and one-third of them des^oyed, 
by an inferior number of men, who scarcely knew how 
to form in column, or deploy into lines: but they 
knew what was of infinitely more service, in nerving 
>vith strength the solder's arm,^and dispelling: eveiy 
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Ihit^ like fear^ — that .thejr were contending for. their CHAP, 
rights, against a power which was causelessly seeking^ 
their destruction, — for privilege against usurpaticm, — 
for liberty, in opposition to q^pression: — that thqr 
were fighting for a country they loved, and for enjoy- 
ments, which, once lost, could never be regained. 
Prompted by these considerations, they had entered 
the fidd, and under their inftuence had acted. For 
their toils and privations, they were amply remune- 
rated : they had met their own and country's expecta- 
tions, — had saved a oily fix>m destruction — ^its inhabi- 
tants from cruelty and dishonour, and were carrying 
^rith them that ccHisobtiOn, which the recollection of a 
faithful discharge of duly never &ils to inspire. 

There was no certainty that the contest was finally 
ended. The ^lemy.had indeed retired, and,. *^ for the 
present,'^ relinquished further operations against the 
country : but of what continuance their forbearance 
might be, whether they would not avail themselves of 
the first flattering opportunity, to renew the struggle, 
and wipe off dife stain of a defeat so wholly unex- 
pected, could not be doubted. The hopes and ex- 
pectations indulged, in England, of the success of 
this expedition, had inspired the whole army; and 
fiulure had never been anticipated. They. had now 
retired ; yet, fpom their convenient situation, and hav- 
ing command of the suxrounding waters, it was in their 
power, at a short nodce, to re-appear, at the same, or 
some more &vourable point, — cause a repetition of 
the hardships already encoimtered, and perhaps suc- 
ceed in the accomplishment of their views. These con- 
aderations led general Jackson to conclude, that, al-^ 
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CHAP, though^ for the preaent, there was an afcapdomnflBt of 
' the enterprise, still it behoved him not to rdax in his 



1815 ^y^^™ ^ defence ; but be in constant readiae» 
to nudntam the advantages he had gained ; and net to 
risk a loss of die country, by a cai^less indiffer- 
ence, growing out of the betief thsA danger had sub- 
sided. To prevent such a result, suitable arcangemeols 
were made. The enemy being now again at thor 
shipping, with entire control on the lakes and giUf, it 
could not be known at what point thqr mi^ ventuie 
a second attack* General Jackson d^tednkuod to 
withdraw his troops from the point they had so long 
occupied, and place them about the d^, whence, to 
repel any further attempt that might be made, liuBf 
could be advanced wherever it became necessary* 
The seventh raiment of in&ntiy remained to protect 
the point he was leaving ; while, further in advance, on 
Villery*s canal, where a landing had been first effected» 
were posted some of the Kentucky and Iiouisiana mi- 
litia. To secure diis point more efiectually, orden 
were given, on liie 22d, to throw ap a strong fortifi* 
cation, at the junction of Manzant ainl Bayoii Bienve- 
nu ; which order was again attempted to be executed, 
on the 25th. On both occt^ons, Mure was the re- 
sult, from the circumstance of the enemy having, oi 
thdr retreat, left a strong detachment at tlus place, 
which, from their situation, defied approach by a fierce 
competent to their reduction. Their occupying tlus 
position a£brtled strong evidence that fiirdier hoatHitifis 
were not wh(^y abandoned. To counteract, how- 
ever, any advantages wluch might be thence derived, 
difiisrent points, along the swamp, and in the direction 
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0f Tenre au Boeuf, were occupied, and strong ivorks CHAP, 
thrown up, to prevent their again reaching, in this di- 



rection, the banks of the Mississippi, - 

These airangements being made, calculated, if not 
to prevent, at Irast to give intelligence of an approach, in 
time to be resisted ; on the 20th, general Jackson, with 
hb remaining forces, commenced his march to New 
Orleans. The general glow excited, at beholding his Genera 
entrance into the city, at die head of his victorious ar- Jj^^\^ 
my, was manifested by all those feelings which patri* New or- 
otism and sympathy inspire. The windows and streets 
were crowded, to view the man, who, by his vigilance, 
decision, and energy,' had preserved the country from 
the fate to which it had been devoted* It was a scene 
well calculated to excite the tenderest emotions. But 
a few weeks since, and every bosom throbbed for its 
safety. Fathers, sons, and husbands, urged by the 
necessity of tie times, were tcnling in defence of their 
wives and childroi. A ferocious sohlicry, numerous, 
and skilled ki the art of war, to whon> every indulgence 
had been pronused, were straining exertion to effect 
their object. Every catnnon that echoed from the Une 
swas perhaps the fflgnal of their approach, and the com- 
mencement of indescribable horrors. But those fed- 
ings had subsided : the painful scenes, which had last- 
ed so long, were gone. The tender female, relieved 
from the anguish of danger and sui^nse, no longer 
trembled for her safety and her honour : a new order 
of things had arisen : joy sparkled in eveiy counte- 
nance ; while scarcely a widow or orphan was seen,, 
to cloud the general transport The commanding 
general, under whose banners ever}'- thing had been 
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CHAP, adtteved, ddiberete^ cool, and q[>armg of tfae.Uv^ 
^^^^l^ of the toive defenders lof their country, had. dk- 
. pelled the storm, wfaichiiad so long threatened to an- 
volve the ruin of thousands ; and was bow refeuming, 
safe and unhurt, those who had, with him, maintained 
the contest. His approach was hailed with acclama* 
tions : it was not the kind of applause, which, result' 
ing firom fear, is oftentunes extended by the subject to 
some conqueror or tyrant, retumihg in triumph ; but 
that which was extended by citizens to a citizen, 
springing from affection, and founded in the honest 
sincerity of the heart All greeted his return, and 
hailed him as their deliverer. 

But amidst the expression of dianks, and hcxiours, 
and ccmgratulations heaped upon him, he was not un- 
mindful, that to an eneigy above lus own, and to a 
wisdom which controls the destiny of nations, he was 
indebted for the glorious triumph of his arms* Re- 
lieved from the arduous duties erf* the field, lus first 
concern was toc draw the minds ctf all, in Aankfulness 
and adoration, to that aoverdgn mercy, without whose 
aid, and inspiring counsel, vain are aU earthly efforts* 
^l^^ The 23d having been appdnted a day of prayer and 
iT^T^'^P- thanksgiving, for the happy ddiverance effected by our 
arms, he repaired to the cathedral. The church and altar 
were splendidly adorned, and more than could obtain 
admission had crowded to witness the ceremony. A 
grateful rteollection of his exertions to save the coun* 
try, was cherished i^ all ; nor did the solemnity c£ the 
occasion, even here,^ restrain a manifestation of their 
regard, or induce them to withhold the honour so no- 
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Wy €amed. Children, robed in white, and represent- CHAP. 
ing the different states, vkrt employed in strewing the 



way with flowers; while, as he passed, die following ^^^^ 
ode saluted his ears* — 

Hail to the chief! who hied at war's alarms, 
To save our threaten'd Iflnd from hostile arms : 
Presery'd, protected by his gallant care, 
Be his the grateful tribute of each fair : 
^ith joyful triumph swell the choral lay — 
Strew, strew with- flow'rs the hero's welcome way. 
Jackson, all hail ! our country's pride and boast, 
Who&e mind 's a council, and whose, arm 's an host ; . 
Who, firm and valiant, 'midst the storm of war. 
Boasts unstain'd praise-*>lsurel8 without a tear : 
Welcome, blest chief I accept our grateful lays, 
Unbidden homage, and spontaneous praise ; .# 

Remembrance, long, shall keep alive thy fame, 
And future infants learn to lisp thy name* 

When the general reached the church, the reverend . 
administrator of the diocese'met him at the door. Ad- 
dressing him in a stndn of pious eloquence, he intreat* 
^ ed him to remember,* that his sjdendid acluevements, 
which were echoed from every tongue, were to be 
ascribed to Him, to whom all praise was due. ^' Let 
the votary of blind chance," continued he, *^ deride our 
credulous simplicity. Let the cold-hearted atheist 
look for an explanation of important events, to the mere 
concatenation of human causes ; to us, the whole wcffld 
IS loud in proclaiming a Supreme Ruler, who, as he 
. holds the destiny of man in his hands, holds also the 
thread of all contingent occurrences : fix>m his lofty 
throne, he moves every scene below, — ^infuses* his wi^- 
^om into the rulers of nations, and executes his un* 
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CHAP. ccmtroUable judgments on die sons of men, aooardiDg 

^^„^J^to the delates of his own unerring justice." He coo* 

1815. eluded his impresttve address, by presenting the ge&e- 

ral with a wreath of laurd, woven fior the occaaony audi 

which he desired him to accept as ^^ a prize of victory.^' 

General Jackscxi, accepting the pledge, presented by 
the reverend prelate, as a mark of (Ustinguished fevour, 
returned him a reply no less impressive than tiie ad- 
dress he had received. He was now conducted in, 
and seated near the altar, when the organ, and church 
c'eremonies commenced, and inspired every mind widi 
a solemn reverence for the occasion.^ These bdng 
ended, he retired to his quarters, to renew a system d[ 
defence, which should ensure entire safety, and waid 
oflTany future danger that might arise. The right bank 
of the Mississippi was now strengthened by additioml 
reinforcement, and a strong position taken on La 
Fourche, to prevent any passage in that direction. Suit- 
able arrangements for security having been already made 
below the city, genoals Coffee and Carroll were in* 
structed to resume their former encampment, foitf 
miles above, where they had been stationed previously 
to the landing of the enemy. The rest of the troops 
were arranged at different points, where necessity seem- 
ed most to require it, and where they m^t be conve- 
nient for action, on the first appearance of dai^;er« 

Previously to generd Lambert's departure, articles 
of agreement liad been entered into, by the command- 
ers of the two armies, for an exchange of prisoners ; in 
pursuance of which, sixty-three Americans, taken on 

* See note E. 
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iJie night of the 23d, from the left wing of general Gof- C HAP. 
fee's brigade, had been delivered up : the remainder, ^^.y,^ 
principallj those who had been taken at the capture c^ ^g^^ 
our gun boats, were shordy afterwards surrendered by ^ 
admiral Cochrane, and an equal number of British pri- 
soners, in our possession, sent off to be delivered at 
4te Balize. 

The ^lemy had now withdrawn from the shore, all 
&e troops which had been landed, and occupied their ^«*>"»*^ - 
former position at Cat and Ship Island. Mortified 
at their imexpected disaster, they were projecting 
a plan, by which it was expected a partial advan- 
tage would be secured, and the sterna of defeat ob- 
litauted« 

Fort Bowyer had been once assailed, with a consider- 
able force, by land and water, and failure had resulted. 
This post, the key to Mobile, and considered of infi- 
nite consequence, had been retained under the com- 
mand of him, who heretofore had defended it so vali- 
antly. The British commander, turning from those 
scenes of disappointment and wretchedness latdy wit- 
nessed, and anxious to retrieve his fortunes, before 
he retired with his shattered and diminished forces, 
percdved no place, agsdnst which he might, pro- 
ceed, with better foimded hopes of success. ' Its 
importance, in a military point of view, has been al- 
ready shewn : but, dispirited and reduced as the ene- 
my now were, even should they possess it, they would 
not have it in thdr power to derive those advantages, 
*which were heretofore so greatly apprehended. 

On the 6th of February, the British shipping ap- 
peared off Dauphin Island, fitmting the point on which 
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CHAP, togethor overiookcd or disregarded^ and more numey 
^^^.^^^spent by the government, in erecting shelters, to pro- 
1815. ^^^ ^ fiigate from die weather, than would have 
been sufficient for her completion* 
ijtgaU' The legislatiire of Louisiana had re-commenced 
com.*^ their sesuo^. The necesauty which had induced a sos- 
JJ|^?J^^ pension of their deliberations, being removed, by the 
won. ^ departure of the enemy, th^ wereno longer restricted 
in the exercise of their constitutional privileges. Some 
of the members, during tite past struggle, had for* 
saken their official duties, and repaired to the fidd, 
Ivhere more impcxtant services were to be rendered, 
and where th^ had manifested a zeal and devoticm to 
thdr country worthy of imitation. A much greater 
part, however, had pursued a very opposite course, 
and stood aloof fiom the impending danger. The 
disposition they had shown, on the 28diof December, 
to propose a capitulation with the enemy, has beea 
adverted to : how tar it was calculated to estrange the 
public sentiment from that conviction, which general 
Jackson had, throughout, endeavoured to i^vet and im- 
press, ^' that the country could and would be success- 
fully defended," can be easily ims^ined. But witb 
them he had sinned beyond forgiveness. The courae 
he had adopted, — ^his arresting thor proceedings, and 
suspending thdr deliberations, by placing an armed 
force at the door of the capitol, were viewed as i» 
fringements upon legislative prerogative^— denounced 
as an abuse of power, and the first (^portunity seized, 
to eidiibit their resentment against the man who had 
stood forth in opposition to, and defeated tiieir de< 
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«gii8. Whether it were better to. indulge them ^n CHAP, 
a heedless course, that led to no other object than 



hidividual advancement, or, fay interponng a remedy, ^ 
arrest the foul purpose mtended, jireserve the nation / 
fiYHn (Ushonour, and avert the dangerous consequences 
involved, vi^as not a matter requiring much ddibera* 
tion ; nor vi^as it an act, to justify the legislatare in 
treatkigwith marked disrespect, lum who was the effi* 
cient cause dT all that had been achieved. 

No sooner had Ihey resumed the exercise o£.their 
duties, than their first concern was to pass in review, 
the incidents of the last month. To diosfe who had 
acted vigilantly in the defence of the state, and who, 
by thdr toils and exertions, had contributed to its 
safety, they tendered their thanks. In pursuance of 
tUs rescAulion, the governor addressed the principal 
officers : but of Jackson, nothing wag said. We are 
not disposed to recriminate on the conduct of this bo- 
dy, tlMHiglt the circumstances present no very fiivour- 
able appearance. When danger threatened, they were ' 
diqx)sed to make terms with the enemy, and obtain 
thek safety: by a surrender of the city : firom this 
they were prevented, by a decision of character, that 
compelled legislative to yield to military authority\ 
Greatly incensed at being thus unexpectedly restrain^ 
ed in the execution of their designs ; no sooner 
do they resume the duties of their station, than 
they are lavish in the praise of those who adopted 
and pursued a course directly contrary to their own ; 
while, in that commendation and approval, they inten- 
tionally neglect the hero to whom their section of 
coimtry owed its salvation. But to Jackson, this 
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CHAP, was an immaterial circumstance : he had a mind inCia^ 
pable of being inflated by applause, or depressed by 
unmerited censure* He knew, full wdl, that his 
countiymen would duly appreciate his conduct, trace 
hb actions to proper motives, dtid extend ^^ honour to 
whom honour was due." Humanum fst arare^ was 
a maxim fix>m which he claimed no exemption ; but a 
conviction resting on his mind, and which alone had 
prompted him to the course he had taken, was, that if 
he had erred, it was for the general good : if legisla- 
tive prerogative had been invaded, it was to save the 
actors from themselves : if constitutional forms and 
provisions had been violated, ibc country had been 
thereby protected fix)m outrage, dish<Hiour, and ruin. 
These a£Porded consolatory reflections, which the ne* 
gleet or censures of none could disturb, or take away. 
Mindful of what he owed to his comitry, and what 
was expected at his hands, he continued a course, ^cal- 
culated to preserve the advantages he had secured, re- 
gardless of the cabal and intrigue of party. 
Appearances in tiie American can^ were about this 
tents time assumine: an un&vourable aspect : present dan- 
American gcr and alarm being removed, confusion was arising, 
^'^^^' s and disaffecticHi spreading through the ranks. Pretexts 
* were sought after, to escape the drudgery of the field* 
•Many naturalized citizens, who had been brought into 
the service, and made to aid in the general defiance, 
were now seeking an exemption firom further control, 
and cUuming to be sul^ects of the king of Fnmce. 
Some were indeed foreigners : but most of them had, 
by naturalization^ become citizens of the United States. 
Notwithstanding this, as French subjects, they were 
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seeking,- and suctuaUy procuring, exonerations dirough CHAP. 
McHisieur Toussard, die consul resident at New Or-, 
leans. No applicant ever went away unsupplied, and 
hundreds had obtained his protections, which were 
to relieve them from the drudgery of the field, and 
the ties due to their adopted country. Harassed 
by such evils, that were every day increa^g ; and 
having strong and satis&ctory reasons to believe that 
the enemy, then within a few hours sail of die shore, 
were constantly advised of his situation, Jackson de* 
terniined to adopt such measures, as would at once put 
down the machinations of the guilty and designing. 
Monsieur Toussard, thus manifesting a warmth of 
attachment to the £nglish, and a desire to aid them, 
lor the services they had given in the rest(xation of 
his monarch, was ordered to leave the city, — ^retire to 
the interior of the country, nor veliture to return, 
until peace were restored. Hb countrymen, too, 
who were disposed to claim his protection, and absm- 
don the servicey^lvere ordered to foUow him, and not 
to appear again about New Orleans. The general did 
this, with a view to his own security, and from a con* 
viction, that those who thus shamefully sought to avoid 
a contest, threatened against a country which they had 
adopted, and whose privileges and benefits they had so 
long enjoyed, would not scruple, if an occasion o£fer- 
ed, to inflict any injury in their power : — he believed 
his camp, or its vicinity, by no means a proper place, 
where such characters should be permitted to loiter. 

Our own citizens, too, were giving rise to difficul- 
ties, and increasing the danger of the moment. Mr. 
Livingston had arrived on the 10th, fix)m the. British 
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CHAP, fleet, whither he had gone to eflBsct a general cartel : 
^through him, admiral Cochrane luid announced the ar- 
rival of a vessel from Jamaica, with news of a peace 
having been agreed on by the two countries. This 
information was immediately caught by the news-mon- 
gers, and either from intention, or want of >correct in- 
telligence, suddenly aj^peared in the Louisiana gazette, 
in an en^ly different shape : it stated the arrival of a 
fl^ at head quarters, which announced the concludon 
of a peace, and requested a suspension of hostilities. 
The effect of such a declaration would be, to intjt)- 
duce disaffection among the troops, and induce them 
to believe that their accustomed vigilance was no long- 
er necessary. Sensible of this, general Jackscm instruct- 
ed the editor to alter what he had stated, and exhibit 
the &cts truly as th^y were. He adopted this course, 
from an apprehension of serious consequences. One 
thiog he well knew, that tlie enemy had retired^ un- 
der circumstances of mortification and humbled feel- 
ing, at their complete discomfiturci nor was it an im- 
probable conjecture, that they would *yet sedk an ac- 
complishment of their views, through any channel a 
hope of success could be discerned. Might not this 
declaration of a peace, and request for the suspension of 
hostilities, introduced before the' public, be a devise to 
induce^ a rdaxation in his system of operation and de- 
fence ; to divert his officers and soldiers from that at- 
tention, and activity, so essential to security, — ^to excite 
discontents and milrmurings, and a desire to be dis- 
charged fit>m the further drudgery of a camp ? All 
these dangers he saw lurking beneath it, if false ; and 
whether true or false, it was foreign to his duty to be 
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influenced by any liung, not communicated officially CHAP, 
by his government. Fearfol of the effects it might 



produce, he lost no time in addressing his army: 
'^ how disgraceful/' he remarked, ^^ as well as disas- 
trous, would it be, if, by surrendering ourselves cre- 
dulously to newspaper publications, — often proceeding 
from ignorance, but more frequently from dishonest 
design, we should permit an enemy, whom we have 
so lately and so gloriously beaten, to regain the advan- 
tages he has lost, and triumph over us in turn." A 
general order, at the same time, announced that no 
publication relating to, or affecting the army, Was to 
be publbhed in any newspaper, without first obtain- 
ing permission. It has been objected, that tlus pro- 
hibition, going to restrict the exercise of a constitu- ^ 
tional right, was an outrage on the feelings and liberty 
of the country : but if the press be of so sacred and 
intactible a character, that it may adopt and pursue a 
course, calculated to scatter dissensions, and, excite 
mutiny in the ranks of an army, when in the very face 
of an enemy, without the power of control, it is a cir- 

• cumstance much to be regretted. Reflecting minds 
will determine, if an interposition of power were not 

^ necessary, to restrain so dangerous a freedom, and 
to avert injury from a country, whose protection the 
press, when it seeks to injure, ceases to deserve. 

Notwithstonding this prohibition, shwtly afterwards, 
an anonymous publication appeared in the Louisiana 
Courier, calculated to excite mutiny among the troops, 
and aflbrd the enemy intelligence of the situation and 
disposition of the army. It was now high time, the 
general believed, to act with decision, and prove, by 
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CHAP, the rigid exercise of authority, tbat such conduct im- 
^^^^.^^^ litated against the pcdice and safisty of lus camp, and 
1815 ^^^^'^ °^ ^ ^ passed over with impunity. The 
enemy had heretofore eflfected a landing, secredy, 
and without opposition ; and althou^ beaten, m^bt 
again return. If spies were to be nesded in his caiop» 
and permitted to go forth to the worid, with the glean- 
ings of their industiy , it was folly to believe the ene- 
my would not ixt)fit by the information. Martial law 
still prevailed in New Orleans, and he resolved to put 
it in execution against those, who manifested such evi- 
dent disregard of the public good. The editor was 
--inunediately sent for to the general's quarters ; he stat- 
ed the author of the piece to be Louaillier, a 

member of the legislature, and was thereupon dis- 
ehai^ed. 
Htrch. l^ouaillier was arrested, and detained for trial. This 
pircumstapce afforded civilians a fidr qiportunity of test- 
* ing, if it were in the power of a conunanding general 
to raise the military above tl^e civil authority, and render 
it superior by any declaration of his. Application was 
made to judge }iall, fcH* a writ of habeas corpus, which * 
was immediately issued^ The general, to render the 
exam^e as efEcacious as possible, and fix>m inform- 
ation that the judge had been much more officious 
than his duty required, determined to arrest him also, 
and tiierdDy at once to settie the ques^on of authority. 
On a matter involving such important ccHisequences, 
he betieved it best to have it determined in a way 
calculated to silence opposition, and shew that he was 
resolved to put dovm every effort to thwart the mea- 
smres he had adopted for defence, or which was in« 
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tended to destroy the police, which he had e^blish^ CHAP, 
for the tranquillity of his camp. 



Instead Of surrendermg Mr. LouaiHier, therefore, ^gi^ 
and acting in jobedience to the writ, he seized the per- 
son of the judge, and, on the 11th of the month, sent Haifw- 
him fixwn the city, with these instructions, " I have ^^^ 
thought proper to send you beyond the limits of my 
encampment, to prevent a repetition of the improper 
conduct with which you have been charged. You 
will reml^ without iht line of my sentinels, until the 
ratification .of peace is regularly aimounced, or until 
the British shall have left the southern coast" He 
did this, believing he was right, in the declaration of 
martial law, and that the good sense of judge Hall 
should, at so ittomentous a period, have taught him a 
different course. He did it, because disposed to give 
complete effect to his measures, — to ^ence opposi- 
tion, and satisfy the re&actcxy and designing, that ju- 
dicial interference should not mar the execution of his 
plans, or afford a screen, behind which treason, might 
stalk unmolested^ He did it, to make the example 
effectual, and to obtain, through fe^, that security 
which could not be had through love of country. 

The mind coolly calculating, in the closet, the prin- 
ciples of right and wrong, cannot ^ly appreciate the 
merits of this question. Proper inferences can be only 
drawi^ by bearing in recollection all those circum- 
stances which existed at the moment. That a zeal 
suited to the occasioup was not felt by all, the events 
already adverted to abundantiy prove. The course 
pursued by the leg^lature had evidenced a feeling 
and conduct, which had forfeited reliance ; while the 
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CHAP, enemy being, as we have heretofore shown, constandy 
^advised of' every thing transacted in the American 
camp, plainly evinced, that safety and -success were to 
be attained in no other way, than by pursuing a course 
at once firm and determined. 

The militia had already grown tired of the field, and 
sighed to be discharged from their toils. To impress 
on their minds a conviction, diat, peace being restored, 
they were unnecessarily detained in service, when it 
rested on rumour alone ; or to attempt, by any course 
of conduct, to render them more disaffected, carried 
with it such a degree of criminality and guilt, as could 
not be permitted, without endangering the safety of the 
country. This spirit of discontent had become exten- 
sively diffused. The different posts, which had been 
established, could be^ with difficulty maintained. The 
Kentucky troops, and two hundred of the jLouisiana 
imlitia, stationed in defence of Villery's canal, had 
abandoned thdr post. Chef Menteur, too, no less 
important, had been forsaken by bne hundred and fifty 
of the Louisiaiiians, in despite of the remonstrances 
and exertions of their officers to detain them. Go- 
vemor Claiborne had been heard to declare, in words 
of mysterious import, that serious difficulties would be 
shordy witnessed in New Orleans. For the com- 
manding general, at a time like this, when disaffection 
was spreading like contagion through his camp, pa- 
tiently to have stood, and witnessed mutiny fomented 
and encouraged by persons who, Gram their standing 
in society, were calculated to possess a dangerous in- 
fluence, woiild have been a crime he never could have 
sufficiently atoned, had injiuy resulted. He thought 
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it time enough to relax in his operations, and ground CHAP, 
his arms, when the conclusion of peace should be an-^ 
nounced, through the proper authorities. Until then, 
believing his duty required it, he resolved to maintain 
his advantages, and check opposition, at every hazard. 
To have obeyed the vmt would have been idle. He 
had declared the existence of military authority, and 
thereby intended to supersede all judicial power. If 
he had obeyed the mandate, it would have been aa 
aeknowledgment of civil supremacy, and a virtual 
abandonment of the course he had adopted. It was 
not an improbable event, that the petitioner would be 
discharged, on a hearing, because guilty of no offence 
cognizable by the civil courts. He had not levied war 
against the country, nor directiy aided the enemy ; but 
had done that which was paralyzing exertion, scatter- 
ing dissension, introducing mutiny, and thinning the 
ranks of the army. Either, then, judicial interference 
should have been disr^arded, or the arrest was wholly 
unnecessary. But whether the course pursued were 
right or wnMig, the effect was important ; good order 
was restored, and discrganizers hushed to silence. 

On the 13th of the month, two days after the de- 
parture of judire Hall fix)m the city, an express reach- Peace an- 
3jieadq,i«^ with despatches from the war de-""""^ 
partment, announcing the conclusicm of a peace be- " 
tween Great Britain and the United States, and direct- 
ing a cessation of hostilities. A similar communica- 
tion from his government was received by general^ 
Lambert, shortiy afterwards, and, on the 19th, military' 
operations, by the two armies, entirely ceased. The 
aspect of affairs was now changing : the militia were 
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CHAP, dischaiged fix>in service ; busde was subsidk^ ; and 
* joy and tranquillity every where appearing. A pro* 



_. . clamation, by the directions of the preudent of the 
United States, was issued, extending pardon and for- 
giveness for past offences. 

Judge Hall, being restored to the exercise of those 
functions, of which he had been lately bereaved, by 
lUiiitary arrest, proceeded, without loss of time, to an 
examination of what had passed,' and to become the 
arbiter, of his own wrongs and injuries. Accordingly, 
on the 21st, he granted a rule of court for general 
Jackson to appear, and show cause why an attachment 
for contempt should not be awarded, on the ground 
that he had refused to obey a writ issued to him, — 
detained an original paper belcHiging to. the court, and 
impiisoned the judge.* 

In this case, there was certainly too much room for 
an improper indulgence of feeling, for the judge, the 
injured party, to have claimed any kind of interference : 
it would have been more advisable to have appealed 
to a jury of his country, and thus brought before a dis- 
pas^onate tnbunal, the que^on of the illegality of his 
arrest and detention. But by becoming the prose** 
cutor and arbiter of his own grievances, he placed 
himself in a ^tuation, where reason could have but lit* 
tie agency, calculated to do injustice, and attach to lus 
deciuon suspicion and censure. It would have been 



* The writ had been detained, and a certified copy given, 
on account of its having been altered by judge Hall, in a ma- 
terial part The general's reasons for the detention will be 
found in his answer, at the end of the volume* 
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inore satisfactory to Jdckson, to have met the inquiiy CHAP, 
before a less partial tribunal, yet he did not hesitate. 



although he was well convinced of its bemg an extra* .g_ 
judicial proceeding, to appear, and submit the grounds 
which he believed fully acquitted Um of all all^^ed 
guih. The trial by jury was secured, generally, in 
crimind prosecutions, and in all others, except where 
the law, from conceived neces^ty, had directed a more 
summary course. But the audiority of courts had al« 
ready settled, that statutes founded upon a constitu* 
'tional permission, and which infiinged the privilege of 
jury trial, were never to receive a liberal construction, 
but to be exercised only in cases, which came strictly 
within their letter: inasmuch^ therefore, as the in* 
dignity complained of was not clearly within the 
provisi(Mis of any existing law, it was believed the 
court possessed no jurisdiction, — that ' it deserved to 
be dashed with genoBl injuries, and inquired into by 
a jury. Claiming to himself, this and odier excep- 
tions to the jurisdiction, he met the investigation. He 
wa8 the mwe dbposed to do so, because the busy po* 
liticians of the city had condemned his acts, Mrithout 
seeking for the reasons which induced them. An op- 
portunity was now presented, of developing them fully, 
and bringing to the view of his country, the weighty 
con^erations that had influenced Ms mind, and to 
which, in a great measure, were to be ascribed the pro* 
tection and safety the country had experienced. 

On the 24th, his appearance being entered, he stood 
represented at the bar by John Reid, his aid-de-camp, J?^**" 
and Messrs. Livmgston and Duncan. Major Reid c<mt<^»pt 
addressing the court, remarked, that be appeared with 

3 c 
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CHAP. iiiG general's answer, sapportcd by an ididavit^ MP^ 
to show, ^t the rule should be discha]^;e<), and no 



__ further proceedings had against him. A curious oouise 
of judicial jHrooeeding was now witnessed* A cause 
was to be ahown^ and yet the judge would determine, 
whether it were exceptionaUe or not, previously ta 
bdng heard or seen. The counsel urged in vain, the 
propriety of his first hearing, before he decided if the 
answer were consonant with proprie^. This was over- 
ruled. He would first determine wifat it should be. 
K within any of the rules laid down, it should be heaid, 
— iiot else. 

'' If," said he, '' the party object to the jurisdictioQ, 
he shall be heard* 

^^ If it be a denial of facts ; or that the &cts chained 
do not an^unt to a contempt, he shall be heanL 

'^ If it be an apology to the court; or show, that by 
the constitution and laws of the United States, or in 
virtue of his nuUtary commission, he had a right to act 
as charged, the court will hear him," 

Hear ! and you can then decide if it come under 
any of these general rules, was relied and argued at 
4ength by his counsel, as being the ccnect and proper 
course. 

After much lime spent in debate, Maj(»* Reid was 
at length permitted to proceed. He had gotten through 
•the ^iceptions reserved as to the jurisdiction, and was 
proceeding with th^ respondent's reasons, showing the 
neces^, and consequent propriety, of declaring mar- 
tial law, when he was again interrupted, because com- 
ing within none of the rules laid down. The ears of 
the court were closed against every thing, of axgument 
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or re^n, and wkhout kearing the defence, the rule CHAI^. 
was made absolute, and the attachment sued out. 

This process was made returnable on die Slst The 
generd appeared. It was demand^ of him to answer 
nmeteen interrogatories, ' drawn up with much labour 
and form, which wdre to determine as to his guUt or 
innocence. He informed the court he would not be 
interrogated ; that He had, on a former occasion, pre- 
sented the reasons which had iiiiuenced his c(»iduct, 
without their producing an effect, or being evdi heard. 
** You would not hear my defence, although you were 
advised it contained nothbg improper, and ample rea- 
sons why no attacfhment should be awarded. Under 
tiiese circumstances, I appear before you, to receive 
liie sentence of the court, and have nothing further to 
add. 

'* Your honour will not understand me as inten£ng 
any disrespect to the court ; but as no opportumty has 
been afforded me of expUdning the reasons and mo« 
lives by which I was influenced, so is it expected, that 
censure vn& constitute no part of that sentence, which 
you imagine it your duty to pronounce.^ 

The judge proceeded to a final discharge of what 
he conceived the offended majesty of the laws required, 
and fined the general a thousand dollars. 

The hall, in wluch this business was transacted, 
was crowded with spectators. The indignation mani- 
fested by all was great Having retired firom the pre- 
sence of the court, and passed into his carriage, it was 
seized by the people, and carried focibly to the coiee- 
house, amidst the huzzas of an immense concourse, 
that surrounded it. Relieved from this display of the 
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CHAP, public regard and gratitude, for his exertions in their 
^^!^defence, he retired to his quarterSi and, giving his aid 
a check, sent him to discharge the fine imposed, and 
thus terminated his ;CCHitest with the civil authcHityl 

So rivetted was the impression, that the course pur- 
sued by the general was coireet, and the cmiduct of 
judge Hall mere the result of spleen than any thing 
else, that the cidzens of New Ortoans determined to 
ward off the effect of iib intended injury, by discharg- 
ing, themsdves, the fine imposed. It was only neces- 
sary to he thought of, and it was done. So numerous 
were the persons, entertaining the same feelings on the 
subject, that in a short time the entire sum was raised, 
by voluntary contribution. The general, understand- 
ing what was in agitation, to spare his own and^ their 
feelings, despatchol his aid-de-camp to seek the mar- 
shal, and thereby avoided the necessity of refiising a 
£ivour, intended to be offered, and wUch he could not 
have accepted. 

Those who are dii^)06^ to be informed fiirther 
upon tlus subject, and to know if he acted correcdy, 
in declaring martial law, or whether, short of the stem 
and determined course adopted, he could have effected 
&e important en^s he accomplished, and preserved fix>m 
dishonour, wretchedness, and ruin, the country and its 
inhabitants, can refer to the able and d^ant answer, 
submitted to the court, and which was refused to be 
heard. It is replete with reasons, calculated to satisfy 
the mind that the course he took was required by 
every principle of propriety and necessity.^ 

• 8ee note F« 
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To suspend the nmt of habeas corpus, belongs to CHAP, 
congress, by the consutution. It restricts any inter-^ 
ference, but in cases of invaiuon or insurrection. To 
say that it b a privily which must be continued, until 
discharged by a law, embracing the circumstances of 
every case that may soise, is to suppose a something 
that never ca^ happen. An invasion might be made, 
a thousand miles from the seat of government, or in 
the recess of congress, when no authority, competent 
to act, did exist. The Roman maxim, infer arma 
silent legeSi ^^ ^^ ori^ in the necessities of the re- 
public. In all governments, there are moments of 
danger and distress, when, no matter how cautiously 
protected be the rights of the citizens, they must be 
disregarded, not for the purpose of being destroyed, 
but more permanently secured. Certainly none but 
an officer, acting upon an enemy's line, privy to all his 
intrigues, strat^^ems, and wiles, can so correctiy judge 
of the emergency, requiring the exercise of such power. 
He assumes a weighty respon^bility ; but, with an in- 
telligent world, hazards no more, than to be able to 
show, that threatening danger, and unavoidable neces- 
sity, required him to act. Cases have occurred, where- 
^ the constitution has been violated without reproach. 
Few generals have respected private property, when the 
country afibrded provisions, and their armies were in 
want; they have wrested them from the owner. Here, 
it may be said, compensation and atonement can be of- 
fered, but none for the violation of personal liberty : this 
is a dbtihction without a diflference, because both rights 
are equally sacred, and the infringement of one, no 
less <i constitutional violation than the other. Wc 
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CHAP, would have but little cause to applaud the pradeace, 
,energy, or good sense of a genend^ who should siiScr 



.g. distress and want ip his camp, mutiny in his army, 
and riiin to hb country, when he possessed the means 
of preventing them, but omitted their exercise, be- 
cause the constitution forbade him to act Highly as 
we may appreciate the man, who, uriien elotiied with 
authority, avoids infringing this sacred sUdd of our 
liberty, yet, to he^tate, when surrounded by peril and 
danger, would deservedly attach to him the censures 
of die patriotic and the good. Whenever individual 
rights are trampled on, and personal liberty disregaid* 
ed and violated^ merited reproach will pursue turn 
whose only justification is, that he possessed die pow- 
er : but, when founded on necessity,*— demanded t^ 
the exigency of the moment, and obviously resorted 
"to, for the protection and safety of the country, it wffl 
be excused, approved, nay even commended : nor 
will the act be punidied, unless some victim to it 
should chance to sit in judgment. 

The war being now ended, it was indispensable to 
hasten the necessary arrangements, to relieve i^m the 
tCMls of the field, tiiose brave men, who had so kmg 
been struggling ia their country's defence* The ne« 
cessary measures to effect this were adopted. The 
m du. Tennessee, Kentucky, and Mis^ssippi troops had 
charged, taken their departure. General Gaines being invested 
with the command, in a few days, general Jackson left 
New Orleans for Nadiville. The good wishes and 
fiiendship of the peqple followed him : there were some 
who rejoiced ; they were those, however, who, in mo- 
ments of peril, had stood aloof from danger, or sought 
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to iocmse h. Th^ had no unpleasant aensations, at CHAP, 
being rdieved fix)m the presence of one who, they 
believed, was well acquainted with the abandoned 
course they had pursued : but the great body of the 
citizens, mindfiil of his vigilance, aijid the weighty pri-* 
yations he had encountered for their safety and protec* 
tion, fondly cherished a recollection of what he had 
done. Previously to breaking up his camp, he ad<^ 
dressed lus army, and declared the high sense he en- 
tertained of those valiant men, who, with him, had 
toiled in the field, and who, by perseverance and fide* 
bty, had obtained safeQr for their country, and honour 
fix* themselves.^ 

On his return, the respect of ^ was manifested 19 
his behalf : — all evinced a partiality for the man whose 
^gnal achievements had raised his countxy to a hi|^ 
and dignified standing, and whose unremitting eser- 
tioDs had closed the war widi a lustre that enlightened 
cvep the blots of its commencement. He carried with 
him a consciousness of having discharged his du^ $ 
and iedthougfa, firom necessity, he had been compelled 
to the exercise of rigid severity, which he would gladly 
have avoided, yet now, when feeling was lulled, wd 
dai^er past, he beheld nothing to excite regret, or 
convince him he was wrong. If, however, he could 
before have doubted, this general manifestation oi pub- 
lic r^ard was sufficient tx> quiet his apprehensions. 
The citizens of the United States were yet too virtu- 
ous, merely because of his victories, to bestow such 
unqualified approbation, could they have believed that 

* See note G. 
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CHAP, y/ben vested with power, he had wantonly trampled on 
the lights of individuals, and outraged the sacred prin- 



ciples of the constitution. Yet was this approval of 
his conduct not only evinced by citizens of die coun- 
try where he passed, but by congress and the l^;isla- 
tures of the different states, — all bore testimony to the 
propriety of his measures, by the \x>mmendations th^ 
bestowed^ 

A tedious journey of eight hundred miles brougbt 
Hdk»on him to NashviUe, where he was gratified with a fur* 
KmST*^ ther evidence of a people's regard. An immense con* 
^^' course was collected, to greet his return, and welcome 
his arrival. They had long known him as among the 
number of their best and most respectable citizens ; 
but curiosity had a new incentive : until now, they had 
not beheld him as one^ who, to protect his country, 
knew no difficulty too great to be encountered,-r-^who, 
by his - firmness and unconquerable perseverance, 
amidst smrounding dangers, had shielded her from 
foreign and intestine foes. An el^ant address, drawn 
up and delivered by Mr. Grundy, welcomed lus re- 
turn. Relieved from this furdier display of public 
confidence, the more grateful, because from those vibo 
were his acquaintances, neighbours, and fiiends, he re* 
tired home, to enjoy that repose, to which, for eighteen 
months, he had been a stranger. 

In the person of general Jackson, is perceived no* 

thing of the robust or elegant. He is six feet and an 

•on and inch high, remarkably straight and spare, and weighs 

^^''•"^^^''not more than a hundred and forty-five pounds. His 

conformation appears to disqualify him for hardship ; 

yet, accustomed to it fi'om early life, few are capable 
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of enduring fatigue to the same extent, or with less in- CHAP, 
juiy. His dark bli^e eyes^ with brows arched and pro- 



jectingy possess a marked expres^on ; but n^en, fix>m . g^ . 
any cause, excited, they sparkle with peculiar lustre and 
penetration. In his manners he is pleasing,^n his 
. address commanding ; wlule his countenance, marked 
with firmness and decision, beams with a strength and 
inttf^lligence that strikes at &Bt sight. In his deport** 
meat, there is nothing repulsive. Easy, affable, and fa- 
miliar, he is open and acces^ble to all. Influenced by 
the belief, that merit should constitute the only differ- 
ence in men, his attention is equally bestowed on ho- 
nest poverty, as on titled consequence. No man, 
howeverinconsiderable his standing, ever approached 
him on business, that he did not patiently listen to hia 
stoiy, and afford him all the infcxmation ia his power. 
His moral character is without reproach, and by those 
who know him most intimately, he is most est<Semed. 
Benevolence, in him, is a prominent virtue, that never 
passed distress, without seeking to assist and relieve. 
He is, however, not without some of those foibles, 
which heaven always mingles in the composition of 
man. Vice and virtue are often found in the same 
bosom, which, like light and shade in a picture, reflect 
each other in brighter contrast. Deriving from his 
birth a temper irritable and hasty, it has had the effect 
to create enemies, and involve him in disputes, which 
have sometimes brought him to die field of indivi- 
dual contest On f this subject, he has been heard 
to remark, that, throughout life, he had made it a set- 
tled rule, never to insult, or wantonly assail, the feel- 
ings of any. Controlled by this golden rule, and in- 

3 D 
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CHAP, fluenced by reason, we dKiuId doubtless sddciin err ; 

XI ... 

but it is a miafcMtune incident to nature, that the ndnda 



,815. ""^ ^^^^ "** unfrttjuoidy adduces improper 
conclusions firotii premises, and ascnbes intention to 
conduct and language, in themselves innocent. Wiae 
is he, pecuUaiiy blest, and greatly to be envied, vrixi, 
in eveiy situation, bdbre he acts, can ddUxratdy 
fliink. It Tvas this quality, which, on his entering tlie 
army, induced msoiy to fear he would prove too tzA 
for a safe commander,— -diat occasions would ariae^ 
when he would suffer hb judgment to be estranged, 
dirougfa the improper exercise of feeling. Events 
have proved the fidlacy of the conjecture, and shown, 
that there were none who reasoned more dispassicn* 
ately on the fitness and propriety of measioresy-^'iione 
more Cautious, where caution was necessary, cr^mott 
adventurous, when daring efforts were required. Few 
generals had ever to seek fbr order, amidst a h^^ 
^te of coitfVirion, or obtained success through moie 
pressing difficulties. The effects he produced, im» 
der circumstances gloomy and inauspiciotts, ^now 
through lus eloquence and persuasion, and again fay 
1^ firmnesB, portn^ a character for decision, and a 
mind intimate and familiar with human nature. ThA 
the hircling soldier, prodigal of his fife, because his 
sovereign orders, and the mere echo of his superiors, 
should entertain a respect for Us commanider, is too 
commonly the case, to excite surprise : of such tnatle* 
rials, general Jackson's army was not composed ; tfiqr 
were freemen,-'--cilizQns ; yet, with the exception ^i 
diose who abandoned him, in his first advance agsdnst 
Ae Indians, there was scarcely one who served wfdi 
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Inniy officer or ac^dter^ ^t was not warmly* and parti- CHAP. 
Cttlarly attached to ium. 



General Jackson posseaaes ambition, but it rest^ on ^^^^^ 
virtue; an ambition, which, regulated by a high sense 
of honour, leads him to desire ^^ th^t applause which 
follows good actions,*— -not that wUch is run after/' 
No man is more disposed to hear and respect the 
opinions of others, and none where much is at stake, 
and at conflict with his own, less under their influence. 
He has never been known to call a council of 
war, whose decisions, when made, were to shield 
him from responsibility or censure. His council of 
war, if doubting himself, was a few officers, in whom 
he fully confided, whose* advice was regarded, IT thdr 
reasons were conclusive ; but tiieae not bemg satisfac- 
tory, he at once adopted and pursued the course sug- 
gested by his own mind. 

Much as we may delight to range through the field 
of batde, in quest of acts, to fix a .hero's character, 
yet incoonderable circumstances ofttt mark it much 
more strongly : it is then that the mind, retiring fix>m 
every tiling like motive, g^ves a loose to impulse, and 
acts firom feding alone. The general, who meets and 
repels Us countiy 's foes, is not unfirequentiy impelled 
by ambition, and a recollection that a nation's gratitude 
will succeed his effirts ; but when, amidst tiie general 
carnage, he is seen actii^ as a Christian, and sympa- 
thizing in others' woes, his character is marked by 
virtue, and more truly ennobled. At the battie of 
Tohopeka, an in&nt was found, pressed to the bosom 
of its lifeless mother. Thb circumstance bemg made ' 
known to general Jackson, he became interested for 
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CHAP, the child, directed it to be brought to Mm, and sought 
^^' to prevail on some of the Indian women to take care 



igl5 ^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ They signified their unwillingness 
to do so, 9nd that, inasmuch as aU its rdalions had 
Men in the batde, di^ would prefer it should be 
killed. The general, after this disclosure, determined 
he would not entrust it with them, but become himself 
the, protector and guardian of the duld. Bestowing 
on the in&nt the n^ne of Lincoier, he adopted it into 
his fiunity, and has ^ver since manifested the liveliest 
zeal towards it, prompted by benevolence, and because 
its £ite bore a strong resemblance to his own, who, in 
early life, and from the ravages of war, was left in the 
world, foilom and wretched, without friends, or near 
rdations* "" 

Of die two great parties, which have distracted oar 
country, general Ja6kson is attached to the repubUcan. 
In his first political career, he rallied on the side <£ the 
))eople. During Mr. Adams' administration, wHbcxi 
the party was few and inconsiderable^ he appeared on 
. the side of the rig^ of man, espouang and advocating 
the principles of tolerance and free ikrill; umil, disgust^ 
ed with the mode of administering the govemment, he 
retired fixxn the legislative councils of the nadon. He 
is noty however, one of those blind infiituated paiti* 
zans, who holds the ojunions of others in deri^on, and 
detati(^ines on the good or bad qualities of a man, ac- 
cordingly as he bdc^igs to this or tho other sect ; but, 
influenced by the belief, that there are many base and 
designing, and amiable and virtuous men on both 
sides, acts cm the liberal principle^ that 

^ Worth aiak^ tbe man, (md wsQt of it tkf fellow.^ 
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Could such sentunents be gcoendly diffused^ of CHAP, 
what importance would they not be to our countiy ! 



We ai^ aware of the o[»mon indulged by many wise .g.. 
politicians, that parties ensure a nation's safety, by act- 
ing as spies on, and conrectors of, each other's conduct 
Sudi an idea may answer, in a country where indivi- 
duals' rights are mei^ed in the exaltation of a, few, and 
where the contest b for the loaves and fishes, and not 
in relation to difference in opinion : but in ours, whose 
government is ddrived firom the people, so long as they 
continue virtuous and intelligent, and will duly appre- 
ciate their rights, no such auxiliary can be essential, 
either to her happiness or tranquillity. Already we have ' 
witnessed it the cause of innumerable evils : but for 
the hopes and expectations of a deidgning power, 
wfaidi, through our dissensions and domestic broils, 
bdieved she would be able seriously to affect us, we 
might have remained at peace, and preserved the lives 
of many of our valuable citizens. That there should 
be a difference of opinioa amoi^ us, is certainly no- 
thing strange : it is <mly in govemmonts abscdutdy 
despotic, that the ofqjiressed and tremUing subjects im- 
bibe the sentiments of the soverdgnimd hb ministers, 
and appear to think with them, because they dare not 
assert their owil (pinions. Our constitution, on this sub- 
ject, bars every check, and leaves our conduct, words, 
and acti<ms free ; yet, were our prudence consulted and 
regarded, it would long since have told us, that party 
rancourwas carried much too &r, both for our own 
aiid the honour of our country. We are far, however, 
from suppo^g that it b a circumstance, whence fo- 
reign powers can ever derive an advuitage, by which 



399 UfE OF eSN. JACKSON. 

CHAP* materiatty to endanger our lig^its. Akhou^ we loay 
differ^ as to the best mode of ad^uIli8^f^ 



1815, ii'^c^ ^ drcumstance wluch htq^iens to all ki ptopor- 
tioto as liberty is enjoyed ; and although^ as baa been 
the caae, par^ spirit may be carried beyond what rea« 
son or pradence may sanction, yet against the invaders 
of our rights, our union is strong, and all parties are 
the same. Should the period ever arrive, when our 
nation shall be vitally ass^ed, it will bt perceived 
that aU advantages calculated to arise ficom our jarrings^ 
ate deluuve ; that there wHl be but one party, aU ral- 
lied in defence of a country, bdieved by them to be 
the fineest and happiest, resolved to swim, or sink to- 
gether. 

The proclamaliona disseminated by Great Britain 
to the pe<^le of die United States, were mockeiy,— 
an insult to our understandings, and a reflection on 
her own : but the divi^ons she saw, prevailing among 
us, were no doubt^tfae inducement If ever there were 
a time, when she could have even partially ^fected the 
dtsorganizatien so indostrioudy endeavoured to be 
fomented, atid reached us through our differences, it 
was before she had, by an unusual, and hitherto un* 
practised system of warfare, destroyed all confideaoe, 
and excited our just indignation against her ; and be- 
fore, too, she had so effectually aided to subvert the 
liberty of France, and plunge her in a state of absolute 
vassalage, when, throughout, the professed and openly 
avowed object was to rescue fix>m oppression, and 
make her ^^ free indeed*" When such an example, 
with all its wretched and fatal consequences, b held 



1815. 



LIFE OF GEN. JACKSON. 399 

ttp to view, wdl may nations spurn evay external in- CHAP, 
terference, however plausibly it may be offered. ^^ 

The principles of our government are at variance 
with war— those of her citizens no less so. If, amidst 
the general confusion of the world, we have been fare- 
ed mto a struggle, it was for the preservation of our 
rights, and to resist aggres^ons which had become too 
numerous and grievous to be longer b(»Tie. With na- 
tions, as with individuals, a submission to insult but au- 
thorizes a repetition ; and forbearance under mjuries is 
construed into imbecility to redress them. Weboastnot 
of any thing acquired by our contest. Conquest and 
power were not the inducements to its commencement : 
what was sought has been attained. We have secured 
from other nations a respect, which our peaceful habits 
had forfeited. We have brought more closely into view 
our own strength, and our own resources ; and shown 
our enemies, that, however we may be soBcitous for 
peace, and opposed to war, there is a point, where even 
patience becomes exhausted. But, above all, our con- 
test has had the effect of drawing closer the cords of 
ourunion,-—<iuieting party opposition, and allaying dis- 
content. In future, therefore, when we shall be told we 
have gained notiiing by the war, laying aside all other 
considerations, we vrill point to our unic^, which it has 
more strongly and indissolubly cemented, as of greater 
importance than any thing that has happened, since the 
all-gtorious hour our Independence was declared. 



THE END. 
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Note A«-page SI 1. 

of eoloml MehoUs to the aouihem and western 
inhabitants. 

Natives of LouisiaDa I on you the first call is made^ to assist 
ii Hberating fVoni a fiuthltssy ittibeeik gorernment, your paternal 
soil : Spaniards, Frenchmeny Italians, and British, whether set* 
tied, or residing for a time in Louisiana, on you, also, I call, to 
aid me in tfaia'jiaat eaiise : the American usurpation in tiiis coun- 
try mubt be abolished, and the lawful owners of the soil pot in 
possession. I am at the head of a large body of Indians, well 
arai^d, disciplined, and commanded by British officers-'-a good 
trsin of Brtillery, with every requisite, seconded by the powerful 
aid of a nunerMs British and Spanish squadron of ships and 
veseds ef war. Be net alarmed, inhsbitauts of the country, at 
^mr approach $ the same good faith and disinterestedness, which 
has distinguished the conduct of Britons in Europe, accompanies 
them here } you will have no fear of litigious taxes imposed on 
yon, for the purpose of carrying on an unnatural and unjust war $ 
your prope rt y, your laws, the peace and tranquillity of your 
codntry, will be guaranteed to yon by men, who will suffer no 
infringement of theirs $ rest assured, that these brave red men 
only bom with an ardent desire of satisfaction, for the wrongs 
they have suffered from the Americans ; to join you, in liberating 
tinee seiidMmi provinces from thdir yoke, and drive them into 
those limits, formerly prescribed by my sovereign. The Indians 
have pledged themselves, in the meet solemn manner, not to in« 
jure, in the sligMest degree^ the persons or properties of any bat 
enemies. A flag over any door, whether Spanish, French, or 
British^ will he* a certain protection ; nor dare any Indian put his 
foot on the threshold thereof, under penalty of death from his 
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own countrymen ; not even tn enem j will an Indian put to death, 
except resisting in arms ; and as for injaring helpless women and 
children, the red men, bj their good conduct, and treatment to 
^em, will (if it be possible,) make the Americans blush for their 
more inhuman conduct, lately on the Escambia, and within a 
neutral territory. 

Inhabitants of Kentucky, you have too long borne with griev- 
ous impositions— the whole brunt of the war has fallen on your 
brave sons; be imposed on no longer, but either range yourselves 
under the standard of your forefathers, or observe a strict neu- 
trality. If you comply with either of these offers, whatever pro- 
visions you send down, will be paid for in dollars, and the safety 
of the persons bringing it, as well as the free navigation of the 
Mississippi, guaranteed to you. 

Men of Kentucky, let me call to your view, (and I trust io 
your abhorrence) the conduct of those factions, which hurried yoa 
into this civil, nnjust^ and unnatural war, at a time when Great 
Britain was straining every nerve, in defenceof her own, and the 
liberties of the world— when the bravest of her sons were fitting 
and bleeding in so sacred a cause^-when she was spending mil- 
lions of her treasure, in endeavouring to pull down one of the 
most formidable and dangerous tyrants, that ever disgraced* the 
formeof man--*when groaning Europe was almost iii:ker last gasp 
^^when Britons alone showed an undavnted fro«t*^4iasely did 
those assassins endeavour to stab her from? Ae rear ; she has turn* 
ed on them, renovated from the bloody, but successful struggle*^ 
Europe is happy and free, and she now hastens, justly, to avei^ 
the unprovoked insult Show them that you are not oollectivdy 
unjust : leave that contempHbie few to shift for themsetres : let 
those slaves of the tyrant send an embassy to WbtL, «id implore 
his aid ; but let every honest, upright American spurn them with 
united contempt. After the experience ef twenty «oiie years, can 
you longer support those brawlers for liberty, who call it free- 
dom, when themselves are free ? Be no longer their dtt pc s ac ^ 
cept of my offers— -every thing I have promised in this paper^ I* 
guarantee to you, on the sacred honour of a BrUieh officer. 
Given under my hand, at my head foatisrs, 
Pensacola, this 29tli day of August^ tai4. ' 

EDWARD NICHOLLS. 
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Note B — page f^5. 

Letter to commodore Daniel T. Patterson. 

Pensacola^ 4th December^ 1814. 
SiRy— I feel it a duty to apprize you of a very large force of 
the enemy off this port, aud it is generally understood New Or^ 
leans is the object of attack. It amounts, at present, to about* 
eighty vessels, and mOre than double that number are momenta- 
rily looked for, to form a junction ; when an immediate com- 
mencement of their operations will take place. I am not able to 
learn, how, when, or where the attack will be made 5 but I under- 
stand that they have vessels of all descriptions, and a large body of 
troops. Admiral Cochrane commands ; and his ship, the Ton- 
nant, lies, at this moment, just outside the bar. They certainly 
appear to have swept the West Indies of troops, and probably no 
means will be left untried to obtain their object — The admiral 
arrived only yesterday noon. I am yours, &c. 

N • * *. 



Note C — ^page 323. 

Letter from Charks K. Blanehard to general Jackson. 

Jfew Orleans^ March 20, 1814. 
Sir,-— I have the honour, agreeably to your request, to state to 
your excellency, in writit|g, the substance of a conversation tliat 
occurred between quarter master Peddie, of the British army, 
and myself, on the llth instant, on board his Britannic Majesty's 
ship Herald. Quarter-master Peddie observed, that the com- 
manding officers of the British forces were daily in the receipt 
of every information from the city of New Orleans, which they" 
night r^nire, in aid of their operations, for the completion of the 
obfects of the expedition 5 — ^that they were perfectly acquainted 
with "die situation of every part of our forces, the manner in 
which the same was situated, the number of our fortifications, 
their strengtii, position, &c. As to the battery on the left bank 
of the lifississippi, he described its situation, its distance from 
thfrmaiB post, and promptly offered me a plan of the work?. 
He furthermore stated, that the above information was received 
from seven or eight persons, in the city of New Orleans, from 
whom he could, at any )iour,'procttre every information necessary 
to promote bb majesty's interest.^ 
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Note DF-page 349, 



Jddress of maj9r general 'Jackson f on the Bth of January^ to the 

troof$ on the right ^tank of the river, 

IVbile, by tiie blessing of heaven, one of the most briHiant Tic- 
tones was obtained bjthe troopA under mj immediate command, 
no words can ei^press the mortification I felt, at witnessing tfaa 
scene exhibited on the oppc^te bank. I will spare your feelii^ 
and mjr own, nor enter into detail on the subject. To Hd who 

^ reflect, it must 1^ a source of eternal regret, that a few moment^* 
exertion of that courage you certainly possesSf was alpne want- 
ing, to have rendered your su^ccess more complete than that of 
your fellow-citizens in this camp. To what cause was the aban- 
donment of your lines owing P To fear? No ! Tou are the coun- 
trymen, the friends, the brothers of those who have secured to 
themselves, by their courage, the gratitude of their country ; who 
have been prodigal of their blood in its defence, and who are 
strangers to any other fear than disgrace— to disaffection to our 
glorious cause. No, my countrymen, your general does justice 
to the pure sentiments by which you are inspired. How then 
could brave men, firm in the cause in which they were enrolled, 
neglect their first duty, and abandon the poat como^itted to their 
care P The want of discipline, the want of order, a total disrer 
gard to obedience, and a spirit of insubordination, not l^ss dot 
structive than oowardioe itself, are the causes which led to dii# ^ 
disaster, find they must be eradicated, or I must cease to couy 
mand. I desire to be distinctly understood, that every breach of 

•prders, all want of discipline, every inattention of duty, will be 
seriously and promptiy punished ; that the attentive oiBcers^ a^ 
good soldiers, may not be mentioned in the disgrace and danger^ 
which the negligence of a few may produfse. Soldiers 1 yoe wmni 
only the will, in order to emulate the glory of your fellow-cHiftMie 
on this bank of the river^— you have the same motivee for nation § 
the same interest, the same ooantry to protect } and you have 
an additional interest, from past events, to wipe oiT reproiich, and 
diow that you will not be inferior, in the day of trial, to any of 
your countrymen. i 

But remember ! without obedience, without order, wftkwtdiaT 
cipline, all your eljforts are vain. The brave m^ liatt^iflve iq 
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ileseftft ker in ttie hoiur pf dtoger. Private epiiii#iis, at to Ae 
conpetency of officers, must not be iiidulged, and ttill lets ex- 
pressed $ it is impossitil^ tbat the measiii«s of those who command 
should satisfy all who are bound to obey $ and one of the moot 
daogeroQs fisnlts in a solditTf is a disposition to critidse and 
Uune the orders and characters ^ his superiors. Soldiers ! I 
know ^t many of you have done yonr duty $ and I trust, in fu- 
ture, I shall have no reason to make any exeeplion. Cttcers ! I 
have the fullest confidence, that you will enforce obedience to 
your cosunandsi but, above all, that by subornation in jw^ 
different grades, you will set an example to jcour men ; and that, 
hereafter, the army of the right will yield to none, in tiie essen- 
tial qualities wfaiph characterize good soldiers ;«— 4hat tiiey will 
earn their share of those honours and rewards, which their coon* 
try wiU prepare lor its deliverers. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major Greneral commanding^ 



Note E-*-^page 370. 

Address delivered to major general Andrew Jackson^ hy the reve- 
rend W, Dubourgf administrator apostolic of the diocese of 
Louisiana, 

OnK]»nM»^— While the state of Louisiana, in the joyful trans- 
ports of her gratilnde, hails you as her deliverer, and the assertor 
of her menaosd libertie»^-while grateful America, so b^ly wrqi.* 
ped up in anxious suspense, on the fate of this important city, is 
re-echcHng from shore to diore your s|dendid achitsvements, and 
preparing to inscribe your name on her immortal rolls, among 
thooe of ho* WashingtoBS— while history, poetry, and the monu- 
mental arts* will vie in consii^ng to the admiration of the latest 
posterity, a triumph perhaps unparalleled in their recordo-^while 
thus raised, by universal acclamation, to the very pinnade of 
fame, how easy had it been for you* general, to forget the Prime 
Mover of your wonderful successes, and to assiune to yourself a 
praise^ which must essentially return to that exalted source, 
wlieiM^ ovory omit i* d^^ved; Bot^ better acqiiainted with the 
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matm ef triM gldry^ and justly placing the flummtt «f ya^r a»> 
KH4io% in approving yourself the worthy instrument of- Heaven^ 
meroifiil designs, the firat impulse of your religious heart was to 
acknowledge the signal interposition of Provi<2ence*-yoiir first 
step, a solemn display of your kuwJMe sense of His favours. * 

Still agitated at the rememlH-ance of those dreadful agonies, 
froin which we liave been so miraculously rescued, it is' our pride 
to acknowledge, that the Almighty has truly had the principal 
hand in bur deliverance, and to follow you, general, in attributing 
to his infinite goodness, the homage of our unfeigned gratitude. 
i0t thip infatoftled votary of a blind chance detide our credulous 
^piicity ; let the i:old-hearted Atheist look for the eiqplanation 
of important events, to the mere concatenation of human causes : 
to us, the whole universe is loud in proclaiming a Supreme Ruler, 
who, as he holds the hearts of man in his hands, holds also the 
thread of all contingent occurrences. ^ Whatever be His inter- 
mediate agents," says an illustrious prelate, << still on the secret 
orders of His all-ruling providence, de[>end the rise and prospe- 
rity, as well as the decline and downfal of empires. From His 
lofty throne, he moves every scene below, now curbing, now let- 
ting loose, the passions of men ; now infusing His own wisdom 
into the leaders of nations ; now confounding their boasted pru- 
dence, and spreading upon their councils a spirit of intoxication ; 
and thus executing His uncontrollable judgments on the sons of 
men, according to the dictates of His own unerring justice.** 

To Himj therefore, our most fervent thanks are due, for our 
late unexpected rescue. It is HUn we intend to praise, when 
considering you, general, as the man of his right haud^ whom he 
has taken pains to fit out for the impoFtant commission of our de- 
fence. We extol that fecundity of genius, by which, under the 
most discouraging distress, you created unforeseen resources* 
raised* as it were, from the ground, hoots of intrepid wanton, 
and provided every vulnerable point with ample means of defence. 
To ERm we trace tliat instinctive superiority of your mind, which 
at once ralliecl around you universal confidence} impressed one 
irresistible movement to all the jarring elements of which this 
political machine is composed ; aroused their slumbering spirits, 
and di&sed through every rank, the noble ardour which glowed 
in your own bos6m. ^To jBtm; in fine, we'addmiss ourackuowo 
ledgments for thf|t consummate prudence^ wkkk defevled ftll die 
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combinations of a sagacious enemj, entan^cd him in the ver j 
snares vhich he had spread for us, and succeeded in effecting his 
ntter destruction, without exposing the lives of our citizens* 
Immortal thanks be to His Supreme Majesty, for sending us such 
an instrument of His bountiful designs ! A gift of that value is 
the best token of the continuance of His protection— ithe most 
solid eneouragement, to sue for new favours* The irst which it 
emboldens us humbly to supplicate,' as> nearest our throbbing 
hearts, is that you may long* enjoy the boifoor of your grateful 
country $ of which you will permit us to present you a pledge, in 
this wrieath of laurel, the prize of victory, the symbol of immor- 
tality. The next is a speedy and honourable termination'of the 
bloody contest, in whi^ we kre ei^aged. No one has so effiea- 
e^uMy laboured as you, general, for the' acoeleration -of that 
Missful period : may w<e soon reap- that sweetest fniit of ycAir 
splendid and iQiinierrupted vietories. • 



OenertU Jaekson^s reply: 



» • 



RsvERBWD SiR^-**I receive, with gratitude and pleasure, the 
symbolical crown, which- piety has prepared* ' I receive it^ in the 
name of the brave men. who have so effectually seconded my 
exertions $f~*they well deserve the laurels which their country 
will bestow* t 

For myself, to havB been instmmental in the deliverance of 
such a country, is the greatest blessing that heaven conki 'confer. 
That it has: been effected with so little loss— *that so few tears 
shouldf doud this smiles of our triumph, and not a cypress le^ 
be interwoven in the Wreath which you present, is a source of the 
niest exquisite pleasure* 

I thank you, reverend sir, most sincerely, for the prayers, 
which you offer up for my happiness* May those your patriot- 
ism dictates, for our beloved country, be first heard : and may 
mine, for year individual prosperity, as well as that of the con- 
gregation committed to your care, be favourably received— the 
prosperity, wealth, and happiness of this city, will then be^com- 
mensurate with the oonrage and other qualities of its inhabitants. 



Note F*-fagef 388. 

Jnswer suhmitted by major general Jackson^, on a rule to show 
cause why an attachment for contempt should not issue against 
him* 

This respondant hat reeeived a [wper» puqiortuig t» bd IIm 
eopj of a rule of the district ceart of the United States for Lou- 
isiaiuw in a sait entitkd << The UnitlBd States «a. A. Jackson ; 
commanding him te show cause why an attachment sbonld not 
issae againvt him, for divers aUeged contem|M:s of the said ceart>f 
Before he makes ^y answer whatever to the said chaq;^, ba 
deems it necessary to protest, and he does hereby protestagisinst; 
and reserve to himself all manner of beneit of exception lo» the 
iUq;al, unconstitutionaH and informal nature of the proceedidgi 
instituted against him : it appearing, by the said proceedini^ 

I. That witnesses have been summoned by process of subpcsna, 
in a suit or prosecution of the United States against him, when in 
fact, there is no such suit or prosecution leg^ly pending in said 
court* 

II. That the faid rule was obtained at the instance of the at- 
torney of the United States, for the district of Louisiana, who 
had 1^1^ ^1^ officially to ask for or obtain it ; the duties of the 
attoj^pty being, by law, l es ti 'i ct e d to the prosecution of <* all de« 
figqiients for trimm and qfhis«s» cogniaaUe under the abthorily 
of the United States, and all dvil actions ia which they shall' be 
concerned." As this proceeding is not pretended to be a civil 
action, to bring it within the purview of tim duties of the attor- 
ney, it must be a prosecution for a crime or oience, cogniaahk 
under the authority of the United Slates. But the focts stated 
in the rule do not constitute any << crime or dfence, cegniaahle 
under this authority." The courts of the United States have no 
common law jurisdiction of crimes or otfooees } if, therefore^ the 
facts stated in the rule are not made sudi by*statute, they are not 
cognizable by the courts : but the statutes faaive been seardied, and 
no sucl^ provision can be found ; therefore, the foots charged are 
not offences which are either cognizable by this cenrt, or liable 
to be prosecuted by the attorney for the United Ststeg. 

Ill* That if this be a prosecution for a crima or agetua under 
the authority of the United States, the mode of proceeding iobodi 
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miconstitutional and illegal : the 7th Hud Sfh tmendmeilt to the 
constitutioti contain many provisions, directly contrary to the 
mode of proceeding by attachment, for contempt ; particularly the 
7th amendment, that no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, 
or proper^y^ without due process of law ; and of the dth, that, ia 
all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right of a 
speedy trial, by an impartial jury; and in the 32d section of th« 
law for funiMng certain crimet against the United States, is 
contained a conclusive implication, if not an express provision, 
that no offence can be prosecuted, except by informaH(m or in* 
dictment ; neither of which have been filed, in this instance. The 
respondent, therefore, concludes those heads of exceptions, by 
the dilemma, that, if the proceeding be a prosecution for a crime, 
or offence, cognizable by the authority of the United States, it is 
both unconstitutional and illegal in its present form ; and if it be 
not such a prosecution, then has the attorney of the United States 
no right to institute it ; his ministry by law extending only to 
them. 

IV. That this court has no right to issue an attachment for 
any contempt whatever ; or to punish the same, in any other 
cases than those prescribed by the ITth section 6f the ju- 
diciary act, which confines such authority to the punishment, 
by fine and imprisonment, for contempt in any cause or 
hearing before the same^-^whereas, by the rule, nor the affida* 
Tits, does it appear, that the alleged contempts were offered ia 
any cause or hearing before the said District Court ; on the con- 
trary, all the acts complained of as contempts, are stated to have 
been done in relation to an ex«parte application madeto the judge 
of the said court, at his chambers, at a time when his court was 
in vacation, and not in a cause or hearing before the court. 

V. That no attachment ought to issue, for neglecting or refus- 
ing a return to an habeas corpus, issued and returnable out of 
court : the statutes on that subject, both in England and in the 
United States, wherever they have been re-enacted, contain ex- 
press penalties for this offence ; doubtless for the reason that such 
neglect or refusal, in relation to an act done, not in a cause or hear* 
ing pepding in court, but in an ex^^parte proceeding at a judge's 
chambers, could not be punished, by attachment, as a contempt. 

VI. That no act in relation to the writ of habeas corpus, or the 

3 p 
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allowmice 6f ihe Mutne, in th^ cas^ mentioAed ia fte «atd nd6» cto 
be ooDsidercMl as a contempt $ because the judge of this honour- 
able courts by the 14th section of the judiciary act of the United 
States^ is expressly inhibited from issuing any writ of habeas 
corpus^ except in cases of prisoners *' in custody^ undery or by 
colour of tl^e authority of the United States^' or committed for 
trial before some court of the same $ or who are necessary to be 
brought into court to testify $ neither of which circumstances ap- 
pear, either in the writ, the allowance of the same, or the afiSda- 
▼it OB which it was founded* This court, then, having no juris* 
diction of the case^ according to a decision of the Supreme Court 
•of the United States, this reepondent had a right to consider Che 
service as. a trespass* 

YII. That, by the said writ, no place was designated, at which 
the same should be returned. 

VIIL That the^writ was served on the respondent, long after 
the return thereof, by reason whereof he could not have complied 
with the tenour, had he been so disposed. 

IX. The said writ of habeas corpus issued in kn irregular man* 
ner, and tlie respondent was in no wise compelled by law to obey 
it I inasmuch as the name of the judge^ allowing the same, was not 
signed on the writ with his prop«* hand writing : nor were the 
words, << according to the form of the statute," marked thereon-— 
both which are positively recj^uired, by the statutes regulating the 
issuing of such process ; aiid without which they need not be 
obeyed. Should it be objected, that the English statutes are not 
binding here, it is answered that the United States are without a 
a statutory provision on the subject ; and that the introduction 
of the writ of habeas corpus generally, must introduce it, as it 
stood at the time of making the constitution. 

X. That if the allowance on the back of the affidavit, contrary 
to the express words of the statute, be deemed sufficient, yet the 
respondent ^as not bound to pay any attention to the writ of 
habeas corpus, because the same was not issped in conformity with 
the allowance given on the fifth day of March ; this was for a writ 
returnable on the next day, and afterwards altered, so as to bear 
date on the sixth of the same month, returnable on the succeeding 
morning, which would have been the 7ih ; whereas the writ tkttxir 
ally issued, bore date the 6th, and was returnable the same day--« 
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thas varying materially from the allowance. This circumstance 
18 an excellent illustration of the wisdom of the statutory provi- 
sion, which requires that the writ itself -be signed by the judge. 

Under all which protestations and exceptions ; — without sub- 
mitting to the jurisdiction of the said court, or acknowledging the 
regularity of the proceedings, liut expressly denying the same-^ 
This respondeht, in order to give a fair and true exposition of his 
conduct, on every occasion in which it may be drawn into ques- 
tion— 

Saith— 

That previously to, and soon after, his jm-ival in this section 
•f the seventh military district, he received several letters 
and communications, putting him on his guard against a portion 
of the inhabitants of the state, the legislature, and foreign 
emissaries in the city. The population of the country was repre- 
sented as divided, by political parties and national prejudices ; 
a great portion of them attadied to foreign powers, and disaffect- 
ed to tiie government of their own country, and s6me, as totally 
unworthy of confidence* The militia was described as resisting 
the authority of their commander-in-chief, and encouraged in their 
disobedience, by the legislature of iKe state. That legislature 
characterised as politically rotten, and the whole state in such a 
situation as to make it necessary to look for defence, principally 
from the regular troops, and the militia from other states. Among 
those representations, the most important, from the official station 
of the writer, were those of the governor. On the 8th of 'August, 
1814, he says-— 

<< On a late occasion, I had the mortification to acknowledge 
my inability to meet a requisition from general Flournoy ; the 
corps of this city having, for the most part, resisted my orders, 
being encouraged in their disobedience by the legislature of 
the state, th6n in session ; one branch of which, the senate, hav- 
ing declared the requisition illegal and oppressive, and the house 
of representatives having rejected a proposition to approve the 
measure. How far I shall be supported in my late.orders, remains 
yet to be proved. I have reason to calculate upon the patriotism 
of the interior and western counties. I know also that there are 
many faithful citizens in New Orleans ; but there are others, in 
whose attachment to the United States J ought wjt to eopfide. 
Upon the i^hole, sir, I cannot disguise the fact, that if Louisiana 
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should (>• attacked, we must principally depend for security upon 
file prompt movements of the regular force under your command, 
and the militia of the western states and territories. At this mo- 
ment, we are in a very unprepared and defenceless condition : 
several important points of defence remain unoccupied, and in 
case of a sudden attack, this' capital would, I fear, fall an easy 
Vacriice.'' 

On the 12til of tiie same month, the respondent was told — 
^^ On the native Americans, and a vast majority of the Creoles 
(sf the country, I place much confidence, nor do I doubt the fide- 
lity of nsany Europeans, who have long resided in the country ; 
but there are others, much devoted to tfie interest of Spain, and 
whose partiality to the English, is not less observable, than their 
dislike to the American government.^^ 

In a letter of the 24th, the same ideas are repeated-- 
<< Be assured, sir, that no exertions shall be wanting, on my 
ptrt; but I cannot disguise from you« that I have a very difficult 
people to manage : to this moment, no opposition to the requirf- 
tion has manifested itself* but I am not seconded with that ardait 
xealj which, in my opinion, the crists demands. We look with great 
anxiety to your i^novement^and place our greatest reliance for safe- 
ty, on the energy and patriotism of the western states. In Louiata- 
na, there a^^ m^y faithful citizens ; these last persuade them* 
^elves,that Spain will soon re^ssessherself of Loui8iana»and they 
eeem to believe, that a combined Spanish and English force will soon 
appear on our poast. If Louisiana is invaded, I shall put myself at 
the head of such of my militia as will follow rae to the field, and, on 
reeeivingf $haU obey ymir orders. \ need not assure you of my 
entire confidisncii in you, as a pommand^r, and of the pleasure I 
^all experience, in supporting all your measures for the common 
defence ; but, sir, a cause of indescribable chagrin to me is, that 
I am not at the head of a willing, and united people : native 
Americans? native Louisianiaps, Frenchmen, and Spaniards, with 
some Englishmen, compose the masi^ of th(B populationrr-^mpog 
them, there exists much jealousy, and as great differences in 
political sentiments, as in their language and habits. But, 
nevertheless, sir, if yip are suppoiied by a respectable body of 
regular troops, or of western militia, I trust I shall be able to 
bring to your iud, a valiant and faithful corps of LouisiaBa mili- 
jtw? b|l^ pf yrp afe 1^ to rely princifaUy en ofir aun^ ru9UTc$$p 
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I fear existing jealousies will lead to distrust, so general, that we 
shall be able to make but a feeble resistance.'^ 

On the 8th of September, the spirit of disaffection is said to be 
greater than was supposed— 4he country is said to be filled with 
spies and traitors: <« Inclosed you have copies of my late general 
orders. They may, and I trust will be obeyed ; but to this mo- 
ment, my fellow-citizens have not manifested all that union and 
zeal, the crisis demands, and their own safety requires. There 
is in this city a much greater spirit of dtsaffeetion than I had an^ 
ticipated ; and among the faithful Louisiaoians, there is a despon* 
dency which palsies all my preparations $ they se^ no strong re« 
gular force, around which they could rally with confidence, and 
they seem to think themselves not within the reach of seasonable 
assistance, from the western states. I am assured, sir, you will 
make the most judicious disposition of the forces under your 
command ; but excuse me for suggesting, that tfie presence of the 
seventh regiment, at or near New Orleans, will have the most sa- 
lutary effect. The garrison here at present is alarmingly weak, 
and is a cause of nduch regret : from the great mixture of persons, 
and characters, in this city, we have as much to apprehend from 
within, as from without. In arresting the intercourse between 
New Orleans and Pensacola, you have done right. Pensacola is, 
in fact, an enemy's post, and had our commercial intercourse with 
it continued, the supplies furnished to the enemy, would have so 
much exhausted our own stock of provisions, as to have occasion- 
ed the most serious inconvenience to ourselves. I was on the 
point of takii^ on myself^ the prohibition of the trade with Pen- 
sacola : I had prepared a proclamation to that eflfect, and would 
have issued it the very day I heard of your interposition. Ene- 
mies- to the country may blame you for your prompt and ener- 
getic measures ; but, in the person of every patriot, you will find 
a supporter. I am very confident of the very lax police of this 
city, and indeed throughout the state, with respect to the visits 
^f strangers. I think, with you, that our country is filled with 
spies and traitors : I have written pressingly on the subject, to 
the city authorities and parish judges.*^I hope some efficient re- 
gulations will speedily be adopted by the first, and more vigi- 
lance exerted for the future, by the latter.^ 

On the 19th of September, speaking of the drafts of militia, he 
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^ Hie only dificuHy I have liitherio •xperieneed in meedng 
the requisition, has been in tiiis citj, and exclusivelj from some 
European Frenchmen, who, after giving their adhesion to Loais 
XVIII., hare, through the medium of the French consul, claimed 
exemption from the drafts* as French subjects. The question of 
exen^tion, however, is now under discussion, before a special 
court of inquiry, and I am not without hopes, that these ungrate- 
fill men, may yet be brou^t to a dischai^ of their duties." 

On the necessity of securing the countryxagainst the machina« 
tions of foreigners, he, on the 4th of November, informed the re* 
spondent-^ 

<< You have been informed of tiie contents of an intercepted let- 
ter, written by colonel Coliel, a Spanish officer, to captain Mo- 
rales, of Pensacola.-— This letter was submitted for the opinion 
of the attorney general of the state, as to the measures to be pur* 
sued against the writer. The attorney general was of opinion, 
that the courts could take no cognizance of the same ; but that 
the governor might order the writer to leave the state, and in 
case of refusal, to send him off by force. I accordingly, sir, or- 
dered colonel Coliel to take his departure, in forty -eight Hours, 
for Pedsacola, and gave him the necessary passports. I hope 
this measure-may meet your approbation. It is a just retaliation 
for the conduct lately observed by the governor of Pensacola, 
and may induce the Spaniards residing among us, to be less 
communicative, upon those subjects which relate to our military 
movements." 

With the impressions this correspondence was calculated^ to 
produce, the respondent arrived in this city, where, in different 
conversations, the same ideas were enforced, and he was advised; 
not only by the governor of the state, but very many influential 
persons, to proclaim martial law, as the only means of producing 
union, overcoming disaffection, detecting treason, and calling 
forth the emergies of the country. This measure was discussed 
and recommended to the respondent, as he well recollects, in the 
presence of the judge of this honourable court, who not only made 
no otjection, but seemed, by his gestures and silence, to approve 
df its being adopted. These opinions, respectable in themselves, 
derived greater weight from that which the governor expresseaj[ 
of the legislature, then in sesuon. He represented their fidelity 
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M rerj dmibtfal^ ascribed design to their pvolbnged sessioii; 
and appeared extremely desirous that they should adjourn. ' 
The respondent had also been informed, that in the house of 
representatives, tiie idea, that a very considerable ^part of the 
state belonged to the Spanish govemment, and ought not to be re- 
presented, had been openly advocated, and favourably heard. The 
co-operation of the Spaniards with the English, was^ at that time^ 
a previilent idea.-^This information, therefore, appeared highly 
important. He determined to examine, with the utmost care, all 
the facts that had been communicated to him ; and not to act up<* 
on the advice he had received, until the clearest demonstration 
should have determined its propriety. He was then almost aa 
entire stranger, in the place he was sent to defend, and unac« 
quainted with the language of a majority of its inhabitants. While 
these circumstances were unfavourable to his obtaining informa- 
tion, on the one hand, they precluded, on the other, a suspicion 
that his measures were dictated by personal friendship, private 
animosity, or party views. Uninfluenced by such motives, he be- 
gan his observations. He sou^t for information, and, to obtain 
it, communicated with men of every description. He believed 
that even then he discovered those high qualities, which have 
since distinguished those brave defenders of their country :— 
that the variety of langunge, the difference of habit, and even the 
national pfejudices, which seemed to divide the inhalntants, 
might be made, if properly directed, the source of the most ho- 
nourable emulation. Delicate attentions were necessary to fos- 
ter this disposition ; and the highest energy, to restrain the ef- 
«fects, that such an assemblage was calculated to produce ; he de** 
termined to avail himself of both, and with this view, called to his 
aid, the impulse of national feeling, the higher motives of patri* 
otic sentiment, and the noble enthusiasm of valour. They ope- 
rated in a manner which history will record ; all who could be 
influenced by those feelings, rallied, without delay, round the 
standard of their country. Their efforts, however, would have 
been unavailing, if the disaffected had been permitted to counter- 
act tiiem by their treason, the timid to paralyze them by their 
example, and both to stand aloof in the hour of danger, and en- 
joy the fruit of victory, without participating in the danger of 
defeat. 
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A diseipUned* and powerful armj was on our coast, cbmniMided 
by officers of tried valour, and consummate skill } their fleet had 
already destroyed the feeble defence, on which, alone, we could 
rely, to prevent their landing on our shores. Their point of at- 
tack was uncertain-Hi hundred inlets were to be guarded, by a 
force not sufficient in number for oi^e ; we had no lines of defence; 
treasdn lurked among us, and only waited the moment of expect^- 
ed defeat, to show itself openly. Our men were few, and of those 
few, not all were armed } our prospect of aid and supply was dis- 
tant and uncertain } our utter ruin, if we failed, at hand, and in- 
evitable : etery thing depended on the prompt and energetic use 
of the means we possessed— on calling the whole force of the 
community ^ito action ; it was a contest for the very existence 
of the state, and every nerve was to be strained in its defence. 
The physical force of every individual, his moral faculties, hia 
property, and the energy of his example, were to be called into 
action, and instant action. No delay ^-^{lo hesitation^— no in- 
quiry about rights, or all was lost ; and every thing dear to man^ 
his property, life, the honour of his family, his country, its con* 
stitution and laws, were swept away by the avowed principles, 
the opeta practice of the enemy with whom we had to contend. 
Fortifications were to, be erected, supplies procured, arms sought 
for, requisitions made, the emissaries of the enemy watched, lurk- 
ing treason overawed, insubordination punished, and the conta- 
gion of cowardly example to be stopped. 

In this crisis, and under a firm persuasion that none of those 
objects could be effected by the exercise of the ordinary powers 
confided to him— under a solemn conviction that the country 
committed to his care could be saved by that measure only from 
utter ruin*-— under a religious belief, that he was performing the 
most important and sacred duty, the respondent proclaimed mar- 
tial law. He intended, by that measure, to supersede such civil 
powers, as in their operation interfered with those he was obligei^ 
to exerdse. He thought, in such a moment, constitutional forms 
must be suspended, for the permanent preservation of constitu- 
tional rights, and that there could be no question, whether it were 
best to depart, for a moment, from the enjoyment of our dearest 
privileges, or have them wrested from us forever. He knew, that 
if the civil magistrate were permitted to exercise his usual func- 
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tieaS) none of the measures necessary to avert the awfal fate that 
threataied as, coald be expected. Personal liberty cannot eiist 
at a time when every man is required to become a soldier. Pri- 
vate property cannot be secured, when its use is indispensable 
to the public safety. Unlimited liberty of speech is incompati- 
Me with the discipline of a camp ; and that of the press more dan- 
gerous still, when made the vehicle of conveying intelligence ta 
the enemy, or exciting mutiny among the troops. To have suf- 
fered the uncontrolled enjoyment of any of those rights, during 
the time of the late invasion, would have been to abandon the 
defence of the country : the civil magistrate is the guardian of 
those rights ; and the proclamation of martial law was therefore 
intended to supersede the exercise of his authority, so far as it 
interfered with the necessary restriction of those rights j but no 
furthew. 

The respondent states these principles explicitly, because they 
are the basis of his defence, and because a mistaken notion has 
been circulated, that the declaration of martial law only subject- 
*ed the militia in service to its operation. This would, indeed, 
have been a very useless ceremony, as such persons were already 
subject to it, without the addition of any other act Besides, if 
the proclamation of martial law were a measure of necessity^— « 
measure, without the exercise of which the country must unques- 
tionably have been conquered, then does it form a complete justi- 
fication for the act. If it do not, in what manner will the proceed- 
ing by attachment for contempt be justified ? It is undoubtedly 
and strictly a criminal prosecution ; and the constitution declares, 
that in all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have the bene- 
fit of a trial by jury ; yet a prosecution is even now going on in 
this court, where no such benefit is allowed. "Why ? From the 
alleged necessity of the case, because courts could not, it is said, 
subsist without a power to punish promptly by their own act, and 
witiiout the intervention of a jury. Necessity then may, in some 
cases, justify a departure from the constitution : and if, in the 
doubtful case of avoiding confusion in a court, shall it be denied 
in the serious one of preserving a country from conquest and 
ruin P The respondent begs leave to explain, that in using this 
argument, he does not mean to admit the existence of necessity 
in the case of attachment ; but to show that the principle of a jus- 
tification from necessity is admitted, even in that weaker case. 

S G 
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If the legislature of the United States have given to courts the 
power to punish contempts, it is no answer to this defence, for 
two reasotts-x-first, because the words of the law do not necessa- 
rily exclude the intervention of a jurj ; and secondly, if thej doj 
the law itself is contrary to the words of the constitution, and 
' -can only be supported on the plea of necessity ; to which head it 
is referred by the English writers on the subject. 

The only responsibility which has been incurred in the present 
case, is that which arises from necessity. This, the respondent 
agrees, must not be doubtful ; it must be apparent, from the cir- 
cumstances of the case, or it forms no justification. He submits 
all his acts, therefore, to be tested by this rule. 

To the forcible reasons which he has detailed, as impelling him 
to this measure, he ought to add, that he has since, by the con- 
fession of the enemy himself, received a confirmati6n of the opi« 
nions, which he had then good reason to believe ; that tiiere were 
men among us so depraved, as to give daily and exact informa- 
tion of our movements, and* our forces ; that the number of tiioae 
persons was considerable, and iiieir activity unceasing. The 
names o( those wretches will probably be discovered ; and the re- 
spondent persuades himself, that this tribunal will employ itsdf, 
with greater satisfaction, in inflictihg the punishment due to their 
crimes, than it now does in investigating the measures that were 
taken to counteract them* 

If example can justify, or thepractice of others serve as a proof 
of necessity, the respondent has ample materials for his defence $ 
not from analogous construction, but from the conduct of all the 
different departments of the state government, in the very caae 
now under discussion. 

The legislature of the state, having no constitutional power to 
regulate or restrain commerce, on the -»— day of December 
last, passed an act, laying an embargo— the executive sanctioned 
it, and, from a conviction of its necessity, it was acquiesced in. 
The same legislature shut up the courts of justice, for four jnonths, 
to all civil suitors— »the same executive sanctioned that law, and 
the judiciary not only acquiesced, but solemnly approved it. 

The governor, as appears by one of the letters quoted, under* 
took to inflict the punishment of exile upon an inhabitant, witii- 
out any form of law, merely because he thought that an indivi* 
dual's presence might be dangerous to the public safety. 
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The jttd^ of this very court, dulj impressed with the emer- 
gencj of the moment, and the necessity of employing every meant 
of defence, consented to the discharge of men, committed and 
indicted for capital crimes, without bail, and without recogni* 
zance ; and, probably under an impression that the exercise of his 
functions would be useless, absented himself from the place where 
his court was to he holden, and postponed its session, during a 
regular term. 

Thus the conduct of the legislative, executive, and judiciary 
branches of the government of this state, have borne the fullefi|| 
testimony of the existence of the necessity, on which the respon-t 
dent relies. « 

The unqualified approbation of the legislature of the United 
States, and such of the individual states as were in session, ought 
also to be admitted, as no slight means of defence ; inasmuch as 
all these respectable bodies were fully appfized of his proclama* 
tion of martial law, and some of them seem to refer to it, by 
thanking him for the energy of his measures. 

The respondent, therefore, believes he has established the ne* 
cessity of proclaiming martial law. He has shown the effects of 
that declaration $ and it only remains to prove, in answer to the 
rule, that the power assumed from necessity, was not abused in 
its exercise, nor improperly protracted in its duration. 

All the acts mentioned in the rule, took place after the enemy 
had retired from the position they had at first assumed— after 
tfaeyhad met with a signal defeat, and after an unofficial account 
had been received of the signature of a treaty of peace. Each of 
these circumstances might be, to one who did not see the whole 
ground, a sufficient reason for supposing that further acts of en- 
ergy and vigour were unnecessary. On the mind of the refspon* 
dent, they had a different effect. The enemy had retired from 
their position, it is true ; but they were still on the coast, and 
within a few hours' sail of the city. They had been defeated, 
and with loss $ but that loss was to be repaired by expected rein- 
forcements. Their numbers still much more than quadrupled all 
the regular forces which tlie respondent could command ; and the 
term of service of his most efficient militia force was about to ex- 
pire. Defeat, to a powerful and active enemy, was more likely 
to operate as an incentive to renewed and increased exertion, 
tbftn to inspire them with despondency, or to piiraly^e their 
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•fi»H9. A treaty, it ii true, had been probtMy signed $ yet it 
fluigfat not be ratified. Its contents had not transpired, and no 
reasonable cenjectare con Id be formed, that it woald be accept- 
able. The influence which the accoantof its signature had on me 
annj, was deleterious in the extreme, and showed a necessi^ 
for increased enei^, instead of a relaxation of discipline. Men, 
who had shown themselves zealous, in the preceding part of the 
campaign, now became lukewarm in the service. Hiose whom 
no danger could appal, and no labour discourage, complained of 
t]le hardships of the camp* When the enemy were no longer im*' 
mediately before them, they thought themselves oppressed, by 
being detained in service. Wicked and weak men, who, from 
their situation in life, ought to have furnished a better example^ 
secretly encouraged this spirit of insubordination. Tbey affected 
to pity the hardships of those who were kept in the field ; they 
fomented discontent, by insinuating that the merits of those to 
whom they addressed themsdves, had not been sufficiently no- 
ticed or appUuded ; and to so high a degree had the disorder at 
length risen, that at one period, only fifteen men and one officer* 
out of a whole regiment, stationed to guard the very avenue 
through which the enemy had penetrated into the country, were 
found at their post. At another point, equally important^a whole 
corps, on which the greatest reliance had been placed, operated 
upon by the acts of a foreign agent, suddenly deserted their post. 

If, trusting to an uncertain peace, the respondent had revoked 
his proclamation, or ceased to act under it, the fatal security by 
which we were lulled, might have destroyed all discipline, have 
dissolved all his force, and left him without any means of defends 
ing the country against an enemy, instructed, by the traitors 
within our own bosom, of the time and place, at which he might 
safely make his attack. In such an event, his life might have 
been offered up ; yet it would have been but a feeble expiation, 
for the disgrace and misery, into which, by his criminal negli« 
gence, he had permitted the country to be plunged. 

He thought peace a probable, but by no means a certain^ event. 
If it had really taken place, a few days must bring the official ad- 
vice of it ; and he believed it better to submit, during those few 
days, to the salutary restraints imposed, than to put every thing 
dear to ourselves and country at risk upon an uncertain contin- 
gi^ncy. Admit the chances to have been a hundred or a thousand to 



one in tumur of iiie rttificatioiiy and ag^st aaj renewed a tt em|i t » > 
cf the enemy ; wlmt ahoald we say or think of the prudence of the 
man, who wonid stake his lifOf hie fortune,' his country, and his ho- 
nour, OTon with such odds in his faTOor, against a few days' anti- 
ci]iated enjoyment of the blessings of peace ? The respondent could 
not bring himself to play so deep a hamrd ; uninfluenced by the 
clamours of the ignorant and the. designing, he continued the exer* 
cise of that law, which necessity had compelled him to proclaim $ 
and he still tiunks himself justified, by the situation of afiairs, 
for the course which he adopted and pursued. Has he exercised 
this power wantonly or improperly P If so, he is liable | not, as 
he believes, to this honounible court for contempt, but to his go* 
▼emment for an dmse of power, and to tiioee indiTiduals whom 
he has injured, in damages proportioned to that injury. 

About the period last described, the consul of France, who ap- 
pears, by governor Claiborne's letter, to have embarrassed the 
first drafts, by his claima in favour of pretended subjects of his 
king, renewed his interference ; his certificates were given to men 
in the ranks of the army ; to some who had never applied, and to 
others who wished to use them as the means of obtaining an in- 
glorious exemption from danger and fatigue. The immunity de- 
rived from these certificates not only thinned the ranks, by the 
withdrawal of those to whom they were given, but produced the 
desertion of others, who thought themselTes equally entitled ta the 
privilege ; and to this cause must be traced tiie abandonment of 
the important post of Chef Menteur, and the temporary refusal of 
a relief ordered to occupy it. 

Under these circumstances, to remove the force of an example 
which had already occasioned such dangerous consequences, and 
to punish those who were so unwilling to defend what they were 
so ready to enjoy, the respondent issued a general order, direct- 
ing those French subjects, who had availed themselves of the con- 
sul's certificates, to remove out of the lin^s of defiBuce, and far 
enough to avoid any temptation of intercourse with our enemy, 
whom they were so scrupulous of opposing. This measure was 
resorted to, as the mildest mode of proceeding against a danger- 
ous and increasing evil ; and the respondent had the less scruple 
cf his power, in this instance, as it was not quite so strong as that 
which governor Claiborne had exercised, before the invasion, by 
tbf advice of his attorney-general, in the case of colonel Coliel, 
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It cretted, howeyer, some sensation ;--discontent8 w€re again* 
fomented) from the source that had first produced them. Aliens 
and strangers became the most violent advocates of constitutional 
rights, and native Americans were' taught the value of tiieir pri- 
vileges, bj those who formall/disavowed any title to their enjoy- 
ment. The order was particularly opposed, in an anonymous 
publication. In this, the author deliberately and wickedly mis- 
represented the order, as subjecting to removal all Frenchmen 
whatever, even those who had gloriously fought in defence of the 
country; and, after many dangerous and unwarrantable declara- 
tions, he closes, by calling upon all Frenchmen to flock to the 
standard of their consul—- thus advising and producing an act of 
mutiny and insubordination, and publishing the evidence of our 
weakness and discord to the enemy, who were still in our vici* 
nity, anxious, no doubt, before the cessation of hostilities, to wipe 
away the late stain upon their arms* To have silentiy looked on 
such an offence, without making any attempt to punish it, would 
have been a formal surrender of all discipline, all order, all person- 
al dignity and public safety. This could not be done ; and the re- 
spondent immediately ordered the arrest of the offender. A writ 
of habeas corpus was directed to issue for his enlargement. The 
very case' which had been foreseen, the very contingency on 
which martial law was intended to operate, had now occurred. 
The civil magistrate seemed to think it hisMuty to enforce the 
enjoyment of civil rights, although the consequences which have 
been described, would probably have resulted. An unbending 
senssof what he seemed'to think his station required, induced 
him to order «the liberation of the prisoner. This; under the re- 
spondent's sense of duty^ produced a conflict which it was his 
wish to avoid. 

No other course remained, than to enforce the principles which 
he had laid down as his guide, and to suspend the exercise of this 
judicial power, wherever it interfered with the necessary means 
of defence. The only way effectually to do this, was to place 
the judge in a situation, in which his interference could not coun- 
teract the measures of defence, or give countenance to the muti- 
nous disposition that had shown itself in so alarming a degree. 
Merely to have disregarded the writ, would but have increased 
the evil, and to have obeyed it, was wholly repugnant to the re- 
spondent's ideas of the public safety, and to . his own sense of 
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^ttty* The judge was therefore confined, and removed beyond 
the lines of defence. 

As to the paper mentioned in the rule, which the respondent is 
charged with taking and detaining, he answers, that when the 
writ was produced by the clerk of this honourable court, the date 
of its issuance appeared to have been altered from the 5th to the 
6th. He was questioned respecting the apparent alteration, and 
acknowledged it had been done by judge Hall, and not in the 
presence of the party who made the affidavit This material al- 
teration, in a paper that concerned him, gave the respondent, as 
he thought, a right to detain it, for further investigation, which 
he accordingly did ; but gave a certified copy, and an acknowledg- 
ment that the original was in his possession. 

The respondent avows, that he considered this alteration in 
the date ot the affidavit, as it was then explained to him by the 
clerk, to be such evidence of a personal, not judicial, interference, 
and activity, in behalf of a man charged with the most serious 
offence, as justified the idea then formed, that the judge approved 
his conduct, and supported his attempts to excite disaffection 
among the troops. 

This was the conduct of the respondent, and these the motives 
which prompted it. They have been fairly and openly exposed 
to this tribunal, and to the world, and would not have been ac- 
companied by any exception or waver of jurisdiction, if it had 
been deemed expedient to give him that species of trial, to which 
he thinks himself entitled, by the constitution of his country. 
The powers which the exigency of the times forced him |o as- 
sume, have been exercised exclusively for the public good ; and, 
by the blessing of God, they have been attended with unparallel- 
ed success. They have saved the country ; and whatever may be 
the opinion of that country, or the decrees of its courts, in rela- 
tion to the means he has used, he can nev^r regret that he em- 
ployed them. 

ANDREW JACKSON*, 

Major genertd commanding 7th military districts . 
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Note €1 fMign 391. 

Addreu to the troops at Jh/)tw Orleansy mfter tke anMrnneiatum of 

peace. 

The major geneni u at length enabled to paiform the pleasing 
task of restoring to Tennessee, Kentuckj. Louisiana, and the 
territory of the Missiseippiy the brave troops who have acted 
aach a distinguiahed part, in the war which has just tenntnated. 
In restoring these brave men to their homes, much exertion ia 
expected of, and great responsibility imposed on, the commanding 
officers of the difierent corps. It is required of nuyor generals 
Carroll and Thomas, and brigadier general Coffee, to march their 
commands, without unnecessary delay, to their respective states* 
The troops from the Mississippi territory and state of Louisiana^ 
both militia and volunteers, will be immediately mustered out of 
service, paid, and discharged. 

The migor general has the satisfaction of announcing the ap- 
probation of the president of the United States to the conduct df 
the troops under his command, expressed, in flattering terms, 
through the honourable the secretary at war. 

In parting with those brave men» whose destinies have been so 
long united with his own, and in whose labours and glories it ia 
his happiness and his boast to have participated, the commanding 
general can neither suppress his feelings, nor give utterance to 
them as he ought. In what terms can he bestow suitable praise 
on merit so extraordinary, so unparalleled P Let him, in one 
burst of joy, gratitude, and exultation, exclaim-*<^' These are the 
saviours of their country — these the patriot soldiers, who tri- 
umphed over the invincibles of Wellington, and conquered the 
conquerors of Europe !^ With what patience did you submit to 
privations— with what fortitude did you endure fatigue-— what 
valour did you display in the day of battle ! You have secured to 
America fi proud name among the nations of the earthr-^a g^ory 
which will never perish. 

Possessing those dispositions, which equally adorn the citizen 
and the soldier, the expectations of your country will be met in 
peace, as her wishes have been gratified in war. Go, then, my 
brave companions, to^ your homes ; to those tender connexions, 
and blissful scenes, which render life so deai^— full of honour, 
and crowned with laurels which will never fade. When parti- 
cipating, in the bosoms of your families, the enjoyment of peace- 
ful life, with what happiness will you not look back to the toils 
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you have borne— ^to the dangers jou have encountered ? How will 
all your past exposures be converted intr sources of inexpressible 
delight P Who, that never experienced your sufferings, will be 
able to appreciate your' joys P The man who slumbered inglori- 
ously at home, during your painful marches, your nights of watch- 
fulness, and your days of toil, will envy you the happiness which 
these recollections will afford^-still more will he envy the grati- 
tude of that country, which you have so eminently contributed to 
save. 

Continue, fellow soldiers, on your passagejto your several des- 
tinations, to preserve that subordination, that digniiied and manly 
deportment, which have so ennobled your character. 

While the commanding general is thus giving indulgence to his 
feelings, towards those brave companions, who accompanied him 
through difficulties and danger, he cannot permit the names of 
Blount, and Shelby, and Holmes» to pass unnoticed. With what 
generous ardour and patriotism have these distinguished govern- 
ors contributed all their exertions, to provide the means of vic- 
tory ! The recollection of their exertions, and of the success 
which has resulted, will be to them a reward more grateful, than 
any which the pomp of title, or the splendour of wealth, can be- 
stow. * 

What hiqipiness it is to the commanding general, that, while 
danger was before him, he was, on no occasion, compelled to use, 
towards his companions in arms, either severity or rebuke. If, - 
after the enemy had retired, improper -passions be^an their em- 
pire in a few unworthy bosoms, and rendered a resort to energe- 
tic measures necessary for their suppression, he has not confound- 
ed the innocent with the guilty— the seduced with the seducers. 
Towards you, fellow-soldiers, the most cheering recollections ex- 
ist, blended,' alas ! with regret, that disease and war should have 
ravished from us so many worthy companions. But the memory 
of the cause in which they perished, and of the virtues which ani* 
mated them while living, must occupy the place where sorrow 
would claim to dwell. 

Farewell, fellow -soldiers. The expression of your generaPs 
thanks is feeble ; but the gratitude of a country of freemen is 
vours-— vours the applause of an admiring world. 

ANDREW JACKSON, 
Major Geireral commanding. 
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